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c[ tike domeitfe iii^n of Sisotkttid Hi iMi 
md VtUg i» detf^ndi) iHMk tli« «l]kbl^^ 
tf Aft RdMlfend ^)b 1M8 to IM^,*" Mid 
tht >«^H8tofy ^ the R^iioii dP ItlA,^ 
ibMdy pttblkheA in Col!lstal]Ie^l litlitel- 
IflDy, to flflbid a ebnij^lete View tvf At tSo/ttM 
Biftd« by the MmSb of tlie CKniit 6b9y hi 
ijUM ooootry^ t» vbdksul^ th« cause of Men 
MidOcal gp¥enifl)«iit imd'hef^tir]^ r%iit 
I&e its pradeeetfsidtS) it has beeb irritteH 
ndMr^^lb the wWi of •p^oAidiig ii fjlete 
tf militarjr iwiMtive) than the hope iof pre* 
•flotiog any Aing WcMlty of Uie term M^ 
ttpy; i«dM wi* ttpe 'tMHir t^fntyisli]^ die 
aalkiMd feelfai|^ bjr hacal and peraonal dt^ 
iftlba than ikai df^ a Hia rt liitf i Hi iit M i IttVUi 
thoae who xead wkli higher expe«tath>ttlr. 
I fthik k aaeeisaiy to Mttta this in phon 
and to request partfeobr attention t^^ 
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yiii PREFACf. 

though adopted for conyeniency oiily» have 
caused many to accuse me of a wish to de- 
grade history, and of having presented the 
public with something different from what 
it had reasoa to edcpect. I|| my own justi- 
ficfition for the adoption of sudh a. word, I 
beg to remind the reader, thai the vieaning 
ffpw atl»^hed. ^ it is the remit ^i- 
And that». although usmlly atipliod to 
toned moral ccppositionst it mnf aboi^te 
conferredji :withoiut a violatiw of itn mdidld 
fiens^ i^n simple narrative. I .shofdll 
be extremely sorry if 1 hs^ve led; s^L^fttfi 
pxtQ the same sort of mi|5t$](is with .ttet 
fiommittedy some forty years agth . by tbtf 
oianagera of a <iertain counUry library, whix 
ordered <a copy of Horne Tooke's ttheBr* 
sions.of Purley, ^der the idea that it was 
an amusii;^ book of games* But, wb^ i 
refer the reader to former pre&ce% and bef^ 
his a(tenljo]i |;o.this in particular^ J be&M 
he will hold me eis;culpated from any in4 
tention to dejpeive^ ad weU as . frim lh<^ 
charge of presunqpttfW) If ^wh .was eteif 
preferred* 

I The des%n entertained from the very coai4 
mencement of these works, and whichhaagOK 
erned their coipppsition throughout^ win taH 



.mm,^ i», ^ouDteymen with '» Uvcly « He- 

Ijneatioi). Bfi^'p^ssible^of the more ^cenerjr <S£ 
ceirtaiii truns^tipos pf pust times in whidi 
^$9r wer&Jpte^sited: The higher object 
pi histpxy I' was preymted from ifcttemj^-* 
ipgf ,if I'had l>eeti wiUiiig, byibe habits 'df 
f^ U^, ; ^ gr^teT; ptirtr of ^hieh *isl ot^pied 
l^y . cciniiiiercifilvdetaftsiy ' whilo: oniy thci^ 
hpftfs^.caur bo.dei»ti§d tb fitefcttto^ whidl 
^herjftlxi general spfend In lelafjcatibnl ' tti 
the perfondancQ of a.task'wbich'^M^BS' thiii 
Utoessastljr it humble one^ • I ha^e i^are^ iki 
labomr which X AOught might conduce to 
Ae prfyfit oTi^njoym^nt of the reader^ often 
ndy^nturiog upon .ixtensfve lines of resear ch ^ 
mth but a v^y uncertain prospect of fihd- 
VQig wy natter to my purpose^ end alwaysr 
wdeayouring to make that a labour of loye 
iKrhich, in other circumstances,.! might haver 
been contented to treat 68 af duty. A series of 
narrative^ has been thus produk;ed, which; 
however much they may be wanting ih lite*' 
rary ^aces^ or in the higher jqnalifications^ 
of history, have at least the meiit of em-' 
bodying a greater show and better arrange- 
ment of facts, thaQ any former works, upon 
Ae same subjects^; ^ - ^ 



WiA rtgui to the sottrees t>f infeuvm* 
tioB ducAjf employed in this Toliniiey 1 may 
iMntion that, in the first nerrftttve, emni^ 
doEmble ttse imnde of a Memmr of die Wtt 
cf 1«M^ irritten by O^eriil Maekay^ and 
ivlilch k stiU ill manuscript; while in Ibe 
HCfmdf I havia been mu^ indebted to It 
veary extensi^ collection of pamphleto and 
books nqgarding the insurrections df 1TI5 
and 1740» which has been formed by Btt 
DimcaB M<Ndll^ advocate^ Md wbidi ia 
proprietor threw op^n to me with a Bbem* 
Uty I cannot too warmly adoiowledge. I 
bate fhrther much pleasure in adverting 
to the kind zeal with whidi Mr Dayid Ha%» 
of the Advocates' Librmy, exerted bimsdf, 
on this, as on many other occasions, to in^ 
troduce me to the stores of that munificent 
establishment. 

To Mr D. a Hill, the delineator of the 
Scenery of Perthshire I am indebted for the 
very beautiful drawing ot the Vale of the 
Gaizy~-the battl^gromid of -Kifiiecraiiky,' 
iduch ornaments the front of tiie volmd^. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

Be WW • kM of notUiig, titMeH, 

Ttt he b«l ibrgcd UnaSf » name ? dw fin 

Of burning RxMOoe* 

Coriolanut* 

3omr Graitam, llie liero of this namtifv, wm 
^ «lder awA of Sir WiUiani Graham of Ottfcr* 
hoaao ia Forivahm, a geaalaaan of l odc tato foi» 
fane, bnt who boaafed oif a d ea cM i» from tho aoUo 
iun^f of MotttMMe, and ako from the royal homo 
of Siaart, bis aaoeMor William Lord Oi a b a m of 
Kiaeardiflo haviag' nairiod the Prinoesa Mar3rrfla-» 
eond daughter of King Robert III* 8w WiiHan 
Gnluaa ww hianetf sO' mifieetaMo a [MN^piiotory 



16 INTRODUCTORY. 

as to have nrarried into the noble family oC North- 
eak. Lady Jean Caroegy, third daughter of John 
first Earl of Northesk, was the mother of the fatare 
Viscount of Dundee. The whole connections of the 
£unily were of what would now be called a de- 
cidedly Tory complexion ;, that ia to say, they had 
exerted themselves in opposition -to every innovap 
tory attempt which had been made upon the in- 
stitutions of their couiltry,' from the Reformatioa 
downwards. 

Young (GinAam was/eduoated, dining the- de- 
cade of 1660^70, at the University of St An- 
drews, where he distingnished himself so much b^ 
his abilities, and also by his zeal in favour of the 
established religion, tbit ho was honoured witk 
the particular notice and friendship of Archbishop 
Sharpe. He made consideralile progress in a de- 
partment of learning, the technical name of which, 
as then used in Scotland, bore a startling disso- 
nance with the character he acquired in after lifie 
'■"the Hunumities. ' It was to mathematics, how- 
over, that he chi^y directed his attention; a 
branch of study which certainly promised to be of ^ 
gieatjsr service to one who designed to become a 
soldier. It is perhaps worthy of remark, that ia 
ibis propensity : he was resembled by Napoleon. 
Bufii^apatle, who had some other points of chsno- 
t^r in common with hini. Like Napoleon, Dun* 
dee was aeeustomed in youth to feed the desiras 
of aa furdent and romantic spirit with the wild 
nanmtives of the Highland bards ; the only diife^ 
ence beings that the Scottish sf^dyter drank his sen* 
timenta) inflammation direct from its living recep- 
tadesi vi^lo. the Italian <H3fnld oidy receive it in 
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tlie colder form which was giren to it by Mte- 
|iliersoiir. ' In addttioti tO'« fondness for Highland 
poetry, Dundee issatd to liav« pored' wilh raptnre 
ova* the pages of- Sallnst, Nepos, and Hntarch. 
His mind probably acquired in this simple way^ 
that bent towards high military enterprise, ami 
4iiat anbending principle of military honour, which 
have given his name, notwithstanding nil the faults 
which attach to it, such a strong historical in* 
terest.' 

It was Dundee's opmion, in choosing and en- 
tering npon -his profession, that, in order to ac- 
tpnre a thorough knowledge of it, he ought to 
serve under diflereut foreign powers, and in every 
gradation of rank. He accordingly acted, for some 
time, nt ^e commencement of his career, as a 
volunteer in the Frendi service. When the war 
with' Holland was concluded, and a sort of friend- 
ehip estaUidied between that country and Eng- 
land, on account of the Prince of Orange (nephew 
of the British monarch) becoming Stadtholder, 
Dnndee transferred his services to the other side 
of the Rhone. Becoming a comet in the Prince 
of Onuige's own troop of guards, he had the good 
fortune, while fighting in that capacity at the bat- 
tle of Senefie, (1674), to save the life of his mas- 
ter, by rescuing him, and bringing him off' upon 
his own horse. The command of a Scotch regi- 
ment in the Dutch service falling vacant soon af- 
ter that event, Dundee applied for it ; but the 
Prince, though perhaps anxious to requite the 
merit of his preserver, was obl^d, by a pre-en- 
gagement, to refuse his request. He then resolved 
to serve no longer in Holland, but to return home, 

42 
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and offer his aword to his own savereigiit who was 
understood to require such services, on account of 
the turbulence of his Scottish subjects. 

The Prince of Orange honoured him, at his de- 
parture, with a letter of recommendation to the 
Duke of York, in which there was an eamejBt re? 
quest that he might be well pfovided for. The 
Duke having communicated this recommendation 
to King Charles, Dundee was soon after appointed 
to be captain of a regiment of horse, which was 
then in the process of being raised in Scotland, for 
the suppression of insurrections. There was some- 
thing so pointed in the favour shown on this oc; 
casion to the young soldier, that we can scarcely 
wonder at the constancy with which he adhered 
ever after to the interests of his benefactors. The 
King was under the necessity of allowing the Dnke 
of Lauderdale, his prime minister for Scotland, 
to fill up the commissions for the regiments then 
raised; his Grace probably making that astipu- 
lation, for the pui-pose of providing for his own 
dependents. Chailes demanded or retained only 
one exception ; and it was in favour of the friend 
and preserver of the Prince of Orange. 

Dundee was then, (1677^ let forth, with other 
adventurers, upon that crusade gainst the Whigs- 
of the west of Scotland, which has procured his 
name so much popular execration. There was 
something extremely unfortunate in this part of his 
history, and especially so, far as his reputation with 
posterity was concerned. The people whom he 
was employed to check, were a set of pious and 
worthy persons ; originally, perh^[)s, sinning in the 
uncomproi^aising vehemence with which they had 
conducted matters during the Civil War ; but now 
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eertginl^ for more siniied agaiast in the rathkM 
persecution to which, they were subjected by the 
government,, on account of their religion. To ex- 
plain the state of the country in one sentencey* 
Scotland was then precisely in the same condi- 
tion with Ireland at a more recent period. Her 
people, at least the inhabitants of her most im- 
portant districts, were zealously attached to a form 
of worship, which was found to be adverse to the 
welfare of the state, and which was even adverse^ 
in many of its points of doctrine, to the spirit of 
public liberty, but which was certainly much more 
.dangerous in a condition of intoleration, than it 
could possibly have been, if countenanced by the 
government. Toleration was not then a recog* 
nised principle. The two last of the Stuart sove- 
reigns, therefore, conceived it necessary to repress 
the religion of these people by extreme mean^, and 
to employ as instruments for doing so the inhabi- 
tants of another district, who, like the Orangemen 
in the neighbouring kingdom, were known to r»« 
gard the recusants and their doctrine with equal 
detestation. It was thus simply on the grounds 
of local prejudice, of religion, and of political con* 
nections, that Dundee became engaged in this very 
unhappy war. If he displayed much prompt se- 
verity in his management of it, it might be ex- 
cused by his favourite maxim, " that, if terror can 
be made to prevent or end a war, it is the truest 



mercy. " ^ 



It is still perbi^ to be regretted by those who 
admire the nobleness of nature wfiich diaracterized 
thi» man, that he should have served his appren- 
ticeship to glory in scenes so much the reverse of 
glorious, or that he should have at all condescended 
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t6 act ia a flphere, which wits^ to say the least of it, 
unworthy of the ioidier's best energies. It filnrald 
be reeoUected, howerer, that, tl&ongfa well eoniiect- 
ed, and possessed of some reputation, Dundee enter- 
ed the army in an inferior dtuation, and had no 
pfospect of advancing himself except by a diligent 
perfonnance of every dnty which might snceessive* 
iy occur to him* Perhaps he may be excused up- 
on the metaphysical principle, that pride is not in- 
eompatible, in some minds, with a power of bend- 
ing to necessity. He possibly was one of lliose 
indiriduals whose sduls are such an exquisite com- 
pound of lofty aspirations and groundling common 
aense, that, ^ the rery purpose of elevating them* 
a^ves out of the irksomely humble situation ia 
which they find tliemselves placed 'by fDrtune, they 
will heartily grapple with, and perform with the 
most serene punctuality, every duty connected 
with their place in society, carrying through de- 
gradation and drudgery a spirit which will eventual- 
shine out, when llie grand object is obtained, 
with uninjured splendour. Minds of this order re- 
aemble the fairy-gifted tent in the Arabian Tales, 
which was so nball-as to be carried in the pocket 
•of the proprietor during the day, but at night could 
l>e expanded ta such a width as to cover a whole 
anny. The world, which is too apt to judge of 
men with a mere reference to iJieir origin and ear^ 
ly history, is seldom libend enough to suppose, in 
the case of a man exalted above his native sphere, 
that he may have all along, from the very first, pos- 
aessed a talent and a spirit which fitted him for 
Ingh situations, but generally accounts for his rise 
by ^ther the vulgar error cf good fortune, or by 
suggesting that he was tempted forwan!, atep by 
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>tep» ^y pnNfMcto wUdi gradoatty qiened beAm 
him* It is, howevery abandaDtly eTideat ihat tuck 
mincb often exist, and that tbmr rise is entir^' 
owing to the discretion with which they hate ma- 
naged their > powers. Their merit was from die 
irery fint eqtiaUy great, bat only it was not pni* 
dent or possible, in thcdr earlier sitaatioBS, to give 
it oetenfloble shape. To s«di an order of minds-— 
so great, yet so bambla — so far reaching in coi^ 
templation, yet so diligent in minnte employment 
—Dundee anqneetionably bekmged. . 

The saperior activity he displayed above all Ins 
brother officers, is siifficiently proved, if better 
proof were wanting, by the distinction with which' 
his name is still remembered by the common peo** 
pie in the sonth-iwest: province of Scotland. A-* 
midst all the heroes of that day— the Dalyells, the* 
GriersonSy. and the Braces, —no name seems to be 
impresfBod on the popular mind so deeply as that 
of " the Bloody Claver se. " To such a degree, 
indeed, did bis actions excite poUie sentiment in 
that snperstitjoiis age, that he was generally heUev** 
ed to have entered into a leagne with the powera 
Qf darkness, by whidi, in consideration of the aban* 
donment of his salvation, he was rendered invnl- 
nerable in this world, and invested with a pecniiar 
power of annoying the £uthfiiL A heavtifol white- 
horse, which he generally rode, was supposed to be 
itself possessed by an evil spbrit, for the purpose 
of farthering his unholy woik ; and monntain-sides 
are still shown in the Highlands of Tweeddale, al« 
most as steep and verdant as tur^walb, along 
which the peasant informs us that Claverhouse 
could ride on bis charmed steed, with such speed 
and scicarity, as rather t^ resemble a winged bird' 
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than «n armed mini. He wm led into duties t€ 
tbk perilom nadure by a deram of dittarbing tile 
oonreBticles keld in these Alpine soiitndes, and ke 
no do«bt dared mocli in pnnming tbe dreadful task 
he had nndettaken. Bat it is easy to see that his 
mincoloas adrentniBt in this way irere no more*' 
than what a man of darii^ spirit conld easily per-' 
form, with the assiatanoe of a powerfnl and sore- 
footed hoiae, and that this sapematoral appearaacv 
was entirely oecasioned by the extreme terror with 
which his nnreknting eharaeter had inspired the- 
beholders. 

There was something in the person of Dimdee 
which tended to oonfirm die superstitions fear with 
^R^iiGh be was regarded. His figure was slight and 
of low statare, yet restless and acdv« to such a 
degree, as migbt well «i:eile Ae idea ol its being 
the tabemade of a demoniac spirit. His vnage was 
beantifnl even to eflfeminaey, and was still fivAe^ 
softened by a arakitude of pendulous ringlets which 
he disposed arowid it, mudi after the female feshiott 
of flsodem timea, and which, it is remembered, ho 
tninad with much caro into their proper arrange' 
meat, by wearing them in leads wiien m uadfcss. 
Yet, with aU his perfect handsomeness, there was 
a fire in his full itk eye--an eyo which leolted 
down upon men Jike an ei^e from his eyrie— 
and, moreover, there was a scomfol rigour on his 
deep upper Kp, wbidi testified that hie was any 
thing but the mind genendly understood to be in* 
dicailed by good looks. It was another pecuHsri- 
ty of his penson, though one that could excite fittle 
more dmn wonder, that his hands and fingers were 
SMigukrly long and deUcate; a matter on winch be 
eeeans to hare prided himself mueh, as, in Im 
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f&ttait by Sir Peter Lety, preeerf«d at Gkmmui 
Castle, tlwre k aa evident eadearoor en the part 
ef tbe painter to give foil advantage to it. * 

The events of Dundy's life which intervened 
betwixt his entering the King's service in 1677 
and his rallying in fiivonr of King James after the 
Kevolntion^ may be briefly passed over. He was 
defeated at the ekimish of London-hill, in May 
ltf79, hot shared next month in the victory gain* 
ed by the royal forces over the insurgents at 
Bothwell-hridge. In 1662, he became, in Com- . 
pany with his youngs brother David, Sheriff of 
Wigtonshire, probably :with a* view, on Uie part of 
hie cbnstitoents, that he shonld exert himself in a 
eivii as he had alneady done in a nriHtary capacity, 
fer the pactfeatfton of that diBsflfeeted district. 
In 16(84, he wne constituted comaAdiEr df oiie of th^ 
Royid Regiments of Hone, ^ was twom a privy*' 
nauMaUor, and had s gift of the Castle of Dndhope 
aild the Gonstabnlary of Dundee* Ahont the same* 
period he married Lady Jean Coehraiie^ Slighter 
ol William Lord Cochrane, eldest son of the Bail 
of Dnndonald ; a match considered e&tremely 
atnoge by all his firiends, as the tooity of his wife^ 
wns diatingviBhed for pnritanism. ' In conseqnenee 
of his enspidona aUiance, he wns omitted from the 
Uat of privyHMwncillon made np on King JamesV 
aynawon in 1686, bat was soon afterwatds restoi^^ 
ed. He sn o c Bssi visly reached the nmks, of Bri- 
gadier-gencnd in 1686, and of Major-general iti 
1688 ; and, ou the IStfa of November in ihe kst 
inaa^ptdons year, a week-after the landing of the 
Brince of Orange, he waiB created ViBconm ;of 
Dnndee. 

It is quite mmecas sa ry to detail all the circura- 
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itftocei which led to the Revehition. li tniy be 
Bofficienty in order to excite a s^rnipa^iaiog dpirit 
in the leader towards the events of -the ft^lomng 
narratiye, to remind him that, if the last of the 
Stuart sovereigns governed their kingdoms wi^ 
less prudence than the roonarchs by whom it baa 
been the Jiappiness of Britain to be governed 
since, they livid b^bre them^ and at ti time when 
fiur government was neither known in principle, 
nor could well be proceeded upon in practice. It 
has now become a fashion to declaim against ^the 
lineal race of the royal family as a series of in- 
tractable despots, whom even misfortune could not 
improve. Yet, even supposing it fair to condemn 
men and principles of government which obtained 
in the seventeenth century, because they were 
more barliarons than those which obtain in the 
nineteenth,— and this alone seems the principle of 
Uie fasluon alluded to,-^is it like men of sense or 
candour to adopt a prejudice against a whole 
ftmily on account of two generations, more es- 
pecially as the very race by which the country is' 
BOW so satisfactorily ruled, is sprung . from pre* 
dsely the same stock ? To look through- the spec- 
tacles of modem politics at the unfortunate indi- 
viduals in question, and to condemn them for iall-* 
mg short of what is now considered the standard 
of pradential government, appears to the- present 
writer very much like trying a criminal upon a 
post-fado law. The Stuarts may have been ab- 
surdly inflexible, and even severe ; but it ought to 
Hm recollected that they had the mani^ment of 
the country during a tumult of public . o[Mni(m, 
which mtsi have taken place whether they exn^ 
ed or not, and which would have made it equally 
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cKfficnU for any -other sort of Bovereigns to govern 
with discretion. If they became arbitrary, and cniel, 
it was only when the threats and Tiolence of the 
repablican party. had given them a horror for eyery 
thing like opposition. Alt<^ether, it seems by no 
naeaas impossible, while appreciating the infinite 
adrantages which have accrued to Britain from 
the deposition of this race of. kings, to regard them 
nevertheless with a great portion of that tender and 
forgiving sentiment which Occasioned the following 
and so many other attempts for their restoration! 
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CHAPTER 11. 



THB IIEVOI.UTI0N. 



To the Lords of ConTention— *twa« ClaTerse who npoke— 
En tiie Kind's crown go down there are crowns to be broke ! 
Then let etuok Cavalier who lores honour and me. 
Come follow the bonnets of bonny Dundee. 

SIA WALTER SCOTT. 



When it was first understood at the English court 
that the Prince of Orange designed to invade . the 
kingdom, James thought it necessary to command 
all his Scottish forces to march southwards, that 
they might assist the English army in defending 
him against the expected attack. His Scottish 
forces then consisted of four regiments of foot, 
one of dragoons, and one troop of horse-guards ; 
amounting in all to nearly ten dtousand men, or a 
third of the whole available force of the two king* 
doms. They were commanded by General Dou- 
glas, brother of the first Duke of Queensberry; 
Claverhouse being Major-general, and leader of 
the horse. They left Scotland at the beginning of 
October, in two detachments ; the foot marching 
under the direction of General Douglas by Ches- 
ter, and the horse under the charge of Claverhouse 
by York* They arrived at London, and joined 
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the EngHbb aitny under the command of the Eert 
of FerefBfasm, on tbe 25tfa of October. ^ 

Tbe Prince of Oninge having landed on the 5lh 
of Novembw at Torbay in Devontbire, King James 
adfVDeed wi^ bis united army to meet him ; and 
it was while be maintained his intuition of fighting 
tbe intader, and while amdons to aecnre all poar 
aiUe friends to his iateiestSy that he made Gavei^ 
bense a Vlscoost. Hisconfideneey however, gave 
way^ Us be bbserred the defection of his chief o^ 
fioera and oonnsellors to the Prince, and snccee- 
ttrely heard of the insurrections which were tab- 
ji^ place throngfaont die kingdom agamst bi^. 
Appalled at tbe danger in winch be stood, be r»- 
a^red to abandon his army, and retire to London. 
In. that emerg^cy, tbe most of his Scottish forces 
fenudned true to his interests* These men were 
<if a less scmpuloas spirit in regard to the arbi- 
trary conduct of their master, and had been less 
akrned by bis late Catholic measures, than the 
Engli^ soldiery. Many of tbem were cadets of 
old Episcopalian and Catholic fJEimilies in the north 
of Scotland, who feh tbm interest identified with 
that of King James. Some had acted for nearly 
their whole lifetime in behalf of the House of 
Stuart, trough good report and bad report, and 
were now too old to make a ready change. For 
instance, the Eafl of An*ly rode in a high com- 
mand in this little Tory army ; a nobleman who 
bad accompanied that Lucifer of cSTaHers, tbe 
Marquis of Montrose, through all his wars, and 
who had nnce serred tbe Stuarts for nearly half a 
century. It could not be expected that such men 
were inspired with the eame notions regardii^ the 
aaivaitiaii of cburdi and state as the EngKsh sol- 
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dien ; and ioeordtDg1y» wUie eompmf alket cenk^ 
,ny, and officer alW officer, left James's camp to 
mn htm wbo proposed to reatore the oonatitatioii) 
the Scottirii regimentB remaiDed firm aroimd Aor 
Intimate sovereign alanoet to a man. It wa» a* 
mong the chiefs of this band that JameS fimiid the 
most faitbfol con&selsy and the most affisctionate 
•offisrs of serrice. The Earl of Danbarton, a son 
of the noble House of Donglas, who commanded 
^ne of the foot regiments (now the Scots Royals), 
isSendy wkh a spirit worthy of his ancient dii- 
Talric race, to oigage the invader with his own 
.Uttle corps; certain, he said, that if he could not 
atop his progress, he would at least give him such 
m check as would cause the spirits of the King's 
r^nds to rally, Dundee advised the irres<4ute 
monarch to fight the Prince, at aU hasards, with 
the force he had, or else go boldly to him in per^ 
son, and demand his business in England ; and 
it is now every thing but certain, diat if James 
had followed either of these two. advices, or done 
somelbing of an equally vigorous nature, he m%^ 
have remained on the throne. UnfortunlEtely for 
himself, he thought it more advisable to give way 
for the time to what he thought a merely acci- 
dental current of circumstances, in^ the hope of 
afterwards resuming the command of the empire 
with the increased power which always results horn 
a suppressed rebellion. He told the Earl of Dun- 
barton, that he could not think of risking the lives 
of s6 many brave men in an action which could not 
be decisive ; and he rejected with equal firmness 
the advice tendered him by Dundee. He finally 
retired to London with a smidl gnard, leavii^ 1^ 
anny without eaq^resa commands of any kind, ai- 



ikerfoSglit^ri^tiMk Wken latcUi|!«Ke «l tU* 
fact was ooynynanieated to Lord Dvadee and MHne 
other chiefs pf the jScottish in»y» they oonki not 
help pheMiog l^act. ^ 

Eren afiker Jaaies had abandoned his ann^r^ Don* 
dee oontiaaed to keep together all the men over 
.Wboin he had wy inflnenoe^ in the hope that sonA 
Supp^itnnity n^giit yet oeenr of senring his nnhappf 
imsatec. He retired out of the way of the ad<» 
Tanciog troops of the Prince of Ocanget to Wal« 
|iligfoid» iftt^ndii^ to retreat from thence, if he 
aaw Qceasion^ towards Scotlteid, where he knew he 
Slight make a ▼igoroos stand for the King» espe* 
eiflJly if) w was at one tune contemf^ated, his Ma* 
jeBty Were to acconip«ay him. While qnartered 
at Widii^ord^ he receif^ a letter from ihe Prinoe 
tof Omnge^ assuring him that, if he wonld stay 
there till he reoeired further ordens none oi his 
Soyal Hi^^hness s army should touch him. On 
J^he iame dayy he received intelligeDce that the 
Kingv haTittg.been brought back by the populace 
from FeTershaas» whither he had retired with the 
intention of flying to Fiuttce» was expected to he 
in Whitehall ihat night ; in consequence of which 
kifor«ia|iiiM» Mher the* in obedience to the re- 
^|«eBt of tlbe Pjince of Onmipe^ he pos^mned his 
intended. mardi^ end rode up to London. 

lie Waited on. the unfertunaite monarch next 
naraingy in company wilh his friend the Eari of 
Bakams^ ^ nobleman who^ like himself, united 
extMHe Toiy piiinciples with. a generous heart and 
%.vMi of high nbiUty*. The Kiug reQeived them 
Irith jk.wnrmth .of sffection propertioned to the 
^distress of his .ckcnmatstaceft.; bnt. could not help 
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•ildB^, M lie took a walk witb tlim& ^kkm^ ikk 
Mall, how they came to be with him, whea all thft 
world had fonaken him for the Prince of Oraiige. 
They replied, that they had no interests in eommoK 
with the Prince of Orange ; for him^ nor for any 
other man, could they ever f<H«ake a master wh» 
had loaded them with so many honoars, and widi 
80 much gracious kindness. ** I see, I see, " cried 
the unhappy Prince, overpowered by ^is -dispkiy 
of a feeling which he almost believed to have deh 
serted the earth ; *^ you are the men I always took 
you to be; you shall know all my intentions.*' 
He then informed them, that, seeing no prospect 
<tf remainbg in Britain, except as a cipher, or as 
a prisoner to his ungenerous nephew — and here he 
repeated the celebrated saying of his father, " Short 
is the way between the prisons and the graves of 
kingB ".—he had resolved to take a temporary re- 
fuge in France. ^' When I am there, " he addedt 
** you shall receive my instructions : yon. Lord 
Balcarres, shall have a commission to manage my 
civil affiiirs rand you, Lord Dundee, to conunaiid 
my troops. " ^ As is well known, he soon aftsr 
put his liotal intention into execution. 

When the Prince of Orange sidMequently as* 
aumed the government, Dundee and Balcarres bath 
had an interview with him. He soUeited the foiw 
mer to enter once more into his service ; but Dun* 
dee refused without ceremony, stating for excaae, 
that he was under an oath of fidelity to King 
James, which he did not conceive himself at libetty 
to violate in favour of one who must now be look* 
ed upon as his declared enemy. William, with 
that fairness of mind which se«ns to have been 
characteristic of himi acknowledged the validity of 



^jhe esMie. Ob metdkog^ hevrefer^ ^h a simOar 
fromBakarreB, he hinted that it would be 
forhim to lire in observation of the laws, 
or ^se be would be obliged to let tbem.take their 
eowse upon him. Both noblemen then retired to 
Seotlaiid, under the protection of about twenty* 
four troopers, whom Dundee had brought with him, 
.aa a guard, ^om Wallingfwrd. He at present found 
•it impossible to bring away more of his men, be- 
.cawtoi General Douglas having gone over to the 
F^iBoe, the whole army was at once reduced to hiis 
aervioe, though, as it afterwards appeared, much 
.agaiiiat &e will c€ the majority* 

It had been determined, soon after William took 
poaseasiaa of Lcmdon, that the Scottish govem- 
mmt should be setded, as the Ei^lish was about 
tf^b^ by a National Convention ; and that Conven- 
tion waa appointed to meet on the 13th of March 
16§9. It was nearly the end of February before 
Dundee and-Bdearres arrived, to exert themselves 
at the elections in favour of King James ; and long 
era (hat period, the measure of the Revolution had 
bMD virtually carried almost as decidedly as in 
. Eagland* If Scotland, from comparative barbarism, 
wm deatimte of that spirit of freedom which so re- 
raulcably distinguidbed her sister kingdom, she 
bad aaolfaer motive for shaking off the arbitrary 
n^ of the Stuarts, which, if less respectable or 
wwlhy, was at least as strong. This was the spirit 
of rdigion. • Inflamed by resentment for the de* 
pvession.of presbytery daring the late reigiis, and 
fiwntic widi the hope of sedmg it now rise trinm* 
•phaat, the Lowland peasantry had flocked to Edin- 
bvqiii^ on the very first intelligence of the advances 
of ^ Briaoe of Orange, and at once expdled the 
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cduit fltad ^ HY^m of iJk% lite ikioiMidijn k 
now oiili^ iieiiunti«d to bt Been In die CottftNitMii^ 
wfiat faee the Noitfaem k>yal]Bt8 and the h i tt w rtfc y, 
nndiet the gnhlance of Dtiiidee) ehiMild pr Mem 
egainst the Southern and Western Whig^woieiieHed 
by the populace and the usT^lntilnMtty j^oremtam^ 
akeady estabHihed in England. 

The parties weie eventnaDy found to be inmdi 
more equal in strength than conld have beeA' ex- 
pected : the filends of King Jaanee ket the 9kt»* 
iSon of a president of their compleition by only 
fifteen rotjes ; a minority whidi mttit liav« he«l 
more than outbalanced, if the H%MiMld ehnto^ wtie 
were mostly layourable to tliem, had beeft repre- 
sented in the house. This circMMistatoee, h ow<r»e>, 
Vas %nfllcient to determine all the Mtbseqaent^ flieih 
sures. It proved that 1^ old g^o^emtnent mto 
weaker than the ne«r, and (Consequently* g«t# «U 
the niidecided to understand, that with the new 
Would now aTcfne remain any chanee ef safety ^r 
patronage. HilthMo, many htfd «lded Wilih ifae 
Tories, frotn ah idea tlAit tlie oppe^ife fmity Wtistfet 
^TOfkg or resdcrte enough te calry titeteti|B^ lAte 
measure of the Revoltidon % bwt now iA\ ^fuSi^ 4o 
the tanks of tlife WMg«, '^^iicept those «Hio 4«i^li 
decided mter^st in the foi^Afi^ fttflite of iMftgey M* 
1^0 V^cmld not overcome lli^ir ^^ei^les tegte'dti^ 
the olith of allegiance to King James. 

Tb«M Wte 'BometMifg eMrl^y in«ere«^g Ih 
the circum^n<5e6 Wd^ iMi^ me Con^Hnitihm 
met-i^--Beim^lih9)n^ fkr Mei*e ivAKiMf^esl^^fi^ 'In fM wiv^jr* 
thIiSn there W8« iii ^e ite^^toiblage e«P the Etigiidli 
Cdnventioh. "V^le tfie di^ftfndei<s of ^ubHe ^ibMV 
ty In England tiMft in gecuil^, iinder ^he pnMee- 
tion of tteir fuetl^en Imd Mooter iHm fVittoe ^^ 



(Huge, the Sooltirii Reirolirtkimsti hid ^ 
M0 mder dra gnw of a foitrait, which was held 
against them by a T017 and a Catholic ; they were 
anagled up, even in their place of meeting, with a 
bead of enemieft nearly eqoal to tbemeelvee in 
Mnabefy who wera anspeoted of entertaining ^the 
fltost nnecmpiiloni dewgae regarding them. The 
▼ery po|ralace, whidi they had been obliged to call 
aa timr pratectioay gave an aspect of dreadfnl 
intefeat to their sitnation. That was composed 
chiefly of the weatlami Covenanters; men who 
Ikad come wild torn their hills and mniis^ bearing 
Ipeaeatii iheir Uao boDnete Iscea either Mdhm with 
•lecoUectioa of wrongs, or beaming with expecti^ 
lions of i«?enge, and canying nnder their gray 
plaida, for the work they were catted apon^ the 
aworda and piitels which they had med against the 
-HoBse<of Stnart at Pentlaad aad BothwriL It 
snight be said that, in ftngland, the geniaa of li- 
berty rose, serene, spotlem, and faeantifal, oat of 
dm alight tarmoH incideiital to the time andcrisia. 
Bnt in Seothmd> she burst npon-the si^t, vrith 
maniac looks, dbhevelled attire, and still brandish- 
ing in her hand the dagger with which she had 
fonght her way throng the strife. 

The first few days of Uie Cmivention were sp^it 
in endeai«ari on the part of the Whigs to get rid 
of dieir Tory associates, and of the armed force 
•which hong over them. They cavUled at the elec- 
tion of almost every opponent, and by that means 
expelled a great nomber. They attempted to pre- 
vail npon the Duke of Gordon to give np the cas- 
tle, which he professed to hold out for King James. 
And, being pecnliarlyembanassed by the presence 
of Lord DvMtae and Sir Gaoiga Madfanaie> thay 
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uiHMMimrau 10 iiigBWU tiwia away^ ny reports 01 
an iDtealioii being enfttntaiBed by the Covenmten 
to a88a«inate tkmm* Dandee and his fnenda sooft 
•aw boar sdmII ^mm tbaiv cbanco of doing any tbiag 
lor King James in aneh an anenbly ; and tlie^ 
agitated a praposal to bold a eeanter ^onTentaoa^ 
Imned entirety of loyafotsy at Stirling^ where 
they weie enpowered by a letter from l^ir so^ 
Tsre^ to asBomfaie, and where tbey expeefted that 
the £ari of Mar, as genremor of Stirling Castle^ 
woald aiford tbem pniteclieii. 

It has siways hitherto been donbted by hisitf- 
riansy whether tfak nunonr of assMsinBtiott waa -k 
nue on the part of the Wh^ to get tpat of iHn 
two Tory duefsy^ or a rmae on tfaor own part te 
excuse the retirement winch they cdntemplSatOd 
fft»m the Conrention. The present writer, with 
deferenee^ is disposed to think that it existed in- 
dependent of both parties. Ho finds, at least, a 
drcnmstsace meaitMmed in the Miantes of the 
ConTention (not obserred by any inraaer writer), 
whicfar ae it conld scarcely be got np for the par- 
pose by enther side» seenH to give probability to 
sneh a conclnsion. It is m^orded in t|iM Minates, 
under date of Salwday, Msroh lOrfH^hftt; James 
BtBaioy dyer^ appeared before the Convention, and 
declared, that he heard two men in his own house, 
the day before, avow a lesolution^f^^ use these 
dogs, the Lmd Dundee and Sir "iS^eorge Maoken- 
aiaf as they had been nsed byHlhem, " inquiring at 
the same twtt lor their lodgings, and averring that 
they dbonldHBt escape tb^n, though they might 
net exeoawPheir project for some nightt. When 
it is cai}e#l9o nuad that the same clans of meA hid 

lainnatad another of their ardi' en e m ies (Sharps) 



Mly tsn fern Mom, iIwm is Kitl* Attesitjr in 
•opposiag tiiat tbef miglit now enloftain tke inten* 
tion of at onoe doing the state eenriee, and grati- 
fying themeel^es, by a nnllnr ael of iBfenge a* 
gakieft two eqnally obnozioiie indindvide. Among 
the moltitades which flocked to Kdiabargh on this 
oecaatony there nraet hare been many who tiaeed 
the ridn of their fiMuiliee and the d eet r u c ti on of 
their own hapfHness, not to speak of the deprea- 
aion of l^ir religion, to these ministers of the late 
•government ; and among that namber then eoald 
eearoely ^1 to be some one or two, who, dmwing 
the nsnal sanction for each an action from the 
pages of the Old Testament, had reaoWed, as their 
«WB iaronnte pfaiaseelogy ran, to ececnte CM'b 
^reag^eanoe upon them. 

Whether the lumonr arose from a serious de- 
4lign, or from the etratagem of a party,* it is certain 
^lal Dundee took advantage of it, as an ostMsible 
excuse for his mtkement. It appears^ fram a me- 
moir of these traasadlons, diawn up by the Barl 
;of BaltaRts, that he had caneerted the design of 
finttring before the fumour met hia ears. Wiien he 
was informed of it, he flew to the CouTentlon, 
and deaModed that a party might b^ sent to search 
the house in which the intending assaisins were 
said to Imk. 'Hie members absoluldy revised t» 
interfere in the case; on which he i^t ^em, to 
iMrttle. with his friends tegarding the project of tho 
Coanter-ConrenttonV It was agreed that day, that 
on Monday they should all meet at a certain place 
of rendeasVous in the city, and forthivith' proceed 
tb Stirling ^ ibe' Mar^is of Athole agreeing to go 
«Hth them, and to bring down a body of High- 
landers from 1^ estate, . to serve as their guard. 
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MeMMfw had pre?io«d]r been taSken to edify the 
Doke of Gordon in his nwolntion to hold OQt 
Edinbmgh Ctatle for King Junes. 

It happened, nnfoitnnately for Dundee, that h^ 
fere Monday some of his most important adherents 
; failed in their p^ose. When they met on the 
mining of that day, and before Dundee appeals- 
ed, the Marqnis of Athole, who was by far their 
•most influential man, requested that they might 
•wait another day, and, in the mean time, to pnv> 
:Tent sospicion, attend the Conyention as usuaL 
They had accordingly dispersed to go to the Par- 
■Itament-honse, when Dundee came to the plaa^ 
-with his diirty troopers, all ready for the marcl^ 
0ad was cenfouKied to hear of the adjoummenit 
of their design. It was now, of course, too late 
ior him to think of remaining on terms with the 
•Con?entioB. The a|^murance of hb attendants om 
the stree t s- t hey had previously beenconcealedU^ 
was in itself a dedaration of war against the house^ 
He was therefore reduced to the necessity of quiw 
ting the town by himself; leaving only a moo s age 
ior his esBociates, that he would lingw on the way^ 
in the hope that they might escape after him* 

The manner of Dundee s departure from Edin- 
hnigh was highly characteristic of the man ; it was 
quite worthy of one who had so long acted in de» 
£ance of natnial feelings, for the sake of an sb* 
stract {Hinciple* He rode out of the city by one 
of its eastern avenues— Leith Wynd-— followed by 
his small but chosen band of troopers. Being 
asked by a friend wh<Nn he met where he was gor 
ing, he waved his hat, and, in a fit of lofty enthu? 
siasm, partly arising from political, and partly from 
family feelii^ exdaimedj ** Wheresoever the q^iril 



^ Montrose slttll direct me ! " ^ On oleatfog the 
vftburbs, he turned to the west, and gdloped with 
his men along the edge of the bank which oter* 
bung what was then a lake defending the city on 
the north ^de ; a way which now forms the site 
of Princes Street, and from whence, of course/ his 
cavalcade made a conspicuons appearance in the 
«yes of the citizens, who flodEed to that side of 
the tjown to see it. It is needless to remark what 
sensations mnst harQ filled mens breasts, when 
they saw the terrible Claverhouse thus break the 
wand of peace with them, and declare his intentloa 
of using all his power to thwart their scheme of 
political regeneration. They conld scarcely fail t* 
beliold him and his band, small as they wew M 
{>h)rsical force, with the utmost wonder and dread* 
Before quitting their sight, he performed a deed 
which tended to deepen their impressions of «wb 
for his sittgalarly danng character. ' Leaving hit 
men on the bank opposite to the castle, he weat 
forward alone to the bottom of the tall rock on 
which that fortress is situated ; deHberately began 
to clamber np the crags on the west side ; and, with 
no small danger to himself, at length reached the 
bottom of the walle. The Doke of Gordon then 
issued from a postern, (which was yisible in the 
thne of Sir John Dalrymple, ^ though built up), 
and held a conference with him, in that singular 
situation, regarding the prospects of their party. 
' No exact or authentic report has ever been 
given of the couveri^tion of the two cavalier no- 
blemen. But it is commonly affirmed, that Dun- 
dee entreated his Grace to leave the fortress under 
die charge of a futbful lieutenant of the name of 

c 
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Wimwliit mA 10 acoomfwoy kun to ihe Highltmiti 
lliat ke might there eonpley his inmeine patrimQ* 
akl infiaeooe in niuog an ioBUireclion. The Difi^f 
IB said to hare coDoea]e4 bis timidity under the 
iBease of a soldtier. ^' A soldier/' he said, <^ caop 
Mt in hononr quit the post tliat is as^g^ned to 
hhn." Dundee then left him, with "an entneety 
that he would at leaet hold out the Caatle till re* 
Mered. 

The eight of these two gnmd public eaeraiee in 
0pen eenferenee with each other, joined t^ the cir* 
mimstenres under winch that ^niference took placid 
eauaed the utmost dmstemation in EdinbnrglL 
Hundreds flecked from the city to witnesa the 
alrange soeoe, and« being mistaken by others for 
ndheienti of Dnndeoi a report- arose, that he was 
mustering his forces to attack the Coni^ention* 
Aooiong other mmoucs, it was affirmed that the 
Dnke of Gordon was about to fire upon the Par* 
Uaoienfr-hoase. Mlien the news reached the Coa« 
iwatien, the Dnke of Hamilton, its rerolutionary 
pvesidetft, ordered the doors of the house to hie 
heited, and the keys to be laid upon the taUe be- 
kfte him. There waa danger, he cried, within as 
well as without doom ; but he would do bis best 
to secure the safety of all wellwishem to their 
country, by detaining these who were the rereise^ 
so thai they might serve as hostages for the good 
bebafionr of their eccomplices. Thus, he said, 
the friends of liberty would have little to fear for 
the present ; and as for die foture, he could, by n 
stamp of bis foot, call up tfaouaaads of willii^ men 
to their protection. He thmi, with the ooaeent ef 
the house, ordered the Earl of Leven to go foitb 
into the dty ; to caase drums to be beat aikl trum'* 
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pets Mranded throngli hs streets, ; to gstfaer ttog^ 
ther ai) who w&e well effected to religioB ead li* 
berty ; aad, with tbe band he eiight c^lect» to «l* 
tack and disperse any body of bms who were ia 
aran without wamnt of the CoaTeiilioii. AU this 
was prompdy executed; and in the BMMtfitinie^ 
wfafie the noise of a icity rinng in arms was heard 
from wtthoht, the frieads of the exiled monareli 
sat minted with their eneaues, confoandedat the 
danger which seemed impendiagever tiien^ and 
at the imposRhititf of consnhiag wilii each othe^ 
tegarding their Common interests. The ise&ig of 
tiiat dreadM hoar, with both the firimids and the 
aiemies of liberty, mast have been, that tiiey woidd 
require to wait till a conflict took place anmad thshr 
htotme of assembly between their riq»ecti?e parties 
of ahned friends ; after which, they would be i«^ 
lieved or mtmacred as either party happened to 
he trinmptbmt, if not previottdy destroyed ikritheul 
4iBcrimraalion by the bombs of the Castle. 

It being ascertained in time that Dundee had 
quietly depaited with his thirty troepers, and that 
the fri^dsof the Whig perty had mustered so 
■troi^ as to put them cmt of ail danger from the 
•other party, this dreadfol crisis passed hannlesdy 
away. The president, however, judged it expe* 
HeAt to send a messenger affew the retiring noble- 
man, commanding his immediate retain to the aa* 
aeflftbl)^^ A Major Bnntmg was eekcted, with a 
troop of about eighty horse, to perform this some* 
what hasarcbus piece of service ; and it is said that 
he had secret orders, in .case of inding Dundee 
restive, to seize his person and Imng him liack by 
force. The pursuers soon overtook the tetiriag 
kfaliats^ wlio were d^iheiately pacing akmg the 
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ioid to Stiiliiig by Ltnliliigbw. Wlien Dundee 
WW them adyanchig, he permitted bis troop to go 
on before, and, filing back towards Btmting, en* 
(ered into coBTer^stioii with him. Bunting de- 
lif^red the message of the ConTeotion, and men- 
tioiied die alternative measure which he was com- 
'manded to lake, in Uie event of &iding his lord- 
ah^> ttoamenable to their commands. Dundee oa- 
]f replied, that he woidd advise him to go back to - 
tlie Convention, without giving lum further trou- 
ble, or his altemalive measure would be *^ to send 
Inm back to them in a pair of blankets/* At ^ia 
dreadful hint, Bunting, though att«ided by double 
the number of Dundees troop, judged it mo^ 
prudait to withdraw.^ 

The Convention was dismissed that day, witl^ 
eat ' any attempt being made against the Tory 
members. . Nevertheless, the resolution which had 
been displayed by their opi^ents, and the armed 
force which was now openly arrayed against diero, 
caused many to give up the project of doing any 
thing for King James at Uie present juncture. The 
very men who were to have taken the most promi- 
nent part in the counter-^oonvention abandoned tkie 
scheme. The Earl of Mar, who was to have been 
its landlord, attempted to go out of town by the 
only gate which was guarded, and thus gave Inm- 
self up to the enemy. The Marquis of Athole, 
who was to have been its guard, remained quietly 
in town. In fine, many went over to the raniis of 
the Whigs ; others betook themselves to their coun- 
try seats ; and scarcely any went to join Dundee* "^ 
That nobleman being known next day to have 
lodged for the night at Linlithgow, the Conventioa 
sent a macer to inform him, that, if he would lay 
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down hit arms within twenty-fbnr honn, he should 
hare an indemnity for all he had done ; but that, 
if he did not do «o, they wontd hold him guilty 
of treaaon. The man retnrned, before the rise of 
ib» meeting, with a report, that, not finding Dnn- 
dee at Linlithgow, he had left a copy of their mes- 
aage at the house where he lodged. ^ The mes^ 
aage had no effect. Dundee, when he found the 
acheme of the Tory Contention frustreted, pro- 
ceeded to his own honae, near the town of Dun- 
dee, where, he Hv«d ier aome time in appaient idle- 
iieaa, though in reality engaged in actire corre- 
fl|Kmdence with the northern chiefs, for the pur* 
pose of exciting an insuneetion. 

Twelve days after his departure from Edinburgh 
(March dOlb), when some other viiin attempts had 
been made to bring him back, he was, according 
ie iho ofdinary legal ceremonial of Scotland, thrioe 
called for in the Pariiament^house, and as often at 
ila gate; and, on his iailiag to appear, he was de- 
iwi^aced as a traitor, both in the Convention and 
at the market-cross of the city. ^ 

When the Whig meaibefs had thus got rid of 
thrir Tory aasocittesr, they {H'oeeeded to settle the 
antion, by deciaring Kmg James to have forfeited 
tke crowa^ and pdroelakning King William and 
Qmtoa Mbwy in hia steadL This ceremony took 
sImo on the 11th of April, by which time James 
tmd gone to Ireland, with the intention of fighting 
hie waqr back to the throne by^thd assistance of his 
C^tMio anb^ta. 

c2 
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CHAPTER III. 

COMMENCEMENT OF BUNDEE's 
INSURRECTION. 

Clown, I am gone. Sir ; 
But aiioD» Sir, 
ril be with you again. 

Twelftn NtghU 

It may be proper, before proceeding furdier wM 
the narrative of Dundee's adventures, to elate in 
express terms the prospects which he httd of doing 
any effective service for his master in this remoM 
portion of the empire. 

Scotland was at this time divided, almost local* 
1y, into two parties. The inhabitants of the sooli^ 
em and western provinces were generally Prealiyte^ 
rians, and, of course, advocates of a revolotion whidi 
promised supremacy to their religion. The people of 
the northern counties, and of the Highlands, wvte 
as generally Episcopalians, and, of course, advene 
to a measure which threatened their charcfa-go* 
vemment with destruction. Religion, and reKgioa 
exclusively, actuated all ; for there was not then, 
nor for nearly a century afterwards, any party in 
Scotland who entertained just or liberal views of 
civil freedom. 
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1% wm Dnoilee'B task to play the Episeopaliaiift 
against the PresbytedaBB* the north aguost the 
aottth ; and, as the latter party had already been ' 
tiiampbamt in the house of Convention, it remaiiu 
«d to be seen if it would bear up with equal sue- 
cess against its opponents in the field. That it 
would do sOy roust hare been at the moment a 
inatter of doubt. A great deal of the success of 
the Presbyterians at the Conyention was owing to 
4he accidental circumstance of their residing nearer 
the place where it assembled, which enabled them 
40 oyerawe the Tories with their armed and pevr 
eimal pres^ice ; and much more, perhaps, was owr 
ing to the countenance they deriFed for their pro- 
eeedinp from the revolutionary party in England, 
and the assursace of protection from King Wil* 
liam, in case of their also accepting him for their 
aoTei«ign. Now, however, when the military 
atrength of the Revolutionists was about to b^ 
called away to Ireland, and Britain was left in 
aome measure defenceless ; now, when the .spirits 
of King James 8 friends wwe beginning to rally, 
•ad many» formerly of a revolutionary temper, were 
beginning to feel a little shocked at the violation 
•o^ all natural feeling upon which William's inva* 
•ioii had proceeded ; the chances of li^timate tri* 
ompb were much more nearly balanced in favour 
0f both parties. There was also this grand cir- 
omnstance in favour of the Cavaliers. Though 
fierhapa a little inferior in numbers, and even in 
iHleUigeiicer to the Whigs and Presbyterians, their 
par^sans were far more likely to acquit themselves 
well iu the field. The Lowianders were, upon the 
whole, a peaceful people. With the exception of the 
peasantry dFClyd^sdide and Ayrshire, who had been 



< 
M COMUBVeBMSMT OT 

long in a stale of i!ebel)M% tlief w«re kicttpabie ef 
being oTganieed at mice aa a military htidy^ Hie 
CaTaHerSy en, the other band, could bring from tba 
Highland aH>ne as many ready armed and «rUKii|^ 
soldiers as might, under the diraction of a leader 
Hke Dundee, far more tbsii overcome the ntnsoat 
force which the Low Coimtriefi coidd set ap^ a- 
gainst them. Besides, it was likely that, as tha 
ilrsi fenronr of the Rerolutoon wens off', and p«d|)!a 
began to feel that the new goremmens haf^ alse 
iss evils, the party which held out for King Jamea 
Woald increase in numbers. If James had a party 
at the time when the recollection of his mismla 
was still recent, and when that of his rival was in- 
vested with ail the promise of youth, what might 
he not expect so soon as that recollection became , 
dulled, as it was sure to be by time, and the p(K>«^ 
pie began to experience the evils of » disputed 
succession ? 

Yet, though Dundee had thus so good a chanea 
of raising an urmed party for his master in Seoa^ 
land^ he himself seems to have considered an auxi* 
Hary force from Ireland as indispensably necefisav||r 
to produce the desired result. James, acting und^ 
^e same (pinion, had enjoined him, and all other 
fHends, to remain quiet till such time as a bodjf of 
troops should be sent over to their assistaneew Hte 
bad also as yet abstained from sending Dmdae 
tiie commission of generalship which he had fM^ 
mised him, when walking in the Mall, a#ber bia 
return from Feversham. Thus matters stood ; tba 
Tory noblemen all retired to their conntryHMMs ; 
the bishops in concealment, or, as Dundee ex*- 
pressed himself in a letter, ''< the Kirk Inin^iiUe/' 
and the people every where timiquil ; whoa, ta- 
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wwda the end •£ Marcb, a body of Dateb inftn- 
trff aboal eleven hundred in munher, and two 
bvndred diagoons, arrived at Edinbnrghy for the 
protectum of the Revolutionists. This hody was 
wider the eommand of Major-General Mackay, a 
HigUand soldier of fortune, who had had some 
in the Prince of Orange's Continental 



When thus reinforced, the Convention became 
far more confident in their strength than before, 
lliey now passed an act, enabling th«ir president 
to imprison any porson whom he might suspect of 
dt8i|fiecti(Hi ; one of the most arbitrary and tyran* 
nleal pleasures ever adopted by any government, 
aild whieh was destined, as generally happens with 
all such meaeinres, to precipitate the very conelu- 
uon which it w»9 meant to intercept. 

In consequence of thifr act, the Duke of HamU- 
ton sent a strong party of troops to apprehend the 
Earl of Baloartes , and the Viscount Dundee at 
tbek respective cbuntry-seats. Balcarres, being 
the. nearest, was taken bv surprise, brought to 
Edinburgh, and confined iu a dungeon ; where no 
friend was permitted to approach him, nor any 
body even to speak to him, except through the 
Meyhole ; perhaps the most illegal and unjusti* 
fiahle proceeding which took place throughout all 
the violenoes' of the seventeenth century, exc^|; 
lh» : ejDscMtion of Archbishop Laud. Dundee, 
however, procuring intelligence of the mission sen| 
against him, before it crossed over the Firth of 
Tay, had time to make a safe retreat to the Highr 
land frontier. 

He was there residing — in correspondence, it is 
true, with the Highland chiefs, but still ostensibly 



tit peace-^Tvlien a hrger body of troops wasi flcttt 
a^mst Irim by tbe ConTention^ ^nder the ekarj^' 
of Mackfty himself. Mackay i^endez^otned his 
forces aft Datidee, which he considefed a go6ik 
poifU-d'-appm for h\» operations against the dis- 
affected district beyond it ; and, lakif^ with him 
two hundred and fifty of bis best horse, and nemv 
]y as many of his Dutch infentry, he proceed^ Ul 
heat up Dnndee^sxquarters. Dundee had by this 
tinie made an excuraion into the Duke df G^r^ 
don 8 Country north of the Dee, to sound tbe af- 
fections of that nobleman's numerous cavalier Tflii^ 
sals; and he was now returned to the Caim-ft'i'' 
Mount, on bis wky back td Gtenogleiry, a si^l 
which he btid in the Braes of Angus, where lM» 
bad taken refuge after being driv^ fh»m Itmid^ 
Mackay procured intelligence of faii ilddtioiiii aiid» 
learning oiie day that he was to kklge ibr the 
night at Fetfercaim, a village aboVit e%bt miM 
north of Brechin, projected a ^w^gii of suirprtiin^ 
bim. To prevent intell^etice fi'mn trfl^Kng 
kibrthward, he planted :i strong gu&rd at Gannaehjr. 
Bridge; and be bid aaotfaer troop ready to pit^- 
iceed at the proper moment, and fall in \niAk all 
due expedition upon the village. Dundee, bow^ 
ever, was prevented from lodging that night a* 
l^ettercairh, by receiving inteliigenoe on his naidk 
of Mackay's invasion of Angus; Wbk5h eawed 
bim to wheel about, and march back to tbe Gor- 
don tenritdry, which he bad just l^t Tbe only 
result of this appearance of an army against biw, 
tvas to drive him headlong into that insoffection 
which he might have otherwise delayed for some 
tinie. 
Mackay, oh loerfiing that DiindM wit gMM 
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MUlnrtHd, MkNSted <tmK loft]r of bk beil and 
•oandaol kon^ and, witii the two hundred DvUch 
€oot» went immediately in hard piinnit orer the 
hoUe* la thna beginnings his campaign, it appea» 
tliat he entertained great hepes of being joined, aa 
he went along, by a nnmber of reTolntionary gen- 
tiemen, who, before he left Edinburgh, had pi^ 
■need him tbw ntmoat aiaiBtance. He was soon 
eanpelled to acknowledge the falsity of these ex- 
pectatieoa* When he came into the conntries be- 
ioBging to his promised auxiliaries, Uie gentlemen 
vere either absent, or their people wonld not obey 
them by rising in favour of the new goyenunent^ 
He himse^ informs ns, in a memoir which he wrote 
alter fats campaign, ^ that in all the countries be- 
M»th Tay, he found a wonderful indifferenoe to 
the cause which lie was sept .to defend : the peo- 
ple wwe either besotted with the Episcopalian 
doctrines of passirei obedience, or had no seal of 
any kind exoept for the preservation of their world- 
ly goo^ And indeed the facts of his campaign 
anfficiently show the justness of these impressions. 
Of all the gentlemen who had promised him a»- 
aittkaaee, betwixt the Tay and the Speyi no one 
proted true except the Master of FcMrbes, eldest 
aost to the dbieif of the great Whig dan of that 
nassoi This personage met him, as he crossed the 
DefB, with forty horse, and five huodred foot. Even 
titty, though thus numerous and willing, were not 
of tibe least service to him. They vfere^ accord- 
ing to his own report, so ill armed, aud looked so 
little like their work, tb^t he feared they would 
inlher he an ^onmbranoe than a help. He tbens- 
fine judged it necessary to leave them behind, with 
nnlf a apeech of thanks for their good will. Ite 
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thoQglit it would be a great deal better, be eaidy. 
tbat tbey shodld ' reofiain to guard their own eouii* 
try ; and probably the Forbeses thought eo too. 

Ab he proceeded in pursuit through Aberdeen-* ' 
ebire and Murray, he learned tlMt Dundee had 
gone forward to Inverness, where he was sudden* 
ly put in possession of something like an amy, by 
liie accession of nearly a thousand Highlanders to 
bis banner, under Macdcmald of Keppoch. This 
bold and restless chieftain had had a dispute, eone 
lime before the Revolution, with the Laird of Ma6*> 
Intbsh, regarding bis lands, which 'ended in a eouh- 
mission horn James II., to visit him (Keppoob) 
Witii the penalties of fire and sword as a rebel. 
Keppoch afterwards gained a victory over the folv 
^ees of Macintosh, and was now so strong lis to b« 
able to lay the town of Inverness under the terror 
of military law, in revenge for the townsmen hair* 
ing sided against him with his enemy. Wbeli 
Dundee reached Inverness in his retreat, be found 
the infuriate chieftain threatening the citizens wiiSk 
eittreme vengeance, unless they should pay him a 
iiigh pecuniary penalty. They were totally un^* 
able to do so ; and it is probable that, in the fkre* 
sent unsettled state of the country, the menaces of 
their enemy would have been put into complete 
execution, but for the interference of some powei^ 
ful spirit like that of Dundee. Immediately per- 
ceiving how fatal such quarrels must be to Ins 
scheme of raising the Highlands, he, with the ut*- 
most promptitude, granted a bond to the cbief^aia 
of Keppoch, obliging himself to see the town of 
Inverness pay him two thousand dollars as a eom* 
pensation for the injuries he complained of; by 
which well-timed act- of generosity, be at once 



DUtn>»'s III8UERBCTION. 49 

vedaced to his friendsliip ft town whidi a km days 
Wefore had proclaimed the Prince of Orange, and 
converted to the service of King James a nnme- 
roas clan, which but the year before had suffered 
^e seveieBt hardships at the hands of that mo* 
narch. 

He now felt so confident of his strengt|i as to 
entertain an intention of marching back to meet 
ibe troops of General Mackay, which were, aboat 
1km period, crossing the Spey in pursuit. Accord-* 
ingly, as Mackay approached Elgin, he was put in 
possessiGn of a letter which the magistrates of that 
town had received from Dundee, requiring qnar* 
ters to be provided for his troops, which he said 
would lodge tbere-that night, on their way to meet 
the enemy. Mackay was excessively alarmed ait 
the news, which all at once reduced him from the 
oi^uive to the defensive ; and, but for the cer- 
tainty of the mischief which a retreat at this junc* 
tare would occasion to the interests of his master, 
he would have instantly fallen back upon the re- 
serves which he had left at Brechin. As the case 
was, he resolved at all hazards to stand firm ; and 
his men, though so few in number, fortunately se» 
conded his resolution. Crossing over the Spey, 
he proceeded with the utmost expedition to take 
possession ci the town which Dundee was that 
night to have occupied ; and such was the good 
will with which the Dutch infantry obeyed his 
eommands, that they kept up a hard trot beside 
the. horse for ibe whole distance between the river 
and their quarters, amounting to at least eight miles* 

This bold step on the part of Mackay seems to 
have intimidated Dundee; at least it prevented 

D ' 2 
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Mfft tnm nakiiig his proposed sfipvooish to Elgiii. 
Kndivg, seoA after, that the efiemy was remfomd 
hya detachment of horse from ]&^echiii, and that^ 
Xaird of Grrant and some other Whig chiflfii wei« 
disposed to join hiniy he thooght it adnsaUe^ 
more especially as King James had not yet gnHii*> 
ed h» sanctioD to hostile proeeediags, to rathe in- 
to Athole. Mackay then marched forward aad 
posted hhnself at Invwaess, from whence he i»- 
sued orders for the well-aiSBcted gentry of the 
north to join him ; and despi^hed a letter to Edin* 
hnrgh, reqneeUiig that Cokmel Ramsay- might bo 
sent to him, with six hundred picked mea of the 
Dutch regiments. 

The con<Htion of the Highlands was at this time 
mrticnlarly favoorahlo for Dendee s purpose* la 
addition to their usual causes for sidmg with ik% 
legitimate sovereign, some of the dans had now 
one wbidi genmaUy OTemiles all odien in eMl»* 
nary life ; namely, a personal i ntei eo t in the ev«iit 
of the enterprise. It is scaroelyneoessary to re- 
nittd the Scottish reader that ^e Ai^gyle familf , 
fbr many centttries, maintained fuaneb regardiBg 
property willi various neighhouriag dans. A| 
the present time, in eoaseqnence of the attainder 
of the Earl of Argyle hy Charles IL, the chtejfs ef 
these elans bad in geneial procured royal graats of 
the property they claimed. When the Revolution 
eame, lliere seemea an immediate prospect .thai 
William, for whose sake the £arl might ahnost be 
said to have lost bis estate, wo^d revene .tfas 
attainder, and consequently restore to his son all 
the family possesstons. Sndi a prospect naturally 
disposed the MacDoonlds, Camerons, MacLeaaa, 
and othets, who had present possession, to oppose 
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^bt Rav«tei«i wWb all thmr force. Afadiay w§$ 
tafomied itf tfaifly toon after be oaoie to Edinbvgl^ 
bjr the VMeoimt Tarbe!, who at the sane tioae 
professed his belief tint, if Kiog William woald 
pay Allele a compensatory sum, instead of nn 
atoring these properties, the Highlanders would 
give lum no troobk ; and he mentioned the small 
asm of fire^thoaBand poinds as all that weald pro- 
bably be seeessary to accomplish so good an eod. 
M«day was so maeh stmck with the foroe of 
wtet Tarbat said, that he. immedialely oonnmuii- 
CBted it to King Wiliiam, who lost no time, in Ua 
tHTB, to give orders for putting the scheme in eauf 
cation. Unf<Nrtunately, the Scottish state^ffioem 
pitclied npon Campbdl, Latrd of Cawdor> for me- 
diatory a gentleman whoae very name was snftcient 
to Bsar &e business, even aithou^ he had pnh 
needed about it wkh aU the necessary prompt 
tade ; which he does not appear to hare done. It 
was aocordiagly abordina. Madcay some time af* 
ter wHyta to MaeDonald of Glenganry» requesting 
lum to enter into terms for a submissiMi. lo the 
Bew gerenmient ; but the chieftain, while he i^ 
tamed a perfectly oiril answer, mocked him with 
« counter veqwest, diat he would play Geoeiil 
Monk, and use hie forces for the reatomtion of 
King Jaaiea. * 

In tBe mean time, Dundee used all his elo- 
faenee, and all the influence of his high reputa<* 
tion, to excite the chieftains whom he passedLin Ins 
mareh to prejpara for taking jxp arms.' All whom 
he appUed to in passing ^roagh Badraoch, assured 
htm of their support, except the Laird of Macin- 
tosh ^ to puuish whom he scAt the Keppoch Mao- 
DonlMi to drive away his eattte. After ^;)poiut- 
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lag a general rendeasvous in Locbaber on the 18lk 
cf May, be descended, with bis small troop of 
horse, upon Athole, where . be was received with 
great cordiality by Stoart of Ballecban, bailie or 
steward to the Marquis of Athole, and by all the 
other gentlemen of the district, notwithstanding 
that their noble superior remained at Edinburgh in 
a solemn profession of obedience to King William. 
From Athole he marched down to Perth, which 
he approached with such expedition and secrecy, 
that he surprised the Lairds of Pollock and Blair 
m their beds, together with some other persons ia 
arms for the Convention, all of whom he made 
prisoners. Here he seized nine thousand marks 
of the King's cess and excise, which he found in 
the office of the collector of the revenue. It 
was afterwards considered very strange that he did 
not also take a sum of about five hundred pounds, 
which happened to be lying in the same roonr. 
But those who looked upon this as a wonder, 
knew little of Dundee. The grand principle on 
which he acted,' was, according to his own decla- 
ration, to do every thing ^^ for conscience and 
loyalty's sake. " He esteemed himself at liberty 
to take the King's money from the hands of his 
enemies, to be used in his own service. But he 
would scorn to rob any private individual of a 
forthing; With similar views of public spirit, he 
took care that the town did not receive the least 
damage from his soldiery. ^ 

From Perth he marched to Dundee, where lay 
two troops of Livingston's regiment of dragoons, 
whom, according to previous concert, he expected 
to revolt to him. But they were prevented from 
doing so by the presence of Colonel Balfour, a 



Whig officer of incorraptible loyalty, and whose 
character was such as to keep then; in check. He 
finally retarned through Angus and Atfaole to 
Lochaber, in order to hold the rendezYOua which 
he had appointed with the clans. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MARCHES AND COUNTERMARCHES. 

Lyt. This lion is a very fox for his valour* 
The, And a very gooee for his diflcretion. 

Midsummer Niglit'i Dreamm 

Ik the meantime, Mackay was lingering at Inver- 
ness, in the hope of being speedily joined by the 
vassals of the Earl of Sutherland and Lord Reay, 
and by the Itffge Dutch party which he had sent 
for from Edinburgh. 

Had that Dutch party commenced its march 
immediately after receiving his order, it might have 
easily reached him, and thus a great deal of mis- 
chief would have been saved. Unfortunately, just 
as it was about to leave Edinburgh, a large fleet of 
Dutch herring busses appeared at the mouth of the 
Firth of Forth, and, being mistaken for the vessels 
of a French fleet which rumour represented as 
about to invade the kingdom, it was thought ne« 
cessary by the managers of state afibirs to detain 
the forces as a guard to the capital. The mistake 
was discovered in the course of a few days, and 
Colonel Ramsay then began his march. He pro- 
ceeded by Perth,, intending, according to the ad- 
vices of his General, to much through Athole and 



MARCHES AND COUMTERMAaCHBS. $5 

Baidenoch to Inveraefls. As he proceeded, how- 
ever, he became intimidated by the hostile appear- 
ance of the country, and by a report which the 
natives industriously circulated, tluit Dundee was 
between him and Inverness,' with an immense force. 
So great did his alarm at length become, that, after 
he had gone within twenty miles of Ruthren in 
Badenoch, where he had appointed Mackay to 
meet him, and after he had sent an express to in-- 
form the general of the particular time when he 
should be there, he found it necessary to retreat to 
Perth. Had he-left Edinburgh two days before, 
he would have met a messenger whom Mackay 
despatched to steer him clear of Dundee, but who, 
passing through Athole at a time when it was un- 
awed by the presence of his forces, was intercept- 
ed by Stewart of Ballechan. To add to the mis- 
fortune, Ballechan sent the despatches of this m^ 
senger to Dundee, who, immediately taking advan- 
tage of them, concentrated about two thousand of 
his forces, and hurried from his place of rendezvous 
in Lochaber, in order to fall upon the first of the 
two parties which fell in his way, while they were 
yet separate. 

Mackay received Colonel Ramsay's despatch on 
a Saturday night; and such was his laudable promp- 
titude to make the contemplated junction, that he 
was on the march next morning from Inverness to 
Ruthven, with only two days' provisions. It was 
not till he was half way towards the point of meet- 
ing, that he received information of Ramsay s re- 
treat. The Commander of the garrison of Ruth- 
ven there met him with a message, which at once 
put him in possession of that intelligence, and in- 
creased his distress, by tdlingiiim that Dundee had 
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j«Bt that Moiving entered Bttdenodi, aad was mfw 
only ft few miles distant. It is not easy to am- 
oeive the cbagiin wbich a soldier in his drcnnoi- 
4itances must have felt at receiving this express. 

It now remained for him either to fall back up^ 
on Inverness, or to march down Strathspey. In 
the former case, he would preserve an important 
post, which could afford lodging to his men ; but 
was exposed to the risk of being shut up by Dun- 
dee from all supplies, and prevented from forming 
W junction with Colonel Ramsay. In the latter 
case, he would lose an important post, but might 
liave the compensatory advantages of keeping Dun* 
dee away from the Duke of Gordon's country, of 
protecting tJiat of the Laird of Grant, who was 
now with him, a valuable auxiliary, and of being 
able to communicate with his detachments in the 
aonth by the way of Angus. Out of two possiUe 
€vils, he says in his Memoirs, be chose the last and 
least apparent-— to move down Strathspey. 

After a toilsome march of twenty-four hours, 
fie gained the lower and more champaign part of 
that grand valley. Dundee followed close behind, 
and encamped at the distance of a few milte, in a 
more hiily part of the vale. After a short period 
•of refreshment, the Whig general, thinking he 
might adventure a slight trial of strength with the 
"Miemy, made a secret and nocturnal advance to- 
wards his leaguer, till he got to a pass within a 
snile of It ; when alt at once, about ten in the 
morning, he showed himself, and gave symptoms 
of a desire to come to an action. Dundee, how- 
ever, did not take the least notice of his approach, 
being perfectly secure, by the nature of the ground, 
from any attack he might make, at the same time 
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dnt he WBB amdoiis rather to avoid than to come 
to 8D engagemeot. Mackay waited till late in the 
afternoon) in the hope of provoking him from hia 
position ; afier which he fell back to his own camp. 
He afterwards learned, as he himself informs us, , 
that the Highlanders were not altogether unmoved 
at his approach, however indifferent their com- 
mander might have been. The Camerons, he 
says, no sooner learned that he was advancing, 
tfa^ they ran with the greatest precipitation to 
the hills, a distance of more than six English 
miles. The truth is, the Highlanders had nevd^, 
at any period of their previous history, been brought 
to face regular troops, more especially regular ca- 
valry, whom they regarded with peculiar respect 
and fear ; and they were now anxious, in case of 
being obliged to fight them, at least to have an ad- 
vantage in respect of ground. 

Mackay now judged it expedient to pitch him- 
self in some situation where he could wait in se- 
curity till he was joined by the portions of his 
army at present in tbe south. He chose a place 
called Colmnakill, about six miles farther down 
.the Spey, where a tributary stream, debouching 
into that river, gave him protection on one side, 
while the river itself covered his rear, and where 
a summer lodge belonging to the Laird of Grant 
offered him at onc& lodging and provbion. When 
he had fairly pitched himself, he selected a dozen 
of the tenants of the Laird of Grant, to act as in- 
telligencers between his camp and that of tbe ene- 
my. And he at the same time sent another of the 
Laird's tenants, an experienced and trust-worthy 
person^ to hasten the march of his detachments 
out of Angus.. Here he was soon' gratified by the 
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jandioa of the two troops of Sir HftoniB Linai^ 
Bton't regiment of dragoofM, who faid hitherto, lui 
at Dundee. 

Sir Thomas Livingston was aae of those inna- 
merabie oifioen, civil and military, who, at the 
Revolution, found it convement to accept of em- 
ployment and pay under the new govermneDty 
without, at the same time, thinking it at all bo- 
cesaary to mign their attachment to the old. We 
are told by Crichton, that, on his succeeding to 
the command of Dundee's regiment at the retire- 
ment of that nobleman to Holland, he came down 
to Congleton, where the men were lying, to in- 
quire which of them would serve King William, 
and which would not: one of the officers gave 
him to understand, that, having sworn aUegianoe 
to King James, they could not, in honour and 
conscience, draw a sword against him ; whereupon 
Sir Thomas, ftiling down upon his knees, drank 
a devout health to the exiled sovereign, and ex- 
claimed, that he wished he might be dammed, 
whenever he should command them to break that 
oath. An understanding being thus established 
between the Colonel and his mei^ they marched 
down to Scotland, for the apparent purpose of 
helping General Mackay to suppress Lord Dnu- 
dee, though in reality intending to seize the first 
opportunity of revolting to the service of their M, 
master. 

It would really sui^rise a modem British officer, 
accustomed as he is to pay an undivided allegi- 
ance to his sovereign and country, to learn the 
uncertainty of princii^e which the extreme per- 
plexity of the times introduced mto the army at 
the period^here under review. With afiOBctions 
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slfll dingmg to King James on the one IwRd, and 
ft aecewtty fw King WilKam s pey or the ocher» 
a great nmniher of ofBeera actoaiiy aeem to hav^ 
fonght for the one aovereiga with their right bandy 
and fm the other with their left. It was a situa^ 
tMKB of the vtmofll; distraction and difficvlty, and 
one wUch assnredJy could not fail to have a de- 
moralizing efiKsct upon the minds of many indi- 
Tidilais. The readers of geneial history are aware 
of the great degree to winch this slipperiness of 
allegknoe charactmzed King William s snrants 
of ail kinds; but perhaps he is not acquainted 
wkh any instance more striking than what is af- 
forded by the conduct of Sir Thomas Livingston s 
regiment. The fdilowing narraitiTe of its intrigues 
i» coaled partly from the Life of CrichtoUt 
w^ as Captain, was an active agent in them» and 
portly from the manascript Memoirs of General 
Ain^ay. 

The reader has already seen that General Don- 
glas, (brother oi the Duke of Qneensherry), who 
oommaaded the Scottish army on its march to 
Easgland in October 1688) turned without scruple 
to the service of the Friaoe of Orange^ so soon as 
H hecame evident that he wovld be sucoessfnl in 
bis entei^e. This man, it af^ars from Crieh^ 
ton's repwt, was still a secret, though nnoertaiR 
ivtngaant in favour of King James. When Crieh* 
ton was in Edinbugfa with the regiment, imme- 
diately before the aseetkig of the ConvratioR, he 
went to pay his respects to the Earl of Duamore, 
a Tory, who had formerly been his commander. 
The Earl invited hhn to come to a tavern, where 
he would dine with General Douglas, Lord Kil-r 
tfj/ihf ami Captain Murray, a host of officers whom 
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he was pleased to term *^ all hb ain lads." Crich* 
ton naturally objected to General Dooglas, who 
had shown so much alacrity in deserting to King 
William. But Dunmore reassured him by saying, 
that he would pawn his life for the honour of the 
suspected individual. ^' Lord Dundee, " said the 
Earl, " assured me that Douglas had given him 
his faith and honour to be with him in five days, 
if he were once marched to the hills to declare for 
King James." Crichton having then agreed to 
go to the tavern, this set of traitorous conspirators 
met to dine together, and hold high converse re-* 
garding their prospects of doing service t-o their 
late master. 

It happened, just as dinner was done, that news 
of King James's arrival in Ireland was communi- 
cated to them ; upon which Greneral Douglas, tak- 
ing a beer-glass, and looking round him, said, 
^< Gentlemen, we have all eat of his bread ; here 
is his health. " He drank upon his knees, and all 
the rest of the company did the same. Then- fill- 
ing another bumper, he drank damnation to all 
who would ever draw a sword against him. This 
very man, instead of fulfilling the promise he 
had made to Dundee, or abstaining from drawing 
a sword against his late master, almost immediate- 
ly after went to Ireland as Lieutenant- General to 
King William, and distinguished himself to an ex- 
traordinary degree by the severity of his conduct 
against the Catholic partisans of King James. 

Crichton soon after went with the regiment to 
Dundee, where, on the very first night of his ar- 
rival, according to a plan concerted with Lord 
Kilsyth, he got privately into Dudhope Castle, 
and assured Lady Dundee that the r^ment should 
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be Et her Lord's service wfaenerer be migbt be 
pleased to reqaire it. Her Ladyship found meant 
next day to conrey this intelligence to Lord Don- 
dee, vrho speedily sent a note back to Criditony 
by a ragged Hi^land boy, informing him that, 
wheneTer he received his expected supplies from 
Irekmd, so as to begin the war in good earnest, 
he would expect to be joined by his old regiment. 

This assurance from his former officers was of 
ibe greatest service to Dundee in his design of 
ndsing the Highland clans, because it enabled him 
to overcome a great deal of the scruples which 
they had to engage against an army containing 
liOTse. He took iMire, every time he received any 
eommunication from his lady on the subject, or 
from the officers themselves, to make it well known 
to the chieftains ; and he also endeavoured to make 
it appear, that he was only induced to permit them 
to remain with the enemy, by the hope of their be* 
ing able eventually to deliver up the whole army 
to him at the time they delivered up themselves. 
There really was an intention to that effect enter- 
tained by the treacherous dragoons ; and it would 
have been in all probability carried into success- 
liil execution, but for an accidental circumstance. ' 

Only two days after the two troops of horse 
had joined Mackay's camp, a pair of deserters 
came over from Dundee s leaguer, and, being in- 
troduced to the presence of the General, confound- 
ed him with a disclosure of the design entertained 
against him. Mackay was at first so much sur« 
prised, that he hesitated to believe what the men 
told him. He charged them with being spies sent 
OYeit to iesm the condition of his camp, and he 
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took care to threaten tliem with the fate proper 
to siicb officials, in ense of kis (HseoTering that they 
were so. They met bii threats with great irm- 
IMM of demeanovr, and expressed the utmost will- 
ia^neas to remain in coniSnement till aoeh time aa 
Im shonid diaeorer the tnith of what th^y averred. 
They said that they had hisen sent by the Lahda 
of fihiir and Pollock, the two gentlemen who had 
heen taken by Dwadee at Berth, and who, ever 
ainoe then, had been hurried along with him 
trough all his napid and difficult marches. Their 
miasian aroae from a wish on the part of these 
gestleBscfi, that their Mafcaties' General sbosdd not 
engage the enemy with an army, the one halt of 
whidh woold be sure to betray die other. They 
dien informed Maekay that Llentenant-Cokmel 
LivingaeoBe, and Captains MuriBy, LivingatODe» 
and Crichton, were the chief persons concemd in 
the plot, thongh, from what they had overheard 
in Dundee's counsels, very few of that regiment, 
excepting the Colonel, the Mij<^, and Captain 
Balfonr, were free of it. 

Maekay still hesitated to beliete a atatement 
which looked so like a trick to deprive him of ^ 
services of a valuable regiaaent ; and he esteemed 
it his duty to put his informants into confinement 
at the Laird of Grant's bouse of Belcaatle, that 
their evidence might there endure a sort of proba^ 
tion. In iImi meantime, he consulted with Sir 
Thmnaa Livingstone, the Colonel of the regiment, 
as to what shonid be dene with it under such sin* 
gnlar cironmatanobs. 9» Thoraaa, as die reader 
baa already seen, was himself a friend of King 
Jamea; in aU ptobabittty, though not impeached 
by the deserters^ he was also concerned in the de- 
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sign of deUvenog ap the regcioiQiit fo Dundee. If 
he WBs 909 he xnusi hare be^ a man of siBgokr 
firsmeM of aerre ; for he atone was present with 
the GeMfral when they were gimf their evidence ; 
and it is to be supposed, tbat he could scarcely 
help being agitated at a recital that ran so nigh to 
implicate him in the most dreadful of all crimei 
Incideilt to his profession. When Mackay asked 
his opinion of the evidence of the deserters, he said 
he did not believe that the private men were ge- 
nerally concerned in any pk>t ; but he must cer* 
tainly say* tbat he began to have his snspicions of 
the officers just oaentioned. Of late, and eepeci* 
ally since the junction of the two troops under 
Lientenant-^Colonel Livingstone, be had observed 
Aem frequently in private conference among them* 
selves ; and the subject of their deliberations, he 
was abnost sure, could not be such as to bear the 
li^t, because, whenever he approached them, they 
invariably parted in a sort of confusion, or made 
to awkward attempt to change the conversatipn. 
It was finally resolved by Mackay that he should 
take no notice for the present of the suspected 
plot, but only remain upon his guard n^inst it* 
And he at the same time determined to continue 
for some time longer in his camp, as every day 
Bpent in his [M'esent position injm*ed Dundee by 
preventing him from receiving accessions of horta 
finom the Gordon territory, while it benefitted him* 
aelf by allowing time for the junction of his detach* 
ments from Angus. 

He was soon, however, disturbed in tbis tran* 
quil resolution. John Forbes^ brother to tbe Laird 
of Culloden, and Captaui of a raiment which tbe 
Laird of Grant was about to levy for King Wil* 
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Uam's service, haying been established with a gar* 
lison of Grants in the old Castle of Ruthven, Don- 
dee laid siege to it ; and as the place was unpro* 
▼ided with stores of any kind, it was . soon takeiiy 
thoogh not without the garrison capitulating for 
their lives and freedom. Forbes, being brought 
through the Highland camp, could not help re- 
marking the extreme vigilance and discipline of 
Dundee's little troop of cavalry, the horses of which 
stood ready saddled and bridled, and the men in 
marching order beside them, as if they had been 
commanded to be always prepared for the enemy. 
Before he had left Dundee's leaguer a mile behind 
him, he met two men on horseback, one clothed 
in red, the other in blue ; the latter of whom charg- 
ed him with the ordinary cry of '^ Qui vive I " On 
his answering with the loyal parole, " Vive le Roi 
Guilleaume, ** the other informed him in plain Eng- 
lish, that he and his comrade had been command- 
ed out from General Mackay's camp, to inspect 
that of the Viscount Dundee. ForbiBS cautioned 
them" as to the danger of being seized by Dundee's 
outposts in case of advancing nearer; but they 
nevertheless pursued their way. He was so much 
struck by the bold conduct of the men, that he 
could not help mentioning it to Mackay that day, 
as he sat with him at dinner. Mackay instantly^ 
guessed their real errand ; for he knew that no in- 
telligencers had been lately employed except the 
Laird of Grant's vassals, and he remembered with 
gnat distinctness that the livery and accoutrements 
which Forbes described as belonging to the man in 
blue, were precisely those of Livingstone's dragoons* 
Almost in that very moment, his conjecture was 
confirmed by information, that Dundee's army 
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fltoving down the rale agidiiBt him. He now raw 
that Dundee had been acting in anch close concert 
widi his treacherous dragoons, as to be actoidiy 
ready to take adrantage of the first hint which they 
ahonld give him as to Uie proper moment for flailing 
itpon him : the man in blue, he concluded, was the 

C^raon employed by them to communicate thie 
nt, and he raw that it had just been given. 
Nothing remained for him but to make a prect* 
pitate retreat. Instantly giving orders to get hie 
men into marching order, he called for his ftdthful 
ally, the Laird of Grant, who had, on the present 
occasion, sacrificed much ,fbr his service, by con- 
tributions of men and provisions, and who had 
also dared to incur, for his sake, the enmity of a 
set of very revengeful neighbours. He was sorry, 
he said, to be obliged to break a rule which all 
military men were disposed to respect, that which 
dictates the protection of an ally. He hoped, 
however, that, though he must necessarily leave the 
country exposed to the rebels in the mean time, 
ft would only be for a few days* Much, too, 
might be done by driving away the cattle to the 
hills. To protect the country as much as possible, 
be would leave all the native troops behind ; and, 
fyr the rest, he hoped that, as the enemy would 
probably be encouraged to follow him very hard, 
they might not find much leisure to ravage it* 
Gh*ant replied, with a spirit worthy of his ancient 
and honourable name, that, though hu interest 
ilionld be altogether lost, he woidd nof wish the 
General to make one step to the prejudice of Uieir 
Majesties* service. 

It was about nightfall when Mackay commen- 

%2 
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ced hia march ; and, what with the difficultf of • 
retreat by night, the lafisitude of his men and horsa 
for want of provisions, and the dreadful apprehen- 
sions onder which he ky regarduig the dcagoonsy 
his was certainly a situation of no ordinary distress* 
He had only one hope to cheer him, that Dunn 
dee might follow upon some other track than that 
which he porsned. He had taken care, in the «r« 
rangement of his snspected men, to goard against 
the possibility of their deserting nnobsenred during 
the night. In his march, he passed BaHindalloch, 
fhe seat of a gentleman who was with Dundee ; 
and he finally baited, early next day, at Balveny,- 
where, with much difficulty, he procured some 
proyisions. < 

He now became afrai^ that Dundee might sweep 
across Strathspey, and get betwixt him and hia 
supplies ; an evolution which, it seems, their rela^ 
tive situations and other local circumstances would 
hare enabled him to perform, if he had been so in<^ 
clined. Accordingly, without waiting till his mea 
were properly refreshed, he gave the order for an- 
other night-march* Before his men had proceeded 
a mile, the advanced stragglers of Dimdee's army 
came up to the bank of a river which they had 
just passed, and parlied with the rear of the regn« 
lar cavalry. When Mackay was informed of this, 
he fell back to the rear with about fifty horse, and 
drew up upon a hillock, to cover the retrJBat of hia 
army. Having stood there for some time without 
being annoyed by the enemy, he retired after hia 
troops ; the main body of which had thus got about 
two miles ahead of the pursuers. He continued 
hia retreat till four in the morning, when, having 
put the river Bogie between him and the enemy» and 
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Ub men being perfectly exliiuuted with hnngec^aod 
fatigue, he again pitched his camp. « 

Daring the course of the enaning day, he retired 
tbree miles further, and took up a position on the 
top of Suy Hill, which had the advantage of afibrd- 
iBg him a look out to the distance of three or four 
miles in all directions. Here, to his great joy, he 
was joined before the evening, by the two long-ex- 
pected regiments, which all at once restored him 
lirom the condition of pursued to that of pursuer* 
He waited no longer than till nightfall to retrace 
his steps, with his new accessions, in search of 
Dundee ; who, he was now told, had lingered 
about twelve miles behind, to destroy the house 
and lands of Edinglassie, which belonged to a par- 
tisan of the new government, now in arms under 
Mackay. The General calculated at first upon 
surprising his enemy by this sudden turn upon him ; 
for, as the Highland army kept no intelligencers, 
except a parcel of stragglers, who moved along 
the tops of the hDls, and trusted to their eyesight, 
it seemed to him probable, that, advancing as he 
did by night, he would escape their observation, 
and be permitted to approach without alarm. Un« 
fortunately, some of his treacherous dragoons gave 
Dundee notice, both of the increase of his forces 
and of his intended attack ; and thus, when he ap* 
proached Edinglassie, he found nothing but a ruined 
mansion and a desolated country. He continued, 
however, to pursue the retiring enemy up along 
Strathspey, till he once more reached Culnakill, 
where, seeing the task to be vain, he encamped; 
five days only having elapsed since he had left the 
seme place. in precipitate retreat. Here he caused 
the anspeoted dragoos officers to be aU seized and 
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ient away to £diiibiirgh» ibere to be at the ikf^ 
sal of the Conyentioa of Eetates. 

Diiodee soon after retired iutoXocbaber) where 
be dispersed the greater part of his army ; it being 
bis opinion that» till the expected assistance came 
from Ireland, no great Uow could be struck in 
Scotland for King James. Maekay» at the same 
time^ returned with the greater portion of his foroee 
ta Edinburgh, designing to agitate a proposal which 
he bad made to the goTemment, to have a large 
fert built at Inrerlochy, as the only means he could 
■Rggost for keeping the HigUands in awe. 

During this cuapaign, which loated from th# 
beginning of April to tlMS end of June, Dundee and 
his Lowland friends sufSered all the hardships in- 
cidental to a residence in the Highlands at that 
taiiy period; oflen wanting bread, salt, and all 
other liquors hut water, for sereral weeks ; and 
scarcely erer sleeping in abed. Under any other com** 
mander perhaps than D«ttdee» such priyations would 
have occasioned discontent and desertion. Undeir 
bim they were endured at least without compkint i 
{cur what gentleman or i^rirate soldier could thii^ 
bimeelf iU-»treatcd, when he saw hie leader su0er* 
Ing the vary same hsrdships without uttering t^ 
niirmur ? Dundee was exactly the sort of general 
to sustain the spirits of men under the distresses 
af a eampaign like the present. He demanded no 
luxury or indulgence which oodd not be shared 
with his troops. If tny tUog good was brought 
to him to ea^ he sent it to a faint or sick soldier* 
Xf a addier was weary, he offered to cany bis 
arms. He had also the invaluable qualificaUon of 
bmng able to exist with little sleep. Tradition* in 
Atbalc^ records oif bias, that, during one night 
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wUcli ' he spent ia a gentleman's house there, he 
avt writing till morning, only now and then laying 
Ids clenched fists on the table, one above the o- 
ther, and resting his bead thereon for a few mi- 
mates, while he snatched a hurried slumber. Be- 
sides being able to sleep by moutbfnls, he had 
other qualifications, which fitted him in a peculiar 
nanner for keeping alive and controlling the spi- 
rit of a militia like the Highlanders. He adapted 
himself to the manners and prejudices of that peo- 
ple, and caused them, instead of regarding him 
with the jealousy due to a stranger, to behold him 
with a mixture of affection and respect superior 
even to what they usually entertain towards their 
chiefe. He walked on foot beside the common 
men, now with one clan, and anon with another. 
He amused them with jokee. He Mattered them 
with his knowledge of their genealogies. He ani- 
mated them by a recital of the deeds of their an- 
cestors, and of the verses of their bards. He act- 
ed upon the maxim, that no general ought to fight 
with an irregular army, unless he be acquainted 
with every man he commands. He never, on the 
ether hand, let this familiarity with his men go the 
length of generating contempt. The severity of 
his discipline was dreadful. The only punishment 
he inflicted was death. Like the corps of the 
Swiss Guard at Paris, he thought that any inferior 
punishment disgraced a gentleman. All his men 
he held to be of that rank ; and he would not put 
one of them to the shame of submitting to such 
an infliction. Death, he said, was properly the 
only punishment which a gentleman could submit 
to ; because it alone relieved him firom the consci- 
ousness of crime. It is reported of him, that, ha- 
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▼itig Been a youth fly in his first actioDy hd pt«* 
tended be had sent him to the rear on a mesaagsi 
The youth fled a second time : he brought him td 
the front of the army, and, saying that a gentle* 
man's son onght not to fall by the hands of a cdm* 
raon executioner, shot him with his own pistol. * 

It was altogether wonderful that he should hai« 
ever been able to keep an army on the field during 
this spring. When he first commenced the war^ 
he had only fifty pounds of gun-powder. ' Ho 
had no money except what was his own, or what 
be could raise by bis personal interest. His men^ 
though willing, were very ill armed; and what waa» 
pcms they had were of such a nature as to defy 
any attempt at discipline or exerdae. He wanted 
even that foadamental advantage, the commisaioa 
of the King to levy war. He was only the gene* 
ndissimo he had niade himself, in consequence of 
hia reputation, which was not very great, and bia 
confidBDt expectation of eventually procuring tka 
royal sanction. The Highlanders had no other 
reason to adhere to him, except their appreciation 
of his lofty character, and their perception of hia 
abilities to command them. He had got himself 
erected all at once into the leader of a great partyi 
purely by the native force of his character^ acting 
as it did under a very peculiar exigency. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE BATTLE OF KILLIECRANKY. 

Chcver'se and his Highlandm^o, 

Came down upon the raw, man, 
Andy being stout, gave mony a shout ; 

The lads began to daw, tnen. 
Wi* sword and targe into their hand, 

Wi* which they were na slaw, man ; 
Wi* moBT a fearni* heavy sigh, 

The M he^ui to daw, the«. 

Old Jacobite Song, 

Some little changes had taken place in the general 
aspect of af&in, before the conclusion of this in~ 
e&ctnal campaign of marches and countermarches* 
The Castle of Edinburgh had been surrendered bj 
the Duke of Gordon ; some Lowland regimenta 
had been raised for the defence of the new govern* 
ment ; others had arrived from England ; circuio- 
Btances all calculated to depress the spirits of the 
Highlanders. On the other hand» Ireland was al* 
together subdued by King James, except two cU 
ties ; the Convention was beginning to fall into dia* 
sention; and invasions were threatened from France 
and Ireland at once. The Revolutionists were still ' 
as sure as ever of being eventually able to settle a 
Brateatant macetukm; baft tiM Antt-reFvolntiontsts 
w«re nowy perhaps, more confident tiMD before, af ^ , 
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the impossibility of canying through a measure bo 
adverse to natural justice, and the prejudices of the 
people. A curious proof of the difficulty which 
men must then have felt in conjecturing which 
party would ultimately be uppermost, occurs at 
the end of Sir John Dalrymple's work, in the 
shape of a correspondence betwixt Lord Strath- 
naver (eldest son of the- Earl of Sutherland) and 
the Viscount of Dundee. The former, who had 
acted since the Revolution with a firm and con- 
scientious attachment to the new government, in 
the first place, writes a letter to Lord Dundee, be- 
seeching him to yield to the current of the times, 
and offering to make his peace for him. It is as 
follows :— 

'^ My Lord — The concern that many equally 
interested in us both have for your Lordship, ab- 
stracting from that respect which your own merit 
made me have, cannot but occasion regrate in me» 
to see that the courses you take tend inevitably to 
the ruin of yon and yours, if persisted in. I can- 
not therefore but wish, that you would follow the 
Duke of Gordon's example, and I am persuaded U 
will be found the best course ; neither shall your 
friends, who at this time dare not well meddle, be 
wanting to show their affection to you, and interest 
in the standing of your family ; and I hope yoa 
will do me the justice to believe that none wishes 
it better, or will more effectually lay himself out 
in it, than 

" Strathnaveb.** 
" Inverness^ Srd of Jidy 1689. 

Dundee lost no time to send bade the following 
minted answer :-— 
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« Struan, I5th July, 1689. 

, My Lord—- Your Lordship s, dated the 3rd, I 
received the 13th, and woidd hare returned an an- 
swer before now, had I not been called BnddenljT 
to Enrerlochie, to give orders anent the foree% 
arms, and ammunition sent from Ireland. My 
Lord, I am, extremely sensible of the obligation I 
hare to you, for offering your endearours iix me, 
and giving me advice in the desperate estate yon 
thought our affidrs were in. I am persuaded it 
flows from your sincere goodness and concern for 
me and mine, and in return 1 assure your Lordships 
I hpive had no less concern for you, and was think- 
ing of making the like address to you ; but delay- 
ed it till things should appear more clear to you. 
I am sorry your Lordship should be so fiar abused 
as to think that there is any shadow of appearance 
of stability in this new sthictnre of government 
these men have framed to themselves. They made 
you, I doubt not, believe that Dane [Londonderry] 
was relieved three weeks ago. By printed ac- 
counts, I can assure you it never was relieved, and 
now is taken. They told you the English and 
Dutch were masters^ of the sea.^ I know Ust cer- 
tain the French is, and in the Channel ; in tes^ 
mony whereof, they have defeated our Scots fleet. 
For as they came idongst, they fell on the two fri- 
gates, killed the capt»ns, and seized the ships, and 
brought the men prisoners to Mull. They teU 
you Schomberg is gomg to Ireland to carry the 
war iJiither. I assure you die King has landed a 
eonsiderable body of forces there, and will land 
himself amongst our friends in the west (irtiom I 
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am soriy for) very floon. So» my Lord, having 
given yott a true prospect of afiairsy which I am 
afilud amongst your folks yo« ara not used with, 
I leave yon to jadge if yoa or I, yonr fiunily or 
layiiy be most in danger. However, I aekmra^ 
ledge fr^kly, I am no less obliged to yow Loid- 
ahip, seeing yon made me an offisr of yonr assist- 
anoe at a time when yon thovgfat I needed it. 
Whernn I can serve yow Lordship or fjeunily at 
■ay tyoM yon think convenient, yon may free* 
ly employ me. For, as far as my dnty will alloilr 
me in the ciccnmstancee we stand, I will slady 
jfwv w^ [weltoe], as becomes^ 

My Lord, 

Yo«r most hnmUe sarvsnty 

DUWDBK. 

Hew are we to leel, amidst the eeeartty and trail- 
qaiUity of the present happy times, in oootem- 
fAnting a period, net yet bog past, when a noUa- 
man cf one poUtiaal patty endeavoaiad to gHOi 
over a friend who h^pened to bekmg to anotiher, 
ky a promise of his hfe and estate^ rad whan tfaa 
party ee addressed sent lor answer aa esMt «e»> 
vene of his geaenasi prapesal, amhing the aama 
pmnisa on the same iMNsdkifln I A asodem poll* 
lieiafr sometimes c hoe e s s lon^ and lesolfas hln> 
which party in 4ie Stsite he shatt attach hi m ssif 
fta^ hai^ no canse of diatmotion whatever, ck*- 
aept perhaps some trivial mattar of patnnaage 
Bhit what nnisl have bean the dificnby, at 1^ imse 
siadsv notioe, when not only was tiie ptospact mi 
adbbdtage la be esMidsred, hat the my idaa of 
tba ptaservmion of life ! 
It hae been already mentioned, that General 
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Mmtimf retttmed to £dinlMB|^» to agitMie s B4 
£or ssbdaiaig the Highkudi by bmhuds of a §mi 
mtMisAMsd at Inwrlodiy. Ha with diffiettlty got 
tliia project to fiur fipenad, that he was appointedl 
by the CeiiTeiition to march through the Higl^ 
ImmIs, with: aa aniiy oi about four tboiwaBd meii» 
ia order to carry it ifitoexacation. It wai part of the 
•ane fleheme, that he ■hovld reduce the rebeUiooa 
diatriet of Athole in passing towards In^erlochy* 
For this purpose, it was Judged proper that Lerd 
liwray, eldest son of the Marquis of Athole, 
•hanld go before htniy to try the effect of feudal 
ii^eiiee upon the people^ and in particular to res* 
eae Bkilr Castle, if possiblet from the bands of 
Slaart of Balieofaan and others, who held it for 
Dundee. Murray was the sim of a father who 
had just been plotting with Dundee and Balcarrea 
in fevour of King James ; but he had long been 
mk bad tenns wi^ his parent^ and he was mm^m* 
bwto the Duke of HansHtmi, pres&deut of the 
CcmwntHNi* He was therefore esteemed aa likely 
to do aoma serrice for King William. 

He wentto AAeleaarly in July ; and, aahad been 
agreed upon at Edinbuigh, he lest no time ia call* 
lag a Bleating ef his father a vassals. To his great 
amrpriaa* those persouai though the humblest minia* 
tefs of his inll ou elh«r aeeasbus, fairly rebelled 
Ufi^inst an order to rise in fiavour of whait they con* 
aidarad a uaurfung gQv«nuneiit« They had fifty 
years before fanned the mass of the armies of 
Montrose ; the lecoUeetioii of the singular yieto* 
ries whieb they won under his banner, was still 
finesh in their meaBories ; and their politiM»l feel* 
iaga were now idtogethef of the saaM cavalier 
eomplexioa as tbcal Ou eanng Lord Murray 
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raffaaeio receire a message which Dundee aei^ 
ii^9 they took alarm, and with one voice de» 
manded to know his intentions ; avowing, that if he 
woi|ld join Dundee they would willingly go along 
with bim, bat that if be did not, they would ira* 
mediately quit bis service. He first cajoled and 
then threatened them; but the unbending Cavft^ 
tiers filled their bonnets with water from a neigh» 
houring rivulet, ^ drank King James's health, and 
left him to join Dundee. * 

. He had no better success in his attempt to take 
possession of Blair Castle, though that house was 
his father's property, and kept by his father's ser* 
vant. On his summoning it to surrender, Bal* 
lecban told him over the walls, that he kept the 
house by the General's ordw, for the King's Ber» 
vice* 3 

The eontanaed possession of Blair Castle was- a 
matter oi the utmost importance to Dundee, be^ 
cause it enabled bun to communicate freely with 
the Lowlands, and was the chief bond by which 
he held the allegiance of the populous and well-al* 
fected district of Athole. Appreciating its value 
to the full, he no sooner learned that it ran a risk 
of being beset by Lord Munay, than he sent a 
light party of Highlanders, under Alexander Mao* 
Lean, to keep it in countenance. He soon after 
learned, through the service of some friend in the 
Scottish councils (of whom, strange to say, he had 
many), that Mackay himself was marching to Blairi 
and he then saw it necessary to direct all his 
strength to this point. Before doing so^ however* 
he had received his long expected supplies from 
Ireland, consisting of about five bandied men un-i 
der Brigadier Cannan, die whole of them very ill 
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UmifXmAf and Tery fow oonplelely aniMd. They 
Unded m ihe Iidand of M11II9 and were afterwards 
anbedied with his Highlaad forces mt InTerloeby. 

The reasons which Mackay had for marchiiig 
iiitd Athole at the precise time he didt are stated 
very clearly in his Memmrs ; and» as it is of some 
importance to an unfortonate party, to have an at- 
teotiTe hearing for his own exculpatory statemait, 
I sMke no apology for tnmseribing it. General 
Mackay* he says^ was informed by i<ord Murray's 
espesses^ that be did not think he should be able 
10 prevent his father's Ysssals from joining Dnn* 
dae, nnless the King^s forces should come to assist 
hka. He was also told that Dundee, upon the 
edll <tf Stwt of Ballechaa^ was making snch haste 
tD protect Blair Castle, as to leave many of his 
heal parties behind in the conntries ^roogb which 
he was passing* It was represented to him, that^ 
if Dundee shoald anticipate him in the possession 
ef Athole, he would there get fifteen hmidred re- 
eraitsy **^ as reputed for arms as any in the king- 
dom;" if he (General Madcay) should abstain 
§nm the march, Badenoeh, Mar, Menteitb, and 
ether distant provinces, would find time to pour im 
Iheir accessory streams to the main tide of rebel* 
lieo. The very circumstance of his scrupling any 
longer to come te aotioii would be ruinous to him ; 
for, as it was now known that be had both a more 
iramerons and a betters-appointed army than Dun- 
dee, people would begin to tiunk that he bad a 
dinnclination to fight, and all the undecided would 
dedare for, and jam the forces of King James. 

These reasons appeared so cogent to him, thiA 
hefomed the resolution of immediasely proceed- 

f2 
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iftg mto %h» Hig^Umdfl, even lliongh tbere wete 
four troops of dbngoons and two of hone, wfaieb 
bod not yet joined liim^ and which be expected Uf' , 
arrive veiy soon. His army, as it was, now 
amonnted to about fonr thousand five hnndred 
men, of whom a very considerable portion were 
cavalry. 

It^was on the 26tb of July (1689) that this de- 
voted host commenced its march from Perth into 
the Highlands. The way by which it had to pro- 
ceed, was that so well known to all who have ever' 
travelled throagh Scotland for pleasure, by Dua- 
keld and the long vale, or Blair of Ath<de, being 
the chief and ahnost the only very accessible path 
leading from the Low into the High countries. At 
this point they encamped for the first night, amidst 
the magnificent scenery of Dunkeld, where they 
suddenly received the distressing intelligence horn 
Lord Murray, that Dundee's near approach to 
Blair Castle had compelled him to bseak up the 
partial blockade which he had hitherto been able 
to keep up agsdnst that fortress. He, at the saiae 
time, infoimed General Mackay that, though he 
had found it necessary to leave the Pass of Killie- 
cranky betwixt himself and Dundee, he had placed 
a guard at its further extremity, to ensure a sale 
passage for the regular forces into the vale beyond 
it. 

Mackay was much chagrined at this information ; 
but he, nevertheless, persevered in his resolutioD 
to march to Blair. So instant was he in making 
up his mind, that that very night he sent Lieute- 
nant-colonel Lauder, with a party of two hundred 
men, to support the guard left by Murray in the 
Pass ; a gnaitly by the by, which Lander found 
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to hmm Mmt netw been, or to htsm enuM a i 
keliBre he «ppioBcbed. He ako sent bade » dei^' 
pctdi to Per^, to Gttiise ^ six troqn of CKnkf, 
wkich were expected to arrire there iiiiiDediAteiy» 
to haeteii afier him with all poeaible speed. Next 
monuBg, by break of day, he had hk men all 
roused and once more on the road. 

Searccdy any scene conld be mive irapressiTe 
tban the march of this litde army tbroogh the deep 
and. kmg-withdrawing vale which they were now 
eatering. Let the reader snppose himself standi 
ing on the boundary betvrixt a level and a moon* 
tainons ooim^ ; a den«>like recess fiollbig back m> 
to the bowidlaM waste of hills before him.; and aa 
army winding its slow and devious way into that 
den^ as . if they weie mass by mass and man by 
Hwn piecipitatkig themselves into a labynntlune 
cave. Let him otmceive them soon after got clear 
of the dose-embracing indentations of the Pass» 
and entered into a vale of considerable space, 
tinrough the centre of which runs a majestic moun- 
tain stream, while hills rise on- both sides to an im- 
mense height. Let him form an idea of the dan- 
gers whidb these men were braving by entering on- 
endi a scene ; an army composed, if not of sa* 
vages, at least of men unacqaainted with the 
usages of civilized warfiire, collected in the yet 
wilder recesses of the country to oppose them ; a 
soldier at the head of that army, who was known 
to entertain no sympathies for humanity as oppos-' 
ed to his own false fMnnciples ; friends, country, 
every refnge left behind, and no prospect now re- 
maiiimg but that of fighting out their own preser- 
vation and deliverance. In one aspect of the ease,- 
dMy appeared,. commissioned as they were to re- 
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dMft a kMlittPMB {Nffi of dii oantry to liie ialte* 
eilft of die dviKasedy aimiewiiat Uke mm ei &» 
tmM eofps with wfaidt the §mt Speakh edren- 
twmn m Ameiiea widertook the snbji^^oii of 
Ittge nunge empiiw ; and «ww«dijr ikmr eiMHia- 
ntwrwM seemed eqwdly teo^tit with danger, it 
moat be coDBideied, that ^ enetidiia of the vmn. 
on tlua oeeasieii woold he move tnnaltwMtt > in so 
im M they wese genenliy tbw leendts, or, es th* 
oemneB pfaiese of tbs lame teimed them, ^* yeaag 
yaciha '' from the Low cooiitrie^ who had all thmr 
tinea heard of the Highlands aa a hmd of imrar, 
and who new ooidd not fiul to conteoiplete a eoU 
liaiott with ite war^fie inbabitanta with feribga ef 
gnat alarm. 

It ia a pecaMarity of the ieng vale by whwh 
Madcay was entniag die Highlaiicb, liiat, at Dan* 
krid, and also at KiHieeiaaky, fifteen miles farther 
vp^ it becomes ceatraeted to a very saiaU space, 
threqgh which die road and tbe nter ha^ seaioe* 
ly veom to pass. At Kiilieeranky, whioli is about 
fear mika on this side of Blair Caitle, the baii 
daric hiUs, whidi mnge all aloag the vale on both 
aides, adTaaoe so near, and shoot up with sneh 
peapcadieaiaff majesty, that die eagles cell to each 
oiher fnan their Tarioas tops^ and die shadow e# 
tbe leik range liea in evarlaating gloom npen dm 
&ee Aii the right. The road passes idong die 
htkk of a preeipiteas bme oa the north-east side^ 
dm bare steep fiwe of the hiH rising above, and 
die deep Uaek water of the Garry tmnbling below, 
wlnle the eye and the imagination are impressed 
by the wildeiness ef dasky foliage winch clodieo 
the oppoidte. hffia. The scene is aht^fether one 
which mig^t make the boldest soldier paase be- 
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lore tfileriag i% rappoeing bim to be inihe Ibmi 
degree unoertain of tbe dispoei^ir of the covntiy 
towards bis pert^, or of the motioiifl of the enony. 
Sixty years after the time uiider reriew, when the 
Heasiaii troops were taken to it, for the pnrpoee 
of relieving Blak Castle, then under siege by the 
forces <^ Prinee Charles Stnart,' they absolutely 
refused to go further, alleging that it looked like 
the eztretaiity of the world ; and, under that im^ 
pressioB, by a more fortunate resolutioii than whajl 
General Mackay adopted on the present occasioii» 
they returned to safe quarters at Perth. 

Mackay arrived at the near extremity of the 
Pass, about ten o'clock in the ftunenoon, and, at 
liis men had then marched ^teen miles, he peiw 
mitted them to rest for two hours, and to take 
flome refreshment. In the meantime, he sent aft 
additional party of two hundred more men, under 
die oommaad of the Lieutenani-colonel of tbe 
Earl of LeTen's regiment, to reinforce that wbiiii 
be bad despatched the night before, with Colonel 
Lauder, to keep open the other end of the Pass. 
'At nid-day, after receiving information from Lan- 
der that tbe Pass was dear, he caused his troops 
to enter it in the following order. Balfour's, Raav* 
eay's, and the Viscount of Kenmure's battidions of 
foot, went first ; then, Lord Belhaven's troop of 
berse ; next, the Earl of Leven's regiment, with m 
battalion under the proper command of the Gene^ 
lal. After these went the baggage-horses, about 
twelve hundred in number ; aoHd behiad them »• 
gain, came tbe Earl of Annandide's troop of hone» 
and Hastings's foot regiment. The stores of the 
anny thus occupied % central sitwatkm, that the 
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naliTes migfat oo4 have as opfKwtanily of atfaffcing 
and plwddmog ^lem. » 

A noted and omineiw instance of the b^neaa 
of the Highlimd^fi oocarred, as the army wm 
mardHBg tbroogh the Pass. A man of the nan* 
ef Ian Bmi Beg MacRaa, who marked them finon 
the ofiposite bills, deliherately fired across the ivm» 
ler, and killed a pasMng horseman* ^ The pbMsa 
where this deed took place^ is indicated hy « weU 
called << Fnaian n tnipar, '* the WoU of the Hoiaa* 



When the Pass of KiUieeranky is once tmreraedk 
die ewmtry beyond is found to open snddenly np 
into ft plain) whieh is ezpuBssiyely called the Bla^ 
ar field of Atbole. Immediately beyond th^ Pa8% 
lUa piain is nel fery spacionsy but is confined la 
duifc desoiptiKHi of territory^ whidi in Scotland ie 
«aUed Hkattgk / that is^ a stripe of IofcI aUnnnl 
^ by the bnnk of a river. The road deboachoi 
japan this narrow plain ; the river nwa along m$ih- 
der the Ulls on the ief t ; on the r^t rise othar 
htUS) b«it not of so bold a character. Maekay no 
aoon^ atrived at a space snfficiently wide bi 
dmwing np.his army» than he halted* and bepai 
to itttrsndi himself. His baggage he left at # 
blaeksflrithVhottse near the tMmination of thePM% 
•a aa to have the proteetion of his araay in front, f 
.: Dnndao had jest this day descended from tbt 
i»8ds of Bndenoob» into the oomparatirely level die^ 
Iriet of Atholo) bringing with lum abont two th0» 
*aand HtghkBden, and something under five h«H 
iradlrish.^ When he first heud that Maokay WW 
dbont to march through the Fma of Kiliiecnuik|ri 
ha was pressed by his officers to di^te the paa* 
sagOy whichy fipQpn the superiority a defender aa* 
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tHMUf hat ^rer an MBwlimt in MMh caMs, he was 
mme to do'witli toccew. But he $Bm fit to nject 
the advice. RenMadiiig the Higfalanden of their 
avaeat aational laaxiaB, that it i« diahonoarahh) to 
altaefc aa eaeaif at a dJaadvaiOagey he and he did 
aM thidk so mtBtoAy of Us followers as to beliejpe 
Aey had irilen away from the ganerona oomgpe 
of l^ir aacestocs. la private, he assigned reastms, 
wiae aad weU^wmgfaed, for not doing as they cooa- 
aatted. To defisad the Pass, he said, was only ta 
delay the war, and to detain theanselvea prisoaefa 
aa places where they had been already too long in 
^aafiaameitt. It was oidy in an open field thai 
tlM peeuliariy TdieaMat ebarge of the HigUandata 
aoidd boTMifsnned. Sia: saccesstve batUea gain- 
ed hy Montrose, ensured the event of nest^ di^. 
To allow the eneosy to pass orer to fair gnmad^ 
iaspirad a generoas eonfidance into his own meay 
tat w€ffM fill their opponents with a aaspicaoa of 
Iha s o cr et aawic of it. To bin, afr the very waiit» 
asKeac was easy : to the eneasy, ailer they afaoidd 
4avaive from the Pass, retreat and rain ware the 
aame. Entangled in the Pass, the stronger woald 
pash the weaker ovartha preeipiets in thehr fii§^ 
aad all asastfail a dafrneelesspasy to his vietewoaa 
ansy panaiBg bahiad* i^ea at the other end af 
tlM FtaBi, he iMsd flSBt ardaas to his Insiids ta watah 
•ad Ml apott the law who should aaaspe*' 

it is said that» on the night beiuB the hattla, 
having reiastad Ihat tliB HighfaHidars had het» M- 
triad in the fiekl ainea ifaa tiasa of MoDtMse^ fiaiy 
ymn befeva, and baing deriians 4o put their oesa> 
age to the test, be gava an alanai^ as if a s a dd e n 
aMaek had hmm nade lipan hk psanp^ la aa ia- 
aMnl^ ha ConDd aiery mm a^his fnat» aad firai ia 
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il« By uiis BiintftgdiDy he rmnoTod 6V6fy slnuloil^ 
of diffidence fiem his own mind, and increased the 
personal confidence of his soldiers. * 

He was at Blair Castle, when he learned that 
an advanced party of Mackay's troops had taken 
possession of the p9S8. He immediately sent Sir 
Alexander Maclean with a party ef fonr hnndred 
men to beat up that guard ; but, being soon after 
informed that the whole of Mackay's amy was 
arrived at the Pass, he found it necessary to lead 
forward the rest also. Before doing so, he is said by 
Highland tradition to have rode up the hill of Shier* 
glas above Bl«r Casde, in order to get a distant 
prospect of the enemy, and the position they were 
choosing. He also, according to the same autho>» 
rity, made some careful and scrupulous inqnirms 
among the old men of the district, regarding the 
nature of the ground ; and he asked them whtti 
their old cornmandets, such as Montrosey wofM 
probably have done in sudi a case. He was pleased 
to find, in one particularly intelligent person of tfaer 
name of MacBean, opfaiions exactly coimstdoM 
with his own. 

He then set forward at 1^ head of his men, 
keeping the present line of road from Blau', till ho 
came to the river Tilt, when he tmtied off romdi 
the back of the hill on which the castle of Lude la 
built, and crossed Uie water near its confinenoo 
wiih the rivulet, cdUed Ald^Chlnan. His iiien» 
dionghbyno means in fresh oonditioBy went at 
double-quick time^ and he was conspicuous at thw 
head by the noble dun war-horse which be rode> 
»d the glitter of his plate-armour. ^ 

^ Mackay, taeaipeetatioB that Dundee wonUcomo 
direcdfr down the vale to meet fatm, had cast vp 



Tin iMtnui M tttuieiudittir. 8ft 

sMj^ tmKJMtt in frlMtt <!f hfe IMll. ItHistfMM* 

f9t^ with no fliBill sarptliid IhM he found f^m 

ereDtnally Wpp^tt M the fiUM «f the hill to lli« 

li^t. The i^pm^ch of tiie Highlander from 

I^et WM fiiftt dieeoTei^ firdtn the top of n knoll 

in ficont of hie poeition, hy n ptiny of two hmnked 

fianleen end a Woop of horse, whieh he had eetn- 

Uiriied thefe> under LietttenatttH3okmel Lander. 

On heing informed thnt they were in motioBy he 

galloped to tiie place, eaw Uieni him^eK^ and im^* 

laediately ordered Colonel Balfonr to famten Ae 

i^etribntbn of ammonitien^ end put- the men nn* 

der arms, while he himself eihoald chooee the field 

{ji hattiok Soon after this, obeevviog some huge 

pareels of 4he enemy makti^ advances to a A^eep 

and bosky brae immediately above his pomtion» 

from whieh it was evident they shonld be able to 

toee him oto^ the river, he galloped baek in the 

ntOMHit haste to the main body, and, making every 

batndieaQ form by what was called a quart cf etm^ 

veniim to the fights marched them one by one ftp 

to the top of the eminence, whidl he fortanaii^y 

gained before the enemy. The two armiea were 

then in a very uncommon position. That of Dnn^ 

dee oeeapied the high grounds about Urrard Houses 

Maekay's stood upon a lower pktform of the sahw 

range of l^k, A person standing at the mouth of 

dm Fbss, would have new seen the baggage-party 

dose benealli him on the haugh, the main body of 

the Gov«nnnent troops half way up the irregular 

shelvy hills to the right, and Dundee's Highlanders 

en a still higher Umdiog-place, as it were, of the 

same aaeent. The whole must have had much the 

same appeaiance with the aadi^ice-d^lMirtment of a 

a S 
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thMtre, as seen j&om the sl^^e; where a.part.wet 
below the eye, another portion a little above it, , 
and a third still higher and more remote. 

When the Highland armf came fully within 
sight of Mackay'sy the latter saluted them with . 
a shout, expressing inveterate hostility and de* 
fiance. *^ Mackay, who felt» or affected to feel 
confident of victory, perceived the standard of th« 
clan Cameron amidst the lines of Dundee ; and, 
going up to a son of the chief, who was an officer 
in his own regiment of Scots Fusileers, said to him, . 
** There is your father, with his wild savagea; . 
how would you like to be with him ? " , '^ It sig* 
nifieer little, " answered Cameron, '* what I wo^ld 
like ; but I recommend it to yon to be prepened ; 
or perhaps my father and his wild savages may be 
nearer to you before night than you would like.!' " 
The confidence felt by the youth regarding the 
jresolution of his conntrymeui was not overstrained* 
The Highlanders were almost wild with joy, at 
seeing the enemy at length within their power. 
In consequence of the late miserable series of re- 
treats in Strathspey, which Mackay himself al- 
lows in his Meipoirs to have rendered his n^en a 
very different thing in the eyes of the enemy at 
the end of the campaign from what they bad been 
in the beginning, they had come to look upon the 
Lowland soldiery with even more than their ac- 
customed contempt. They either regarded tjbem 
as hirelings, who would exert no real or hearty 
energy in the wretched cause they had adopted^ 
er as vile mechanical Sctssenachs^ who did not 
possess any portion of the spirit propar to a sol* 
dier. 

Mackay drew out his. men, in their second po- 
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^lion/M tie bid done in tbeh* fint, in one Kne, she 
men deep ; leafing no reserre whatever, except the 
guard of the baggage* He tbm greatly ont-flan^ 
ed the troops of Dundee, which, it will be reeol- 
'lected, were only about half the number. ' When 
Dundee perceived thm, he was obliged to thin his 
•line down t6 three men deep, so as to extend Ik 
to the same length. On the right of his line he 
had placed Sir John Maclean, with his regiment 
in two battalions. On the left was Sir Donald 
MaeDonald's regiment, commanded by his son and 
€Kr George ' Berkley, together with another bat^ 
taUon under Sir Alexander Maclean. The main 
body was composed of four battalions, being the 
lespectiTe cfams of Lochiel, Glengarry, and Clan- 
n>nald, with the Irish regiment, and a troop of 
horse commanded by Sir WilKam Wallace. The 
Irish officers were interspersed throughout all the 
-d^rent portions and limits of the army. '* 

The two hostile bodies lay tranquilly looking at 
ealJi other, during a great portion of that long 
Bumraer aiftemoon, only some slight skirmisbing 
going on here and there, as the various advanced 
parties had occasion to dispute points of ground 
with each other. On Dundee's side, many ad- 
'▼ised that the battle should be delayed till the en- 
auii^ day, both as the men were ftttigued with 
' their march, and as by that time some considembte 
aceesUons of force, expected from Rannoch, would 
eome in. But the General would haten to no sudi 
' suggestions. The men, he said, were no more far 
, tigued dian their opp one nts must be : if he ex- 
pected reinforcements, so also did they ; their ex- 
pected reinforcements were of horse, the sort of 
etrength which he had-most occasion to dread. He 



fTM vlWMy mmmfeiPi fintit if lie 4dt^ tBI lit 

jA vonld be ii»|io«aUe lagH«l Um witlKNitfiMl 
Mid lifwltiii kMft of niMi* 

At leogdi» «Mn| eigbt n'ldtekt vhM t|M w* 

«f ibe bills on wbicb timtm^vmrn stMd^ 1» fMh 
piftd for th« o«0el« In tb» firgt plt«B,h>f t ddro ta 
#d Ws moA m lb» ffUoini^ woviated iqptedb; 

<< Geiid9i»o% yon aifr eoiae Udmr tUi diqr to 
ficbu wyl dMt ia tht bait •£ fftmfit t w&b an io 
J^t the b«tth of fmu kiDfr, yowr rd%Mii, aad 

fobeffiw* Hiuniig so good a caste m ynwrhamdii 
I donbl 90t bttt it will impro jro« vitb an eqnal 
fwiagf ta laaiyitatft itt A« tbera k no propartiaii 
bel«mt leyaljtif mA twiaao> aa there oaft be iie«D 
baMi^ the niw» of feed ealyaela aftd traitaia. 
ReaMmbar tb«t tonday begiiMi the iMIe of jvim 
Ma§t jw leUgiaa* and yo«r oamitiy* Beliawe 
fmamifWt t bewfa n a , Uhe tme SfiKiiwie» aad let 
•«l» bfr iim aatio% ledeem Ae ciedit ef enrnatioa, 
vbieb m laid knr by tbe t w jaib erian and c ew a wdi ^ B 
0t aene of ita omairymMk^. I aak yoo te do bo- 
Ihbig; tbat f«Mi shall eel aae ma do before yen. If 
^I9f el «a sball ftdl on this eeoaabum iro dbaU baie 
thehoiiow oi dyiag in o«r dmy^and asbeeeaaaatnn 
laeiiof vaioiuraiidooaaeieiioe. Saeb of laas aball 
Ufie aad wm the bettla» wUl bate tberawaid of a 

God*a naaftBy then* let va go ob ; and let tUa be 
year word : King Jaaaaa aod the Chwok of Sool- 
biBd» which God long pveserfo I " 

He had all aleng that day' apfiaared oonspm- 
oqs inbiafed ooal^ and steel anooiir; bntjnsl be- 
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Awe tfae'facttfo^ he cfainged tb^ ftHnHer for a Md- 
o^Mired ^krment, to ooBGe«l his rank from the 
eoeiriy. This preewition was necessary and jnsti* 
fiaUe, because he had detennined to g^tify the 
peejvdtces of his men by making the charge at their 
keed. Dundee was personally brave to the kst 
d^;ree, and rather perhaps loved than feared the 
^Mgers of battle. Bat he knew that^ on the present 
oecaaiont bis life was not valuable to himself akme. 
. The charge was made with all the impetuosity 
proper te a Highland onset. Stripped, for the 
sake of lightness, almost to their shirts, stooping 
mm low SB possible, and holding their targets before 
their heads, they rushed swiftly down the slope 
whieb intervened betwixt their position and thai 
ef Mackay. A few leather cannon which Maokay 
ImuI }^sced at the extremities of his line, (each 
eaified- betwixt two horses), sent forth their thua- 
4eis againsl them, and they were sainted with a 
mmultaneous volley from the whole extended front 
of their opponents. These, however, they regard- 
ed very little. It is told ef Grant o€ Sl^uglie, a 
gmtlemBn of Glenurqnhart, that, having been 
knodced dowi^ by a baU which came against bis 
target, he immediately rose again, with the light 
lemark, ** Och, sure the Boddachs '^ are in earnest 
now ! " and continued his advance with the rest, 
ei^y the more determined in his course from the 
momentary interruption he had met with. But, 
indeed, the clans never looked upon the battle they 
were about to be engaged in, as any thing else thaa 
a mero findic, or.an attack upon the baggage. 

When they get within a proper distance of the 
enemyf they- all paused a moQkent, in order to give 
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^idoeks a» oBiial, ihef tMk to their btfmkuwefM, 
lioelttker vtm, and tir^haadM ««r<NpAis and ivir 
lnadlo^«|MB the fee^ uttering a hmA alumt at 
tke Bftme moneiit. NotirMMlaiiiBif ail thciv 
speedy MsMskaf 'a linos ImhI tkieta fire tlnneeTolMM 
al thiHD, aa diey urore advaneiiig. 

Maekay^ who kad exOTted hknaatf for aaoM 
koan to amage lik mm proporljr, at ^e risk of 
kpii^ kronght dowa ky tko mmtikj^ (for tkeir strag- 
f^ers ined repeatedly at kin as he rode akoitt), 
kad just coaekided a speeeh to some of Ae batt*- 
lieas aeavest hktt, wk^ tke attack wasmaife. Ho 
aaBad them to resaember tke justioe of tksir cansoi 
to leiMsiker tkal ike Protestaat intorast, not ew^ 
If m Sooikiiid but m Brkaa, and all tke worM 
•vor^ depeaded upon tkeiv finaness and exerlieiii^ 
Ho lemiaded tkem of tke obKgalioBs under v t hU k 
tkoy kyassoldiera^ to do Ike wotk of ^eir mmikttt 
aadeateitokMrwilkgoodii^L He pomted out to 
tkom th^t Aeir own poPBoaal aafelfy not to speak 
of kifl^er maMerB^ distended oa tkeir standing faa 
in eemkal dMs day. SkeiM tkey keep tkeiriKili^ 
ko saidy tkey would m direo minutesseo tke naked 
aavagas arrayed againat tkem iy kaek to the kiii 
at a ^pucker pace tkan tkey tjame horn iham 
Skonld tkoyt by a enndnat and uamaaly fa k u * 
ksartedaooB^ give way, tkeaskoiM none escape, tke 
tea tkey ^asiirad to aToid^ Tk# eaemyy uaeneum 
karad by dotkes and arms, and natnnilly sopMIsv 
4f fboly wiNild ^at tkem unrssistittgly down astbsf 
raa» ot Imddio diem jSsvadelibsmtomaasacie mto 
Ike kottoaa Of tke nalSk ¥^oovev migkt kavo tke 
good fortune m tkoamamiaM toesoape dto ensniy, 
tka river or tke piOGipice% akookl bo Sim to bU» ke« 
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Imb g B ttJB g ottt of liie cwmtfy, the coniiiwn people 
Mng efcry wliere in aran, for tiie exprem pur- 
pose of way-laying maawaTS. In erery Tiew of 
ilio Oftsoy h was their only trae interest to stand to 
it boldly as became men fightingfor their religion 
«id liberty, against die invadefti of both these noble 
possessionB. Let diem bat stand for a mixkntOy 
and they woald find theraselres almost' iuTolnn- 
teily or passirely Tictorions. 
• lUs raasoning was precisely of that sort whidi 
Isaves no doubt in the mind of a man 1^0 bean 
i$ in a state of tranquillity, and whoQ not partica- 
liriy interested, but whidi produces no effect npoa 
the iKokies of one ifho has a serions persomd 
reason for rejecting it. The drcnmstances of Mae- 
icay's soldiers wwe nnfmrtanately snch as to make 
h of IWde and!. They were almost all raw yoni^ 
iMO, who had never before been npon a field (^ 
battle. They were disposed to r^ard the enemy 
widi fear. They wen agitated by die ^stressing 
Boifvhy of their sitnation. Such foititnde as they 
had was radier relaxed as braced by the hints of 
die General r^arding the difficulty of escape ; 
while scarcely any one could be altogether con- 
ifineed iFf it ; for, aldHragfa it could not be hoped 
that all wottld ehide the dangers of the retreat, each 
man was at liberty to flatter himself with the idea 
chat he, by maidng off Tory early, and with pecnfiar 
qpeed, would be among the happy number of the 
aaTod. ¥?1iBt was pedbaps worse than any of these 
eoBsideradons, the army was left in a great mea- 
sure weaponless at die moment it rec^red the 
dmrge; few having time, after dieiri last fire, to 
screw their bayonets into the muszles of dieir 
pieeea; an awkward neeessity btike mOilary tac^ 
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tiOB of thai age, wbich w«|> oaiy iwaediad ia (b«h 
succeeding year» by General Mackay, who» in con<- 
fleqnence of smffering so much from it at KiJlie>^ 
cranky, inrented tbe present well-known plan f<nr 
fixing that weapon. 

For these reasons, as might be expectedt the 
resistance which the regij^lar troops presented to 
the Highlanders was neither of long duration nor, 
of a very determined character. The henry maspea 
into which the clans were collected, came with 
prodigious force against their thin line* Whea 
once penetrated, w even shaken in any one plap^ 
the remainder, though uninjured, could not loog; 
bear up* Every mode of defence which the poor| 
Lowlanders could attempt, was obviated by tbe^ 
aavage str^agth of their asaailants. If a military, 
lapier was presented, it was beat down by the^ 
long battle*axe8 and broadswords carried by th^ 
Highlanders: if a musket widi a bayonet yfUA 
projected against the body of the foe, it wa^i^cut 
in two, or received on the target. The happy- 
mixture of nimbleness and strengdi which tb<| 
Highlanders display, above . all other soldiers, o^ 
the field of battle, was far too much for the timid 
and inexperienced battalions of Mackay. In a 
Ibw minutes, with the e^cception of Colonel Hast* 
ings' and the Earl of Leven s regiments on tb^ 
ri^t wing, the whole line had given way, and de« 
acended the hill mingled with the pursuers. 

In the first confusion of the battle, Genera]| 
^ackay had pushed boldly throiygb the advanciiu[ 
torrent of foes, thinking that his doing so woul4 
cauQe his men to meet the Highlanders, with -a 
aort of . counler-chai|[e. What was his surpriaf 
and mortification, when, on reachix^ clear ground 
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tofOid, floid looUngbttdi) beoovdd MftMoe^ 
lib mm wliatevw, exeefii the ipqwmM and dyiagt 
d ilie Hvfog had gone down orer the hrink ii the 
liill with the Higbkiiden, «id were now engaged 
in a fljing fight in the vale below, or were hwrf* 
ing on for the Paw. T%e wngvhir spedade waa 
presented, of a retreating army exposed to ik^ 
awonli of the enemy, while the GeDeraKnioMS iko 
oidy nan wha had aMide a Tigoron attempt to fighik 
wttsleft behind nnharmed* To his own sena e ^ 
liie condnct of his men was 13ie magie a dief ap^ 
peered, he sa^ in his own Memoirs, to have nh 
idshed almost in the twinkHng of an eye. While 
he recordi their pnsiHaainftons behavioar with poiai» 
be cottld not help reraoidng, as a matter of ad- 
ditional regret, that, from the fitthi rcsiatanre he 
Ibnnd in passing by himself ^Aroogh libe HigUaad 
troops, he was sure that the least iramess en the 
|mrt oiFhismen wonld hare secured them a mtory* 
When he had a little recorered ^frem ias anr* 
prise, and the smdce was somewhat deaied away» 
he perceived the small renmining portion of fail 
l%ht wing standing at a fittle distance; and, like 
a good g e nera l, he immediately gaUoped towards 
h. On coming np, he fonnd it to consist chicly 
of a part of ^ Earl of Leren's regiment, indnd- 
faig the Barl htmself, most of his offieem, aadn 
considerable namber of men ftwn otiier battslieM. 
This parcel of his army had be^ mithrdy nnoppoe- 
ed by the enemy, whose fine was not knig eMmgh 
toreiMh it ; and when all the other regiments went 
off, it had stood stock stil, simply becanse it hadno* 
thhig to do, and did not ezaetlyjsee any thmg to 
ftar. By and by it was re infi w ce d by a battalioB 
of Hastings- regiaient, wkid^ atiange to say, hml 
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gmmim dnvM of ihe HigUaDdttra aller ikey Bwepl 
]M«t itf and was now returned in good order to Ha 
oiigmal position. Maekay, baying pot these litlKo 
boJfcMB mto order, ordered bis nephew, Captaim 
Maekay— a braye o£Ek)er, n^io had ab'eady eigbi 
broadsword woaads on bb body, yet still kept bia 
iM w rae' t o godown to the mle below, and infisrtti 
afl the offie«rs be net, tl^t the dmy might yet-bo 
iMr own, if they would only rally their troops ited 
<eome bade to join him where he had ilow takea 
«p lil^position. While the youth was absent upon 
this coimnuKsion, he went to survey the garden of 
a bouse m the neighbourhood, wfaieh he thought 
«i%ht perhaps afford a good Tantage-ground to ikn 
•Wfeek of his army, in case of b^g surrounded by 
ike enemy ; but be soon saw reason to almndoa 
aU such thoughts, the enclosure being quite in* 
aofficient to afford him any prospect of' holding out 
fall reliered. 

In a little \d1iie9 Captain Mackay came back 
with intelligence tiiat by fiar the greater p«rt of the 
army was diepemed or slain, and that such of the 
officers as he spoke to paid not the least att^fiion 
to his message. The unfortunate General, at the 
name tioM, perceived a coAsidemble body of meli 
larmtng ahxag the edge of a wood at soma distance, 
irtiom he soon dtscorered to be foes. It was now 
nearly dark, and the Higfakndws, he couki argue» 
warn likety soon to leani where he was, «id to 
ailtaek htm« Under tmh distiessingetrciunstaaceSy 
he eeuld sciareely indulge any hope of escape. 

Mackay, however, thoagh not possessed of any 
thing like the high military gndus of Dundee, was 
m mm of sease and ^perieaoe,- with considerehle 
pvesattoaof auad. He eaitricated himself fima tlria 



JMiirity iwtfa a graat deal of addivM. Il ktoc W 
samarked that be stood with his litlle cor|iS » good 
way up the hills* He was at Aat part of his posi* 
tMMi which was the most lemote from the vale aad 
the liTor. Betwixt him aod the vale stood the 
party of Highlanders which he had just observed- 
to gaUier by the edge of the wood* All the gronad 
in that direction, and especially towards the PaM, 
was covered with parties of the victors. He waa 
not yet aware that the eagle-eye of Doadeey whiek 
need to see every thing» was closed in mortal agony* 
Through all these difficulties, real and imaginary^ 
he piloted himself and bis troops with wonderful 
eoohiess and dexterity. First, he entreated the ment 
that, above all things, they would resolve to bo* 
tray no. symptom of panic or a disposition to fly« 
They must move slowly and stealthily, ready on 
t)ie first attack, from whatever number of foes, to 
give a well-aimed fire, and stand firm afterwards* 
He ptHuted out to them that, if they managed weU, 
the increasing darkness would prevent the enemy 
from ascertaining their numbers, and perhaps, evoai 
from discovering who they were. Should they» 
on the contrary, mova too. fast, they would infallibly 
get into disorder and alarm, and tb» enemy wonldi 
as a matter of conrsOf run after and destroy them* 
He then led them slowly down the hill, avoiding 
asmach as possible aU places where he dioughi the 
anemy could be ia great strength ; and, his maa 
fortunately seeondmg bis wishes by the most re- 
solute behaviour, he succeeded al length in taking 
them safe over tha river. . When at that paint, be 
waa oat of the scope of parsnit ; bat there was stiU 
fear, that. if he shonld.linger aay time, the eaeavf 
flight learn the &ct of his being tbtfe» aad giya 



hka 80IIM ami»yinic(i» He thenrfoiB faftd nbp- 
to fBsolfie upon awumiiig some path by which 
he might hope to escape from the coantiy before 
tlie next morning. Hi« ^cers^ in general, counael- 
kd him to take the nsual route throogh the Pass, 
of Kiliieeranky ; but he argued well, that that padi 
must now be completely beset by the Jiostile na* 
tivesy and therefore to the last degree dangerous* 
He bethought himself of a route, which must ap« 
pear to any parson acquainted with the couatiy» 
and who remembers its condition on that awful 
Bight of popular excitement, as having been in- 
finitely preferable. Striking off to the west, along 
the bank of the Garry, in a direction quite con^* 
nary to that of the flight, he penetrated Athole to 
the distuice of six or seven miles. Here» to hie 
great joy, he encountered a band of about a hun- 
dred and fifty fngitiyes, whom Colonel Ramsay 
had brought off, and who, like himself, had des- 
paired of getting through the Pass* Then, strik* 
jjjfig off by the bnnk of a little stream, tributary to 
Ae Garry, he endeavoured to find a road athwart 
die hills towards the n«ghbouring vale ef the Tay* 
By the mformation of a countryman whom he 
Isvad at a little village, and the help of hia carie 
dupa^Sy he succeeded in discovering a path such 
as he vequired. It was one of the most dreadful 
descfiptioo, full of quagmires and ptedpioes ; hiit» 
ttstwithstaiiding that, and notwithstanding their 
long flMffch in the naming, the men straggled 
through with wonderful peneverance. Befora 
tnomiai^ he reached Weems Castle, die seat of 
hie frieiid the duef of the dan Mensiee, udiese he 
gkdy halted to qleep and refinesh himself htmag^ 
einee his depaiture on the preoedbig nioniiag froai 
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Dunkeldy marched a distance of at least forty 
miles, a great part of it over the worst possiblo 
ground. 

Daring a later part of that day, as he pursued 
his retreat towards Stirling, he found the country 
to be in an universal uproar in consequence of the 
news of Dundee's victory. Every man was now 
arming for King James, as if confident of the 
eventual success of his party. About a hundred 
of the retreating soldiers having fled to the hills, 
in consequence of a ialse* alarm which occurred 
on the march ; such was the boldness of the peo* 
pie, and their aversion to the cause of the Revo- 
lution, that the whole of the fugitives to a man 
were killed, stripped, or taken prisoners.'^ Mac- 
kay that night reached Drummond Castle, where, 
in consequence of the Popeiy and Jacobitism of 
its proprietor, he had for some time past kept a 
^arriMii. Next day be reached Sdriing Castl^ 
biinging with him, out of the four thousand men 
he took awayirom the place a wedc beftiro, on^ 
about two famidrad. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ANECDOTES OF THE BATTLE OP KILtlE- 

CRANKY. 

If ye bad been where I hftd'beef^ 

Ve w«dna been see Infaakie, O; • ' 

Imet the Devil and Dundee. 

On the braes o* Killiecranlue, O. 

Old Gftmg* 

Such was tbe battle of Kilfieennky, so fir a» tht 
troops of King William were ooDoenied* It is 
now neceMBiy to notice tome eirciinataaoee rabK 
tire mdfe panicutarly to the oUier aide. >• 

The chief of these circnmtenoes was the woluiA 
of Lord Dnndee ; a matter which was destined to 
prove fatal to the whole of this important entei^ 
prise. Dundee had charged at the head of the 
few horse he had, and with snch effect that iho 
English horse rode off without firing a single shot. 
He then commanded his troopers to follow him, 
and endeavour to seise Mackay's cannon. Nainie, 
the Colonel of a horse regiment, who had just that 
morning produced his commission, and vHio was 
looked upon by his brother-officerB as having more 
faTonr than merit, rode so slowly after him, to ex- 
ecute this project, that, when Dundee came to tlie 



poHil 6f altaeky. he foond Immelf quite atone. 

that momeiit» the Earl of Doafermline, a oealoiia 
QftTalier, but who had been disappomted in the 
pronotion of Natnie» rode ont of the rankiy and» 
followed by only sixteen other gentlemen, fulfilled 
the wish of their commaadery by taking possession 
of the artillery^ while the remainder of the corpa 
waa stiU at a considerable distance. The Geaeridi 
then seeing that the right wing of the enemy's • 
foot was still standing* u^ile a corresponiHBg por- 
tion of his own army was coming somewhat slowly 
forward to engii^ them, rode back to bring up 
that parcel of his troops ; when* unlbrtunatelyy a 
musket-bullet penetrated his right side* immedi- 
ately below his mail*>Gaat» and he fell mortally 
wounded from his* hone. He was carried to u 
house in. the neighbourhood* where* amidst the 
bustle consequent upon his victory* and the pain* 
M sensatbns arjaing from his own personal cou^ 
ditian* he commanded bis^mind auffideutly to write 
• dignified acoauat of the battle to.bis.royal mm^ 
tar. * Next motniag* when in the laat agouie^ ft 

ifttpiftsa*, diat the netocy bad been comphiltf 
and aU ilnMdd be well if he were well. ^ Thfiai 
1 am weli*" said the dying soldier* and immediatelj^ 
aspined.* . 

.Tbu9 perished* in the prime of life and the hour 
of riolory* John Gn^am* VisGount of Dundee ;i a 
man whqse &te it has been to be too much railed 
.at by one party* and too mudi pnised by another* 
Jmt to wham a modem pen may only do justice* 
when it declares him. to hare been a great soldier* 
and a man of the first order of chaiaeter.and Intel- 
leetk No turapei«€siii could well be more diflbrealy 
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m «veiy mpecly Aaa' DmdM in the Highliwii 
aod Dundee in tbe Lowlands of Scotland* As, in 
Siberia^ the timreUer observes beat appreciated aa 
the most exoeUent of thingSi whye, in Oainea^ il 
Ss looked open as the grand enemy of human com^ 
forty so is Dundee in the Highlands held as the 
greatest of all modem heroes^ and in theLowlanda 
aa the most barbarous of aU brutes. It may seem 
8liange» that the Bhody Claoerte of Aynhire» 
ehould ba^e become the Great Dundee of Athole» 
But the thing is by no means pacadoxicaL Don* 
dee did not act upon feelings, or upon the ordiaaary 
notiiMss and emotions of men. He acted upon a 
grand ahatnMst prind|dO|, which he had establishedit 
lilie an idol> in the innermoet shrine of his mind» 
smd to whidi he was disposed to sacrifice all the 
natural sympathies. People are apt to tfaink» that, 
because ho perseovted a pious set of people, whose 
only enor wai one of opinion, ho must haw 
been himsdf aaiBi^owapdprefliyte man* Quite 
the fefnue. He was impired with aa li^fh a do* 
gmti ol religious feirour in his bloody deeds, aa 
over pos s em od the auad of the wUdost en t hwsia at 
tiwlt sat for years amidst tbe wilds of Twoeddalo. 
He had kid down to himself, that thel^Nscopatian 
Ipode of worship was the qnly one by which the 
Deity could properly be honoured. It waa hia 
wish, above all things, that the rude and lieentious 
fonnnla <tf the Pirei^yteiiaasy should bo dianged 
fcr Uie decent ritual oif the Episc^myaaa, so that, 
lo use his own words, God inigbt be honoured, in 
his own house, with some ehow of ceremony, and not 
Iro a l e d like an ordinary acquaiatanee on the streots. 
Nor waa be an andiacrittinalang advocate for a oo- 
tMionioai fonn of sorvioe. lb was aa adverse to 
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tli»nipkti OB the oae haad m to tiie P i re rtiy t e riti M 
«n the other; i&Mmnich tfatt, whrai Juntos wb» 
tampering with bis Btatesmoi sad offieers to nUiko 
them become Catholics, be coald make nothing of 
Diondee. It was bis freqaimt declaiUftion, that the 
more he foond his religion opposed, the more he 
lored it; a complete proof of his being healed 
by precisely the same mibappy eathnsiasm wilb 
those whom he persecuted. Thns^ it will be seea^ 
he never was thef base and ignoble agent of a tyraat^ 
which he is generally supposed to hare been. He 
was the enthusiast who acts exelosiTely for the 
gratificatiim of his own lofty will, and for the in* 
terest of aa object which he has conyineed himself 
is the (mly one that, in its accomplishment, caa 
render himself or his comatrymen entirely happy. 
Every sacrifice he made, every wound he inflicted^ 
etery time he rendered a mother daldless, or a 
family fatherless, every time he caused the cry of 
blood to arise from the wide-spread moor, or from 
the cottage green, he would only think that he had 
proceeded a sti^ nearer to the period of ultimate 
and universal happiness. No ^* cold ftdnl-hearted 
donbtings*' .could ever tease Dundee. His miad 
was made up, his idol established. Like a maa 
who gamers up a treaswe, and resolves, while he 
puts it under lock and key, to resign die farther 
pursuit of wealth, he had fairly shut the door agaiast 
the intrasiofi of all new ideas. By a system ex- 
actly the reverse of that which governed the TeOH 
pie of Peace at Rome, he had determined that the 
temple of his miad should be accessible to no other 
thoughts till the grand object of his life was achiev* 
ed| by the reatorattoa of peace and pure religioa, ' 

h8 
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Hh itoMi inin to afgtae alwal Ae chmi!^ 
tt attm like Duidee, Sadi enthnsbsts sreni^sloMi 
Mbfe lo iIm ordinu^ rales of jodgmeat tlmii'flmd^ 
affen are ameaaMe lo die commoD ]a#. A41 thai 
caa be eaid of hkn is euaply iliat» belag a asan of 
great aati^e force of mind, and living at a peiiod 
wkett k\» ooontiy was distracted by insane religkmi 
ihaoffies, be entered heart and soul into the view^ 
of a certain party, the interests of whic|t;he' pro* 
BM»ted very lughly, to tke great injury of Bis repv* 
tation among Uiose agsinst whom he acted. Whati 
in the eyes of an nnprejndiced modem, is the dif» 
ference between him and his enemies ? Both acted 
alike in the spirit of liie times ;4)0th did what 
aeemed good in their own eyes ; both songht the 
interests of a party ; both were goyemed by unna* 
Ivnil principles ; both were enemies to the general 
interests of human nature. It was a petiod of iuf 
aanity and struggle ; and both had lost, in the bei^ 
•f contention, all regard to the practical nsdahiess 
«f their Tarious objacts. The words may represent 
oAer ideas in die [Resent day ; bat I am afreU 
li^eie was litde difference in the time of Charles 
IL, between the men who preached a compoond 
^ blasphemy and treason at field coDyentieles, and 
those who gave themselyes ap to wdinuted rapine 
and craelty^ in endeairoming to repress tliem. it 
waa idl one gvmd'nadonal sin. 

As to die nunor departments of Dandee's dia- 
taeter, it is almost vain to expatiate npon dieas, 
after what has jnst been written regarding kia ao- 
daiM. He was a man of inde&tigaUe indnstsy 
and pefaeremee* No toil nor obstade coaWcoa* 
foer die acdvity of hia mind. He possessed % 
power of fenniog deep and long-caetog prcjl^ts, 
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^iMthhb eonld retrfn aad cbeM^ fir Ae tmmwm 
df Ir8 miiid,. like monfiters whidi Ivrk m llie «•;» 
fetm of the sea, till the prot>er mmiieBt mniwed 
for derelopiiig them. Bnt by hr the moM ranftrif^ 
lible minor ^tvre of his cbanieter was his i&fles<« 
ftie resohrt^yii. If he once said that he wtrnld do 
«ny Aingy he wa^ as sore to do it as ^ thnnder 
IS sttre to follow the lightning. A rermailcahle tes^ 
limony Jt this part of his character is eoinitten#« 
mted Iff^m subaltern Criditon. That officer, ho* 
ing seized among the rest of the eonspirators, as 
f«corded in a preceding chapter, was sent to B^ 
dinbnrgh, where it was proposed by some rneni^ 
bers of the gi^emment, that he should be hanged 
l» an example to the rest. Dundee he«rd of tho 
ncheme, and immediately sent a message to tiie 
Conrention of Estates, that, if they should Irart 
m Imv of Crichton's head, he woulcl send th^n 
liieir friends, the Lairds of Blair and PeHod% 
^whom he had taken prisoners at Perth), chopped 
into pieces, and packed up in hampers. Tlie Duke 
^ Hamilton, who stood in the relation of brother- 
in-law to one of these individ^s, lost no time in 
interfering to prevent Crichton*s fate> arewiilg him- 
•aelf so well aware of Ihmdee's inflezible eharae^ 
teTf that he was sure he would do as he^neatened 
in case of his officer being injured. 

I am now to present to the reader a few ftteo- 
dotes of the battle of Killiecranky, which ha^ 
been preserved by tradition in Atlioloy from tkat 
time down to die present; when they have fieen 
at lengtli collected into a written foim, for the 
aervioe of this work, by a peci&riy hitd%0Bt 
native of the district. * 

The daa Irf dio MacDoimeHs of Gkngany, 
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wUdi stood in tHe centra of Dondee^a Ibo, mL' 
was commanded by its chieftain Alisler Dlni» a., 
celebrated warrior, fought on that day with coa* 
ra^ above its fellows. Before the fight commen<» 
ced, 8 Highland odicer in Maekay's army, with, 
diat respect for the clan MacDonald which is ob« 
servably so general among the northern tribes, 
eeonsefied his general to place a double file of meo 
at that part, of the line which corresponded with 
the position of the Glengarry battalion; which 
Mackay accordingly did. Even that, howeveri 
wi» insufficient to withstand the fury of the Mao* 
Donnelk. ^ 

The chieftain himself had had the good sensef 
while at Blair Castle, to assume an old tsttered 
coat, which prevented him from being discovered 
and aimed at by the enemy. He bore a prodigi- 
ous two-handed sword, with which, at every step 
he took, he killed two men, one on each side* A 
soldier in the sixth or rearmost file of Mackay** 
line observed this terrible warrior, while there were 
yet three men betwixt them. He had only ^me 
to throw himself upon his guard; when Alister* 
having hewed down the three intervening penona 
with two strides of his weapon, came up to htmiy 
and seemed ready to serve him in the same way. 
The poor soldier attempted to employ his bayonet 
against the advancing chieftain ; but one sweeping 
stroke of the dreaded sword sheared his musket lit 
two, and left him with only the butt in his hand. 
Thtt useless relic he threw in desperation at his 
enemy ; and then making off as hard as his feet 
could carry him, he plunged into the river, and 
permitted himself to be carried down by the streanl* 
Alister Dhu followed, and, when be saiw the man 
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gfktg di«ni Ite water, cried to a fria&d OA tha up* 
pomte bulky << Catch that felloir for me $ be owea 
ne a day in barrest " The penop so cndled vp^ 
OK did net observe tbe soldier who was going dowa 
the streein ; but, aeeing anodier rise out of the 
water and Mce&d thb bttik, aiade up to hiiOf mmI 
with one stroke cleaved him down to the breast* 
He then called ont |o Glengarry, ** Will thai please 
you? ** And Glengarry, being eqaally igBonmt of 
the identity of the man, replied, ^* Yes, it will do 
very well at present ; " after wbi<& he coolly re* 
turned to join his clan. This fact was reported by 
ihe real fngitive ; who, having glided ander a bosh 
overhangmg the water, saw himsrif killed by proxy, 
tfnd heard the oonseqnent badinage <^ the High- 
kadera, with feelings of no ordinary ebaraeter. 

Tbe MacDonneUi are said, both by tradition 
nnd hSsteryv to have fonad more difficulty in roai* 
hg the troops imposed to them, and to have leal 
mott men in the rencoimter, than any other daa. 
Sbteen gentlemen of theor name are said to hum 
dial day iUlen ; an eoormoua disproportion, when 
k is reooUeoted that Uiehr party was the viotoraonB 
jne, and consequently the least saffuar.^ A- 
mong those who Ml was Donald Germ, that is. 
Bine-eyed Donald; the son of the chief, and a 
moat hopdkd and beloT<ed yonth. He bad IdUed 
no fewer than eighteen of the enemy wi^ bis own 
tmnd, and all withhai ench a space, aooordmg %9 
UmAUitmt^uUnfould/uiioerefuiFed a i^ppif cfUnii* 
med io mm» There was one other MacDonald, 
who IdUed eightaen of the regular troops ; and 
naothar person etiU, <me Gilbert Stewart of Fan* 
inaslks n4io slew twenty. Stewart's feat was not 
enraeidinmy mdie vest. He was burying a- 
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iM^f tdwwfk tto fidd'of batlle^ mhMmm'Mmniitm> 
iMMneM would permit, and was jOBl-aboitl to do^- 
fijcend into tbe rirer, to cross it, at the ford .of - 
Dohnneh, wbea the fogiiSTe troops eame down ib» ^ 
opposite bank, and eagerly crowded tbrongh tlMi> 
water. Giibeirthad natbing to do but to pitch; 
himself on tbe bank^ above one of the chief laad-^ 
ing places, and eat down every man who ifoccea-' 
stvely rose ont of the stream* 

The chief man who fell on Mackmy's side waar 
Colonel Balfour, the unflinclnng Whig officer wb»' 
haii been already so often mentioaed in this work*/ 
Balfour was engaged at once by two meo» one 0C2 
whom was Alexander Ban Stewart, brother of tho. 
Laird of Bsdlechan. But, as he had fortunitely^ 
got his back against a tree, they fought widi hiitti 
ibr a loog time in vain* At length die Reverend 
Mr Robwt Stowart, a young deigyroan, who hadt 
eome ont to fight with his fellow-coantrymem aii4 
who was son to Alexander Stewart, came up-.t^ 
the place ; and, being shodced'to see sneh an nn- 
fiMT oomhat, espeoialiy as his fMher waa engaged 
Mi i^ he cried ont, '<ShameI dbaawl The likft 
was never heard of befwe ! Give the brave na» 
hk Ufe. " He at the same time addressed soma 
friendly words to Colimel Balfonr, who, : howev4iv 
leplbd by an expression of contempt ai^ defianoon 
The exact words of that reply are not fit to be ]»t 
peated; but their effect was instantaneous and 
powerful upon the feelings of the young High* 
lander. << Earth .to my body, " he only sti^iped 
(o exclaim, '* and peace to my ^irit,. and one fair 
stroke at y<p ! " Afier which, substituting him* 
aelf in plaee of the two former combatants* and 
fiowishiag Us broadsword ovsr hia hand «o«aMl 
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tUwiy liB kwigfhl doira swh ft heftTf liloir «pon 
the siioidiler of the unfoftaiiaie effioer, that he ea4 
»«o«iflete eemi athimt Ub bodf, frooi the oi^ar 
to the thighy «id laid Inm at once lifelen vpen 
titegimnd. 

The renowned hero who peifomed this deed» 
a fte tw a p d s joined with great ▼igoar in the nmniBg 
i^t whidb took piece on the way to the F&as* 
He is deserihed hy H^^huid tradition aa haiHuog 
em from right to left, «id from left to right» ammig 
the Taaiu oi the esemy, jnst aa if he had heen 
WKimmg down thistles. In conseqiienoe of his 
gieat ezerlieiis, his hand swelied in the basket^ilt 
of his 'Sword, and conld only be released by har* 
Big thenetwcNrk of that receptacle est away fran ' 
aratind it» « He esEperieneed freat oompiiaction af- 
terwards for havhig spilled so mnch innoo^it Uood; 
wd^ heng aCaihi^, tfaen^t proper to fiwt aad 
pray thvee days^ by way of 9mfiaJ6ag his saf^pesed 
gwilt* * • 

' The noise of the hakle was so terrible aromd 
Blwaryor Unard Hensoy' that ahoy, thesooof 
the 'proprietor, died el fright. A maid and a anui- 
ierrant were sent away wil^ wMoe^of the anatter 
children,' to seek a • ptoce of^ safety, where- they 
wiglie be deposited. . When they had got to some 
diMaoe from the battle-field^ the man expressed 
a wish to return, ^nt he might share in the work 
of deai^ ; and the giri, he said, aught now make 
her way alone, there being no appearance of an 
enemy near them. *^ How can yon go ? " said 
ihe giri, eryiag* bkteriy ; *^ yon have no weapons 
to %l|t with. *' ' >^ Noinatter fur that, " answered 
the HigUander ; <^ if I can but tlnrow a etime at 
rascal^ it inaf be the msMs of sang om of 
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ttjr fciflad% wd fear not bat I will «aoft fit 
better dung in my lisnd if I live, " 

He then left the girl, viia pKoeeeded aleee lot 
•(MM tf^igse^ tiU» •■ thev was cnMsi^g ei fi^ ef 
farae» three dragoons appeared in sight, end rwla 
fiuHraaly up to her* She sereaoMd with terror^ 
but at that moOMiit a protector apfieared moal w^ 
expectedly^ in the diape of a wild Highhind youibi 
who» wearing neilliar corering for his head nor 
dothing for his limbs^ and bearing only n good 
bmadsword^ sprang to bar side fbDm a by^padl 
tbtoagfa wbiob he had been himself 'proaseding toii> 
wards the field of battle. CaUing to tks giri to bo 
syent, «< as God and he ahoold be her dafcndars, ^ 
tUs. yonag man fearlessly interposed Us pisrsai 
b^wixt ksr and the dmgara% wbo^ Onaoeooiiof 
the nanowaess and difficult of the path tlttoni^ 
Iho lmsbs% wore advaneiag in a liiio^ at a ooa^ 
aidsraUa Stance iram eoeh other* A eombot aa 
the style of the Horatii and Cuxiatii then took 
phoob The Hif^ilaoder cat down the irsft with 
one flboke of Us bniadBWOvd« The socoad ha mm 
4a deadly aad better matofaed strife, bat Um ha 
also saoceeded in biingiog down* and that befeiw 
the third had time to «one apb After thai tho 
tlord seoaied off. The girl, amanad at the pa a wo a a 

began to shower bksdngs aponhim ; bat be soamo* 
ly watted a aMment to listen to bar. He paiaaad 
^ way to the battlo-greaBsd, with the samoepood 
as before^ a^Mieatly tlunksng. that he bad dowo 
aotUag axtraotdiaary. He probably fell ia the 
action^ as sbo aeter itgrna aair or hemd aay thbig 
of Um afterwards* 

iSarh aaiif tbitas surra tir illanhain a inraarir madr 



ly Mr Mm Dttirymple, tlwt tbere uris All Mb* 
nmee between the troope of Grenenl Macfaiy audi 
riHMe ef the Viseottnt of Dnadee : while the for* 
Mer eerved fer pa]f , the kilter were ineited hy the 
hfv^ of wv. They also show wfairt a strong feel* 
hig of the justice of their cause, and ef the fire^ 
|Miety of snpportlBg it, animated these imtmoMd 

' After the dispen^ ef Mackay's amy, when 
■ome were making l^e best of their way lliroagli 
die BmB) and oSbera, like die General himsell, 
flying in the eontntfy direetiony two men were ^ 
ienped by an Msh soldier to mn up the hilt ot 
ttie opposite ride of the rhrer, apparently caknklf* 
Itog for escape on the impMbaMHty of any one sttp- 
•p^ikag that they weald have adopted snch a Hne 
of retreat. The Irishman, whom tmdUion ren 
aWJubfeiM to hrn^e been dothed in gfffeen, fi^owed 
them with aU his* might, and soon got Tery near 
Ihem. On their observing, however, Aat he was 
ttfiaecompanied^ they took heartof grace, and tnm^- 
%d round to defend t hemocl v e s. It then became 
Ml tmn to be ainild* Hevi^ jnst heskatingwhlik 
ther to go forward and try his lock agiihist them 
tn combat, or to ailtempt an esci^ by flight, when 
hB nbierrod a herd-boy lookmg over a bmik be>" 
liind his opponents. ^ Oh, little hul,'' he had on- 
iy ^pealil to exclaim In Irish Ga^c, <* were yon 
iMI t» throw one stone ! " The boy dbeyed the 
fequist, aaid the Btmie> though* it hit nei^er of the 
•ekKeri, had alt the ^ect tha^ conld have been 
deiiM, It cattsed Aem to part company and fly 
in oppmil6 iiieedona, under the impression ih«t 
dieir aati^iarist wis suppoited by some ally at n(» 
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great dUtaaee. The Irishiniui pf«na^Mi» HtdM 
he soon overtook and nlew ; bat in the meantiin% 
the other, having di«eovered the bby who tlweir 
the atone, had began to chase him with all Im 
apeedy to revenge that hostile act A ttranga 
scene then took place. The boy 6ew along tb# 
hill side, with bare head and limbs, and wiUi aU 
his tartans streaming behind him ; the LowlaD4 
soldier came dose behind, — so close, that the boy 
«sed afterwards to say, with the fiutcy of a Higfe* 
land poet> he felt his back warm with his breathy 
after him again came the Irishman in green, aa im» 
tent to overtake and destroy his immediata pvada* 
oessor, as that predecessor was to catdi and kill 
the little neat-herd. Fortunately, tho Irishman 
was the first to accomplish his object Jnstaa 
the soldier was about to seiase his prey, he fetchad 
a stroke at him with his sword, that felled faifli 
lifialess to the earth. 

The boy, whose life was thus saved, lived to m 
great age, and often, when an old man, related hia 
atrange adventure on ike day of i^mrovy, to a 
peiaon who is stiU alive, and who commwmcafa 
this information. 

The stories of mad heroism and hair*broadth 
escapes which the people of Athola tell regardiaf 
this singnlar fight, are almost innumerable. A 
Highlander, on the left of Dundee's line, after kill^ 
ing a great number on the field, Mlowed one pai^ 
ticular soldier who took to flight, and whom ba 
discerned' to be also a Highlander. The fugitiaa 
made clear way down to the river side, which ba 
reached at a particular spot where there is a pv»> 
cipitous rock on both sides, with a chasm betwatn 
of at least eighteen feet Jnat as he jompad fraaa 
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ik0. VAvi^ h$9k^ itbe pmviier reaefaed a faint sinrike 
ai( hiiiiy eKclaimiBg at the same time, with an exe- 
owtiooy ^ Covld yea not. have as w«U let 090 kiU^ 
jHia aa tbe river drown you ? ** for he never anp- 
poaad that his £ftte woohl be any thing else than, 
to^periah in the torbid waters of the Garry. To 
Us gseat umusement, bowev«ry and no less to hia 
nuMntificatioBy the. terrified Higfalandfir jumped right 
aonosa the chasm and alighted safe on the other sld» ; 
an astonishing feat» when it is. considered that tba 
vimK^oa of his pnrsner inflicted a wound of several 
laehes long upon his back, at the very moment be 
asade' the leoi^ Immediately after alighting* he 
turned abovt and cried with a- sneer, '< Feach n 
ddaot us 'sin : Try if. you .can do so too ;" to which 
llie other only, replied,, that it was a pity be did 
Ml.assnoie bis bold look a little sooner* He snr- 
nved this adi^entuse many years, being employed 
upon the formation of the Highland roads by Ge- 
uml Wada so lately as the reign of Geoi^ the 
Second* Till tb^ very last» he used to relate the 
•toiy here commemorated, which he always illns- 
iwted by showing the scar of his wound* 
-: The waters of the Garry were, it, seems, a good 
deal sweHed on the day of Rinrory, as the. High- 
landers term it, which, was the means of drowQing 
a great .number of the rputed army. One particu- 
Uir place» .tvhere the qhannel is more eonfinedf and 
tba stream consequently more impetuous than 
mualx is pointed out as having been peculiarly fa- 
llal. Aft0r a great number h^ been impelled into 
the stream, at thia place, two red-coa^ made a 
d^^rate stand agjainst a single Highlander, who 
jaodea¥onred. to dnvo them in; and, as they had 
m^^tbw cbance «if escape than by killing him, th^y 
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f«<light SO well « to put him to some distraBS. At 
die rerf moment when he seemed ahout to tmtik 
irom tbem, an Irishman came up and cried in 
Irish Gaelic, *' Myliearty hrother, would yon bo 
helped ? *' He answered, that he never was more 
ia need of help in his life. ** Ga mid cmoi taldli 
dai/* <^ried the light-hearted Milesian, << Let ns ap- 
ply the metal of the field to themJ' At the same 
time> he began to pelt the two poor red*eoaiB with 
sloaeB, wUdi aoon obliged them to come in the 
BMrey of the Gatry, aa so many of their frienda had 
done before them. 

There is a place in the img^boaihood of tiu 
clochrie, below the FisiiSi where the river throwa 
oat a great deal of nusk and rubbish upon one of 
the bttoks. Here a great number of the drowned 
beioj^ deposited during the night and day 
succeeded the battloi an old Highlandwo^ 
nan who lived hard by^ and who was a zealoua 
aBti-rendntionist, devoted herself to the smgular 
enployment of pushmg them hack with a long 
pole into the water, which the always did with 
the exclamation, ** Shios, riiios ahi ; shies shi gut 
cardn: Down, down with you; down to your 
friends.'* Somebody of more refined feelings, hap* 
peaing to come up, asked her how she had the 
ceumge to do such a thing. 

** Courage," said she in her na^ve dialect, whidi 
Is far more expressive than my Engfish translation» 
** that was a word to be used yesterday ; they 
were fierce enough then, when on iheir way ty 
the water ; now that they are comii^ drntm^ thera 
k a wonderful change upon their manners* A 
diild need not now be afraid of them. They are 
pcffecdy weU*behaved now* Sooundrria that tiiey 
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are>** she continaed, as she at the same time con- 
tinned her work ; " not one of them shall get leave 
to stink here." It will he observed, that the hor-> 
rible is here greatly enhanced by the pun npon 
the ordinary Scottish phrase, up the waJter^ as re- 
ferring to the valley, or. tract of country through 
which the river runs. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

SKIRMISHES OF DUNKELD AND CROMDALE. 

From murders too, as soldiers trae, 

You are advanced well, boys; 
Tou fought like devils, your only rivals^ 

Wlien you were at Dunkeld, boys. 

FamtUl on the Camercmans* 



When the iasae of the hattle of. Killiecranky 
fint known at Edmburgh, the Dake of Hamilton, 
and all others who had taken a strong hand in ef- 
fecting the revoiutionary settlement, were thrown 
into a consternation whidi defies all descriptioii* 
Under the impression that Dundee would imme« 
diately come down npon them, some proposed 
that they should redre to the remote parts of die 
■onth of ScoUand ; others advocated an instant de^ 
partwne out of the kingdom; and many actually 
^ at least leave the seat of government. It was 
agitated whether the Cavali^ prisoners should be 
Hberated or more strictly confined ; and the latter 
BBeasure was only determmed on after some faesi«« 
H^on. These unfortunate individuals, among 
wfamn, it will be recollected, was the learned and 
elegant Balcarres, were now sequestered moro 
strictly than ever from all intercourse with tibeir 
friends. It is true, as the nobUmas just mw&mr 
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ed hm iniiDniied us in Ids Memoini tbe/y wereoaw 
more yiuted thim tiiey had evor been before by 
their enemiee. These^ however negligent of them 
formeriyy noW flocked in crowds to their dungeons^ 
making the most abject ezcnses for thdr past de- 
linqnencies to King James, and protesting that 
they had all along wished well to his Majesty's 
interest, but had only hitherto Ibnnd no conveni- 
cut opportunity of declaring themselres. 

AU this terror was needless. A victory had 
been won to James and the Highlanders ; but 
Dundee had fallen* That simple circumstance 
neutralized,' and more than neutralized, all the ad- 
vantages which could have been derived from the 
victory. Upon the vivid military genius of this 
man had hung all the hopes of the one party, and 
tXi the feara of the oth«r. << Dundee has anmhi-* 
hied his enemies, " every body cried ; ^' why 19 
he not here ? " It seems to have been the gene^ 
lal idea, that his presence in the Lowlands, a tri^ 
iimphant and unassailable conqueroi^, should havn 
just as natmally followed his victory^ as ^Eect in 
any case foUows canse : he should have been there 
b^re the very news of the actiim* King Wil- 
liam and Kii^ James, from their intimate know- 
Mg& of his character, were aUe to justify^ each 
in Us seTeral way, this extmyagant ftopukr feel« 
ing. When the former heard of the battle, he 
^tSdf << Then I am sure Dundee has fallen ; for, 
otherwise, I should have heard at the same time 
of his being in possession of Edinburgh* " King 
James, in his Memoirs, written by his own han4» 
tells us that ** It gave him a fresh occasion of ador- 
ing Providence and contemplating the instability 
of human affii^ when one single shot from a 
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routed and fiying enemy, decided^ ' in all appear* 
ance, the fate of more than one kingdom. '" . 

At the same time, while so much respect, spon« 
taneous and otherwise, was paid to the genius of 
Dundee, the Revolutionary party had no cause to 
complain of the conduct of their own general*: 
To do Mackay justice, he had performed all that, 
a good leader could have performed under the cir- 
cumstances, and with such troops. When all his, 
efforts were found-unavailing in battle,. he had done 
what was next to victory — performed a masterly 
retreat, with the wreck of his. forces. His con- 
duct, however, after reaching Stirling, was charac- 
terized by an energy and boldness very different 
from what might have been expected in a. beateii 
general. On arriving there, he learned that the 
Convention had give^ orders) to the various bodies^ 
of troops stationed in the north of Scotland to 
draw towards the capital ; and it was intimated to 
himself, that if he could only defend the pass of 
Stirling, so as to prevent the Highlanders iron^ 
coming south,, though at the expense of surrender- 
ing all the north to them, he would be held as do- 
ing sufficient duty. This did not satisfy Mackay* 
He knew that the north of Scotland could raisQ 
an army far superior in bravery and discipline to 
the south; he also considered that, if they were 
permitted to take possession of such towns as 
Perth, Dundee, and Aberdeen, they could assumi0 
a face of govemm^t^ and fairly divide the king- 
dom with his master and mistress. He thought it 
far better to hazard a good deal for the sake of re- 
straining the enemy to the hills. Accordingly, re- 
solving to march back forthwith to Perth, /or the 
pui][H)8e of facing them in their expected descent. 
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Jm ezotod hinndfy dimg the two dajB IbHowing 
hu ratnm to Stirling, to ooHect all the bodies of 
lioope wbidi lay mdiin retch. These bodies were 
not incoBBiderable in nimber* Eight troops of 
newly levied hone, and four of dragoons, whieli 
happened to lie near Stirling, made up, with Lord 
CJolchester's regiment of horse, fire hundred men. 
Bemdes these, Us own regiment of horse and Hay- 
fold's dn^ooBs, which lay at Edinburgh, numbered 
in all seviHiteeii troops. He tells us in his Me- 
moirs that he coidd Iwre easily had a huge amy 
of foot, if he would have accepted of the serricea 
of the West-country Whigs, ihe whole of yAwm 
rase wtth one consent to assist him, whenever they 
beard of die issue of the battle of KiUiecranky* 
^en taU mtxiUo^ he says, was tlie rule of his con- 
doet te rejecting their proffered serrkes* He knew 
diat, however aealons diey had been, and wert^ 
in endeavouring to e^Kt the Revoliition, it was 
•otfrom any comprdiensive views of patriotism^ 
but only for ihe purpose of thereby ob%ing King 
Vt^lliam ib gratify them in their rdigious predi- 
kotiooa. Their pretensloiiB, he says, already ap« 
peered aa exarbitaat, that heieared assistanoe from 
them, almost as BMich as oppoeition from the enemy* 
King William had not come to Bntsin, nor had ho 
himself come to Scotland, merely for the purpose 
of settling a frivolous local dispute about eedesiaa* 
tical poUty, but to promote the gfeat canae of di4 
Pkoteetant religion throughout Europe, and the in^ 
ierseta of annkind at laige. 

With such alacrity did thk excellent soldier 
p r oa e c n te hia dengn of marching back against tb^ 
enemy, that, on Wednesday afternoon at two 
o'clodc, less than two days efter bis return from 
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Killiecranky, he was on tiie high imd to Pmtk.- 
with a new anny of aearly two tfaoosaadaMn) 
Before that evening he reached a TiUage ahonthall 
way betwixt Stirling and Perth, where he rested 
for a part of the night. Next day^ marohing to-^ 
wards Perth, he experienced great iacOnienienoe 
from the impossibility of procuring any intdligence* 
of the enemy, all the houses by the way being de^ 
serted by their inhabitants^ who were gone in aoas 
to join the Highlanders. As he was adTancing lo»» 
wards the river Earn, his scouts, who went oolyi 
a musket-shot befinre the army, to pnavent- their, 
beittg cut off, met two gentleman on horsebaek^' 
who assailed them with a lond qm vwe, aad mad» 
a hostile moyement towards them ; on which theyi 
ired, and shot both dead. This accident caased 
the General to suspect that a krge body of the- 
enemy was not far off, and he accordingly drew oC 
from the road, into the heathy ground west fipDna 
Perth, called Tippermoor, where he was not so 
liable to surprise. 

• Here, as he was descending^ upon Perth,. be wae 
pleased to disoorer a party of the enemy« aboot 
three hundred in number, marching out o£ tha 
town, and moving up the south bank of the. river 
towards himself. This was a party which Caanaa* 
Dundee's successor in command, had seat down 
the country to reconnoitre, and whidi, having hoedt 
kfaly ventured to Perth, were new intercepted on 
their way hack, by an enemy whose face they had 
never expected to see .again, and whoae motioM^ 
of coarse, they had taken no pains to watch. 
Maekay no sooner saw them.tbui he detaehad a 
•tronff body of horse, with ocden to attack tbeat 
on aU sides. The poor Highlanders^ who waBa 
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aU Attrale aiea, (under the Lttid of Stniftii») re» 
gudiBg^0 i^roach of ihe troqporo with their ac* 
OHtomed fear for diai sort of soldi^, turned at 
0B0e^4uid attempted to cross the Tay. The dxBr 
gooaBf' howenrery were npon diem peli-meli before 
^y could efiect their wish ; and a dreadful scene 
of eamage took place in the water. The Highr 
iandsn beiog». aa Maekay says, so obstinate or so 
afeiipified as never to ask for quarts, a hundred 
msre killed^ with the loss of only one man on the 
aide of the assuhmts. - Othem were immediately 
•aiter surprised drunk or asle^ . within the town. 
An affaJTy reflecting so. much discredit on Dun- 
dees racceaBOT) and augurii^ so well of Mackay's 
neBMped epeeationsy was generally considered in 
Ae cenntfy as- likely to chedc the progress of the 
•war not a little* Accordingly, from this moment, 
Ae friends of the reformed gorernment were.in- 
opired with fresh hopes* *. 
'. . Caiman was soon to gire ample proofs of his 
inability, to fill the difficult situation just vacated 
by Jimbiab. Havii^ formed a feeble and absurd 
lesolatum of marching north to Inverness instead 
o£ descending npon ^e soadiem cojonties, he be- 
gan to move his forces along the road by Blatr- 
g^oimsy under the brow of the Grampians, where 
he was alwaya sure to have provision on the one 
handy and a safe place of retreat on the other* 
Madsay moved along side by side with him, keep- 
ing at* a little- distance, but never ventpriag to at- 
tack- him, on aoeooat of his sure retreat. From 
Perth^ . tto two armies moved to* Cupar* Angus ; 
kmsk Cnpaf*- Angus toFi»6ir; froiiiForCsr t& Cle- 
an; and frnm Glova^to Aberdeen* Cinaan had 
aoMr leas than four thousand men under hias. 
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wkile M«daqr iiid onlv about fifteen Ivtadhpad dn^ 
goon»; yet ke n»ret thoiiglit it prudent to bamd 
oti eictioB. From AberdMiishire, they mocked 
uto Banff and Moiay, where they lay tbreateniag 
eadi other for some tune $ Maekay never penaiv 
^ hie men to enjoy noetmwil repoM, but keeiring 
them constantly awake in the open field all n%kl. 
At lengthy when both puties were perfaape alike 
tired of this inoondnsiTe sort of ean^igning, Ca»* 
nan received apiece of intelligence £rem his Athole 
friends^ which oansed him saddenly to bteik ia 
-eS^ The Privy Coi»cil» raselving to take the op* 
portonity afforded by CSannan'a abeenoe, to ndaoe 
and garrison the Cas^ea of Blair and FialaRg«-li» 
latter at the head of Look Tay— 4iaderdeMdtkiee 
battalions of Datch, who wove not engaged at 
Kittieeiankyi to rendesvooa at Perth, nadv Colo- 
nel Ramsay, while the Caraeronian regiaoen^ pa 
it was called, shonld advance to Dmdceld, by way 
of preparing the way £ar their march. TyaCmno- 
ronian regiment was a body fonned of .'the Weeir 
land man who flocked to protect the Coa^entei 
In spring; a body of lofty enthnsiBelB, eatertamiag 
a mat seal in behalf of the Rhvolvtioii, and be- 
hmding the HigblanderB wiA peeaMar raacomr, m^ 
merely mi account of their opposite politka wd 
religion, botalaoonaecomitof dieaeverkiea wfaadl 
the latter had piactiaed upon them, when employ^ 
td about tflin yean before as a military poKeo 
o^rer their tarbuknt dktrict None ci the ordaa* 
ary modea of recruiting had been enpl^ed in tke 
aaaocmtkm of thia aiagular regimenl. laey wete 
enKited on the h<dm near DoughttCaade in Clydea- 
ddb, at the aound of die <<(^pitdiwm eeeMaa* 
tiG{ ** tkrae miaiplan auceeanvely hiding foMb to 
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them regarding the propriety of their assuming 
arms, before they could be pei-suaded to do so. 
They ultimately marched to active service in' the 
North, rather with a view to extirpate Episcopacy 
md Erastianisro, and to revenge their own quar- 
rels against the Highlanders, than to serve: King 
William and the cause of civil liberty. " Th^ir op- 
pression, " says Mackay, "against all who tvere 
tH^t of their own sentiment, made them generally 
hated and feared in the northern counties." ; But 
h was soon to appear that their spirit, however 
compounded, was to make them perform one of 
the most unexceptionably brilliant military exploits 
which occurred throughout the whole of this war. 

It may easily be conceived by any one ' who 
c4>nsiderB the condition in which Perthshire then 
ipras, and who at the same time calls to mind the 
pecuKarities and bearings of the locaky that no 
situation could be more dangerous, for a body of 
eight hundred men, than the little open village of 
Dunkeld. Removed fifteen miles from any other 
post, and all that distance within the limit of an 
enemy's country, the regiment must have been con- 
vldered as in some measure devoted to destruction. 
•Oh fully revolving the matter, one is almost tempted 
to think that the government, finding the demands 
of the sect represented by the regiment likely to 
become troublesome, had taken this method to get 
quit of them and their claims at once. 

Whenever Cannan learned the situation of the 
regiment, he feH back from before Mackay's face, 
and passing obliquely along the Grampians, direct. 
ed his march towards Dunkeld. Two or three 
days before he arrived there (Sunday, August 1 8th), 
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some condderable detachments of the country peo* ■, 
pie appeegred on the romantic wooded heights which ■ 
surround the village, and sent a messenger to the 
commanding officer with a letter containing these 
words : '< We, the gentlemen assembled, being in* , 
formed that ye intend to bum the town, desire to 
know whether ye come for peace or war ; and do 
certify to you, that, if yon bum any one house, we - 
will destroy you. '' The Lieutenant-colonel, who 
was the highest officer present, returned for an*- 
swer : '< We are faithful subjects to King William 
and Queen Mary, and enemies to their enemies ; • 
and if you, who send these threats, shall make any 
hostile appearance, we will bum all that belongs • 
to you, and otherwise chastise you as you deserve." 
He took care, before dismissing the messenger, to 
proclaim at the market-cross of the town, and witb* 
in the man's hearing, the indemnity which was of* 
fered by their Majesties to all persons in arms. 

Colbnel Ramsay, at the first alarm of the ap- 
proach of the Highlanders to Dunkeld, sent three 
troops of dragoons to the assistaace of the Gamer 
ronians ; and .these arrived <m the morning after 
this interchange of messages. During the course 
of that day, the united forces marched out, and 
dispersed several parties of the enemy, after which 
they returned to the town. Next day, during which 
they made some other little excursions, a message 
arrived from Colonel Ramsay, ordering the dra* 
goons back to Perth ; it being the opinion of that 
officer, that they could be of little assistance, and • 
that, at the very worst, the Cameronians jiad only 
to retreat to Perth, in order to secure .their safety. 
I^ord Cardross, who commanded the three troops, , 
immediately led them off, notwithstanding all the re- 
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inonBtraiiceft of Lientenant-colonel Cleland, who 
in vain represented the extreme necessity of the 
case, and nrged, that an order evidently sent for 
no important reason might be disofoeyed npon so 
strong a plea of expediency. 

Thus left to themselves, in a wild unusual situa- 
tion, and surrounded on all hands by enemies thirst- 
ing for their blood, the Cameroniaos could not help 
grumbling; and some even advocated the propriety 
of their following the prudent example of the dra- 
goons. Colonel Cleland, however, was able, by 
his great eloquence and energy of character, in 
some measure to repress their discontents. He 
told them that, if they went away, he was resolv- 
ed to remain, even by himself, to maintain the 
honour of the regiment and of .'' the good cause ; " 
an appeal to their enthusiasm which it was impossi- 
ble to resist. 

Next morning, Wednesday, August 2l8t, they 
found, to their infinity consternation, the whole 
force of the Highland army, to the amount of four 
thousand men, under Colonel Cannan, hanging 
over them from the tops of the surrounding hills. 
Their situation was formeriy dangerous: it was 
now desperate. Retreat was absolutely impossi- 
ble ; and surrender was esteemed to be much the 
same as a felo-de-se. The only chance they had 
of life was to defend themselves within the en- 
closures of Dunkeld House, as long as they 
could, in the hope of being relieved. Having made 
this resolution, for which they were partly pre- 
pared before hand, by such barricades and de- 
fences as could be had, they stood firm in their 
post, and quietly awaited the attack of the High- 
landers. Before seven in the morning, Cannan 
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brought down his artiUerjr to the ho^ of a little 
hill close upon the town ; and a hundred well- 
inounted Cavaliers, all in plate*armour, (under the 
command of Sir Alexander MacLean), marched 
straight to enter the streets, accompanied by a 
lai^e body of clansmen on foot. Two troops of 
horse at the same time swept round the town, 
and posted themselves on the way betwixt the po* 
sition of the Cameronians, and the ford ov^ the 
river Tay, by which they could escape to Perth. 

The attack was managed with all the accustom- 
ed fary of the Highlanders. Stooping low, and 
covenng their heads with their targets, they rush- 
ed upon every little outpost in the neighbourhood, 
end soon compelled all to retreat to the enclosures 
immediately round the Cathedral and the House. 
The Cameronians made a most desperate resist* 
ance. From the tops of the walls which enclosed 
^em, they fired furiously and incessantly upon 
the clustering multitudes which came forward* 
The assailants, after trying the effect of shot at a 
little distance, took to their swords, and, coming 
up to the very bottoms of the walls, struck boldly 
at the men by whom they were manned. The 
Cameronians met these attacks with their pikes 
and halberts, weapons which gave them a great 
superiority in such a position. Many of the as- 
sailing party posted themselves in houses through- 
out the town, and on heights near by, from which 
they kept up an incessant fire at the defenders. 
The Cameronians, on the other hand, maintained 
a close and effective fire from Dunkeld House, the 
leaden roof of which tliey fused down into slugs 
during the engagement. When the fight had been 
continued about an hour, Colonel Cleland — a brave 



DUNKKLD AND CROMDALE. 125 

and'sensible officer, ahbongh more of a religious 
enthusiast than a soldier, — ^as killed by two bul- 
lets, one of which passed through his head, at the 
same moment that the other pierced his liver. He 
was employed in encouraging his soldiers and of- 
ficers, at the moment he received these wounds. 
He immediately turned, and endeavoured to get 
into the House, that his death might not be ob- 
served by the men, whom he was afraid it might 
dispirit ; but he fell oefore reaching the threshold. 

The fight still continued with unid>ated fury. 
Captun Munro, to whom the command fell after 
Cleland's death, sent out a number of pikemen, 
with burning faggots fixed on the ends of their 
weapons, to set fire to the houses in which the 
Highlanders had posted themselves. These men 
performed their duty with great dexterity and suc- 
cess. The whole town was soon in a blaze. To 
add to the horrors of the scene, the conflagrators 
had locked all the doors of which they found the 
keys on the outside; and the cries of several , 
Acores of helpless wretches, consigned to death by 
fire, mingled with the ordinary din of battle. The 
town then presented such a scene of strife, and 
flame, and smoke, and resounded with such hor- 
rible cries of defiance, triumph, agony, and fear, 
as no one there had ever before^ witnessed. 

'' What was very remarkable, " says a Came- 
ronian chronicler with the undoubting superstition 
of his time, *' though the houses were burnt all 
round, yet the smoke of them, and of the shot 
from both sides, was carried every where outward 
from the dyke upon the assailants, as if a wind 
liad blown every way as from a centre within ! " 
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At length, about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
when the skirmish had continued four hoars, the 
Highlanders, having failed in their supplies of 
ammunition, ^ judged it advisable to retire from 
the town. Quitting tha scene with the most a- 
cute sensations of disappointment, they ran off to- 
wards the hills, leaving, it is said, nearly three 
hundred of their body killed on the spot, while 
the enemy had lost only two officers, and fifteen 
private men. Their feelings were not a little im^ 
bittered, as they were retiring, when they saw the 
■Cameronians flourish their colours triumphantly 
within their fort, at l^e same time beating their 
clmms, and hurling after them phrases of contempt 
and defiance. Their officers, says a presbyterian 
gasette, attempted, after they regained the hills, 
to make them come back, and renew the assault ; 
but they answered that, however willing to fight 
against men, they begged to be excused from fight- 
ing any more with devik. ^ 

As soon as the Cameronians were feirly left to 
themselves, they proceeded with great activity to 
repair the breaches in their enclosures and barri- 
cades ; after which, in the devout spirit of their 
«ect, they joined in singing a psalm of thanksgiving 
for their victory. 

This action, in which there was displayed by 
both parties more of that better sort of courage, 
/passive resoltUion, than in almost any other through** 
<out the civil wars of the seyenteenth century, was 
attended with great advantage to the Revolution- 
ary party, because it served to show that the High- 
landers were not perfectly invincible. The nation 
Slow saw clearly that it must have been .a mere 
momentary feeling of irresolution which caused 
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fire thonsMid men to lose the battle of Killiecmiky 
against half tbeir number, and that a little sober 
and stedfast fortitude was ail that was necessary, 
in such a rencontre, to procure a contrary result. 
It was attended with consequences still mmre pal- 
pably advantageous. The Highlanders, now dis- 
gusted beyond measure with Colonel Cannan, ^ 
retired first to Blair Castle, and afterwards each 
to his own home. Many even judged it prefer* 
able to take the benefit of William's indemnity, ' 
than to hold out under such a commander ; in 
which number was the young Laird of Ballechan, 
«on of the gentleman who had displayed so much 
zeal in behalf of Dundee at the commencement of 
the war. There was now, moreover, no longer 
any obstacle to prevent Mackay from garrisoning 
the castles of Blair and Finlarig, both of which ob- 
jects he accomplished before the ead of the season ; 
and thus ended, with defeat, and even partial sub- 
mission, the Highland enterprise which Dundee 
had commenced with so much vigour and so much 
success. 

The winter of 1689-90, was distinguished in 
Scotland by an anomalous and almost incompre- 
hensible plot, concerted between the Jacobites and 
the sterner order of the Presbyterians, for the re- 
storation of King James by means of a jaiajority bi 
Parliament ; ^ and daring that period no military 
transactions of any consequence took place. Be- 
fore the spnng, however, the plot having been 
discovered, and, the two conspiring parties being 
«ach again thrown upon its own resources, pre- 
parations w^e made, by the Highlanders on one 
liaud, to commence a campaign under Sir Ewen 
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Cameron of Locheil) and by Mackay on the other, 
to plant his long-projected fort at Inverlochy. 

The Jacobite Highland chiefs, in the hope pf 
being favoured by the plot, had written repeated- 
ly to King James this winter ; informing him of 
the straits to which they were reduced for want 
of stores, and imploring him, as he wished to keep 
a party alive in Scotland at all, to send diem some 
small supply. James was at this period engross- 
ed in making preparations for meeting King Wil- 
iiam» who was about to sail over to Ireland with 
a large English army ; but he nevertheless, sent 
one vessel containing a considerable supply of am- 
munition and provisions, together with some ad- 
ditional Iri^h officers. Among others, he sent a 
Major-general Buchan, to act in chief commission 
with Colonel Cannan. 

But the opportunity of turning the tide of affairs 
in Scotland was now lost. Before spring was far 
advanced, some of the Highland chiefs had enter- 
ed into terms for a submission to the government. 
Many others were prevented from appearing on 
the field, by garrisons which Mackay had contriv- 
ed to plant on their grounds, or by Euglish war- 
vessels which bung upon their coasts. Even a- 
mong those who were able to come out with their 
men, there was now a spirit for private and local 
warfare, which was calculated to have the most 
fatal effect upon the general design. Sir Ewen 
Cameron, for instance, with some others, advocat- 
ed the propriety of making a descent upon Argyle 
the first movement of the campaign, merely from 
their wish to make reprisals upon the property of 
their feudal enemies. 

Eventually, about the middle of April, when 
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Biicfaan thought it necessary to begin the campeigiiy 
it was not found possible to bring more than eight 
hundred men upon the field. With this band, small 
as it was, the Major-general marched towards 
Badenoch, and from thence down the vale of the 
Spey, intending to reuse the vassals of the Gordon 
territory, and if possible beat up the garrisons in 
the neighbourhood of Inverness, which held so 
many of the most important clans at home. It 
was with the greatest reluctance that the High- 
landers went in this direction, or in any other 
than that which pointed to the hated* Argyle. 

On commg to Culnakill, the place where Mao- 
kay was so nearly surprised by Dundee, a council 
of war was held, where it was the unanimous o- 
pinion of the Highland chiefs that they should 
march, at least through the more retired parts of 
the country, in order to avoid an attack from Sir 
Thomas Livingstone, who was lying with a con- 
siderable body of horse and other troops at Inver- 
ness. Unfortunately, although this advice was 
perfectly justified by the real circumstances of the 
case, it was not attended to by Buchan, who, as a 
merely regular soldier, knew and could know no- 
thing of the desultory tactics of Highland warfieire. 
Being bent upon attempting the Gordons, he march- 
ed next day still farther down the Spey, and en- 
camped or cantoned his troops at Cromdale. On 
'^ the hanghs " adjacent to that village, since cele- 
brated by the Doric muse of Scotland, the very 
fete apprehended by the Highlanders overtook 
him. ^ 

Sir Thomas Livingstone had been for som^ 
time watching Buchans motions, the whole of 
which were regularly reported to him, from the Low 
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countries, by the indefatigable Mackay, When- 
ever he learned that he had descended the Spey 
Ro far as to be nearer the low grounds of Moray 
than Inverness, he left that town to endeavoar to 
check his progriess ; taking with him his own horse' 
regiment, three hundred in number, four hundred 
of the Earl of Leven*s foot regiment, a small com-^ 
pany of Lord. Reay's Highlanders, six companies 
of the Laird of Grant's militia, about three hun- 
dred in number, and two regiments of horse ; the 
whole of which amounted to about twelve hundred, 
being half as many agaii^ as Buchan had with 
him. ^ On the last day of April, when upon the 
march from Inverness towards Strathspey, he re- 
ceived intelligence from one of the Laird of Grant's 
friends, who was in possession of Balloch Castle 
near Cromdale, that the enemy had just come iii^ 
to the flat country in that neighbourhood, which 
they were spoiling at will, without appearing to 
be in the least apprehensive of an attack. H6 
immediately redoubled his speed, and, marchmg 
a considerable time after nightfall, arrived at length 
at the Castle where his intelligencer resided, which 
was so near the position of the enemy that their 
camp-lights were visible from it. He had not de- 
signed or expected to come so near Buchan*s camp, 
from which, indeed, his men were chiefly dispose 
ed to keep at a respectful distance. But when h^ 
found that he had advanced so close upon it, and 
was told that they could entertain no expectation 
of his presence in the country, he resolved to ven- 
ture forward without delay. 

His friend, the proprietor of Balloch Castle, ac- 
ted with much prudence on this occasion, by 
sljutting his gates, so as to prevent any of the 
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GOimtrjr gentlemad who had taken refoge with him,, 
from commanicatiDg information of Livingstone's 
approach to the Highlanders. It afterwards ap- 
peared that.Bacfaans outposts and scontS' acted 
with as great a degree of carelessness. Sir Thomas 
approached by a covered way along the river 
side> having first allowed his men only half an. 
hour to rest. On coming near a ford, where 
Bacban had posted two hundred men, he sent off. 
a small detachment from his main body to amuse 
them, and, taking the opportunity thus afforded, 
crossed the river a quarter of a mile below, with- 
out dispute, and almost without exciting alarm. 
As he moved forward from the hank of the Spey, 
h^. observed the Highlanders at length begin to 
bestir themselves, and even to move off in little 
parties towards the hills. Immediately galloping 
up with his horse^ and with a band of Highlanders 
who are said to have run with ev%n superior speed, 
he attempted to get betwixt them and the hill, so 
as to intercept their flight. A most singular fight 
then took pliace. The. Highlanders, roused sud- 
4enly from their beds, and without any clothes, 
were observed, through the misty dawn, running 
in all directions throughout the street of the village, 
and the level grounds in the neighbourhood ; some 
perfectly panic- stru(;k, and disposed to gpt off on 
any terms, but the greater part fighting stoutly with 
sword and target as they retired. Livingstone's 
troops, horse and foot, mingled fiercely with them, 
and did great execution ; for th.ere was now a strong 
animosity between the adherents of the old, and 
the champions of the new government. In one 
little hamlet, a party of Macdonalds defen ded 
Uiem^elves with uncommon brav^y, though not a 
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man among them had the least particle of clothing 
on his body, except the target which at once pro- 
tected his shame and his life. The Tery com- 
manders themselres, the redoubted Buchan and 
Cannan, were almost as much taken by surprise ; 
and the one had only his shirt and nightcap, while 
the other was without sword, hat, and coat. ^ 
At length, after fighting their way across the 
plains, the mountaineers reached the bottoms of- 
the hills, which they forthwith began to ascend 
with wonderful nimbleness. A dense mist hap- 
pened at the time to hang a good way down the 
steeps ; and into its dim bosom the naked High- 
landers escaped from the chase of the pursuing 
horse, like men received up into the donds. A 
considerable number were slain on both sides. 

The Highlanders, after this strange escapade, 
never ckew ii^ any considerable body, but kept 
up small skirmishing parties throughout the coun- 
try, one of which, under Buchan, contrived, on one 
occasion, to frighten the Master of Forbes to such ' 
a degree, by merely appearing befiHPe him, ^at that 
^ young youth," as Mackay somewhat ttfrms him^ 
gidloped, with all his troops, between twenty and 
^irty miles without stopping, and never considered 
himself safe till he was snug within the walls of 
Aberdeen. Cannan, too, with two hundred horse, 
composed of the flower of the young Cavalier gen- 
try, beat up the quarters of a laige party of regular 
dragoons in Menteith, and drove them down to the 
very parks of Stiriing. But no effort of the least 
mark or likelihood was made after this; and it was 
now evident that the war was expiring. To com- 
plete the depression of the Jacobite party. King 
James lost Ireland on the 1st of July, by his cele- 
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brated defeat at the Boyne ; and Mackay, about 
the middle of the same month, planted an over- 
whelming garrison at Inverlochy. The friends of 
the exiled monarch then fairly gave up heart. 
Overhung by ships on their coasts, by garrisons in 
the bowels of their country, and large detachments 
of regular troops at all its extremities, they were 
forced to remain perfectly still, at the immediate 
hazard of life itself, or of drawing down a ven- 
geance almost as much to be deprecated upon the 
beads of those defenceless persons in whom they 
were interested. Utterly despairing of any re« 
demption of their affiurs by external succour, they 
at length, early in 1691, sent the Earl of Dunferm- 
line to King James, with a request that he would 
permit them, by a temporary and visible acknow* 
lodgment of the new government, to preserve 
themselves in the mea& time, and retein that 
strength which might afterwards be employed hi' 
hie service at a more befitting epportaaity. Tiie> 
diatreaaed m^march qutekly gave iheaa the lieeme 
they wanted ; aad^ aceordafly, cemwinsifmws be- 
ing appointed by King WUluim ti» receive ^eir 
submiasioii, tl»ey held a weetbg with them at 
Aehalader in Glenecchy ; where* in consideratioD of 
certain indennifyiii^ sonia bebg disbufsed tO' iheii^' 
an a compensation for thek resigBatiOTi of the Ar- 
gyle and other eetaAeSi they agi«ed to live as peace>-- 
able subjects: to the soverdgn defactOy receiving 
from him in return the usaal protection of the state, 
and continuing to enjoy all their valued patrimonial 
privileges. Before the md of January 1692, all 
the heads of clans had latified theic subnissioB in 
teroM of this traaly. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

ADVENTURES OF DUNDEE'S OFFICERS IN 

FRANCE. 

The Wbigs may 8co£^ the Whigs may jeer ; 
But ah, that love maun be sincere. 
Which follows kim, wh|ite*er betide^ 
And lor his sake leaves a* beside. 

Jacobite 8ong» 

Nothing remains to be noted regarding Dundee s 
insurrectionarjr war, except the extraordinary con- 
duct and adventares of his^ officers in France. 
Abdnt a hundred and fifty of these gentlemen, al- 
most all the younger sons of the Scottish cavdjer 
gentry, determined, when the clans were capitulat- 
ii^, to follow the broken fortunes of him whom 
they considered their only true lord, into his retire- 
ment in France, and there to await with patience 
the first fayonrable opporttmity that might occur of 
attempting his restoration. Amidst the revolting 
displays of political insincerity and actual disho* 
nour, which degrade the history of the Revolution 
in Scotland, it is delightful to record the generous 
abandonment of aU selfish considerations, and the 
utter devotedness to a lofty and beautiful moral 
principle, which governed the actions of this noble 
band of gentlemen. Bom, as all these men had 
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been, to the expectation of an easy fortune and do- 
mestic happiness in their own country ; educated 
perhaps rather to the arocations of peace than of 
war ; bound, as many of them must have been, by 
the most endearing ties to their native soil ; it could 
not well be from fickleness or levity of disposition 
thitt they made this' resolution. It must have been 
purely from that strangely abstract sentiment of 
p'^triotism, which, of old, animated the bosoms of 
the inhabitants of Athens and Sparta, but which 
has since been so rarely seen upon earth, as to give 
rise to a doubt whether such a feeling ever existed. 
On their first landing in France, the Scottish 
officers were quartered at Lisle, Burburgh, Arras, 
and other towns in the French Flanders, where 
they were allowed pensions from Louis the Four- 
teenth, proportioned to the various ranks they had 
borne in Scotland. This, however, did not con- 
tinue long. Louis becoming unfortunate in his 
war against William and the Combined Protestant 
interest, these generous men, in September 1692, 
resolved no longer to be a burden upon his re- 
sources. Knowing at the same time that James, 
who was himself a- pensionary of Louis, could not 
support them, they determined to enter the French 
service as a volunteer company of private sentinels, 
and thus procure for themselves the means of sub- 
sistence till better prospects should rise before 
their distressed master. They preferred a humble 
petition to King James, requesting his permission 
to carry this project into effect, and assuring him 
at the same time of the good will with which they 
would fly to bis side whenever he required their 
services. But James implored them to abandon 
their resolution. He was sensible, he said, in the 
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faighesl degree^ of the generosity of their motireB^ 
bttt he also knew their impracticability. He him- 
eelfy when in exile before the Restoration, had 
commanded a company pf officers^ snch as they 
proposed to form ; but several died, olliers drew 
tbeir discharges in disgust, and at last it dwindled 
into nothing ; so that he got no honour ' by the 
command. It was absolutely impossible, he said, 
that men nurtured in ease and plenty should bear 
the physical hardships of the private soldier s duty, 
or that their spirits, accustomed to command, and 
to the tastes and habits of higher situations, should 
ever brook ite moral degradation and restraint. 
But all his entreaties had no effect upon the firm 
purpose of these high-minded young men. They 
insisted again and again upon the propriety of their 
doing as they designed ; and at last they fairly 
overcame him by thek entreaties, in so far that be 
coudes^nded to name three or four individuals 
who should act as officers to their little corps. 

When the time came for their entering into ao* 
tive service, they repaired to St Germain's, in or* 
der to pass in review before him. Borrowing the 
accoutrements of a French regiment, they drew 
themselves up one mommg in &e garden attached 
to the palace. James, who had appointed that 
day for a chase, was not aware of their intentioa, 
, although he had conversed with them, among other 
persons, at his levee for some days before. Ac- 
cordingly, as he passed through the garden to 
mount his horse, he did not recognise, in the or- 
dinary figures before him, the well-bred and well-" 
. dressed gentlemen, with whom he had talked on the 
previous day in his presence-chamber. He asked 
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who they wvre ; and was sarprised to leara that 
this was the devoted band of loyalists, who had 
abandoned and endured so much for his sake. 
Stmck by the contrast between the levity of his 
own present purpose, and the misery of their si** 
tmtion, he countermanded his amusement, and re- 
turned pensive to the palace. ^ 

Afterwards, on a day expressly appointed, he 
held a regular review of about seventy of the corps, 
who were going in company to the seat of war in 
the south of France. When the exerdses were over, 
he addressed them in the following speech, which 
few will read without being sensibly affected. 

** Gbntlemek, 

^* My own misfortunes are not so nigh my 
heart as yours. It grieves me, beyond what I can ex- 
press, to see so many brave and- worthy gentlemen, 
who had once the prospect of being the chief ofli- 
oers in my army, reduced to the Station of private 
sentinels. Nothing but your lo3ralty, and that of 
a few of my subjects in Britain, who are forced 
from their allegiance by the Prince of Orange, and 
who, I know, will be ready on all occasions to 
serve me and my distressed family, could make 
me willing to live. The sense of what all of you 
have done and undergone for your loyalty, hath 
made so deep an impression on my heart, that if 
ever it please God to restore me, it is impossible 
I can be forgetful of your services and sufferings; 
Neither can there be any posts in the armies of my 
dominions, but what you have just pretensions to. 
As for my son, yoiw prince, he is of your own 
blood, a child capable of any impressions ; and as 

l2 
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\fia e^Hoaideii will be from yoo, it is impowibfe hm 
can forget yotir Boerits. 

<^ At your own desires, you are now going m 
long march, far distant from me. I liave takes 
care to provide yon with money, shoes, stod^ingOy 
and other necessaries. Fear God, and love one 
another. Write your wants paiticiilarly to nie^ 
and depend upon*t always to find me your parmt 
^nd king. " 

He then entered their ranks, imd, passbg akii^ 
inquired t^ name of every individual, which be 
wrote down in his pocket-book, rendering him at 
the same time particular thanks for his service. 
When he had addressed a kind word to each^ ho 
removed to the front, wheroi taking off his hat, he 
made them a gracious bow, and fervently prayed 
God to bless and prosper them. After he had 
gone away, still thinking honour enough was n«t 
done them, he returned, bowed again, but Imnt 
into tears. The unfortunate gentlemen, afieded 
to the last degree by this testimony of feeling in 
one whom they revered so much, knelt with one 
consent on the ground, and bung their heads in 
solemn silence. They then rose, and passed him 
with the usual honours of war. ^ 

Their first mareb was one of great length and 
difficulty, extending no lees thaa nine hundred 
miles. They bore it, however, with a cheerfoU 
ness of deportment, which noting but their high 
principles could have enabled them to maintain. 
Their unhappy story every where went befoi*e 
them, accompanied by the most favourable report 
of the suavity of their tempers ; and, as these were 
qualifications which appealed with great force to 
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Bad protectors. At each of the towns and villages 
wfa(»re they baited, there was always some high 
nvnicipai dignitary who interested lumself in their 
weUiEure, paid them some pidilic mark of respect, 
or exerted himself in selecting lodgings for them 
among the better orders of the people. Every 
morning, too, as tbey drew up before marching, 
.there was always a crowd of young ladies assem- 
bled, upon whose hearts their history and their 
.nMTtt had produced a favourable impression. They 
seldom left any place, without being followed by 
the blessings and the tears of the inhabitants. 

On arriving at Perpignan, in the south of France, 
they drew up in a rank before the house occitpied 
by Lieutenant-gMieral Shaseron; and there, as 
their historian informs us, the whole of the ladies 
in the town assembled to see them. Pity for fa^ 
len rai^ is a passion which assails the muuls of 
women and of weak-minded men wil^ greatest 
force. Few, therefore, of these gentlewomim could 
bdield them without tears. Their commiseraticm 
even went so far^ as to induce them to make u{i 
a purse of two hundred pistoles, which they sent 
to the unfortunate gentlemen as a mark of their 
esteem. Unfortunately, this donation, as well as 
"^ mai^ osiers, was intercepted by their ofiioers» who, 
•traoge to aayi appear from aU accowits to have 
been just as remarkable for baseness oi conduct as 
the private men were for all that was the reverse. 
From Perpignan tbey proceeded to Canet, on 
the Meditefcanean, where they joined another and 
smidler company, which had arrived before them, 
and with which they were now incorporated. They 
.here received the clothes and arras psoper to their 
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degraded character, and began to learn the exer^ 
ctses. Having now spent all their loose moneys 
and finding the French pay of threepence a-day, 
with one pound and a half of bread, too little to 
support them, they were obliged to open a sort of 
market at Canet, for the sale of their clothes and 
trinkets,^ for which they supposed they would have 
little use for a considerable time ; and such was 
the general avidity of the people to possess relics 
and memorials of these extraordinary men, that 
their b^ouierie . generally brought good prices. 
They lived very comfortably upon the proceeds^ 
during the winter of 1692--3, enjoying the respect 
not only of the inhabitants of the town, but also 
of the officers of the French army, who, indeed; 
are said to have paid them greater attentions in 
this their humble condition, than they could have 
been expected to pay them in their original rank. 
Before the spring of 1693 was far advanced, they 
were joined by another corps under Major Ruther-> 
ford, and by a yeteran company of Cavalier deser- 
ters from Dnnbarton's regiment, under Captain 
Foster. 

The whole three companies having received aa 
order to march to camp on the 1st of May, the 
Marahal de Noailles, commander of the French 
army, ordered them to appear in review before 
him at Perpignan; when, says their historiaii, 
^' it was both melancholy and wanton to see so 
many worthy gentlemen going away with their 
half*pikes exchanged for firelodss, and their gor- 
geis and sashes for cartouch-boxes and haversacks.''. 
Marshal de Noailles was so much pleased, or so 
much touched with their appearance on parade, 
that he desired them to march a second time past 
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bim ; And he preseated them, at the oonditsioD, 
with a male that cost him fifty pistoles, to cariy 
their tents. 

la the march which enstiad — a march across 
the Pyrenees-^they found great use in the Mar- 
shal's well-timed present ; but they, nevertheless, 
aui^red greatly from the necessity of carrying their 
tent-poles, pini^ kettles, and oU)er stores and uten- 
«U8. Having joined the army, which was lying 
before the city of Roses, they entered upon their 
4aty with a degree of spirit which exdted univer- 
0al admiration. There bdng no pioneers in the 
army, they employed themselves actively in that 
capacity, hewing down wood» bringing it to the 
trenches, then setting it up in the sliape of fas- 
cines, and also in raising batteries. In all partisan, 
volunteer, and foraging parties, especially where 
there was a notable chance of meeting the enemy, 
they mounted double their required number ; and 
as for auch duties as those of advanced guards or 
piquets, they regarded them as only a species of 
amusement or relaxation. In the valley of Lam- 
parda, where Roses is situated, the water is so 
muddy and scarce, and the climate so unfavour- 
able to all but the natives, that when the King of 
Spain heard that Marshid Noailles had invested 
the place, he publicly remarked, that he required 
no army to fight him. In addition to such hor- 
rors, the Scottish officers had scarcely any thing 
to eat, except horse-beans and garlick. Accord- 
ingly, many of them became afflicted with fevers 
an<l flukes. Yet,, however sick or however ener- 
vated, no persuasions <m the part of their supe- 
riors could ever prevail upon these hardy eons of 
Caledonia to retire to the hospital. Every per- 
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sonftl consideration, eyeiy natural emotion, was, in 
them, overpowered by the desire of distinction and 
the feeling of duty. 

' One day, as they were mounted in the trenches 
along with some detachments of expatriated Irish, 
a large Spanish party sallied out of the town into 
a field of barley very near their position. An equal 
number of officers immediately attacked them, and 
beat them back to the drawbridge. The Spaniards 
sallied forth again, but were once more repulsed. 
Again they tried their fate, and again the brave 
officers drove them into their town. A French 
Major-General, who was present, could not help 
asking one of their Colonels, (Scott), who was 
that day in command of the trenches, why one 
particular body of the men he saw beneath him 
should exert themselves with such persevering va- 
lour, while the rest stood aside, and never seemed 
inclined to take the least share in the honour of 
the day. " Why," answered the proud Scot, 
<< these are the company of Scottish officers ; the 
others are Irish. " " Oh, " said the Major-Gene- 
ral with a smile, ** I ask your pardon ; I have often 
heard that Scotland and Ireland were two distinct 
kingdoms, but never knew the difference till now.'* * 
It would almost appear that a degree of insanity 
mingled with the valour of these officers. A grand 
attack having been projected by the French com- 
mander, the Scottish companies, along with some 
parcels of Irish, volunteered to mount the tren- 
ches. Major Rutherford, with his company of 
grenadiers, was the first to pass along towards the 
point where they were to take up their position. 
He, to show his daring, did not go on that side of 
the trench which was protected from the scope ef 
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the enemy's batteriee, bat on the exposed side ; 
ajid all his men followed him. Colonel Brown, 
who followed with another battalion, was not will- 
ing to hazard his life unnecessarily'; but he was ob- 
liged, in honour, not to do less than what had been 
done by his companion in arms ; and he accord- 
ingly went on the exposed side also. It was only 
at the express command of the Marshal, commu- 
nicated to them by an aide-du-camp, that they al- 
tered their course ; in which, had they remained 
but six minutes longer, they would have been all 
cut to pieces, by a fire which the enemy then open- 
ed up. 

Rutherford's grenadier company, on this occa- 
sion, took up a position under a trench close to 
the town, on which they immediately opened up 
so smart a fire, that the besieged looked for no- 
thing but an attack on one of the breaches. This 
frightened them to such a degree, that they beat 
a chamade, and professed a disposition to enter 
into terms of surrender. The Marshal made his 
demands ; but they were so exorbitant, that the 
Spaniards resolved to hold out a little longer. 
Rutherfords company renewed their firing, and 
that with such effect, that the besieged, at last 
quite terrified about their breach, gave up the town. 
The governor afterwards asked Marshal de Noailles 
from what country he had procured the grenadiers 
whose hot firing had caused him to surrender. 
** Ah,'' said the Frenchman, smiling, " ce sont mes 
enfans — they are my children : they are the King of 
Great Britain's Scottish officers, who, to show their 
willingness to share his miHeries, have reduced 
themselves to the carrying of arms, and chosen to 
serve under my command. " Next day, his fix- 
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cellency, in riding through the camp, halted be* ' 
fore the piquet of the Scottish companiesy and, 
taking off his hat> thanked them publicly for their 
good services in the trenches, which he freely ac- 
knowledged to have hee^ the cause of his gaining 
the town. He at the same time took care to re« 
present their conduct in the warmest light to the 
King, who was so much affected by the nan-ative, 
that he immediately took coach from Versailles to 
St Germain's, and thanked King James for the ser- 
vices of his subjects. 

It is painful, in recording the noble coi^dnct of 
these men, to discover that their miseries w'oukl 
have been less than they were, but for the pecula- 
tion and treachery of those whom they had chosen 
to command them. King James, who looked up- 
on their services as almost entitling him to consi- 
der himself as still an effective ally to the King of 
France,' allowed. them fivepence each per diem 
from his own limited resources ; which was paid 
monthly. This little pittance was always dread- 
fully reduced by the contra accounts of the cap* 
tains for accoutrements, which are justly supposed 
to have been chiefly fictitious, since ^ the King of 
France then allowed his soldiers what was called 
hatf-mounting. The Marshal de Noatlles, mere- 
over, had marked his sense of their late useful ser- 
vice, by a present of one pistole, two shirts, a 
night-cap, two cravats, and a pair of shoes to each 
man. But their captains in no case gave more 
than one of these articles to an individual soldier ; 
while to some they gave none at all. Some even 
baser instances of their treachery will speedily be 
noted. 

What renders the bravery of the company at the 
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siege ol Eoaes more remarkable, is the fact, that, 
they were then almost all reduced to extreme weak- 
ness by the diseases which hare just been mention- 
ed, or by the agoe* Even after the siege was hap- 
pily t^minatedy and when their pVesence at the 
camp did not involye sach a point of hpnoar as be- 
fmre, nothing could prendl upon them to retire to 
the hospitals in the neighbouring Tillages. <* They 
had not come, *' they said, ** to lie by like old rot^ 
ten walls, when the King of France, who was so 
kmd to thw master, had business for them in the 
field« No, they would stay in camp, while one 
man of them was left alive. " » It should be men- 
tieaed, that they lost ten of their number in the 
tuendies, on the day when Roses was taken, and 
that about twenty others fell victims to the local 
diseases. 

. About the mkldle of June 1693, the army 
maiched to Piscador, where, out of 26,000 who 
left Roses, not above 10,000 arrived, in conscH 
^nenee of the excessive heat of the season, and 
the wwit of water. Daring this maitsh, there oo- 
curred another instance of the kindly zeal and in- 
de&tigahle spirit of the Scottish officers. An at- 
tack beiag apprehended on the rear, all the piquets 
were orderod to be drawn out, and to march; but, 
as the greater part of the army had not come up 
to the ground, the corporals could not make out 
all the companies. In this dilemmla, the whole of 
the Scottish company that were in the camp mount- 
ed for their comrades, and marched to the parade 
of the piquetSp where, they ranked themselves up 
in good order, and held themselves ready for what- 
ever duty might oocur. The superior officers, on 
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semng tliem, could not bolp remaricing to each o^ 
ther, '< Le gentilhomme est toajonre gentilhonnne, 
et 86 moBtre toujoors tel dans le besoin, et daas le 
danger ; The gentleman is always a gentleman, and 
so will erer show himself in the time of need and 
danger* ** 

Towards the end of 1693, in oonsequence of an 
application to King Jamcjfit, &ey were permitted to 
re0M>Te from the unhealthy station where they had 
endored so much distress^ and to march to garri- 
son at Silistad in Alsace. It was the dep^ of 
wint^ when they performed this long and toikome 
much ; hwdship and disease had ledueed them so 
low as to look rather like ghoste than men ; thdr 
clothes were old and torn ; and, to complete tfaor 
misery, the oonntry. through which they passed^ 
was suffering under a grievous famine. Yet, al- 
tbm^ many of them must have frequently reflect- 
ed> in those dark hours of toil and pain, upon the 
comforts, and the prospects, and the endearaienls 
which they had left behind amidst the hills of 
Scotland, no one ever gave utterance to a word of 
serious repiaement, or to the least reflection upon 
the conduct of him for whom they had sacrificed 
tbemselves. On the contrary, they nevw Hdked 
with regret, except about the misfortunes of theit 
master, the magnitude of which, they thought, was 
such as to throw their own entirely into shade. 

At Silistad, where the famine prevailed in all 
its horrors, they were obliged to dispose of the 
last articles of value they had, in order to procure 
the bare necessaries of life. Formerly, they had 
Hold their scariet and gold-laced clothes, their 
watches, and other less indispensable bijouterie. 
They were now reduced to give away their bucklee, 
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ibeir perivrigs, their rafBes, cravats, and stockings. 
In the beginning of their campaign, they had laid 
aside articles of vahte, which they were determin- 
ed never to sell, on account of their associaticm 
with certain beloved individuals at home. One 
would say, ** Here is the seal of my family ; I 
got it from my gruidfather; therefore, I will never , 
part with it. ** Another would say, <* I got this 
ring from niy mistress before parting with her ; 
nothing but death shall wrest it from me." At' the 
irresistible call of hanger, every thing now left 
them. After all, the food they were thus enabled 
to purchase^ was only of the ooarsest sort, as horse- 
beans, turnips, colewort, and yellow seed boile<t in 
water ; bread being so dear that the whole of their 
daily pay could. have only purchased half a pound. 
They spent the whole summer of 1694 at Stlis- 
tad, unable from disease to make up a battaKen, 
BO as to enter into active service. Yet one oppor- 
tunity occurred during this period of inactivity, of 
showing that their wonted spirit had not left them. 
Prince Lewis of Baden had crossed the Rhine 
with an ai*my of eighty thousand men, and staid 
three weeks in Alsace, which he designed to lay. 
under contribution. The governor of Silistad ap- 
prehended that his Serene Highness would imme- 
diately lay siege to his fortress ; in which case, he 
often declared publicly that he would depend more 
upon the service of the three Scots companies than 
on all the rest of his garrison. On the advaace, 
however, of Marshal de BoufHerd, with an army 
of 15,000 horse and dragoons, Prince Lewis was 
thrown into such a consternation that he retire<i 
over the Rhine, leaving all his baggage behind him, 
and drowning three thousand of his men in the 
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riTer. A linndred of bis hnssars, who had beea 
out on a phindering party through the conntry, 
were left isolated ^n the territory now fally pos* 
sessed by the French, and were in the ntmost per- 
plexity as- to their future course. ItesoMng at 
last to break through at all hazards, they began to 
march towards Basil in Switzerland, where they 
thought they should be able to cross the Rhine. 
When the governor of Silistad learned their course, 
he selected the Scottish company of officers, as a 
forlorn hope or corps of honour, to intercept them 
at a pass through which he knew they must en- 
deavour to make their way. They w^it on this 
desperate duty with the utmost alacrity, resolved 
to justify by their conduct the great compliment 
which their commander had paid them. Unfbif- 
tunately, however, their merit was not here put to 
the proof. The hussars, being informed before- 
hand by a Jew of the nature of the guard appoint- 
ed at that pass, returned in despair to Strasburg, 
where they surrendered at discretion. In giving 
themselves up, they declared, as a sort of protest 
i^inst the imputation of pusillanimity, that, but 
for the guard being composed of these terrible 
Scotch officers, they would have broken through, 
had all the garrisons in Alsace been there to op- 
pose them. 

Five of their number died at Silistad, which be- 
ing reported to King James by some unconcerned 
person, he was graciously pleased to send a letter 
to their commander, ordering him to give dischai^es 
to all who wished to retire from the service, and 
to send these persons to his court at St Germuns. 
Only fourteen gentlemen took advantage of this 
command. They were most graciously received 
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byibeir ill-Btarred monarch, and had it put to theur 
choice either to remain at St Germains upon pen- 
sions, or to be transported safely home to their 
own country. While they were deliberating which 
course to choose, they received a gratification of the 
highest order from the following little adventure, 
which befell four of their number. As these four 
were loitering one day near the gate of the palace, 
the son of King James, then a boy of six years of 
age, came out to enter his carriage, which was 
about to drive him to Marli for his amusement. 
The child recognised them as he was entering the 
carriage, and immediately, with that extreme sua- 
vity of disposition for which he was all his life re- 
markable, beckoned to them to approach. They 
hurried to the steps of the carriage, and flinging 
themselves on their knees, kissed his hand with aU 
the enthusiasm proper to their party. The young 
prince, by an effort of understanding beyond his 
years, complimented them on their services in be- 
half of his father. He was sorry, he said, for their 
misfortunes ; but he hoped the time would come 
when his father should be able to compensate 
them, and that in such a style as should leave them 
no cause of complaint. For his own part, he was 
but a child, and did not yet understand much of 
such matters ; but he knew enough to make him 
appreciate their seal in behalf of his father and 
mother, and to make him resolve never to foi^et 
it. He then gave them his purse, which contain- 
ed ten pistoles* and three half-crowns, requesting 
them to make themselves merry with it, and to 
drink the King s and Queen's health. It is need- 
less to describe the tumult of joyful feeling which 
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this incident gave rise to in their bosoms, or the 
uproarious scene of true cavalier jollity in which they 
immediately after dissipated the prince's present. 

This portion of the company remained for some 
time afterwards at St Germain's^ on a pension . of 
tenpence each per diem ; a miserable pittance, but 
which was, perhaps, exactly enough proportioned 
to the resources of the unfortunate monarch who 
disbursed it. They had here the satisfiaction of 
bringing one of their treacherous captains to the 
disgrace which he so richly deserved. 

The rest of the company, t<^ther with two in- 
ferior corps of Scottish refugees, who had accom- 
panied them all along, remained jn garrison at Si- 
listad till February 1695, when they marched to 
Old Brisac. From Old Brisac they were after*" 
wards sent to Fort Cadette on the Rhine, where 
they lay sixteen months. At Strasbui^, to which 
they subsequently removed, they performed, in De- 
cember 1697, one of the most brilliant of all their 
exploits. General Stirk having advanced with 
16,000 men to the banks of the Rhine, which he 
designed to cross, the Marquis de Selle drew out 
all the garrisons in Alsace to oppose him, and 
among the rest the Scottish companies. There 
happened to be an island in the middle of the ri- 
ver betwixt the two armies, whero ft battery, plants 
ed by the Imperial general, would have been of the 
most fatal effect to the French camp, besides af* 
fording a pier for a bridge by Vfhich the Germans 
might cross into Alsace. This was seen by Ge* 
neral Stirk, who accordingly lost no time in throw- 
ing over a bridge to the island, and establishiiog 
thereon a bond of five hundred men to throw up 
iutrenchments. He French General ww almost 
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in despair al teebg the proceedings of Mb euenay^ 
and, to complete Us dbtress, he found it inipossi- 
ble, by the want of boats, to make any attempt at 
interrapting them. 

From this dilemma the infallible *' gentUhom' 
mes Ecassais " came forward to relieve him. It 
had stmck the minds of these daring men, that, 
by wading through the riyer, and making a night 
attadc on the island, they might, without any as- 
sistance, be able to expel the garrison of Germans, 
and restore it to the French. Their scheme was bold 
in the extreme, insomuch that, when they announc- 
ed it to the Marquis, and asked permission to 
carry It into effect, he could only shrug up his 
slioulders, pray God to bless them, and toll them 
to do as they pleased. 

That very night they proceeded to put their 
plan in execution. Having got quietly under arms, 
and tied their shoes, stockings, and accoutrements, 
around their necks, they advanced stealthily to 
the banks of the river. Here one of the customs 
of their native land was found of some avail. They 
first arranged themselves in a line, according to an 
approved Highland fashion ; then, holding each 
other firmly by the hand, they waded slowly and 
with collectod minds into the depths of the river, 
the force of which had thus very little effect upon 
Uiem. Having passed the deepest part, they stop* 
ped a moment to unsling their cartouch-^boxes, 
and prepare their firelocks ; after which they 
marched towards the island, with their arms ar- 
ranged in such a manner as to be ready to pour 
their fire upon the Germans, so soon as they 
should approach them. Their boldness had alt 
its proper effect in rarprisdug the enemy, none of 
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whom had the least expectation of an assaoit. One 
well-directed volley into the midst of their iritreneh- 
roents, and the unfortunate Germans were involv- 
ed in a complete rout. As they iied, the otiB- 
cers pursued them ; and thus a good number were 
slain. The survivors broke down their biidge as 
they passed, leaving the Scottish company in com* 
plete possession of the island. When the French 
Genenil soon after learned what had taken place, 
he made the sign of the cross on his face and 
breast, and was lost in admiration. He afterwards 
went in person to the island, and, embracing each 
individual officer, thanked him in the warmest 
tern^s for his services. He declared that he ne- 
ver knew a braver action done in the field, since 
ever he had entered his profession. The island was 
afterwards called UIsU dEcosse^ in commemora- 
tion of their good conduct. 

. After this period, the three Scots companies 
were engaged in very little active Service, till the 
peace of Ryswick in 1697. If we are to believe 
theu: historian, King William refused to commence 
the proceedings preparatory to that treaty, till the 
company of officers which had performed so many 
brave exploits against his allies, should be broken. 
}t was accordingly dissolved at Silistad. At that 
time, what with war, disease, and perhaps anguish 
of mind, very few survived. Not above four, out 
of a hundred and fifty, ever returned to their na- 
tive country. 

The people of England are justly proud of the 
many noble patriots who protected their liberties 
through the tempests of the Revolution ; and the 
inhabitants of Scotland are laudably inspired with 
feelings of the utmost admiration and reverence 



OFFICERS IN FRANCE. 15S 

for the pious men who contributed to bring eANKit 
that glorious event in their own country. Yet it 
may be safely disputed, if either nation can hold 
up any set of men who acted through the whole 
transactions a part of more self-denial, generosity, 
and pure principle, than what was displayed by 
the friends and olficers of the Viscount of Dundee. 
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SaimTiinuim Noble Patricians, patrons of my righe. 
Defend Uie jtistice of my cause with arms ; 
And countrymen, my loving followers, 
Plead my successive title with your swords : 
I am bis first-born son, that was the last 
That wore the imperial diadem of Rome; 
Then let my fatiier's honours live in me. 
Nor wrong mine age with this indignity. 

Bastianus, Romans, friends, followers, favourers of 
my right, 
If ever Bassianus, Cfefiar*s son. 
Were gracious in the eyes of royal Rome, 
Keep then this passage to the Capitol ; 
And suffer not dishonour to approach 
Th* imperial seat, to virtue consecrate, 
To justice, continence, and nobility : 
But let desert in pure election shine; 
Andf Romany fight for freedom in your choice. 

Titus Andronicut, 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Speak, citizens, for England ; who*s your King ? 

King John, 

It is related, that, on the 6th of December 1688, 
when the Queen of James the Second was in the 
act of flyiitg from the kingdom, she was obliged 
to wait for an hour under the walls of Lambeth 
Church, till' a hackney coach could be procured 
from the city, to convey her to the boat upon the 
Thames. She stood, with the Prince of Wales in 
her arms (then a child of four months), very im- 
perfectly sheltered from the heavy cold rain of a 
December night ; not a single attendant, out of all 
that formerly constitntdd ber court, was there to 
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cheer ber mind, or relieye the irksomeneas of her 
burden ; and, as her eye wandered back upon the 
multitadinous lights of the far-spread city, she had 
ample time to compare the splendid retrospect c^ 
her fortunes, which that scene seemed to symbol- 
ize, with the dark future into which she was about 
to plunge. It is strange to think, that the interests 
of a great people should have depended, io much 
as they did, upon the fate of the miserable little 
in&nt which this desolate woman bore in her arms. 
Had a constable happened to come up during that 
hour, or had the coach been delayed, it is very 
probable that the House of Hanover would have 
never sat upon the throne— -»that we should have 
been spared the three rebellions of 1689, 17155 
and 1745 — that, indeed, a totally different turn 
would have been given to the fate of the British 
empire. It is vain, of course, to speculate upon 
what might have happened, but for certain little 
circumstances; because, in the economy of both 
nations and individuals, little circumstances are 
perpetually affecting their fate ; and what is there 
more in one little circumstance than in another ? 
Yet there is s<»nething peculiarly striking m the 
malter alluded to. It is allowed to have been the 
grand error, or rather perhaps the only misfortuBe^ 
of the great men who achieved the Revolutioat, thai 
they did not secure the person of the infant heir 
ef King James, so as to educate him for eventual 
sovereignty in a style of politics and religion suit* 
able to the wishes of the nation^ By ptfmittiag 
his escape to France along with his parents, they 
insured his b^ing brought up in • principles which 
unfitted him for the. government of the Biitisii na* 
tion ; and, thus inducing the necessity of adoptii^ 
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ft Proteftaot heir from a distant branch of the royat 
JHuily, they gave nnnecessary occasion to a race 
^ pretendersy and introduced an uncertainty of 
^neiple into . the whole theory of succession, 
which may even yet be productive of mischief. It 
is certainly to be lamented, that the Queen was 
not arrested, with her precious charge, during that 
last hour of her residence in Britain, which she 
apent under the walls of Lambeth Church. 

The young Prince, who unconsciously passed 
trough this strange adventure, grew up in France 
vnder the eye of his aged father ; a boy posses- 
sed by nature of the sweetest disposition, but to- 
tally ui^tted, by any force of genius, to overcome 
die difficulties of his situation. He is said to have 
heen exactly that Bort of person, who, if so bom, 
•would hav« made an excellent English country gen- 
tleman ; one nei^w disposed to be 6ver*bigoted on 
"dia subject of the game-laws, nor, too lenient in 
Mgard to the lighter offences of larceny and horse- 
aleating. With a highly intellectual face and fore- 
head,, lus mind wis considerably beneath the aver- 
age. When James died, he advised the youtk- 
M Prince, with his last words, never to forsake 
Ibs religion ; and, whether from conscientiousness 
«r ofaetiiiacy, or from sound views of policy, the 
ftdviee was carefully attended to. He became an 
iiMelenting Catholic. He resembled Charles the 
Seeond in the darkness of his complexion, and 
ftlso, to a certain extent, in his manners, which 
were extremely courteous and graceful. His heart 
was so good, that it is probi^le, had he succeeded 
to the throne wHlMmt difficulty, he would have 
never entered into active p^necntion of the Pro- 
testants, or the Whogs ; bnt, bis mind being at the 
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same time weak, and therefore liable to evil coxat- 
ne]y he might have eventually precipitated the Bft- 
tion into a state of contention. Every thing con- 
•idered, it was certainly the wisest, because the 
tafest course, which the British nation could adopt 
wider the circumstances, to exclude him from the 
throne, and submit to the government of a family 
with a parliamentary title. 

It is supposed that, even so early as 1680, the 
Hanover family began to have views upon the 
foitish throne« William Prince of< Orange, oal- 
ealating upon the deficiency of male issue fnjim. 
Charies and James, had then formed the germ of 
that splendid preject which he afterwanfa carried 
into e£fect. In a visit to Hanover that year, it it 
•apposed that he sounded the indinatioa of the 
Brunswick princes towards a scheme which pM»- 
mised them a nearer approach to the succeatioa 
than they could otherwise have hoped for. George 
Louis, son of the reigning Duke, (afterwards 
Greorge I.), perhaps in prosecution of this adtuaomf 
visited England in the same year, and offered him- 
self to the Princess Anne, but was rejected. Tha 
mainspring of the policy of the. Brunswick ftunily 
in this afiiur, was the Rincess Sophia, consort of 
the reigning Duke ; a woman whose maseuline 
understanding was only surpassed by her inordi* 
nate ambition. George, her son, was compara- 
tively indifferent to the grand prospects which were 
opening before him. He. liked the quiet of Im 
little German court, and feared to encounter the 
tumultuous factions of Britain. Sophia, however, 
was perfectly inde&tigable in her endeavoura to 
further the object she had ia view. Even while 
the Duke of Gloucester, son of the IVinoess Anne^ 
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was Still ftlire, with erery likelihood of precluding 
h^ BnecesBion, she maintained a constant corre- 
spondence with King William on the sabject of 
her pretensions. Immediately after the Revola- 
tion, she had caused her hasband Ernest Augash 
tiis to withdraw himself from his alliance with 
France, and to attach himself to the Protestant in* 
terest. In 1700, when the Duke of Gloucester 
died; King William, in consequence of her entreaties^ 
represented her pretensions to Parliament; and, 
in June 1701, there was passed the famous Act of 
Sueceesion, hj which it was enacted, that, failing 
(he issue of William and Anne, the crown should ' 
^bM^end to the Princess Sophia and her heirs, being 
Ptotestants. From this time, her whole attention 
was devoted to the conciliation of the British pea* 
fie. All the forces of her sou's dominions were 
bnmght to swell the army of the Duke of Marlbo- 
Mingh, and defend the Protestant interest. George 
exerted himself, by the vigour of his military con- 
duct, to make himself familiar and endeared to th& 
winy. During the intervals of the campaigns, 
when large quantities of the troops lay in Hano- 
Ter, the unwearied princess took every means of 
ingratiaiing herself with the chief officers, many of 
whom were noblemen, or destined to become so 
in time. Above all, by her high diplomatic ge- 
nius, and the abilities she displayed for governing, 
•he endeavoured to approve herself truly fitted for 
the lof^y situation at which she aimed. 

It will thus be seen, that the adoption of a 
Hanover sovereign, after the death of Queen Anne, 
instead of recalling the son of James the Second, 
was not perhaps determined so much by a prefe- 
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Teace of a Protestant to a Roman Catholic, or of 
a man bred in pnnciples of freedom to one eda* 
cated by a tyrant, as by a simple estimation of the 
superior personal merit of the indiTidual adopted* 
Had the timid and imbecile James stood in the 
place of the Elector of Brunswick, it is very pro* 
bable that he would not have been chosen : the 
energetic mind of Sophia, or the moderation and 
good sense of George, might, on the oth^r hand, 
have been preferred, even with the disqualificatioai 
of Catholicism ; — so much do personal qualities 
orerpass and outshadow all others in the businaaa 
of life. 

To make what follows as plain as possible to 
the ordinary reader, it will be i^ecessary to oomdo" 
scend upon a few genealogical particulars* 

James II., whom the xeader has seen driren 
from hifi throne in the preceding narrative, died at 
St Germains in 1701. His' son James, the heir 
of Britain according to all customary rules of suc- 
cession, was then a boy of twelve years. By the 
very act of the .Revolution, this person had beea 
debarred for ever from the throne. The succession, 
was settled in the heirs of William and Mary ; 
Ruling them, in the heirs of William ; failing them, 
in the heirs of the Princess Anne. By the recent 
Act of Settlement, when William, Mary, and 
Anne, had all failed in producing heirs, it was de- 
volved on Sophia, Electress of Hanover, grand- 
daughter of James the First, by her mother, £liza> 
beth of Bohemia. At the time of the Act of Set- 
tlement, there were forty descendants of James the 
First alive, all of whom were nearer in line than 
Sophia ; but she was the nearest Protestant : and 
it may be pointed out, to the honour of the Ca- 
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tbolic religiooy that not one out of forty individuaki 
professing it, could be found to barter conscience 
for a throne. The nearest heir, in default of King 
James the Second's infant family, was the Dutchess. 
of Savoy, grand-daughter of Charles the First. She 
Uiought proper to protest publicly, before all the 
States of Europe, against the decision of the Bri- 
tish Parliament ; but her appeal was quite unheed« 
ed in the qnai'ter where it could have been of any 
effect. It is from this lady that the Sardinian fap 
mily, who are now nearest in blood to the line of 
the royal family, have descended. ' 

At the time when the Act of Settlement was 
passed, the feeling of the nation was decidedly in 
faTour of a Protestant succession. The act itself, 
indeed. Was only the result of the general feeling. 
The horrors of the period preceding the ReTolu- 
tion were still fresh in the public recollection, and 
nothing had occurred to supersede them. After- 
wards, however, although Sophia gained a great 
deal of affection among the English nobility, soma 
circumstances occurred, to make the prospect of 
her succession less acceptable to the public . The 
great Whig war, as it may be called, which Anne 
earxied on with such success against France, left 
the nation exhausted and in di^^ust with the mea* 
sures of that party. The alarms raised by Sache- 
▼erels trial, about the. danger of the church from 
Whigs and dissenters, turned almost the whole of 
England at once iuto Toryism. ^ In Scotland, four- 
fifths of the people were so disgusted f^t the Union, 
that they regarded the succession of the Brunswick 
&mily, fi}r which that detested treaty was institut- 
ed, with the most- unkindly feelings. At the same 
time, as Queen Anne herself was supposed to wish 
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. Ant the restorlttion of her exiled brother, the peo*-^ 
pie at large, who regarded her majesty with a i'eeU 
ing little short of worship, felt greatly disposed ta 
overlook the Catholicism and other disqualifiea* 
tioDs of " the Pretender, " and to receive him 
whom they considered their native and legitimate 
prince, in preference to a foreigner who had no- 
thing but the accident of his faith to recommend 
him. In short, towards the end of Anne's reign^ 
it was apparent that the fears and sentiments whicb 
occasioned the Revolution were in some measure 
' forgotten by the general public, and that there was 
•ome danger of an unconditional restoration of the 
exiled prince, simSar to that of Charles the Seeondi 
fifty years before. 

The change of a Whig for a Tory ministry in 
1710, seemed to make this prospect almost certain* 
By discarding all the men who had hitherto sup^ 
ported the fabric qf the Revolution, and taking iAt# 
kar counsels a set of statesmen exactly opposed t« 
them, the Queen plunly showed that she wished 
her brother to be her successor. The Parliament 
which supported this ministry, was, in consequence 
of Sacheverers high-church riots^almostentirely comt 
posed of Tories. The nation was now undergoing 
one of those strange revulsions of feeling, which 
have been observed to take place periodically at all 
pariods of its history. Twenty years before, C|k- 
tholicism was the grand bugbear. To avoid that, 
many sacrifices had been made, and many absurdi-' 
ties enacted. For fome time, the wildest^purita* 
aiMB or the rankest infidelity seemed preferable ; 
and, of comae, the (fisseatets and r^mblicans made 
great way. Now» the alarm was all against these 
bodies of men ; and the people were flying back for 
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safety to the antagonist principles of passiye obedi- 
ence and bigh-chnrch. The popular riots, which, 
about the time of the Revolution, bore a decidedly 
democratic complexion, were now altogether for 
legitimate monarchy. It may, to this day, be a 
wonder in England, that the Hanover family se- 
cured its accession at a crisis which happened to 
be so peculiarly unfavourable to it. 

The reasons why it did secure its accession, may' 
bo very briefly stated. Notwithstanding the high- 
dinrch out^cry, it was still impossible to make the 
idea of a Catholic sovereign, if broadly set forth, 
acceptable to the people. There was still an im- 
mense party decidedly adverse to the succession of 
the Chevalier de St George. This party was out 
of power, ^ and had but a miserable minority of re- 
presentatives in Parliament. Still it was consider- 
able in the nation, and comprised some of the 
greatest men of the age. What gave it a great ad- 
vttitage over its adversaries, was, that its object 
was already sanctioned by Acts of Parliament, 
which could not be altered by the Tories without 
the greatest risk. ltd rallying words were better, 
and ihore avowable. While the Tories, with all 
their supremacy as a party, could only intrigue in 
the obscurest and mpst dangerous manner for the 
restoration of the Chevalier, the Whigs could open- 
ly avow their zeal for the Protestant succession; 
and had it in their power, at any time, in or out of 
Parliament, to challenge their adversaries to declare 
a diiierent object at their peril. To act under the 
risk of a charge of liigb treason, is a very different 
thing from acting with the permission and coun- 
tenance of the laws. Accordingly, there was a 
oenfidence and Vigonr in- the proceedmgs of the 
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WhigBy whieh the Tories wanted altogether. The 
kttter party had, moreover, a lamentable deficient 
of great men to act as it6 leaders : the two niiill- 
•ters, Oxford and Bolingbroke, make but a poor 
figure in the contemplation of posterity, as com* 
pared with Somers, Halifax, Marlborough, and 
Walpole. They were also divided betw^n thaair 
selves. In short, it appears^ that during the four 
last years of Queen Anne, (from 1710to 1714), a 
conspiracy was carried on by the ministry and theil' 
friends, for the restoration of the exiled prince ( 
and this conspiracy was sanctioned, to « great ex« 
tent, by the crown, the church, and the pec^le-s 
but it is also evident, diat no consistent plan waa 
adopted, and no decisive step taken to ensure the 
accomplishment of their object. 

The sudden death of Anne, August 1. 1714^ 
while the plot was still in its elements, proved d^ 
structive to the hopes of the Tories. On such ai» 
occasion, it may easily be supposed, that the parif 
whose scheme was most mature, and least likely !• 
be attended by dangerous consequences, would be 
successful. The scheme for the succession of the 
Haaover family was most mature ; it bad, indeed* 
been prepared for many years. It was the /mt^emf 
Bible object of the laws of the nation. No danger 
could arise to any set of men from advocating or 
promoting it. The Tory project was, on the coa* 
trary, at once ill formed and treasonable. With* 
out the absolute certainty of success, no man could 
be expected to proceed upon it a single step. Tha 
balance was therefore easily cast in favour of the 
House of Hanover. On the morning of the Qinsen's 
decease, the Tory chiefs met in a sort of despair^ 
to deliberate whether they should prodaini King 
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Aunes ; and Bishop Atterbary is said to have offer* 
ed to do so btmself, if supported by a small guard. 
BttI the risk was evidently too great ; and they 
ended by resolving to postpone their scheme till 
liter the accession of the Parliamentary soyereigUy 
when they hoped to put it into execution with no 
gfsater risk^ and with better prospects of success. 
The better to conceal this design, and in the 
llope of maintaining place in the administration of 
King George, * the Tories affected to concur hearts 
ily in Ins accession. On his landing at Greenwichi 
September ISth, no set of men received him with 
vore cordial expressions of congratulation. The 
eonduct of the Earl of Mar, one the Secretaries of 
Slate, may be instanced as a specimen of the rest. 
This nobleman had, on the 30th of August, sent a 
letter to the new King, entreHting his Majesty not 
to give ear to any insinuations i^hidi might be 
■ade regarding his loyalty, asseverating that he 
enterlaiiied the warmest afiection for the House of 
Hanover, and praying that the people might long 
have the happiness to be governed by so excellent 
a monaMsh. He reminded the King, in die course 
•f this memorable epistle, that his family had been 
iwreditiuy custodiers of ^ persons of his Mijee* 
ty's Scottish ancestors, when under age ; and, in 
particular, that a pi^edecessor of his had had the 
dtorge of the Queen of Bohemia, his Majesty's 
grandmother, who had thought proper to acknow- 
ledge the kindness sbe then experienced, by letters 
which were still extant. Before the King arrived 
in Britain, Mar had further exerted himsetf to pro* 
cure a letter from the chiefs and gentlemen of the 
H^lands, expressing sentiaMats of zealous affecr 
tion towards the new royal fomtly. As great ap- 
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prebensions had always been entertained regaffi* 
ing tbe well-known disaffection of these person* 
ages, he hoped that a document/ showing a om^ 
trary disposition, and apparently procured by Yarn 
influence, would secure him no small fevour whh 
King George. He, accordingly, approached thi 
Sovereign at his landing, with a mind pr^ared for 
any eyent but neglect or degradation. Unfortu- 
nately for him and his companions, Greorge bad 
been apprised by older and trustier friends, of tha 
hollowness of all such professions. It was obvious 
to tbe mind of this prince, that, as his cause bad 
always, been urged exclusively by <he liberal or 
Whig party, and had been as constantly opposed, 
or at least coldly treated by the Tories, tbe former 
were alone worthy of his confidence. He had aW 
ready resolved upon sweeping the Cabinet of all 
the ministry of Queen Anne, and substituting >• 
set of sound Whigs in their place. He had al- 
ready displaced Bolingbroke, and forbidden Oi<» 
mond to approach him ; to Oxford, the late Prime 
Minister, he scarcely vouchsafed the honour ef 
kissing his hand ; and as for the Earl of Mar, not* 
withstanding all his professions and addresses, np* 
on him his Majesty is said to have literally turned 
hiB back. 

. As there is a pleasure in being accused* imio* 
cently, so is there a mortification in being suspeot* 
ed where we are conscious of equivocal intentions* 
The Tories, extruded from their offices, marked by 
the scorn of the King, and neither able nor will- 
ing, perhaps, to prove themselves innocent of what 
they were charged with, could scarcely.conceal tbe 
rage and despair which filled their bosoms. Angry 
even with themselves for having crouched unne- 
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ceMBrily to a person whom they despised, they 
Ind no refage for their wounded feelings bat in 
emtnter defiiuice. They had now not only the in* 
;|Qrie8 which others had done to them, but those 
^vHitch they had done to themselves, to be reveng- 
ed upon the King. Formerly, they had hesitated, 
or many^of them had hesitated, between the Che* 
valier and the Elector of Hanover ; being partly 
afraid of the Papist, and partly indifferent to the 
'Protestant ; but the degradation of their party de* 
termined almost every mind in the former comrse. 
They were now disposed to overlook every disqua- 
lification connected with the son of James the Se- 
cond, and to close their eyes to all the miseries of 
« civil war, so that they could only escape the 
sway of the man who had insulted them. • • 

It is to be regretted that the vengeance or the 
ieatB of the Whigs should have caused them to 
drive the Tories to this extremity. The retention 
of a few of their number in the cabinet, according 
fo King William's policy, or even some gentler 
fltethod of removing them, might have prevented 
the catastrophe which ensued. But it would al- 
most appear that the ascendant party wished to 
precipitate their oppcments into hostilities, for the 
purpose of crushing them. 

i It is difficult, at least, to account, on any other 
principle, for the prosecutions which they imme- 
diately instituted in the House of Lords, against 
the Earl of Oxford, the Duke of Ormond, and the 
Viscount Bolingbroke, for high treason. Almost 
tiie only ostoasible crime with which they could 
^arge these men, Was their having concluded a 
peace with France, when, by prosecuting the war 

o 
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a little longer, they might probftbly hvn r^daecd 
the enemy to extremities. The rnil cause of the 
prosecution was political hate ; for then can be nm 
4oabt that the accused had acted, throughont their 
period of power, with what appeared to them m 
▼iew to the good 'of the nation. No demgii of be* 
fraying their coantry's interest to an enemy could 
be detected in their conduct. 

Of all the three Lords accused, the Eeri of Ox- 
ford alone ventured to stand a trial. He had been 
Jess inclined than the rest to the succession of the 
Chevalier St George, and had taken mere freqoent 
and hearty measures to assure the Hanover Fatnif 
ly of his affection. He probably, therefofe, kki 
confidence enough in his innocence, 'to make s«ne 
of an acquittal. Ormond and Bolingbr<rtce had 
not the same daring. They made a pmcipit^te re- 
treat to France, where they very soon ao^sepled 
office under the Chevalier. 

The Earl of Mar, who had formerly inteignei 
in only the most distant terms wiih the Court «f 
St Germains, now also devoted innuMlf entbwly t# 
this interest. It is ja stngular anecdote in tke Kia 
of this man, thalv within the coorse of a few«M>ntba» 
be addressed one lett^ to the Eleetor of HaHover 
and another to the Chevalier St Geofge, both alike 
full of tb^ warmest expressicAis of i^eotion, and 
both perhaps alike undictated by sincere feetfug. 

John Erskine, eleventh Earl of Mar, whom we 
are presently to see heading a formidable iaattnm> 
tion against the new government, was the eon of 
that Earl, who, as related in the preceding nana* 
tivB, deserted the party of ILord Dundee, by de« 
liveriog up Stirling Castle, and surrendering bkn*' 
self to the Convention. He had entered into pub- 
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Iil» life^ em^Y in Qaeen A one's reign, as a {wrtiMa 
of the ceurt ; in other words, a Whig or revolution* 
ist. Afterwards, in 1704, on the country or Ja« 
Golnte party coming into power, he wheeled ahoat» 
and imposed himself upon his late opponents as one 
of the most zealous of their friends. Previous to the 
Union, when the Whig part} again became tri- 
umphant, he turned once more ; and he was con- 
spicuous in the list of commissioners for carrying 
that measure into effect. The circumstance of hja 
having made the first motion in parliament for the 
Union, and his activity in all the subsequent pro- 
ceedings, procured him much odium in his native 
eountry ; but, at the change of the Whig for the 
Tory ministry in 1710, he had the address to make 
•till another change, and to be made one of the 
Secretaries of State. It has been already seen that 
he would have wfllingly been converted back te 
^e Protestant succession, if King George could 
have only assured him of a continuance in office* , 
Finding himself rejected in that quarter, he was 
finally, w at least for the present, settled down in- 
to a friend of the exiled House of Stuart. With 
aU this strange lubricity of political principle, 
which, if it could have been justified by any thing, 
would have been justified by the singular difficulties 
of those times» the Earl ol Mar possessed much 
available ability. He was gifted to an extraordi- 
nary degree with the advantages of address. His 
manners were the most insinuating that could be> 
conceived. His mind was so acute that it could 
penetrate into the most recondite thoughts of those- 
around him ; at the same time, it was shrouded in 
ao deep a veil of dissimulatimi, that no other man 
eoQld make the same observations upon him. It 
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resembled that species of Highland target, which, ' 
besides defending its owner, has a projecting dag- 
ger to wound the enemy. He was better qualified, 
for t^e court than the camp. Indeed, he knew . 
nothing of the military art ; nor possessed any o- . 
ther qualification for it, than the simple one of per-* . 
sonal courage. His fortune was embarrassed, in 
consequence of the loyalty of his ancestors during 
the Civil War; which was perhaps the main cause ^ 
of the peculiar figure he made in public life ; for 
he was exactly one of those adventurers in the 
world, wjio are at once too poor, and too fond of 
what is to be purchased by wealth, to maintain aiit 
exact moral perpendicularity. The suppleness of 
his politics, joined to the excessive courteoiisBes^ 
of his manners, caused him to get the mean nick-t 
name of Bchbing Johrii which hb enemies bor-, 
rowed in his favour from the chorus of an old. 
aong. But it is but justice to the memory of a . 
man who has been somewhat hardly dealt^with. 
by posterity, to say that, tmdar better circum- 
stances, he might have shone as one of the great-, 
est and most unimpeachable characters. 

It would be difficult, perhaps, to ^ve a very, 
clear or comprehensive view of the condition of. 
the nation during the first year of King George,' 
and while the Rebellion of 1715. was in projec- 
tion. The chief features of the case are these. ^ 
In England, the common people were rising in, 
frequent and formidable riots, inspired with an in-, 
sane fear for the safety of the national church un-. 
der the new d3masty, and inclined, it would appear^ 
to prefer the son of James the Second, as their, 
' sovereign, to the ill-titled alien who had just come 
among them. The gentry of the same country, who. 
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bare not been misnameld " the hereditary enemiea 
of liberty froBi the time of James I., " were almost 
nnexceptionably Jacobite, though rery unwilling 
to hazard their estates by going into open war. 
On tlie side of the existing goTerament, we find 
the trading interei^t, the bank, and the bulk of 
the Dissenters. In Scotland, the gentry every 
where, and the common people on the north of th# 
Forth, were Jacobite, and inclined to fight : ott 
the south of the Forth, with the exception of tha 
nobility and^ gentry, the people were swayed by 
religious considerations into an attachment to the 
Protestant succession. In the towns, throoghout 
nearly the whole country, but especially on the 
south of the Forth, a great proportion of the inha* 
bitanls were Whiggiah; trade having there, aa 
everywhere else, tended to liberalise and expand 
the mind. In England, it might be said that tha 
Chevalier had the general feeling in his favour, bat 
it was not xealous. In Scotland, he was support^ 
ed by a aealons attadiment, but it waa not ge* 
aeral. ' 

To give a similar view of the foreign and exter»> 
nal resonrces of the exiled prinGe<*^He was sur- 
rounded by a set of British friends, Catholic and 
Protestant generally of more seal than ability^ ^ 
b«t who^ with the recrat accession of Ormond and 
Bolingbroke, were not by any means despicable* 
By the pension of about fifty thousand pounds 
whidi, Btradge to say, waa allowed by Britain t» 
his mother*-«by large subscriptions among the Ca^ 
tholics throughout £«rope*«-aBd by contributiona 
from Cakholie potentates, among whom the King 
of Spain gave no less than 400»000 crowna-^he 

o 2 
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was possessed of a store of money, amonntifig, ac* 
cording to some calculations, to above twelye mil- 
lions Sterling. He expected great assistance from 
Louis the Fourteenth, his kinsman and friend, 
who, though be bad just concluded a peace with 
Britain, was nerertbeless sufficiently inclined to 
farther a civil war within its bosom, and whose 
raterest it plamly was to keep a Protestant, and a 
sworn enemy of bis own, out of the government of 
so important a member of the European family of 
m^ions. ^ 

With all these fiivonring circumstances, James 
waff only six-and-twenty years of age, with a eba- 
lacter which, if not vei^ good, yeTr^mained in a 
great measure to be. proved. 

Some men, however, are bom to make, and 
others to mar fortune. Who could suppose that) 
ttt a crisis which seemed in every respect so isi- 
Tourable to his design, and when possessed of so 
many substantial ^advantages for- its prosecutioii, 
this unhappy prince wm dbnost as far from having^ 
formed a proper scheme for those who undertook 
to act for him, as be was on the day he was bom? 
The reader would be surprised to learn the vague 
and indecisive counsels on which the insurrection 
of 1715 proceeded. In July, only two months be- 
fore it commenced, Lord Bolingbroke, on visiting 
the Chevalier at Commercy, was astonished . to 
find him in -as complete ignorance as himself, with 
respect to the- prqiarations which bad been made 
for the success of his cause. ^ It was soon after 
ascertained, by a .memorial from the Earl of Mar, 
that, unless a body^ of twenty thousand regular 
forces ccwdd be landed in Britain,, the Engliah Jfe* 
cobites could not rise ; and that, without the £ng- 
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liah Jacobites, the ScottiBh would be of little avail* 
This force the Cheralier knew he could not get ; 
yet he pennitted the scheme to go on. 

The reader would also be surprised to learn the . 
meanness of the agents employed in this prince's 
affairs* At Pans, he had a set of Irish friends^ 
who, in the words of a writer already quoted, act- 
ed without subordination, or order, or concert. 
These men, mistaking encouragements to act for 
action, had worked up one another to believe suc- 
cess infallible. ^' Here, " says Lord Bolingbroke, 
" care and hope sate on every busy Irish face. Those* 
who could read and write had letters to show, and 
those who had not arrived at this pitch of erudi- 
tion, had their secrets to whisper." *' A Mrs 
Tiant, a lady endowed with not the best possible 
character, was one of the chief persons in this 
spontaneous ministry. All the messages that were 
sent, all the information that was receiTed, all the 
designs that were afloat, were carried from aae 
IhUe knot of people to another, and soon had a 
place in the despatches of the Earl of Stair to the 
government of England. " ^ 

Action was at length commenced in a most .im« 
provident manner. The Scottish Jacobites had 
far JBL long time entreated the Chevalier to come 
orer, and commence his undertaking with thera^ ; 
assuring him, with their proper national ardoofy 
that the only thing required was a commencement 
nrith them. Lord Bolingbroke, in re{dy to one 
'^ery pressmg request of this nature, had written to 
Lord Mar that the sense of their friends was, that 
Scotland could do nothing without Eng^uid ; that 
England would not stir wilbont assistance from 
i&road; and that no each assistance was to be ex* 
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pected. Yet, while Bolingbroke, and nU the other 
friends of the cause in France, were supposing 
, that the prcject was thus to be delayed, James 
himself had secretly giren the Earl of Mar per- 
mission to erect the standard of insurrecticm on 
the mountains of Scotland. ^ A striking omen; aa 
a Whig of the day .might hare justly remarked, oi 
the arbitrary and wilful way in which the Cbeva* 
li^ would probably act, in case of ^is being re* 
stored to the throne ! 

In the meantime, the GoTemment, fully ap- 
prised by Lord Stair of what was intended, took 
some decisive steps for its protection. The Ha^ 
beas Corpus act was suspended. An act yn» 
passed for the suppression of riots* The Dutch 
were requested to send over the six thousand men, 
whom they had lately agreed, by the treaty oip 
guarantee, to furnish for th& defence of the ¥to* 
testaDt succession. A reward of a hundred thou*' 
sand pounds was offered to any who should adxe 
the person of the Pretender within the British do« 
minions. The British fleet, reinforced by six tho«<* 
sand additional seamen, was stationed along the 
Channel to intercept any suspicious vessek sailing 
Irom France. Three thousand dragoons, and four 
th^safid infantry, were added to the army. The 
half-pay officers wete di^rwd tfanmgfaout the 
countt^y, to discipline and eneourage the boifiiw of 
militia which were everywhere begibning to form* 
A» PApiats were ordered to depart from London 
find Westminster, and not to coma within tan 
luiles of these dties. The severe laws already ex- 
isting against people of this persuasimi, were or* 
di»red to be pm in fnA force throughout the conn^ 
try. And the King waa empowat«d| by an act 
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passed on the 30th of August, to summon all the 
Scottish chiefs and gentlemen whom he suspected, 
to Edinburgh, there to give caution for their fide- 
lity. 
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CHAPTER 11^ 



COMMENCEMENT OF THE INSURRECTION* 

Were ye wi' me to chase the rae. 
Out ower the hills and far away, 
And saw the Lords were there thlt day. 
To bring the Stuarts back again. 

Jacobite Song, 

The Earl of Mar thought proper to mark the 
commencement of his undertaking by a singiilar, 
but most characteristic act of duplicity. Ou the 
I St of August, the day before he was to set out 
for Scotland, he attended to pay his compliments 
to King George, against whom he was so soon to 
declare war. Whether he was urged to do this 
by a desire of confounding olfeenration, or by mere 
recklessness of disposition, it was certainly a sin* 
gularly broad insult, as o£fered to a prince. 

On August 2d, (1715), having first disguised 
himself as a private person, he embarked, with 
Major- General Hamilton, Colonel Hay, and two 
servants,, at Gravesend, on board a collier, which 
carried him to Newcastle. From Newcastle he 
proceeded in a vessel belonging to one Spence, to 
the Firth of Forth, where, refusing to be landed 
on the coast of Lothian, lest he should be there 
recognised and seized, he went on shore at Ely, a 
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Kttle fori neir what is called the East Neak, or 
l^oint of Fife. 

In Fife he had many political friends. The 
gmtlenieB of this district, remarkmble in the pre* 
ceding age for their Whiggery, were now almoet 
•11 Jaeobitee : the son, for instance, of Hackstoa 
of Rathillet, who was executed for the murder of 
Archbishop Sharpe, was so violent a friend to the 
jBtiarts as to appear in the insiirrection about to 
casua* Mar was met at Crail by Sir Alexander 
Erskine, Lord Lyon, and by other friends, with 
whom he proceeded to the honse of John Bethune 
4if Balfour, a good Jacobite, known by the name 
«f *' the Honest Laird, " and who was married to 
m daughter of General Hamilton. During his stay 
m Fife, some gentlemen complained to him that 
Urn government was about to deprive them of their 
mnm ; on whidi he advised them to gather in a 
h^djt and make open show of resistance ; so light- 
ly did he venture in this afiair, and so far was he 
finom the eastion and pmdeaee which such an en- 
terprise required. From Fifo he proceeded to 
Dupiriin, in Perthshire, the aeat of his hrother-ii^ 
law the Earl of Kinnoul, whese he stayed on 
Wednesd^ the 17th of Aagust. Neact day, he 
passed the Tay, about two miles below PerA, 
With a train of forty horse. On Saturday, the 
Mch of August, he get safo to '' the BraM, " as 
ahey are called, of Aberdeenshire, and took up Iw 
abode in Ids own aeat of Kildrummy ; havmg lUs- 
y et ae dy by the way, letters to all die principid Ja- 
^eobile chiefs, inviting them tb a grand hnntkig* 
jHMlch which he was to hold on the 27th. 

It had for some tinM past been customary for 
the Jacobite leaders to hold great festivab, to which 
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lliey iavited all their friends, under the pretenee^<if 
an ordinary entertainment, though in reality t^ 
hold solemn conncil on the aspeet of their aJbirSy 
and to sonnd the affections of the common peopln^ 
who were always sure to flock to such meetings in 
great numbers. An assemUi^e of this kind had 
been held in the preceding year at Lochmabeta^ 
under the pretext of a horse-race ; on which occa- 
sion, the gentlemen present became so» bold^ or so 
drunk, as to proclaim the Chevalier openly at ^e 
Cross. Another such meeting had recently been 
held on the Carse of Gowrie, by Sir David Threip^ 
land of Fingask. As a hunting-match was a com* 
mon aflair in the Highlands, the Earl of Mar judg^ 
ed it most advisable to call such a meeting, it 
was the fitter for his purpose, that the people wefe 
always expected to appear armed at huntittg^ 
matdies, and because it was customary, when the 
sport was over, to invite the chief p^rsonv to a 
feast. 

That Mar had concerted all his sehemea befeft^ 
coming to Scotland, was evident from a certalft 
circumstance. His liiends at Edinburgh were ap- 
prised of /it so eaiiy as the 6th of Augufft, two 
days before he landed. On Tuesday the 7th, tlto 
Honourable John Dalyell, a half^pay officer, who 
had resigned his commission with the expectation 
of joining his Loidship, set out to grve the alanii 
to his brother the Earl of Camwath, who then re^ 
sided at EUiock; and information was thence coifr* 
municated to the Viscount of Kenmure and other 
Galloway Jacobites ; all of whom, having- first ar» 
ranged iJieit afiairs, repaired to Lothian, giving o«l, 
as they weDt» that they were gohig to huat ia-tho 
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J^loi^ ' ThBj could not hare madetliiB piofeflaioa 
liithQiit knowing the ,£arl of Mar'9 intentions. 

The bunting-match took place according to ap- 
|M)intnient. It was attended by the Marqujus of 
Jluntly, eldest son of -the Duke of Gordon; the 
Mar^^ of Tullibardine, eldest son of the Duke 
of Athole; the Earls of Nithisdale, Marischaly 
.Traquair, .Errol, Southesk, Camwath, Seafortb» 
Linlithgow ; the Viscounts of Kilsyth, KenmurOy 
JQngBton, and Stormont ; the Lords Rollo, Dufius, 
Drummond, Strathallan, Ogilyie ; besides twenty- 
sis. gentlemen, among whom were Generals Ha- 
milton and Gordon, Campbell of Glendarnel (re« 
presenting the aged Earl of Breadalbane), the Chief 
of Glengarry (acting for some of the . Highland 
dans), and the Lairds of Auchterhouse and Auld- 
blair. . 

The whole being at length gathered together at 
>Aboyne,. the Earl of. Mar addressed them in a sufr 
speech, which he seems to hate carefully prepar- 
ed* In th^ first place, he expressed, in the most 
emphatic terms, his sorrow for having taken so 
jBonspicuons a part in the business .of the Union. 
.His eyes, he said, were now opened, and he- was 
xesolved to do all that lay in his power to restore 
Scotland .to the condition in which it had been be- 
fore, that accursed treaty. He was urged the 
mctfe powerfully to this, by the additional mis- 
chief which had recently been brought upon the 
country by the Elector of Hanover. That prince, 
since the commencement of his usurpation a 
twelvemonth , ago, had plainly shown, by his giv- 
ing up the govenunent to an infamous cabal, and 
by all his proceedings^ ^at he designed ,to do> 
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pri^ die nation of its liberties. He had resid- 
ed, for his own part, to arm all his tenants and 
friends, and derote himself to the protection of his 
country. He did not require, however, to do any 
thing rashly. There were Thousands of indhridnals 
throughout Scotland and England, determined, as 
he could show by their letters, to give him their 
support, or to att in concert with him. He was 
also assured of assistance from France, where his 
sovereign, in whose cause he was to act, had al- 
ready received large supplies, and promises of 
more, all of which should be sent, as soon as con- 
venient ports for their landing should be point- 
ed out. That sovereign had himself promised, 
by letters under his own hand, to come over, 
and trust his person to the fidelity and vdour of 
the Scottish nation, so soon as a commencement 
should fairly be given to the undertaking. He 
had, in the mean time, been pleased to appoint 
him (the Earl of Mar) Lieutenant*General and 
Commander-in-chief of all his forces in Scotland ; 
and had supplied him with money suffident to sob- 
sist not only his own vassals, but also those of o- 
ther gentlemen who might join him, so that no hn- 
^vidual in the country would be required to con- 
tribute any thing else to this enterprise than hia 
personal assistance and good will. Every thing 
considered, he could not entertain a doubt tfakt all 
who heard him would immediately enter into an 
undertaking, which promised at once the restora- 
tion of their natural sovereign to his rights, tfnd of 
their country to its lost honour and prosperity. 

He then showed.diem the instructions which he 
had received from the Chevalier to nose the friends 
of the cause at this time. According to one an- 
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Amity, ' he displayed at the Bame tine a f<oii;ed 
coamussion of geaeralshipy which he said he had 
neceived from ^e same indi?idiial. It was deter- 
mined that all ehoold immediately return to their 
estates* and raise their men, some to join the Earl 
of Mar in his proposed descent upon the Lowlands^ 
and others to co-operate at more distant parts ojf 
the country. The Marquis, of Hantly promised 
to bring out the iwhole of his ftitner's immeToe Jbl^ 
hwmg or yassalage, provided that he should be 
allowed his own time. All present took an oath to 
be faithful to each other, and to the Earl of Mar 
aa the King's Lieutenant, in the enterprise about 
lo ensue. The EarL ga?e each of them, before his 
departure^ a parcel of the Chevalier's manifestoes, 
whidi they undertook to distribute. For some 
luae/ afterwards, these documents were frequently 
found, in the momingr ou the streets of towns 
throughout Scotland, having been dropt there by 
ibe Jacobites duriug the uight. 

One of the steps taken by the Government to 
prevent insurrection, had at this juncture a parti- 
cularly fatal effect. The act enabling the King to 
aummmi a certain number of suspected persons to 
Edinburgh, there to give security for dieir good 
behaviour, was passed on the 30th of August, and 
was immediately put in force by the Scottish Lord 
Advocate. I have at this moment before me the 
summons sent by this official to the Earl of Cam- 
wath» warning him to appear in terms of the act, 
under the penalty of single or liferent escheat, be- 
sides oue year's iroprisonmeut, and a fine of five 
hundred pounds. The persons so summoned were 
as follow : The Earls of Seaforth) Winton, Cam- 
m9Xh, Sottthe^kt Nithisdale» Linlithgow, Mar, Kin- 
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noml, Funnnro, Marifichal, and BreacUbaae ; tiM 
Marquis of Huntly, the Lords Crlenorehy, Dmm-* 
mond, and Ogilvie (eldest sons of Peers) ; the Vis^ 
counts of Kingston, Kenmnre, Stormont, and Kife- 
syth ; Lords RoUo and Nairn ; the Masters ^ 
Stormont and Nairn ; Sir James CampheH of Au-^ 
chinbreck, Sir Dnncian Campbell of Lochneti, A- 
lexander Mackeneie of Frasei>dale, Sir Donald Maf> 
donald, James Stirling of Keir, Robert Stewart «€ 
Appin, John Campbell of Auchalader, Sir Patriek 
Murray of Auchtertyre, William Murray of Auch* 
tertyte, Alexander Robertson of Struan, the LamI 
(Chief) of MacKinnon, Sir Hugh Peterson of Btt* 
nockbum, William Drummond, servant -to LcMPd 
Drummond, Mr Seton of Toueh, Lieutenant Al*- 
ian Cameron of Lochiel, Robert Roy, aUas-Wa^ 
Gregor, Stewart of Ardshiel, Mr Francis Stewarfv 
brother to the Earl of Moray, John Cwneron of 
Lochiel younger, the Lairds of Clanranald, Gkn* 
garry, and Keppoch, Mr John Fullarton of Green* 
hall, elder, Macintosh younger of Borlum, James 
Malcolm, Sir Alexander £rskin6, Lord Lyon, M^ 
Hemy Maule, brodier to the Earl of Panmure^ 
Walkinshaw of Barrafield, Colin Campbell of Glen* 
daruel. Sir John MacLean, Graham of Buckly vi^ 
Lieutenant-General George Hamilton, Georgb 
Home of Whitfield, and Mr John Dmminond» 
brother to Lord Drummond. To such of these 
persons as resided on the south side of the riveif 
Tay, seren free days were allowed for their ap^ 
pearance ; to those residing on the north side, M^ 
teen ; and to such as happened to be abroad, sixty 
days were allowed. The result was, that many 
persons, who might have otherwise remained at 
home in peace, were in a manner forced to join 
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tke £nl of Mar ; whilo bvt a veiy small nvmber 
eomparatively attended to the Gommands of the 
act, and those only Bucfa as in all prohability would 
hare remained obedient to goTerament, whether 
summoned or not. 

At 1^18 Tory moment, while every thing seem- 
ed fiiiTOQTable to the project, and the fiery cross 
was raising brave men in thousands to fight the 
battles of the House of Stuart, an acddental and 
external circumstance occurred, than which none 
— not the perdition of the Highland ckns them- 
silves^-coukl have been more fiatai to the enter- 
jnrise; This was the death oi Louis the Fourteenth, 
1^ monarch who had proved so steadfast a friend 
to the Stuarts through all their vicissitudes of good 
and bad fortune Louis was bound up by the treaty 
df Utiecht to a£Pord no assistance to the Chevalier, 
and the humiliated conditicHi of his kingdom could 
scarcely permit him to dare a renewal of war by 
breaking throng his engagement. But there were» 
neverth^ess, a thousand ways in whibh he could 
befriend the exiled prince, without calling down 
the vengeance of Britain. Where he could not do 
much, he might have at least penmUed a great deal. 
He conhl have been negatively, if not piisitively 
firiendly. The mere idea that the enterprise was 
honoured by his countenance, not to speak of the 
leal support which he seemed to be covertly ex- 
ten^ng to it, was calculated to give it addidonftl 
Ibfce and vigour. So nmdi was this the case, 
that the Jacobite clneiB no sooner received int^i- 
gence of his d^th, than, declaring that their best 
friend was gone, they counselled their General to 
abandon his undertaking for the present. The 

p2 
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worst fcAtnre of the case was, that the King was 
snccee^ed in his power by the Regent Duke of . 
Orleans, his nephew, who was known to have the 
.strongest personal reasons for ingratiating himself . 
with the existing government of Great Britain, andt 
who was therefore likely to do all in his power to 
mar the proceedings of tl^ Chevalier. It was 
with much difficulty, and only by contriving to 
give them a different view of the politics and in- 1 
tentions of the Duke of < Orleans, that Mar sue- > 
ceeded in maintaining their disposition to ti^e the 
field.* Perhaps, also, some of them felt that* 
they had now gone too far to draw back. The* 
death of old Louis was a most unfavourable cir- 
cumstance ; but then, on the other hand, the threats 
of their own government, now reaching them in the-, 
substantial shape of the summons which has just, 
been described, and also the reports they daily re-* 
oetved of Jacobite gentlemen in England being 
seized and imprisoned without the benefit of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, were circumstances calculat- 
ed rather to edify them in their resolution than tot 
make them give it up. The only thing which 
seemed indispensable to their enterprise was, that 
die Chevalier should come over in person ; and 
letters were accordingly despatched, entreating bim^ 
to do so with all possible haste. 

Whatever doubts might< be entertained by the 
chiefs of the insurrection, none seem to have been 
felt by the Earl of Mar himself. That nobleman 
erected his standard on the 6th of September, at 
Kirkmichael, « village m Braemar ; being attend- 
ed at the time by only about sixty men. ^ Thsi 
standard, on its being erected, was consecrated by 
prayers. ^ But it was remarked, that at the mo* 
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ment the pole was planted in the ground, the gilt 
ball fell from the top ; which, as in the ease of the> 
walking' cane of King Charles the First, was lodg- 
ed upon by the Highlanders as a bad omen. 

On the 7th of September, Mar addressed a let- 
ter to the gentlemen of Perthshire, informing them 
of his appointment to be Commander-in-chief of 
his Majesty's forces in Scotland, and requiring 
them to raise all their' retainers in aims, to be 
ready to march to his Majesty's standard so soon 
as they should receive advertisement to that effect, 
which they might expect very soon. They were 
also to secure the arms of all persons suspected of 
disaiFection to the King ; and they were requested 
to prevent all plundering and free-quartering on 
the part of their men, under pain of his MajeBty*s 
highest displeasure. '< The King," so concludes 
the letter, " makes no doubt of your zeal for hie 
service, especially at this juncture when his cause is 
so deeply concerned, and the relieving of our native 
country from oppression and a foreign yoke, too 
heavy for us and our posterity to bfuu*, and when 
now is the time to endeavour the restoring, not 
only our rightful and native King, but also our 
country to its ancient, free, and independ«it c<m*- 
stitution under him, whose stncestors have reigned 
over us for so many generations." * 

On the day following, he issued what he called 
a Declaration, very nearly resembling this letter 
in substance, but having a general application. It 
was headed with the following pompous sentence : 
" Our rightful and natural King, James the 
Eighth, by the Grace of God, who is now coming 
to relieve us from tmr oppressions, having been 
pleased to intrust us with the direction^ of his af- 
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£uiB, add tike command of hb forcas, in this lua 
ancient kingdom of Scotland ;*' and it was dittin* 
gtuahed throoghout by a magniloquence of exprea** 
aion perfectly appropriate to the character he Af- 
fected to bear as the repreaentatiye of his Majea- 
ty. It will amuse the reader to find him, on the 
night of that very day, writing to the Bailie of 
his lordahip of Kildrummy, in the following fe- 
afliar terms : 

<< InvercmUdi Sqftember 9, ai nighty 1715. 
" JocKE, — Ye was in the right not to come 
with the 100 men ye sent np to-night, when I ex- 
pected foar times the number. It is a pretty 
thing, when all the Highlands of Scotland are now 
rising upon their king and oountry's account, as I 
have accounts from them since they were with me, 
and the gentlemen of our neighbouring Lowlands 
expecting us down to join them, that my men 
should be only rofractory. Is not this the thing 
we are now about, which they have been wishiiig 
these twenty-six years? And now, when it is 
GoaMy and the king and country s cause is at stake, 
will they for ever sit still and see all perish ? I 
have used g^atle means too long, and so shall be 
forced to pat other ord«« I have in execution.^ 
I have sent you enclosed an order for the lordship 
of Kildrummy, which you are immediately to inti* 
mate to all my vassals ; if they give ready obe* 
dience, it will make some amends ; and, if not, ye 
may tell them irom me, that it will not be in my 
power to save them (though I were willing) from 
being treated as enemies, by those who are ready 
floon to join me ; and Uiey may depend on it, that 
I will be the first to propose and order their being 
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SO. Fvtienkriy, l«t my own tenants in Kil- 
dmmmy know, that if they come not forth with 
their ' hest »mw, I will send a party immediately 
to^ hum what they shall miss taking from them : 
And they may heKere this not only a ^reat, bn^ 
by all that's sacred, Til pat it in execntion, let my 
loss be what it will. You are to tell the gentle- 
men that I'll expect them in their hest accontre- 
ments, on horseback, and no excuse to be accept- 
ed of. Go about this with ail diligence, and come 
youFBelf and let me know your having done so. 
AU this is not only as ye will be answerable to 
me, but to your king and country. 

•< Your assured fiiend and servant, 

Mar." 
^ To John Forbes of Inverawe, 
BaiHe of Kildrumm^J* 

This letter, however, will supply the reader with 
deeper matter of reflection than merely the dignity 
and the vulgarity which may co-exist in the same 
diaracter. He must observe with pun die abso- 
lute pow^ which a Scottish landlord then possessed 
ever the persoos— over the very minds of his ten- 
ants. The obligation of landlord and tenant is 
properly a mere matter of commerce ; and the one 
should be no more subservient to the other, than a 
retail trader is to a wholesale merchant. Yet, herey 
from the relics of the feudal system still clinging 
to Scotland, we find a proprietor threatening to de- 
stroy the goods of his tenants, without mercy or 
reserve, in case that they shall refuse to obey his 
high behest, by h^izarding their persons in a contest, 
about the object of which they were perhaps indif- 
fent. It IS also worth while to remark, the strange- 
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ly incoftsisteiit characters which wwa aisociiledi^ 
this imperions person. The nun Who^ in the cities 
of the plain, could act the polished courtier to ad- 
miration, who had jnst been performiBg the lofty 
duties of a British Secretary of State, and who, no 
doubt, appeared in that station as every thing that 
a modem gentlenian and statesman cmdd be ex- 
pected to be, is here seen in the character of a bar- 
barous Hi^land chief, exweiaing a sway otw his 
vassals as absolute as that of a NcMrman baron of 
the tenth century, and quite oblivious, to all ap- 
pearance, of' the rules and sentiments which dic- 
tated his conduct in another character. In one and 
the same month, this man could administer the 
freedom of the British constitution 'in Whitehall, 
and put the feudal law in force against the miser- 
able inhabitants of a Highland baroay-^could be 
the protector of the rights of three great nations, 
and the tyrsiit of a few farms. The mock king 
who parades the streets, in gilt tin and tinsel, op 
the 25th of October, is surely not more different 
from the sleek and decent tradesman into which b^ 
shrinks next day, than is the Earl of Mar as he was 
in 1714, and the Earl of Mar as he was in 171& — 
as he was at London, and is at Braemar. Yet the 
Earl of Mar was only acting, in both characters, as 
circumstances dictated. One end of the kingilom 
was then at the height of civilization, another at 
the extreme of rudeness : he had an interest at both 
ends ; and it was necessary that he should have a 
different mode of conduct, almost a different theory 
of moral sentiment for each. It dms place, and not 
time, which made the difference. And it is not to 
be supposed that he had more difficulty in shifting 
the character of the refined statesman^ for that of 
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^e ffKToge daof, tfaaa he c&M, hare had in ex- 
^dbuagtog his yelvel court-dress and small sword^ 
Isr the kilt and dirk. 

It UMy be proper to conclude this chapter with 
tke manifesto which Mar and his adherents pub- 
iisbed at this time* It is a document valuable in 
inany respects, but chiefly so as giving a very fair 
view of the senttments and objects with which the 
Jacobite fisction in Scotland entered upon this civil 



^ Manifesto by the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and 
others, who dutifully appear at this time, in, 
asserting the undoubted right of their lawful 
Sovereign, James the Eighth, by the Grace of 
God, King of Scotland, England, France, and 
Ireland, Defendei: of the Faith, &c. and for 
relieving this^ his ancient kingdom, from the 
^^^reasions and grievances it lies under. 

^ His Mijesty's r^;ht of blood to the crowns of 
these realms is undoubted, and has never been dis- 
puted or arraigned by the least circumstance or 
lawful authority. By the laws of God, by the an- 
cient constitntioiis, and by the positive unrepealed 
laws of the land, we are bound to pay his Majesty 
the duty of loyal subjects. Nothing can absolve 
us from this our duty of subjection and obedience. 
The laws of God reqeare our allegiance to our 
rightful King ; the laws of the land secure our re- 
ligion and odier interests ; and his Majesty, giving 
up himself to the support of his Protestant subjects, 
pats the means of securing to us our concerns, re- 
Hgions and civil, m our own hands. Our funda* 
metttal eenstitutaon has been entirely altered and 
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sunk amidst the varioiu shocks of mwtsMe fsfriip^ 
while, in searchii^ out new expedientSit preteiid«4 
for our security, it has produced nothing but dailj 
disappointments, and has brought us and our |km»« 
terity under a precarious dependence upon fbro^^ 
councils and interests, and the power of foreign 
troops. The late unhappy Union, which was brougbfc 
about by the mistaken notions of som^ and itbo 
ruinous and selfish designs of others, has proved .«» 
far from lessening and healing the differences b#* 
twixt his Majesty's subjects of Scotland and £ngw 
land, that it has widened and increased them. And 
it appears, by experience, so inconsistent with the 
rights, privileges, and interests of us and our good 
neighbours and fellow-subjects of England, that the 
continuance of it must inevitably ruin us^ and host 
them ; nor can any way be found out to rehave u% 
and restore our ancient and independent constitvii- 
tion, but by the restoring our rightful and natural 
king, who has the only undoubted right to reign 
over us. Neither can we hqpe, that the party who 
chiefly contributed to brmg us into bondage, willf 
at any time, endeavour to work our relief ; since 
it*s known how strenuously they opposed,, in .tW9 
late instances, the efforts that were made by all 
Scotsmen by themselves, and supported by the be^k 
and wisest of the English, towards so desirable an. 
end, as they will not adventure openly to disjOim 
the dissolution of the Union to be. Our sub- 
stance has been wasted in the late ruinous war^ 
and we see an unavoidable prospect of having wais 
continued on us and our posterity, so long as 
the possession of the crown is not in the right 
line. The hereditary rights of the subjectSt 
though confirmed by conventions and parliaments, 
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Me iidw lifted as of ito VfUte or force ; snd 
}N»t senrio^ to die cmHm and royftl fttinilf'^ife 
iMyvr looked q^nmi as grounds of fiuspicion. A 
flHdce# vp asgembly, who call themselves a Bri^ 
tfeh parHamem, hare, so fiur aa in theih lies, inhtt^ 
aBMMty intfrdered their own and onr sovereign, by 
j^ittfsing a great anm of money as the reward of 
io eitecrable a crime. They hare proscribed, by 
tttai^eofintable and gromi(|(e8S impeachments and 
attainders, the worthy Patriots of England, for 
tfteir honourable and successful endeavours to re- 
atore trade, plenty, and peace, to these nations. 

** They hate broken in upon the sacred laws of 
bo^ countries, by which the liberty of our per- 
sons was secured ; they have empowered a foreign 
firince (who, notwithstanding hb expectations of 
ifae erown fin* fifteen years, h still unacquainted 
W^h our ttnomers, customs, and language), to make 
Itfl absokrfe conquest (if not timely prevented) of 
the three kingdoms, by investing himself with un- 
Iknited power, not only of raising unnecessary for- 
ces at home, but also of calling in foreign troops, 
ready to promote his uncontrollable designs. ISoT 
can we be ever hopeful of it's being otherwise, in 
the way it is at present, for some generations to 
eotne. And the sad consequences of these unex- 
ampled proceedings have reallybeenso &tal to great 
trambers of our kinsmen, Mends, and fellow-suh- 
jeets, of both kingdoms, that they have been con- 
sifaiifed to abandon their country, houses, wives 
and ehildien, or give themselves up prisoners, and 
perhaps victims, to be sacrificed at the pleasure of 
fMfetgners, and a few hot-headed men of a restless 
fsietion, whom they employ. Our troops abroad, 

Q 6 
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iiotwitbstaadiDg tlmr Jong and niiiBiiaU^ good 
aenricesy have been treated, since the peaee» mtk 
n^lect and contempt, and partieiilarljr in Hok 
land ; and its not now tbe officer's long aernooi. 
merit, and blood tbey bave lost, bat money and ft^ 
TOUT, by which they can obtain justice in tbw 
preferments ; so that it's evident, tbe safety of hm 
Majesty's person, and the independency of Ua 
kingdoms, call loudly for immediate lelief and de^ 
fence. 

^* The consideration of these wdiappy cilWBn* 
stances, with the due regard we have to eomnion 
justice, the peace and quiet of us and omr poeto'* 
rity, and our duty to his Majesty, and hm oomt 
mands, are tbe powerful motives which have ieoi* 
gaged us in our present undertakii^ which wa Ofo 
firmly and heartUy resolved to push to the utQieat^ 
and stand by one another to the last extremity. aa 
the only solid and effectual means of. puttiBg tm 
end to so. dreadful a prospect as by our picsei^ 
situation we have before our eyes* With 6dliiM 
hearts, true to our rightful king, our country, and 
our neighbours, we earnestly beseech and eapaci 
{sm his Majesty commands) the assistance of all 
our true fellow-subjects to second our attepnpt; 
declaring hereby our sincere intentions that- wo 
will promote and concur in all lawful means, for 
settling a lasting peace to these lands, under the 
auspicious government of our native-born rigbtlai 
sovereign, the direction of our own domestic coun- 
cils, and the protection of our native forces and 
troops. That we will in the same manner .concwt 
and endeavour to have our laws, liberties and p^o* 
perties, secured by the parliaments of. both Iciog- 
iloms, that by the wisdom of such parUaments, we 
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#tn eBdeatonr to imre radi htm «nacted as sluifi 
gfve AbBohrte teenrity to t», and fntiire ages, for 
the Proieiiant religion, against all e£FortB <)f arbi* 
tnry power, Popery y and all its other enemies. 

** Nor have 'we any reason to be distnsdfnl of 
llie goodness of €rod, the tmth and purity of our 
iioly religion, or the known excellence of his Majes- 
ty's lodgment, as not to hope that, m due time, good 
ettample, and eonrersaiaon witi^onr- learned di* 
▼ines, will remove those prejudices which we know 
hii ediication in a Popish country Inuf not rireted 
iftliiserwn diseeming mind ; and we are sure, as jus* 
tiee is a virtue in all religions and professions^ so, the 
doing of it to him will not lessen his good opinion 
«f ours. That as the King is willing to give his 
teyal indemnity for all tlmt is past, so he will 
.^heerfUlycoacmrin passing general acts of obli- 
vion, that our feHow-subjects, who have been mis- 
led,' amy have a iair opportunity of living with us^ 
in ^ same friendly manner that we design to live 
•widi them. That we will use our endeavomfi for 
ffodressing liie bad usage of our troops abroad, and 
Miging-the troops at home on the same footing 
and eMibliriinient, of pay as those of England. 
That we will sincerely and heartily go into- suck 
meaenres as shall maintain efiPectually and establish 
a right, firm, and lasting union betwixt his Majes- 
ty's ancient kingdom of Scotland, and our good 
■eighbouiB and fellow-subjects of the kingdom of 
England. 

*^ The peace of these nations being thus settled, 

aad we freed from foreign dangers, we will use 

o«r endeavours to have the army reduced to the 

viaal number of* guards and garrisons ; and will 

^enenr In such laws and methods, as shall relieve 



}90 CQHHi^CWHWr^ t^ 

iw of U]« lieavy taes wid debts 90W lyiag ppw 
us, and at the stone tiinp will support the puiUic 
credit io all its parts* And we beiieby fsithfolly 
pronoise end engaget that e^^ery offi|;er who joise 
fridi us in our king and cpiwtiy's cause, shall not 
only ei^oy the san^e pest he now does,' but sluiU 
be adTajiGed sad pi^eferred acci^ding to his rank 
and station, and the number of men he brings off 
irith him to us : jod each foot-soldier so joining 
AS shall baTe twenty shillings sterling, and each 
H^Mper 4ff dragoon who brings his horse and wo 
l^pntrements along with him, twelve pounds sterling 
giatuity money, besides their pay. And, in gene^ 
^^ we shall concur with all our fellow-subjecta 
in such measures as shall make us flourish al 
home and be formidable abroad under our rightful 
sovereign, and the peaceable harnociy of onr aur 
cient fundamental constitution, undisturbed by ^ 
pretender's interests and councils from abroad, or « 
restless faction at home. In so honourable, sf 
good, and jurt a cause, we do not doubt of the aa^ 
aistance, direction, and Uesdi^ of Alsiighty Qo4^ 
who has eo often succoured the royal family ef 
Stuarts^ and sm country freip mifi»g under ^fi|^ 
yrearien." 
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CHAPTER III. 

mar's descent upon the lowlands, and 

commencement of the insurrection 
„ in england. 

. ^my. BpcWiylMW) badcod wHh the Kardy WeUuMD, 
Is in tbe fidd, and still his power increasetb. 

Richard in. 

JWhils tbe Earl of Mar was still llDgeriog on tbe 
JbiUs of Aberdeeoabire, bis friends at Edinburgb 
.were d^eated in a scbeme^ the success of wbicb 
fifBold bare, been of infinite ioiportance to tbeir 
cwue. About eigbty persons, cbiefly Highlandera» 
and at tbe bead of wbom was Lord Drummond, a 
.Catbolicy bad formed a plan for sarprising tbe 
Castle of Edinburgb. Having gained over four 
soldiers in tbe garrison by dint of liberal promises, 
.tbis party resolved, on die Qtb of September, at 
nine o'clock at night, to scale tbe rock on wbicb 
.the Castle is built, at a place on the north side, 
near tbe Sally Port, where it is less precipitous 
and lofty than elsewhere. They had formed lad- 

q2 



den of a peealiar ooBStractkm, oikdaled to 
nit ci four men al once, and wliii^ being pnUad 
vp by one of the conrnpted eoldieiSy weie to b« 
Ibitened to a strong stake within the waU. T# 
hare won Ediabnrgh Castle at the piesent janetora^ 
wonld hav'e been next tlung to redacingthe whola 
kingdom nnder the power of the Chefalier. la 
this fortress lay nearly all the stores upon whieh 
die government could calculate for arming tbek 
friends against the insorgents. It also coptaiaadl 
an immense sum of money— -upwards of a handiad 
thousand pounds, which had been sent down to 
Scotland at the time of the Union, as an equina 
lent or compensation for the distress whicfa a Ml 
participation of the Eng^idb taxes wae expected to 
bring upon ^ poorer country. The very eclat of 
the tinng would hare been as good to die fiarl •f 
Mar as a victory won in a stricken field. He hfld 
concerted that, when the consfMrators got paa* 
session, they should fire three cannon; whiefc^ 
being heard in Rfe, f^ouM be a signal to' aaow 
men there stationed, to Hght beacons on the tops 
lyf die bills ; which beacons, being continued nor^ 
ward from hill to hill, should apprise bim wMi 
tolegraphic despatch ; sodiat he ccmld immediatok 
ly follow up the triumph by pushing forward to 
Edinburgh, and • completing the subjugation of 
Scotland. 

This scheme, in every respect so well contnved, 
and calculated to be of such service to die cause 
of the insmgents, is said to have been marred by * 
a drcumstance almost as triml as that which dis- 
arranged the conspiracy of Cadline. One of die 
principal Jacobites concerned^ a Mr Arthur, had 
oommunicated the wh<rie secret to hb brother Dr 
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tb»r bad.fMily of )«t6 b^eome aJacpbile.; coase* 
q«eBfcly» aMioogh his brotbar's okject in iAforiDuig 
kim vnu no doobi to draw biiQ inlo the 9cheino» 
jMdid soft ooBtempbte tho enlexjirifw wkb tb/9 
«Mii6 joyfal hope wbich was felt by the lest* Oa. 
the Goatrary, doriog the whole dajr prenoiw t^ 
the ^pointed ereniiigt be felt his ^uad depreaied ; 
9er cottkl be conceal that he wi» enffering under 
•ome mrasnal anxiety. Hia wife, ohaerving h|f» 
ndaocholy, importiwed him to diadoae ita caoaei 
and he waa at length weak enough to giealify her 
^auioaity. She immediately, without his know^ 
ledge, deapatched an anonymous letter to Sir Adam 
Coekbprn of Ormiaton, Lord Jaatice-Clerk» in- 
farmiag lum of the deaigii. Lord Qrmi^ton, than 
whom a more zealoua W14g n^rer lired, lost i|e> 
lime in aendiqg an eypveaa, with the aamo inCDf** 
wmxmt to Lieutenant'Coloael Stuart» the ]>eputp 
famnor <tf the Caatle. It waa ten o'clock at nigh( 
mkim Mia Avtbnr'a letter reached the Liord Juf- 
tice^Clerk, and eloTon ere bia luordahip'a exp^aa 
reached the Caade ; but, fortunately Uft the jui« 
teroata of the Honae of Hanorer, the eonapiratora 
were fimd, lyce all good Jacobitea» of brandy aiod 
claret. They had lingered at a taTem till it wp» 
two houra paat the time appointed. Ere they 
reached the hottoi|i of the rock, with their ap- 
paiatnay the J>eputy«Govemor had reeeired the in- 
formation of the Lord Juatice-Clerk. Still, pv- 
hapa, had they been aa expeditioua as th^y ought 
to have been, their enterprise might bare been aucr 
ceaafnl. Colonel Stuart waa either ao well in: 
dined to their acheme, or waa ao imperfiectly in- 
formed by die eipreaa, that he found biijsaelf only 
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eiMed upon to erder his oftcen to dteMe tlietr 

gnardB and make dlllgeiit rounds ; after t^si^ he' 
went to bed. IMorMiBfatelf,' they Kngered na 
]ongthat,'jii8t as the favir sentioels treie piilifatg 
vpf their ladders, the bonr for the change of guard 
arrived, and one Lientenant Lindsay, leading out 
die iresh sentries from tbi) saliy-poiPt,- came upon* 
tiiem at the yery last mommit whto they eould 
have been succ^ssfttl* One of the guMty sentinels 
tanediately fired his piece, and cailied to tlhose 
below that the whole plot was raiiled ; his coffin 
panicms at the same time let go the ropes. *Tbe 
t^ole * assembled band of conspirators 'instantly 
AiperB^, some of* them ftlKng -dtMhs the' pred* 
{ift^^es in such' a way as to be seriously hiirt. At that 
moment, a party fk the City guahl, which the Lord 
Justice^Cierk had urged the ' Lord-Proyost to g<^ 
Imder ^rms for the purpose, sallied from the We8l> 
Port of the city; and exerted themselyes to sekfO 
the fu^tiyes. They only succeeded in taking foot 
pennons ; one Captain M acLean, a yeteran Cati^er 
Who had fought at Killiecrdhky ; a gentleman- of 
the name of Lesly, who had been page to -the no^ 
tedly Jacobite Dutchess of Gordon ; - and ^ Messrs 
Alexander Ramsay and' George Boswell, writers 
in Edinburgh. Tbus miserably ended an 'enter- 
prise, which, if executed with promptitude and care, 
equal to the 'skill' -With which it was projected, 
might haye giyen a very dHferent turn to the couM 
of this little narratiye. ' 

The discovery of this plot gave great alarm to 
'the Goyemroent, and caused its members' to tidie 
still' more serious measures than before fm ^ ffe- 
yendon of the irfsurrectimi. - All snepected persons 
were' now uBscrupulouBly apprehended. At £di»- 
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\m^$ Ab JBadfi of Ham^t Wiglonii, and. Kiovmll* 
l^pid Dpskfordf («aii of ihe Eiirl iof Fiobl«r)t ««4 
MeBflfs Lockhtft of Camwwlh «ad Hume of Wbiw 
field» ware eoian^jittiM) pn^ooara to the Casdo* SU 
AlexBiider Bnkine, Loi4 LyoOt wi) $ar P»tric]( 
MiUT^y of AiKcjitertyr^ who earxeodesed t\ma^ 
telveg in terms of the l«te ect> were ^ko put iul^ 
prieoii. Crenend Whitham, Cpnunaiuier-iD^cbi^f of 
Iris Mtyesty « forcM in Scotland, wes ord^ired tq 
Qieroh widi all the regular troops that .could ho 
spared) to fi^m ^ c»mp in Stirling Park* jso a« ti^ 
iMcuro the Inridge over the Forth* luunediaielj^ 
after, be was sup^veded hy the Puke ai Aiigylei 
who was expected) from hiii superior acquaintano| 
with the country, and his immense territorial 1% 
flm»C9t to he a het^r commander. That p^fxn 
nrrii^ed in Scotland aiM>ut the middle of SeptemhfOt 
end ]of»t no time in putung himself et the bead^ 
the little army which Whitham b(id coUeood, Thf 
£arl of Sutherl^df a nohjemau ;isealonsly attfM^4 
to the Protestant succession, n^as, at the same tim% 
despetcbed to the extceme uortb of Scotlandy wit^ 
a comroifsion to ndse his ?i»sals, as well af all thp 
other clans which might he £&vQui|d>ly disposed to 
the GoYemment, and to employ them ae a check 
u|MMi the disaflS^cted in that ^vwMter. 

At the first xntelligeuce of the inauirection ip 
Scotland, the CourVof St James> had formed th^ 
idee that it was only designed es a 9tn«tagem tp 
draw the Kmg s forces northward, so as to permit 
the Eugtish Jacobites to rise aud seize the capitiil 
and seat of goYomment. They accordingly did not 
send any troqw to Scotbmd ; they rather sent su^^ 
rpgimont^as they had to the disa^ected districts ip 
the West and South-west of England, where tbo 



iymptams'of fti mtended eraptioii were most tio- 
lent. Thus, Uie whole army wbidi the Dnke <^ 
Argyle fonnd to eomniand, consisted in four foot 
regiments^ or little more than a thousand mesry 
with aboat five handred dragoons. Orders, how- 
OTer^ were now issued for reinforcing his Grace 
by the Earl of Stair's regiment of Scots Gn^y and 
two foot^regiments, which lay in the north ofEng^ 
laad, as well as by a similar force from Ireland ; in 
which kingdom there did not lippear the least hn 
lention «f diBtm*hing the new government. -To in- 
ereaae die regular forces, a nnmber of loyal hurgbs 
and noblemen in the south and west of Scotland 
now bosied themselv^ zealously in raising little 
eorps of militia* 

I& the mean time, the Earl of Mar and (lis fnenda 
were by no means inactire. The clan Macintosh 
was the &!«t to rise. Under the command of Brl^ 
gadier Maclntoeh of Borlum, undo to the chief 
{who was a minor), this very brave clan mustered, 
early in September, to the number of five hundred, 
and, mard^g with banners displayed to Inverness, 
seiTOd that important post, which was without a 
garrison. Leaving" a strong party there, the Bi^« 
dfier eoon after marched southwards to join the Eari 
p{ Mar. About the same time, a party of Mae- 
Leans, MacDonalds, and Camerons, made an at« 
tempt on Fort William, and succeeded so (ar as to 
take two redoubts or spurs, with a considerable 
number of men in each, though they were obliged 
to abandon the main design for want of cannon. 
In the Lowland districts of Angus and Aberdeen- 
shire, various noblemen and gentlemen were exert- 
ing thl^msdves in favtsur of dbe Chevalier. He was 
preclumed at Aberdeen by the Earl Marischal, at 
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CiMlW QmittQ bf tbe Mar^ cf Hn^y at 
Brechin by the Earl of Pannmre, and at Dondea 
1^ Mr Gsabani of Diiiitro(ni» bfodier. to the late 
Viscoioit of Dandee, - » 

Mar had aneoeeded ia gatbmng a conndMahle 
namberof mwi beforo the mid^e of Septembers 
when.he at length thoaght it neoeesary to deaeend 
into Atbi^e. At Mootineaffn, a little viHage near 
the Paaa of KiUieerankjt he proclaimed the Chev»4 
lier. Here learaiog that the £«d of Rothes 
advandng wi^ five hundred of hia fiieTaaaris: 
friende, to seize Pertfaf he ga^e oiders to Coion^ 
John Hay, brother to the Bad of Kiaaool, to Ml 
into that town with a. party dl two hmdred hoiae t 
which enterprise Colonel Hay peifonned with 
pfonftidtade and perfect saecess, on ^m Ulh of 
September;' the Earl of Bodies letiiii^.'wiien'li^ 
leaiened that, the plaea was propoasassed. • iTbm 
aeiaore of Perth gare the insargents nineh edaif 
and laid all Scotlan4 north of* the. Forth nnder 
their control. * Mar made C<dottel ii^governoit 
of thetowni by commission dated September iStb.^ 
In a.letter which the Earl wrote to Hay on the 
19th i(&om Monlineam), he eommands' that ^bm 
town Aimld be defended wiA the ntOMist ohsti* 
nacy, in case of the Duke of- Argyle adtancing 
against it from Stirling. He ako orders him* to 
tender the oath of, allegiance to the people of the 
town, and to make thraa renounce all subjection to 
mdy other prince or pew«r than Janes the Eighth. 
<< Such as refuse to com^y with this, '' conlinues 
the insurgent General, '^ you are to tnm them out 
•f the town, and immediately after to* order a free 
election of magistrates by poll. " « The Gwremor is 
alsadeai^edy by this kttsry to break open all'tetters 
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minA mow tlKMgb Ptortfar, ttid to tppolBt n Mhr 
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Tbe TMbon wtaj^ Mm thw liiigeMd at 
enm 866108 to have been, that b6 MlpewMd tOr* h% 
|Im6' Imawdiately j(^i6d by tbe Atbl»le churn. In 
a letter to Goversor Hay, dated September fMIfy 
he comi^iBs that ahnoet every body had dleep^ 
peinted hia, t» that he wm a» yet aiiabl«i to de^ 
scend afMn the LoiHaade. ^ Tbey are no^ 
eeHing, howeviir," he eays^ *^ aftd tbt» week we 
iWl he a cenaidevable army, and mweh ettpieilof 
la aay nrhiofa the enemy can bring if^iasf Q8« " 
Vm hepee alio that the Weitem ehou ai« by thia 
tine maRbing throagh Argyleehire towards Gk** 
fjowi and w^ eoon make the Wetl^eoantry aiiitia 
aa IMa 8BM te the army at Stiriingi as he hefM 
Mtne of their either troop» are. 

In a tetter of the oame date, bat written at twidf« 
d^eleak at nighi» Bier aaeweri one whtch Colonel 
H^ had written on the preeediiig day, and wbidt 
he had jaet recrtred. The Ci^oael had inlbniied 
hin of a report that the Dnke of Argyle wae de^ 
HgnMg to odfer hhn temiB of snbmiskon. Mar 
MM wen , '^ I htHamnf there^s nothing in it ; ne sneh 
neiMige haa cone to me, nor do I beliere tfaeae 
witt* Ferhape, he aiif^ haver had tone inatroo* 
tinne when he came from London ; ** [the Drioi 
had kisaed the Kmg'i hand and left London on the 
Otb ;] ^* bnt, now that they know wcf are actttid!>^ 
in ami% mid onr madiiBilo pnbHahed, tiiey wiM 
think, I befiere, ^at aay tfamg of the kind cornea 
|00 Inke. If any each meaeage cornea to me, it 
^hail be amde no aecrat ; but it is imposBlble for 
i^y of ns now to haw soeb thonghts, and he's an 
l|l DMUi that wonki* I oaa answer for ons, and I ' 
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Iwpe for it^MLl BMny aore. WIm dm they of* 
f^ QB in lew [liaf ] of all that's dear to mankuidv 
whfeh I take to be the case with w* I hope ere 
long we will have anodier Idnd of me a e age froHi 
tbit Dake and hk iielfce>-^to ask terms Hsr themi' 
eeliKSS. This yoaoMfteli to all the worki, and show 
my name to it." Sorely this strnn will remind 
the reader ^iiite as mneh of the disapp o hmed states- 
•man as of the determined general. 

• Belore the 28d, Mar had sent a party of R»- 
-bertsons, nnder their diief Alexander Robeitsob 
of Straan, to reinforce Cokmel Hay. On that 
-day, he writes th«s i ** Yon nmst mke eaie to 
plemie the Ekeior of Sifwasm^ as they sail hkn. 
HeiianohlCdonel; bnt| as he says himself ^vidaf^ 
ataads not mneh of die tnde. 96 he'll be ready 
to be adTised by Colonel Batfbnr and Ur^hMft« 
As for money, I am not so rife of it as I hope to 
•bo sdoo; bat I have sent some of ^eHttlo IhaMre 
-»*fififcy gnkessy by the bearer* " ^ 

Ob ooming into Atbole, Mar had nesily a thou* 
sand men nnder his banner. He had, hi the first 
place, abont five hnndred of hia own Tassids on 
foot. Then there were three hundred well monni- 
ed cavaliers or private gentlemen, in twosqoadrons, 
one nnder Lord Dmmmond, the other vnder the 
Emi of Linlithgow. Beskles these, he had many 
saraggling v^dnnteers. He no sooner appeared in 
Ath<rie than he was joined by five hnndied Higfa^ 
kmden, nnder the Marquis of Tnllibardine. In 
the oonfse of a few days, he received so many o- 
tfier aeoessions of force, that on the 20th he was 
Cidenlated to have fifleen hnndred foot and a then- 
sand horw. 
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Wblie «l Menlio, be wts joiiied* by aa adluvQ^t 
of somewbal extnuwdinary character, the y^eiaQ 
Barl of Breadalbane. ^ Tliis ttrange perBoii» wbo 
liad been reaerf<ed> throngb all the difficnltiee . of 
the last aeveftty yean, to stambie at length on«the 
iiwnneetioQ of 1715) was amopg those sn^Mcted 
ifidinduak whom the govennnent had thon^t pro- 
per to snwsaOB. To excuse hinself from .attend- 
ing to the call, he cavaed a physician from Pertly 
and the minister of his own parish of Kenmore, 
to make out an affidavit, attesting tl^the.was pee- 
aevsed by all the ills and infirmities which old a^ 
is subject to ; that he was troubled with congbi^ 
.rheamai andd^oxions; was possessed by grav^ 
-and Hitekei; had dreadful pains in his bad^ and 
kidneya; and was altogether so ill that he^eoidd 
.not be remoFod to Edinburgh witbont danger .to 
.iris life. Yet, all the maladies under whieb hala- 
iKwredy di4 not prevent the crafty old Earl froppi 
psanng down to join the Earl of, Mar at Logi^ 
.imt, on> the very day snbseqoent to the date of that 
affidavit. 7 . > 

. Mar did not BMM-ch to Forth till the 28th, when, 
it is sapposed, his forces amounted very neaijy to 
five thousand. On the same day that he enleved 
iJbe town, he received letters of the most agreeaUe 
nature from the Chevalier. They wei:e Ivoipgiit 
to him by the Honourable James Murray (second 
son to the Viscount of Slormont), who bad gone 
over to the mock court at Covan&cy in .the pre- 
cedii^ April, and was now appointed Secretary of 
. State for Scotland. This gentleman had landed at 
Dovei-y passed safe through a country where evQry 
suspected person was apprehended, f^nt throe 
days amidst his friends, .at Edinbnigh, and finally 
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droRsed the Pdrth'in ft bbttt from N^barim, bear, 
iiig,' all the way, letters of llie utmost importanc'e 
to the insurgents, and which, if found upon h)B 
person, might hare eau6ed him tb'be tried for high 
treason. According to the intelligence cobireyed 
hy Mr Murray, the Chewier was on die point of 
sendilig off no fewer than twelve large ships. Ml 
cf stores, arms, ammunition, and officers, fbr their 
assistance', and wis himself determined to follow 
dmost immediately. 

'' In this posture, the insurgent general had a pro* 

^gious advantage over his opponent. Argyle had 

cbme'down to Scotland without bringing a single 

regiment with him, or even a piece of artillery* 

He found the city of Edinburgh, and aH the welU 

affected gentry of the Low countries, in the utmost 

consternation, regarding the idaming progress made 

by the Highlanders. With fifteen hundred men, 

tftid no immediate prospect of more, he' had been 

dbliged to take up his position beneath the walls 

of* a fort^8s,'fi;om whence he coidd not stir a step 

with safety ; and as the Jacobites were direatei)- 

ihg Glasgow, Dam fries, and other towfis^on his 

fifoik and rear, he was in the greatest danger of 

being completely surrounded by enemies. ' Nor 

could he derive any assistance (ii>m his own clan. 

They were kept at home by the* fear of having 

their lands destroyed in their absence by the dis^ 

afiected tribes around them. 

' The Earl of Mar, on the other hand, had an 

army of more than double the unmber, and that 

composed, perhaps, of equally good, if not better 

* men. 'He possessed the whole country from Fife 

to Inverness; in other words, seven or eight eoun- 

itk%* f&r "^e'supply of provisions and recruits, and 
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npwaids of Iwo hwidrod aifes of iWi ilw tiB» Ibp 
the famding of anxiliarift and inumuiilion firom 
abroad. 

It is •tniiige to observe, tbat, with all thk SQn 
poriority, Msr hesitated to come to an action with 
Aigyle. To have done ao was evidently hk pn^r 
piay. It was not likely, that Argyle s force wooid 
ever be smaller than now : his own was already 
more than a match for it. If he conld not force 
a passage over the bridge of Stirling, he might 
have crossed the Forth at some ford nearer its 
head, and by that means outflanked the royalist, 
g^eral* But it seems to have been Mar's impres-, 
sion, whether the result of timid counsels or real 
inability, that nothing could be done against the 
Duke of Argyle, without an immense superiority. 
of men and a cou^lication of stratajgems. He 
esteemed it necessary, that, while he advanced is 
front, with an overpowering army, other two go* 
nerals should assail him in flank and rear, |m» as to, 
put victory out of the question. All this was very 
unfortunate ; for, if it was the advantage of any 
party to xmnain quiet, it surely was that of the 
vpyslists. Francis Sforza and Louis the Elevenlh 
have alike sanctioned the maxim, that, when a 
prince is attacked by a confederacy of his subject^, 
the best policy he can pursue is to avoid a batde^ 
and let his enemies waste themselves in disputes- 
and idle jealousies. What made it still more par- 
ticularly the interest of the insurgent General to 
fight was, that his men were eager to the last de« 
gree for battle. The Highland^, when cmce mi 
the field, knows no other tactics than to fight. 
At all the councils, the cry of the Northern clMi 
was invariably for battle. There was danger, if 
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liWi^ di^peiM or lose the &e-edge of tbeir fipirit. 
Besides, there was a sort of necessity on their' 
pifft for some aetioa of decided brillisasey, to strike 
the key*]M>te» as it were^ to the English Jacobites, 
Mar belisFed it neeessary, that all men 'should l>e 
«p before he struck a blow ; but he should have 
atmck the Uow, that they might he induced t& 



- Yet some of the first movements of theinsur* 
gents showed rigour and addbeis. ' They perform^* 
^df.ioT instance^ oae very dexterous enterprise a« 
gainst a vessel on the Frith of Forth. The Ekffl 
of Sutherland, it will be reeolleeted, had gone 
Northy to raise the loyaUsts of the country beyond 
Inverness. About the end of September,* vess^ 
^ntk freighted at Leith, with nearly four hundred 
alands of small arms, for the use of the recruits 
who might be rsised by this noblenmn. After 
atahduig out to sea, a north-east gale began to 
UoW) and compelled the master ci the vessel to 
4ake sbditer under the Fife coast, near Burntisland. 
^As that was>the port to which the vessel belongedy 
^d'the place where^the master usually resided, he 
thought there could be no harm in bis going ashore, 
tdunair lh% continuanGe of the gale,- to see his wife 
-md ■ fiamily. Mar learned at Perth the condition 
ai^ the vessd« and the supine conduct of the skip- 
per;. and he deteimmed to make a diteh at the 
.arms which were on board. On the evening of 
.the 2d of October, he- detached a party* of five 
hundred horse, with- each an additional man behind 
, the rider, under the command' of the Master of 
Siadair. They arrived at BumtiilaAd about mid- 



tewed |hema»|ya» of ril Ae bQelekttlielwib9w«, AUt 
the aame lime, the iMnee euixowided iJm taiiii,4» 
i«teroepl eay jneeeenger who night he eent teabnaft 
tbeactH'c^^^o^P^i^* AbiiiidrwIeiiiljtireiityeeiMft 
nen wjen then «eitl<aff is boats lo the veeaely whiekr 
ihey fomid no difficoity in eduuog. . They «fc £nt 
attempted to bring her into the harboiir ; bat, the 
irindiiot senniigf Aey wen obliged to drop an- 
chor, and had the. arm* ia boale. Carte wen vm^ 
mediately pp«awd from tfao ooantry raond ;> aad 
before tihe morning jHras £ur advanced^ Ao whole 
booty was on its way to Rerth* The Dolie of 
Aigyle eeen leanied what had taken placo* and 
amdo an attempt to intercept the xetirisg ineno- 
gente. But the Earl of Mmt ancceeded ib oheek^ 
iag the adfance of lua Grace's party, by afieoling 
« design of advemaag with hia wliole amy to 
Al^ for the pm^KMO of coming to an aotioB« The 
jcons eqa enca was, that the arms were bioitgbt aafe 
lo Perthf where the exploit waa hailed no le« as 
affording « good supply ler the vmnned Higji- 
Janden^ than aa partiaUy disabliog a poweiiaL 

.ibeir Meade kt the North* The whole trmwatlion 
waa £avoniable, in every reaped, and in tberhiglh> 
eat degice, to the Jnaprgants ; for ii gaye a kind of 
faiBtae to tfa^ir anna which they oradtwaatedi and 
filled thdr of pooeats .with ata little ahn^t Xhe 
Earl of Mar now fowid it posaible to take naiar 
hia control the whole of the. wealthy little nnaipmrf 
towns with, whidi the coaat of Bfe ia ao thieUy . 
atodded, and to phut ganiaoBa in Bamtiabnid aad 
Falkhnd. Unde^ favonr of this amu^ementy a 
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Iwrfrnimri MMi«ftereikin«d tlM Krikof Hvlk 
with tUMcs for die mnsy^Brnd^ beng chiaed by die 
Engliili flMn of w«r> f oniid nftige in Bwntiriwid 
kaiiour. 

As the proeeedngB of the Eari of Mar, enbie* 
fMBt to tbk period, were infloenoed comidetdhlf 
fty the iniiimMstioiiB which wove now talug plaoe 
In the aoath of Seotbnd end north of England, afc 
irill be n e c e i aa ry here to adtert to theae mattera. 

The digMmiion of the forcea over the diaaflactai 
diatrieta of England had been attended with coon* 
plete aneoeaa in prereniing the ombniat of n gen^ 
al inanrmetiott. Supplied with an excoae to 
keeping qoiet, whkh aeema to have been by nn 
neana nnpnlateable to them, the graaaer port of 
the Engliah Jacobitea annk coolly upon their oaf% 
nnd contented thanaelrea with witneaaing the ex« 
ortiena of their inore fiiny coBsiMilriiitB in the North, 
in onecoonty aleae, thatof Nortbnmberiand, wheaa 
m predominancy of Cathf^iciam gnve nnuanal ajnrit 
to the party, did the expected flame bnrit oat. 
Even thefe, it aeema to have been only in cenae* 
qnenee el the anapenaion of the Haheaa Corpna 
not, thM an appearance waa made on the field. 
Ameng thoae when the Gevemment sesolfed to 
ay prahan d, weae Mr Forater, member of pailia^ 
naent for the connty, and the Earl of Derwent»> 
wnter, a yoni^ Catliolic neUaman, who, partly 
'tern BBligioaa piindple, and partly from the cii>- 
eamatanee of bia being aoa of one of Charlea the 
Second'a natural dangfaikera, waa inapirad with an 
nneoaaaaonly laige portion of the Jacobite apirit.. 
Theae two indivuinale, on learning that a maaaan- 
ger wan come to Dnrham to aeixe ihem, 4inddenly 



rtsoliwd* to» take wlnl thejr eonoeiiml -theleccg 
peril of afipearing in open rebellion. - . • • -r. ^ 

By an appointment with (heir fiienda, :they ^en* 
dezvoused at a place called Greenrig, on. .Thnrs* 
day the 6th of October ; when at once they foand 
tbeiaaelTes attended by sixty horaeoienyi. chiefly 
gentlemen and their seryaiUs. t Having conenlted 
ae to their fiiture movementSy they ms^ch^d, first 
(o« place called Plainfield 09 the river. .Cocqait» 
end afterwards to Rothbory, a amall mariBet town, 
where they quartered for the. night. . >• 

Next morning* Friday* Octobcf 7th, they pro« 
ceededto Wark worth, where, on. Saturday* they 
were joined by Lord Widdrington« with tlmty 
korse. Mr Forater was now. constituted their (Gre- 
nenl, not because he was the man of.high^ rank 
or greatest influence, nor for any other reasim of 
merit,, but merely because, he was a Protestant; k 
being judged inexpedient to have a Catholic at 
the head of the enterprise, seeing that it would 
give countenance to the prejudices of the. isommon 
people against them. On Sunday momidg* Mr 
Forater sent Mr fiuxton* his chaplain, to the mi- 
nister of the parish, with orders that. he shpnld. 
pray for King James the Third and Eighth by 
name, and that, in the litany, he. should introduce 
the names of Mary,, the Queen<^oiher, and all 
the dutiful branches of the royal family, but omit 
the names of King Georgp and his 'family.. The 
parson more prudently quitted his charge altoge- 
ther, and took refuge in Newcastle.; <mhi .which Mr 
J9uxton took possession of his churdh, and per* 
formed service. 

This little party being reinforced, on Monday,, by 
forty horse from the Scottish Border, Mr Foraler, 
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ia ^y^Kidiey piocbavM^ Ibe Chevidier, wilh MHwd 
of Irampet, Mid all other formalities which the cir* 
comstapoes of the place would admit., He left 
Warkwortb on the I4th, and marched to Alawick» 
^ where they rraiewed their prodamatioii, and na- 
oetved some mora iiienda. Proceeding next to 
Morpeth, they wc»re joined at Felton Bridge by 
seventy additional horse from the Scottish BordeTi 
so that they new amounted to three hmidred. 
They bad had, by the way, many offers of service' 
from the conntry people ; but were obliged to do* 
dine them, on account of their w«st of ams. 

It is one of the most remarkable drcamstamoea 
connected with the insmreetion of 1715» that» 
while the general proceedings were, to the last 
dagreO) indecimre and paltry, some particalar in* 
dindnals exerted themselves with wonderfid enei^ 
gy aifid success. Among other little brilliant epi- 
aodes, diverging irom die sombre epic of its genmd 
history, that <^ the capture of Holy Isbnd, by • 
Newcastle skipper, of the name of Lanncdot Er«i 
ringtw, deserves particnlar notice. The smaR 
fort of Holy Idsnd was ^n kept by a party of 
aoldieiv, who wove exchanged once a week from 
the garrison of Berwick. It was of little import* 
ance to the Oovemment ; bat the insargents sop* 
poaed it mi^ have been of considerable service 
to them, as affording a station for making signals 
to soch French vessels as might be' designing for 
their coast with the expected supplies. Accord* 
io^Iy, Errington, having got a few Jacolnte friends 
on board his little vessd, sailed, on the 10th of 
October, to make an attempt upon it. - It appears 
that be was in the habit of sailing up to the port^ 
with profisiens for the supply of the garrison. Of 
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coton^y his appearance on tbe present dccaskm ex- 
ctled no snspicion among ^e soldiers. He Wbs 
ftcltnitted, as usaal, into the port near t;he casde ; 
and snbseqnently, while part of ^e garrison were 
visiting his ship, he was allowed to enter the cas- 
tle itself with his party. He immediately made 
prize of the place, without experiencing the l^ast 
resistance. 

' When in fall possession, this brave fellow at- 
tempted by signals to apprise the main body 'of 
the insurgents at Warkworth, of the important 
service he had rendered them, and of the neces- 
sity nnder which he lay of having some assistance 
sent to him. Unfortunately, they did not perceive 
his signals.- It was also, unfortunate for him tltet 
the garrison at Berwick had got intelligence of his 
exploit. The very next day, a party ' of thirty 
soldiers and fifty volunteers was despatched frbm 
Aat place, to win back the fort. iThey approach- 
ed the island, by the sands, when the tide was at 
ebb ; and, as Errlngton was at once destitute of 
arms for resisting tl^m, and of provisions for hold*- 
ing out a siege, he was instantly overpowered. 
In attempting to make his escape, he was itiiped- 
ed by a shot in the thigh, and, being then seized, 
was carried prisoner to Berwick. It is pleasant, 
however, to record, that he subsequently conttiVed 
to escape. 

Mr Forster's little array, in the meantime, ex- 
perienced a dreadful disappointment in failing to 
procure possession of Newcastle, which they had 
looked forward to as one of the principal points 
on which the success of their enterprise would de^ 
pend. Newcastle was then a walled town, and 
capable of bemg put into a state of complete de» 
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f«&O0 in a few days* Many of its inhabitaatg v«ro 
Jacobites. One of the chief coal-proprietors in the 
neighboorfaood, Sir William Blacket, was supposed 
to be warmly inclined that way ; and as he wasrloiown 
to have great inflaence among the keelmen, or 
eoaI-workers» who formed, by nnmbers, the most 
powerfal class of its inhabitants, the insurgents en* 
tertained strong hopes of not only obtaining the 
town, but making it a grand stiongfaold for their 
party. There was, however, an immense propor- 
tion of well-affeeted citizens, who, uniting with the 
dissenters, oontriired, in a very brief space of tioMi 
to muster seven hundred vdunteers for the defence 
of the town* The gateways, at the same time, 
were all walled up with stone and lime, except 
one, which was planted with cannon*. And, atk 
the 9tb of October, the place was put but of dan- 
ger, by a reinforcement of regular ti^opa. 

When disappointed of Newcastle, the insni^pen^ 
retired to Hexham, which was an advantageous 
post, in so far as it permitt0d them to keep up a 
communication with their ftiends in Lancashire* 
They, had, a few days before, despatched a mea* 
senger to the Earl of Mar, informing him of their 
proceedings, and entreating him to send them a 
body of foot, of which kind of force they stood 
much in need. 
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CHAPTER IV- 

EXPEDltlON OF BRIGADIER MACmTOSlt. 
j^rluin and hid taenia cotnitig. 

It blM been already inentioki«d, that the Bail df 
Mar ^oogfat a GomplicatiMi of stiatageiad n^ocw- 
sary for the destntction of th6 insigniieiait fdnce 
which opposed him at Sttrliiig Bridge. H6 thoagfat 
it aecemary, that the Dake of Argjrle ahofild fa^ 
enclosed in what he calls, in one of his letters, '* a 
hose-net, '* ere any hope could be entertain^ of 
patting hfoi down. Under this impression, he had 
akeady despatched a large party under Major^gv- 
neral Gordon, With orders first to garrison Inversiy, 
foit Ae purpose of keeping the Can)pbeirs at home, 
and then to descend upon the Western ik>a]|tieSy 
that he might circumvent the royal army. He 
also entertained a wish that the Jacobites of the 
South of Scotland, who, he heard, were now rising 
under Lords Eenmure, Camwath, and Wintoun, 
should co-operate with Gordon in this manoeuvre. 
As if even that were not enough, he now thought 
proper to send a party of two thousand five hund- 
red men across the Frith of Forth, to act against 



the Duke from the Eatt^ as Gordon aod K^nrnim 
were to do from the West and South. Ultimate* 
ly, this last party joined Uie EagHsh insnrgenta ; 
hat, at fint) it was designed for the serrice men- 
tioned. 

And here oocmv by far the finest point in the 
whole history of the insurrection of 1715. 

Mar fortunately seleeted, for the comnmnd of 
this party, the Brigadier Maclntorii, who has been 
idieady mentioned as the first clan-leader who 
raised his men in 1715. After securing his cap* 
tare of Inverness, Old Borlum, as he was called 
from his age and his estate, had come down to join 
the Earl cf Mar at Perth, where be arrired on the 
5th of October, with nearly fire hundred men. 
He was an officer of great experience, had served 
much in foreign wars, and possessed the entire eoa- 
£denoe of hb clansmen. His men, tooy were de- 
cidedly the best appointed and the best disciplined 
of all the Highland corps. Mfur, of course, valued 
his accessioB very highly. He had just, at this 
juncture, formed the scheme of sending a detaoh- 
■ftem across the Frith of Forth : it was obvious to 
him that, of all his officers, Borlum was the most 
eligible for the command of the party. He there- 
fore, at once, conferred the command upon him. 

A body of two tiiousand five hundred picked 
men, including the Macintoshes, and comprising 
the greater part of the regunento of the Earls of 
Mar and Stinthmore^ of Lord Nairn, Lord Charles 
Murray, and Drummond of Logie-Dnimmond, 
was selected for this expedition. It was despatch- 
ed from Perth on the 7th or 8th of October, pro- 
tected, on ita way through Fife, by a body of horse, 

>s 
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under Sir John Areekine of Aim, and the' Master 
of Sinclair. Only two thousand of these men were, 
in reality, designed to cross the Forth. The other 
five hnndred were designed to act as a stalking 
horse to divert the attention of the enemy. The 
main hody took the most secret ways, along the 
centre and eastern division of Fife ; bnt the smaller 
corps went, with ostentatious publicity, directly to 
Burntisland, as if they had been designed to crosa 
at that place. The consequence was, that three 
English men-of-war, which lay in the Frith, came 
up to Burntisland, and lay to, for the purpose of 
intercepting them as they should come over. Hie 
more effectually to fix the commanders of these 
vessels in their mistake, the Burntisland party made 
an apparent attempt to^ take boat at that' place, 
and, erecting a battery on the shore, began to fire 
cannon, as if for the purpose of protecting their 
embarkment. While the attention of the enemy 
was thus completely engaged. Brigadier Macintosh 
was quietly putting his two thousand men on board 
other boats at Crail, Pittenweem, and Ely, ports 
twenty miles eastward, and out of sight of the 
ships. Next morning, the first object which the 
English seamen discovered, was his fleet of boats, 
already half-way across the estuary. They im> 
mediately raised their anchors, and attempted to 
give chase; but, by a chance which Borlum had 
well calculated, both wind and tide were against 
them, and they could only send off their boats in 
pursuit. 

Forty of the insurgents were thus captured in 
one boat, and taken to Leith, where they were 
put into prison. A few other boats, containing 
two or three hundred men, were driven upon the 
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Isle of May ; bat the remamcler, to the amomit of 
fully sixteen hundred, got safe ashore at Gullaii, 
Aberlady, and North Berwick. When the friends 
of Government learned that day what had taken 
place, they did not loiow whether to be most as- 
tonished at the daring and address displayed in 
the enterprise, or alarmed at the consequences 
with which it threatened them. 

The first idea formed on the subject at Edin- 
burgh was, that Macintosh designed to attack 
the city, which was at this time quite unprepared 
for a siege. The prorost, an exceedingly loyal 
map, immediately sent an express to the Duke of 
Argyle, entreating a small reinforcement to his 
cine militia. Strenuous measures were at the 
same time taken to barricade the gates, furbish 
up old cannon, and put heart into peaceably-in- 
clined citizens. The very ministers appeared in 
arms. Macintosh, who had previously entertain- 
ed no design against Edinburgh, was tempted by 
the reports of its consternation to march against 
it. ' Such a proceeding was not authorized by his 
commission, and indeed Mar afterwards publicly 
stigmatized his doing so as " an unlucky mistake." 
But the opportunity and the prize were together 
so very tempting, that we can scarcely wonder at 
a soldier of Borlum's character having yielded to 
it. 

He stopped, at Haddington but one night, to 
proclaim the Chevalier, and refresh his men. Next 
morning, Friday, October 14tb, he pushed rapidly 
towards the capital. Arriving in the evening at 
Jock's Lodge, within a mile of the city, he halted, 
to receive intelKgence ; when, being informed that 
the citizens had armed themselves in great num- 
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b«jC8t md were oopifideiil in the espectetioii of vtih 
iqedUte reUef from the Duke oC Argyle, be j«dg«d 
H expedient to w»lt a little, till be ahovld be la-. 
f^DTined by hie friende in the town how be ehould 
proceed. Taming off towgrde Leitb, he entered 
that town late at nigbt» and, throwing open tbo 
jaili took again nnder bis charge the forty mea 
who had been captured on the Firth by the boate 
of the Eeglieh wen-of-war. Then crosmg otot 
to North Leith, he took up bis abode for the night 
in a iHtadely which hed been bnilt there by Oliver 
Cromwell, and afterwards partially disnMH^ed^ 

Thie fortification wae QtiU entire* eo far lis tbe 
lamiperte, ditch, and other external defences were 
concerned. It aleo contained a number of small 
boufest which were need a$ batbing-qnarter« b)r 
the citi;Qen8 of Edinbnigh. It was chiefly de$- 
oient in the important requisite of gates, To saeka 
up, as well as time and circumstances would pert- 
vpity for that want, Macintosh formed barricades 
of old carts and other lumber, which lie mixed up 
with stones. At the same time taking eight piecee 
of cannon from some vessels in the barb^wr, ha 
planted two at the draw-bridge, and other six al 
various places around the walL For provision, he 
bad procured a considerable quantity of mesls 
Hesh, brandy, and other articles, chiefly from tha 
customhouse, which he rifled in passing. He 
was thus ready at an early hour next morning to 
stand the siege which he learned the Duke of 
Argyle was about to lay to his stronghold. 

The Duke of Argyle arrived with his party a^ 
(en o'clock of the preceding nigbt. On the morn- 
ing of Saturday the 14th, the horse militia of the 
surrounding country having joined him, besides 
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the <ity guard and volimteeTa, he found hinmelf 
attended by a force of considerably abore a thoa«- 
qand men. In marching, howeveri to Leith, he 
did not increase this force. Short as the way was, 
it was long enough to give the Yolnnteers time to 
ponder all the risks of their undertaking. Not at 
all pleased with the prospect which i was before 
them, a great proportion silently slipped put of 
the ranks, and returned to their own homes. On 
coming with the remainder before the citadel^ 
Argyle sent a messenger to summon the H%h- 
koders to surrender, threatening^ that if they oblig- 
ed him to use force, he would give them no quarter. 

The Laird of Kynnachin, (a small estate in 
Athole), appeared on the walls to answef* the 
summons. As to surrendering, he said, they did 
not understand the word, nor, he hoped, ever 
would. With regard to quarter, they were de* 
termined, in case of being engaged, neither to gi^ 
nor to take any. Finally, if his Grace was pre* 
pared to give an assault, they were equally pre- 
pared to receive it. 

The Duke of Argyle was in reality in no con* 
dition. to attack the insurgents. He had not a 
amgle cannon to reply to those which they were 
already making play among his horses' feet ; and 
he calculated that, before he could advance upon 
dieir barricades, they must be able to discharge 
five rounds, and destroy a great portion of his 
army. He took a deliberate walk round the cita- 
del, and surveyed it both on the land and the sea 
aide. - But in no way could he devise a mode of 
assailing it without great bloodshed, and but little 
chance of success. Under this emergency, it is 

8 2 
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remufcftble thftt h\s voliutieen w«ra fkr loudnr itt* 
iheir omtciy for «a aMadc, thm the regniar portion* 
of bis anny. These genUemea, to all nfpmuamm, 
coald acarcdy be penoaded to nmiaui on tiiek*^ 
groiind, bat seefiaed ready e^ery moment to r«ak 
forvard against ythat lliey called the enemies of 
their cinl and religions freedom. When told, 
however, that it was their privikge, as ▼olnntecBB,' 
to advance before the regalar forces, and thns trj^ 
their fwtnne fest, they manifested, ev«n by th» 
allowance of an historian of dieir own eo»pleKion» 
a wondeiinlly ready disposition to approre of tiis 
Dnke^s proposals, to defer the enterprise till nei^ 
day. 

The Dnke haring accordingly retired, Boihnh 
began to reflect seriously on his situation. He 
was, in the fint place, acting against his orders, s». 
diat the least misfortme was likely to roin Idnr. 
Second, he had now become certain, from tlM re<* 
ports of friends, that, situated as EdKnbargh waa^ 
Iw had but a slender chance of taking it. it waa 
his own chance, more immediately, to be rednoed 
by the artillery whidi the Dnke of Argyle was 
preparing to bring against him. Erery thing eon;* 
eidered, he judged it his most prudent conne to 
resume the route from which he had dirked, hf 
returning to East Lothian, and from tiusace prosed 
cttttng his intended mardi into the south of Soot* 
land. 

When he had formed this resohitian^ he seat an 
express across die Firth in a boat, to acquaint tho 
Earl of Mar with bis advance to Edmbiirgb, and 
his intention of again retiring. As the boat lef^ 
the shore, he cansetl a shot to be flred after it, ibr 
the purpose of deceiving the crews of the neigh- 
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m§ Ihid il belmged t» ttieir frieadi^ mtdo no »tr 
toMft t» pievent il. This wtt at •o^eii o'eloek». 
iphii» Aero «a« 0101 dtyligfat. M mwh when tte 
nSglil W10 conpkt^ly 491 10^ MadbMosh led Im 
qanetlf Mit of Ae W^ and, eteidipg doog lb? ▼•€«»( 
beach towards the eaaft, paaMd the heed of the pior^ . 
wiih the mater reaehung oaly to the kneea of bis 
tMopa* Hia marob waa eomplelelj inobaen«d; 
fev, in 17ld» the people weva du^MBjr reticad to 
Mat ait nine o'doak ; aod no qmai bad haeo planV 
ed itt thai waaoapecled quarter. CcMstJoning hia. 
maich eaetviudy he reached MiiaMU>iu|;h beforo 
nidiight. There an viifortiiiiate accident took 
phieoi Some nonnted gentleBifln at ;the. end of 
Mnaaelhargb having fired upon the adfn^cingHigbr. 
faMdeaiy thejr adopted the idea thai all ndiom tbejr 
melon horaebaek were eneouea* Soon after, m 
gentleaan who had joined them that day <m hone* 
hackt Akxander Mallocb of MatrieabiU* * happen- 
ed to ride amongat the ranka of the retreating 
naannlainecca; wlm» being challenged in Gaelii3» 
and naahle to anaver intheaame langnagBy ho waa 
iaatanlly abol by hia own frienda. The Brigadier 
was extranely aooyfor.wbat had taken place; bnl 
he waa nnaUe e? en to teatif y the conunon reaped 
of a friend bf burying the deoeaaed. He had on- 
ly ainie to poiaeaa Umaelf of the money found np« 
on the oorpae-^dbonl aiidy guinoaa and then 
leav« it to the enea&y. 

Eariy on Sunday die lath, the HigblMiden had 
taken np a atreag poaition in Seton Heme, the 
aeal of their friend the Earl of Wintouny where a 
vsery aftrong garden-wall aerved them almoet aa wel 
for a fort aa the citadel they had jnat leOU From 
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this place A»f sent out p«rtie8»- which nmm fatovglit 
in a great quantity of prorisknis, wttbout ezperi- 
eacing the slightest risk. Here they were alaa 
joined this iky by a small parcel of llieir friends^ 
who, haying crossed the Frith a little further to 
the east, had not landed so soon^ and were not 
able to oyertbke them till now. 

Macintosh at the same time reeemd ' intelli* 
geace of the proceedings of 'the party which had 
been forced npon the Isle of May with the Earl 
of Strathmore. - At first, when they had still lea* 
sen to expect an attack from the crews of the meatt 
of war, ^ this gallant- little band had endeavonred 
to intrench themselves on the island, resolred, it 
8ppears,4o hold out to the very last. Their eooA- 
raander, a yonng nobleman of singular bravery, and 
romantically attached to the cause in which he had 
embarked, thus addressed his troops in the appro-' 
hension of an assault : — " Gentlemen, " said he, 
** we are embarked in a cause which should be 
dear to every Scotsman ; a cause promising no leaa 
than to free us from the English ;bon^hge intor 
which the enemies of our country have betrayed 
us* I hope you will exert youroeives on this oc- 
casion. For my own part, I shall make my sin- 
cerity yinble, by exposing 'my person where the 
greatest danger dSSm itself, thinking it my glory 
to die in this cause. " Animated by this speeich, 
the whole party, gentlemen and privates, gave 
their parole of honour to stand by his lordship to 
the last drop of their blood. But their resolution 
was fortunately not put to the test ; an opportu- 
nity being soon after found of getting back to File, 
irom whence they speedily rejoined the Earl of 
Mar at his head*quartera. * 



Tbe^ Dtike of Aigyle, wha^ oo S^ttnidf^ f^r- 
nwio* )iad vadQ prQp9r«tioiw M» be^ege |h« Higii- 
landeiB at heitk, oo •oonor lonmod tM ihoy bi4 
gfn«i to S^tQB H^vw^ tbaa be reaqlrad to p«l 
tbe Mme measure^ in force agtiiuit them tbere- 
M«r, b^wever» bad by tbi« tii«e jm4» a moTe- 
menty which pat «nch an altompt oat of hi» powiir* 
I^eammg at oooe thaii Maolaloab had adnumd to 
£diiib«igb» and thai Aigyle had left Stirling with 
tsonpa to succour the .city9 tlia iaanrgeat Genml 
tb«aght it neceaaary to mA» a imX marqh npoft 
the rpyaliat caniip» for the purpose of prodnoing a 
diffaKalon in foToor of hia detaduneat* The newa 
of hia haying left Penh to attack Stirling, raadbved 
Aigyle daring the night betwixt Soaday and Mon- 
dayt accompanied by the moat pieaaiug eotreaUea. 
fmi hia Uautonant» General Whilb»ni» that ho. 
wonld imwediataly rotom with the forpea he bed. 
taken away* He accordin^y quitted Edinburgh, 
on Monday aboat noon* not only abandoning bia 
daaipi of aaaailing the inaaigenta at Setop, bnt 
loavuig the city almoat aa midli expoaed aa ever 
to their atlaok. 

By going back to Stirling at the time he did* 
the Dnke may he aaid to hare joat aared hia die- 
tance. That eyeningi at four o'clock, Mar ba4 
arriyed at Donblane {m milea north of the royaliat 
camp) with fonr thonaand of hia troopa, aa mapy 
more remaining at Ancbtexarder, a few milea be- 
hind* Had not the army been reinforced thai 
night by the arriral of the Dnke and hia perty^ 
MiMT ought eaaily hayie forced the bridge naal 
morning, and overmn the South of Scotland. 

The Jaoabittt army waa now inoreaaed to the 
fffcUgtoua number olahont tmi tbouaand> llie ^forr 
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quia of Hmitly haying lately acceded wiUi op- 
wards of two thousand adherents. The forces 
were, as may easily be supposed, of a very mot- 
ley appearance. There were country gentlemen 
from Angns and Aberdeenshire, riding on stout 
horses, with sword and pistol, each dressed in his 
best laced • attire, and each attended by sernng- 
nlen, also armed, and also on horseback. Then 
there' were Highland gentlemen in the more pic- 
tvresqae garb of their country, with obeisant re- 
tibnes of clansmen on foot. The mass of the ar- 
my was composed of Lowland peasants, with anna 
slupg over their plain gray clothes, and of moun- 
taineers, almost naked, or at least wearing little 
more than one shirt-like garment. Two squadrons 
of cavalry, which Huntly had brought with him, 
cfzcited, under the name of light^hbrse, the derision 
of friends and foes ; being composed of stout bul- 
ky Highlandmen, mounted on little horses, each 
with his petit blue bonnet on his head, a long rusty 
musket slang athwart his back, and not one pos- 
sessed of boots or pistols, those articles so requi- 
site to the idea of a trooper. On arriving at Dun- 
blane, this puissant body of cavalry took two hours 
to dismount ; and it is the opinion of one who ob- 
served them, 3 that, if attacked by an enemy, they 
would have been as long before they were in rea- 
diness to receive him. ' 
~ On discovering that Argyle had returned to 
Stirling, Mar found it necessary to march back to 
Perth ; for which movement he himself apologizes 
by saying, that the country around Dunblilne was 
so much ravaged by the enemy, as to be unfit to 
support him, and that he could not well ledve the 
North-cOuntry ei^Mwed to the vengeance of ths 
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Earl of Sutherland, or tiirtbe Earl of Seafortb, 
Lochid, and other chiefs, had joined him with the 
minieroas bands which they ))ad .promised him. 
In retiring, however, he detached a party of two 
hundred foot, and a hundred horse, to lay the 
town of Dunfermline under contribution. This 
party proceeded by Castle Campbell, and lodged 
in a small village by the way. The Duke of 
Argyle, hearing of their movement, sent off a party 
of horse, under the command of Colonel Cathcart, 
to protect the town. At five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when the too confident insurgents were all 
sleeping in their beds, Cathcart's soldiers entered 
the village, without being discovered. Some gen- 
tlemen, who heard the noise, ran out to the street, 
and were immediately taken ; the rest,' under, the 
impression that the whole of the Duke's army was 
upon them, did not dare to stir from the houses, 
but permitted themselves to be seized without re- 
sistance. Thus, some very important adherents 
were lost to the Earl of Mar ; as Mr Gordon of 
Craig, Mr Hamilton of Gibstown in Strathbogie, 
Mr Murray, brother to the Laird of Abercaimey, 
Mr Hay, son of Hay of Parbroath, and Mr Patrick 
Gordon, eldest son of the Laird of Abertour. 
Trifling as the transaction was, it is perhaps worthy 
of the particular attention of the reader, as show- 
ing very conspicuously, -what is above all things 
remarkable in the history of these domestic wans, 
that both puties had alike the active courage ne- 
cessary to make an attack, but were greviously 
deficient in the passive fortitude necessary for sus- 
taining an assmilt, and also of that promptitude of 
mind which is required for. suggesting a proper 
conne of conduct, after the plans of the enemy 
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quia of Hnntly having lately acceded with up- 
wards of two thousand adherents. The forces 
were, as may easily be supposed, of a very mot- 
ley appearance. There were cooutry gentlemen 
from Angus and Aberdeenshire, riding on stoat 
horses, with sword and pistol, each dressed in his 
best laced attire, and each attended by serving- 
nien, also armed, and also on horseback. Then 
there' were Highland gentlemen in the more pic- 
turesque garb of their country, with obeisant re- 
tiHanes of clansmen on foot. The mass of the ar- 
ray was composed of Lowland peasants, with arms 
stupg over their plain gray clothes, and of moun- 
taineers, almost naked, or at least wearing little 
more than one shirt-like garment. Two squadrons 
of cavalry, which' Huntly had brought with him, 
excited, under the name of light-hm^e, the derision 
of friends and foes ; being composed of stout bal- 
ky Highlandmen, mounted on little horses, each 
with his petit blue bonnet on bis head, a long rusty 
musket slung athwart his back, and not one pos- 
sessed of boots or pistols, those articles so requi- 
site to the idea of a trooper. On arriving at Dun- 
blane, this puissant body of cavtilry took two hours 
to dismount ; and it is the opinion of one who ob- 
served them, 3 that, if attacked by an enemy, they 
would have been as long before they were in rea- 
diness to receive him. 

' On discovering that Argyle had returned to 
Stirling, Mar fouud it necessary to march back to 
Perth ; foi* which movement he himself apologizes 
by saying, that the country around Dunblitne was 
so much ravi^ed by the enemy, as to be unfit to 
support him, and that he could not well leave the 
North-country exposed to the vengeance of th^ 
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Earl ef SatherUmd, or tiirtfae Earl of Seafordi, 
Lochiel, and other chiefs, had joined him with the 
nnnieroiis bands which they )iad .promised him. 
In retiring, however, he detadied a party of two 
handred foot, and a hundred horse, to .lay the 
town of Dunfermline under contribution. This 
party proceeded by Castle Campbell, and lodged 
in a small village by the way. The Duke of 
Ai^le, hearing of their movement, sent o£f a party 
of horse, under the command of Colonel Cathcart, 
to protect the town. At five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when the too confident insurgents were all 
sleeping in their beds, Cathcart's soldiers entered 
the village, without being discovered. Some gen- 
tlemen, who heard the noise, ran out to the street, 
and were immediately taken ; the rest,' under, the 
impression that the whole of the Duke's army was 
upon them, did not dare to stir from the houses, 
but permitted themselves to be seized without re- 
aistanoe. Thus, some very important adherents 
were lost to the Earl of Mar ; as Mr Gordon of 
Craig, Mr Hamilton of Gibstown in Strathbogie, 
Mr Murray, brother to the Laird of Abercaimey, 
Mr Hay, son of Hay of Parbroatb, and Mr Patrick 
Gordon, eldest son of the Laird of Abertour. 
Trifling as ibe transaction was, it is perhaps worthy 
of the particular attention of the reader, as show- 
ing very conspicuously, what is above all things 
remarkable in the history of these domestic wans, 
that both parties bad alike the active courage ne- 
cessary to make an attack, but were greviously 
deficient in the passive fortitude necessary for sub- 
tiuning an aasmilt, and also of that promptitude of 
mind which is required for . suggesting a proper 
coniae of conduct, after the i^ans of the enemy 
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quia of Hrnitly having lately acceded with up- 
wards of two thousand adherents. The forces 
were, as may easily be supposed, of a very mot«> 
ley appearance. There were country gentlemen 
from Angus and Aberdeenshire, riding on stout 
horses, with sword and pistol, each dressed in his 
best laced ' attire, and each attended by servings 
nien, also armed, and also on horseback. Then 
there' were Highland gentlemen in the more pie- 
turesque garb of their country, with obeisant re- 
titaues of clansmen on foot. The mass of the ar- 
my was composed of Lowland peasants, wiUi arms 
slupg over their plain gray clothes^ and of moun- 
taineers, almost naked, or at least wearing little 
more than one shirt-like garment. Two squadron^ 
of cavalry, which' Huntly had brought with him, 
elicited, under the name of light-horse, the derision 
of friends and foes ; being composed of stout bul- 
ky Highlandmen, mounted on little horses, each 
with his petit blue bonnet on bis head, a long rusty 
musket slung athwart his back, and not one pos- 
sessed of boots or pistols, those articles so requi- 
site to the idea of a trooper. On arriving at Dua- 
biane, this piiissant body of cavfilry took two hours 
to dismount ; and it is the opinion of one who ob- 
served them, 3 that, if attacked by an enemy, they 
would have been as long before they were in rea- 
diness to receive him. 

' On discovering that Argyle had returned to 
Stirling, Mar found it necessary to march back to 
Perth ; for which movement he himself apologizes 
by saying, that the country around Dunblkne was 
so much ravaged by the enemy, as to be unfit to 
support him, and that he could not well leaive the 
North-country ei^Mwed to the vengeance of the 
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Earl of Sathfsland, or tilltbe Earl of Seafordi, 
Lochid, and other chiefs, had joined him with the 
nnraerons bands which they )Mid .promised him. 
In retiring, however, he detadied a party of two 
hundred foot, and a hundred horse, to Jay the 
town of Dunfermline under contribution. This 
party proceeded by Castle Campbell, and lodged 
in a small village by the way. The Duke of 
Argyle, hearing of their moFement, sent ofiP a party 
of horse, under the command of Colonel Cathcart, 
to protect the town. At fire o clock in the morn- 
ing, when the too confident insuigents were all 
aleeping in their beds, Cathcart's soldiers entered 
the Tillage, without being discoyered. Some gen- 
tlemen, who heard the noise, ran out to the street, 
and were immediately taken ; the rest,' under, the 
impression that the whole of the Duke's army was 
upon them, did not dare to stir from the houses, 
but permitted themseWes to be seized without re- 
aistanoe. Thus, some very important adherents 
were lost to the Earl of Mar ; as Mr Gordon of 
Craig, Mr Hamilton of Gibstown in Strathln^ie, 
Mr Murray, brother to the Laird of Abercaimey, 
Mr Hay, son of Hay of Parbroath, and Mr Patrick 
Gordon, eldest son of the Laird of Abertour. 
Trifling as the transaction was, it is perhaps worthy 
of the particular attention of the reader, as show- 
ing very conspicuously, what is above all things 
remarkable in the history of these domestic wans, 
that both parties had alike the active courage ne- 
cessary to make an attack, but were grevionaiy 
deficient in the passive fortitude necessary for sus- 
taining an aaaanlt, and also of that promptitude of 
mind which, is required for . suggesting a proper 
coune of conduct, after the plans of the enemy 
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quia of Hnntly haying lately acceiled with up- 
wards of two thousand adherents. The forces 
were, as may easily be supposed, of a very mot-> 
ley appearance. There were country gentlemen 
from Angus and Aberdeenshire, riding on stout 
horses, with sword and pistol, each dressed in bis 
best laced attire, and each attended by serving- 
nien, also armed, and also on horseback. Hien 
there' were Highland gentlemen in the more pic- 
turesque garb of their country, with obeisant re- 
tinues of clansmen on foot. The mass of the ar- 
ray was composed of Lowland peasants, with arms 
slnpg over their plain gray clothes, aad of moun- 
taineers, almost naked, or at least wearing little 
more than one shirt-like garment. Two squadrons 
of cavalry, which Huntly had brought with him, 
excited, under the name of light^hbrse, the derision 
of friends and foes ; being composed of stout bul- 
ky Highlandmen, mounted on little horses^ each 
with his petit blue bonnet on bis head, a long rusty 
musket slung athwart his back, and not one pos- 
sessed of boots or pistols, those articles so requi- 
site to the idea of a trooper. On arriving at Dun- 
blane, this puissant body of cavitlry took two hours 
to dismount ; and it is the opinion of one who ob- 
served them, 3 that, if attacked by an enemy, they 
would have been as long before they were in rea- 
diness to receive him. 

' On discovering that Argyle had returned to 
Stirling, Mar found it necessary to march back to 
Perth; foi' which movement he himself apologizes 
by saying, that the country around Dunblane was 
so much ravaged by the enemy, as to be unfit to 
support him, and that he could not well leave the 
North-country exposed to the vengeance of tbi» 
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Earl of Svtherland, or tilltbe EaH of Snforcfa, 
Lochiel, and other chiefs, had jomed him with the 
BQineroas bands which they )Mid .promised him. 
In retiring, however, he detadied a party of two 
hundred foot, and a hundred horse, to .lay the 
town of Dunfermline under contribution. This 
party proceeded by Castle Campbell, and lodged 
in a small village by the way. The Duke of 
Aigyle, hearing of their movement, sent o£f a party 
of horse, under the command of Colonel Cathcart, 
to protect the town. At five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when the too confident insurgents were all 
sleeping in their beds, Cathcart's soldiers entered 
the yiUage, without being discovered. Some gen- 
tlemen, who heard the noise, ran out to the street, 
and were immediately taken ; the rest,' under, the 
impression that the whole of the Duke's army was 
upon them, did not dare to stir from the houses, 
but permitted themselves to be seized without re- 
fiiBtance. Thus, some very important adherents 
were lost to the Earl of Mar ; as Mr Gordon of 
Craig, Mr Hamilton of Gibstown in Strathbogle, 
Mr Murray, Ivother to the Laird of Abercaimey, 
Mr Hay, son of Hay of Parbroath, and Mr Patrick 
Gordon, eldest son of the Laird of Abertour. 
Trifling as the transaction was, it is perhaps worthy 
of the particular attention of the reader, as show- 
ing very conspicuously, what is above all things 
remarkable in the history of these domestic warn, 
that both parties had alike the active courage ne- 
cessary to make an attack, but were grevioualy 
deficient in the passive fortitude necessary for sus- 
taining an assault, and also of that promptitude of 
mind which is required for . suggesting a proper 
coone of conduct, after the plana of the enemy 
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quia of Hiiiitly having lately acceded with up- 
wards of two thousand adherents. The forces 
were, as may easily be supposed, of a very root- 
ley appearance. There were country gentlemen 
from Angus and Aberdeenshire, riding on stout 
horses, with sword and pistoU each dressed in his 
best laced attire, and each attended by serving* 
nien, also armed, and also on horseback. Then 
there' were Highland gentlemen in the more pic- 
tiiresque garb of their country, with obeisant re- 
tibues of clansmen on foot. The mass of Uie ar- 
my was composed of Lowland peasants, wi^ arms 
slnpg over their plain gray clothes, aad of moun- 
taineers, almost naked, or at least wearing little 
more than one shirt-like garment. Two squadron^ 
of cavalry, which' Huntly had brought with him, 
e'xcited, under the name of light-horse, the derision 
of friends and foes ; being composed of stout bul- 
ky Highlandmen, mounted on little horses, each 
with his petit blue bonnet on bis head, a long rusty 
musket slung athwart his back, and not one pos- 
sessed of boots or pistols, those articles so requi- 
site to the idea of a trooper. On arriving at Dun- 
blane, this puissant body of cavalry took two hours 
to dismount ; and it is the opinion of one who ob- 
served them, ^ that, if attacked by an enemy, they 
would have been as long before they were in rea- 
diness to receive him. 

" On discovering that Argyle had returned to 
Stirling, Mar found it necessary to march back to 
Perth ; iw which movement he himself apologizes 
by saying, that the country around Dunblkne was 
so much ravaged by the enemy, as to be unfit to 
support him, and that he could not well leave the 
North-country exposed to the vengeance of the 
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Earl of Sntlierkiid, or tiilthe Earl of SMforOi. 
Lochidy and other chiefs, had jomed him with the 
nanaeroiis hands which they )>ad .promised him. 
In retiring, however, he detadbed a party of two 
hmidred foot, and a hmidred horse, to lay the 
town of Dunfermline mider contribution. This 
party proceeded by Castle Campbell, and lodged 
in a small village by the way. The Duke of 
Ai^le, hearing of their movement, sent ofiP a party 
of horse, under the command of Colonel Cathcart, 
to protect the town. At five o clock in the morn- 
ing, when the too confident insui^ents were all 
sleeping in their beds, Cathcart's soldiers entered 
the viUago, without being discoyered. Some gen- 
tlemen, who heard the noise, ran out to the street, 
and were immedntely taken ; the rest/ under, the 
impression that the whole of the Duke's army was 
upon them, did not dare to stir from the houses, 
but permitted themselves to be seized without re- 
aistance. Thus, some very important adherents 
were lost to the Earl of Mar ; as Mr Gordon of 
Craig, Mr Hamilton of Gibstown in Strathlx^ie, 
Mr Murray, brother to the Laird of Abercairney, 
Mr Hay, son of Hay of Parbroath, and Mr Patrick 
Gordon, eldest son of the Laird of Abertour. 
Trifling as the transaction was, it is perhaps worthy 
of the particular attention of the reader, as show- 
ing yery conspicuously, * what is above all things 
remarkable in the history of these domestic warn, 
that both parties had alike the active courage ne- 
cessary to make an attack, but were greviously 
deficient in the passive fortitude necessary for sus- 
taining an aaaanlt, and also of that promptitude of 
mind which is required for. suggesting a proper 
conxse of conduct, after the plans of the enemy 



tin dttfeldped. To lay a ^ agaiiMl the fie» «iid 
•Wn to execute it wilk ekiU^ seeme to be 4 eiraplB 
Mid a GODHBOii matter with iwldten who ave iv- 

> 

f^tly dtavm firom dril life ; bat io form what 
may be called the repartee to sacb an altvdc^ la 
evidently as ratv a power in troops of. that kkidy 
as the fiumlty of pertinent reply is remarked to lie 
in ordinary conversation.. 

MeaawkHe, BrigacUw Mafelntorii remmiied in 
Seton Honse^ e&pecting every hoar to be boitt* 
barded by the Dake of Argyk. Had he learned 
daring die coarse of Monday^ or even early «a 
Tooiday, that the Dake had returned to Stiiimg, 
It is probable he woald have made anothw atteaiqi^i 
Upon Bdinboigfa. Bat he seens to have bemi 
kept in %nt>ranoe of tfait HEtct, by a band of volna- 
leer gentlemen, who, under the command of Lords 
Rothes and Torphicfaen, and assisted by a troop 
of Argyle's dn^oons, patroled betwixt l^ton and 
the capital, occasionally marching up and btavido- 
ing him leidiin a mile of hk plaoe of Artngth. On 
Tnesday, ere any intelfilence of ibe real condition 
of Edinbargh had yet reached ym, a boat landed 
ai the adjacent little harfooor of Bartsetony bring- 
ing him an answet to the message which he. fa*i 
dMpatched to the Earl of Mer from the Leith 
citadeL By tfab letter, he was commanded to 
proceed widumt further dday towards die Bor- 
ders, and there form a junction wtdi the genth»- 
men of die North of England and South of Scot- 
lan^ who, aocording to Mar's lateUigence^ were 
then rising in great strength, aldmagh they bad 
requested him to send them a si^ly of loot^ to 
complete the appearance of an anay. 

Maclntoeh accordingly set oat next morning, 



bis whole .etojingtk) directing iii». ijaaarcli 
libi)?.Q|gh the lonely wastes of XAwmermoor. la 
IMssing hy Hecmandston Hoase, he couid scarcely 
he prevftiled apoa to spare it from fire, on account 
of an o£Eence which its proprietor. Doctor Sinclair^ 
tiad lately committed against his party. 

E^ly in October, the Marquis of Tweeddal% 
X^rd iJeutenant of Haddingtonshire, had girea 
particular injunctions to his deputy-lieutenants to 
enforce the laws against Papists and suspected 
peraonsy hy binding them over to keep the peace, 
and seizing their horses and arms* Tins order 
jiras strictly in -terms of existing acts of Parlia- 
ment, and moreoi^er, was sanctioned by a lata 
/e^Hvtoand from his Majesty. Yet it was evident^ 
eseA to the genemtion of loyalists which lired in 
1715, that a hiw putting so much arbitrary power 
into, the ha^ds oif one set of country gentlemeii 
ngainst another^ would require to be acted upoa 
with great discretion. 

. In the oaae under notice, it seems to have beeu 
nbnaed as a means of venting feelings of private 
pique and revenge. On the very day when the 
daputy-lieutenants of Haddingtonshure received 
iheir charge from Lord .Tweeddale, two of tliem^, 
Pr Siedair of Hermandston, and Mr Hepburn of 
HumlMe, formed the resoUitioa of going nex^ 
woming, under cover of it, and assailing a gentle- 
man of their neighbourhpo4 Mr Hepburn of Keith, 
egiainst whom they had a grud^s. At the time 
ihay bad appointed for the exiecotion oi thisachemety 
Dr fiiaelanr appeared at the rendezvous with a 
nvusher ef armed attendants; when^ not finding 
associate amved, be proceeded forward 19 

T 7 



Keitli by himME As lie went, lie enjoin e j Ui 
|Hmy that, in ctsa of ibdiiig resntaace, they sInmsM 
not fire till first the Letrd of Keith should 4fe «t 
iJiem ; and, oh coming new the house, he rq)efttttd 
these orders. Mr Hephom of KeiUi, being in- 
formed that a party was at his gate commanded 
by Smelair, at once understood the object of lus 
^it, but called for a sight of the Doctor's ordeim 
Sinclair immediately sent forward a serrant, wbe^ 
finding* no admittance at the gate, offered the Mar- 
quis of Tweeddale's commission to Mr Hephms 
at the dining-room window. The fiery Jacobite 
Openly scouted at the commission, crying, ** Grod 
damn the Marquis and the Doctor both ! " • Blrt 
the servant, thinking that, upon eonsul^g with his 
friends within, he might agree to terms of subaue- 
sion, continued standmg near the gate, that henught 
carry back a message to his master. Hepb«ii'e»> 
tertained no such intentimi. Animated by fiseUags 
exactly correspondent with those of Dr Sinclaiiv 
he had resolved to go out and encounter bis as- 
sailants. Staying only till he and his friends had 
mounted their horses, he sallied suddenly from the 
gate, fired a pistol at the servai^ which wounded 
him in two different places, and then, ad?aiicii^ 
to Dr Sinclair, who stood near the outer gate, 
etruck him a severe blow upon the head- with hia 
kword. His daughters^ who remained within the 
house, were heard, at this moment, callkig •to eae 
another that they should see fine sport ; the parly 
rage of the time havmg entered even the breasts 
of the gentler part of creation. But the sport 
which they saw was such as to call forth very dif- 
^rent feelings. 8iiidair*s men returned the aa- 
^^It of old Keitb, by firing a volley, which hud 
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1^ yowgiff ami dMid iqm the gvoand. Tfae diir 
^Craeted father, with bis lemaiiiiiig ton aad (nesdvy 
knaMdiitilf broke away, and joined the troo|Mi of 
Mr Fonter in the north of England. 

Ymtng Hqibwrn waa the fint nun lutted in the 
inanrreotionary war of 1715, and bis death eseit* 
«d the anbemded indignation of die Jaeobitea 
ahnwigbeat the kmgdom* The fint impake of 
Brigadier Macintosh, on passing near the boose 
itf die gentleman blamed for the 8)sogbter» waa 
to bam it. . He was enlf dissnaded from doing ao 
a^ the* intercession of Mr Miller of Magdmm aad 
Mr Menides of Woodend, who represented to him, 
that rsinng fire at this place woold be bnt the,sig* 
iwl §09 tk tboasand ether each acts, of Tiolence to 
both parties tfarosighottt the kingdom. As a less 
Amgmosinflietifm, Lord Nairn ^sensed his Highr 
lsnde»' to plunder the house of every thing wfcsck 
was of ibe least valne, or which they coold coiir 
teniently carry. 

" On the march of the preceding day, some of the 
eroops bad straggled or deserted; and Geaeml 
•Wigbtman,* whom the Duke of Argyle bad )eft la 
ceftdnci the defences of £^bai]g^, oomisig dose 
«p behind the march of the retiring host, caploA- 
•«d ibeae men, and carried them prisoners to Edine 
bnrgb.' Itshonkl ako be mentioned, thataboa^ 
forty of Uie Higbbmders, who had been left in tbe 
Isrt at Leitb, (too jnnch iotoxicated with the biaiir 
'dy^ey had {Hrocnred m the cnstomhoaae to maieb 
%rlili thmr companions), were seised and treated in 
a^simibar manner. About ten mor^ who had M- 
Isn behind, on the mardi to Seten» were appre- 
hended by the Tolnnteer eerps. AU tibese num 



#«ite' k^t kk ^Httknae tilt the end of the W9ty mS 
dien liberftted. 

' " Mftclhtosb, witk fourteen hundred nwti, eonti- 
nued his march next day to Dnime, where he pr6^ 
(shditilBd the CheTatier, and eoMeeted the pnMic're^ 
vieniie0» ' On the morning of Salnrday the IBSd, 
he advanced to meet the English inenrgentd si 
Melfio, which wais the point of rende^fons pre* 
tiddly fixed upon. 

A 'party of loyal tolnnteers hod here asBembl^ 
Mriief time before, tinder the command of Sir Wll% 
tiiun Bennet of Gmbbet, the early ftiend cf the 
poet Tliomflon, and himself a literary man of «oiii^ 
i^ishi eminence. But, on learning that the terrfhi^ 
drigadier Was coming their way, the whole ha«id 
(ffBciutted the town with the ntmest preoipitatiooi 
the gentlemen retiring to Edinbnrgh, and the eonl* 
toOB people quietly resuming liieir civil occnptt* 
^ns. 

The English insurgents were the first to reach 
tho town, which they did early in Saturday titer- 
ttoon. Leatning thei^ that die Hi^landers were 
within ft few miks of Uie place, the Scottilli cst^ 
iralry wonld net be contented with waiting' npein 
them, but marched out to Ednam Bridge; and 8*> 
Iftted them with expressions of oomplimecit' sid^ 
ilblo to their high merit, conducting them aftet^ 
wards to town in a sort oi trinnph, while thehj^ 
ffipes played their most Tociferotis |nbrochs. fro 
'two bodies thus united, amounted in nfl to felMv 
>teen hundred foot and sk hundred horse, a <9iM 
of i^e latter dirision being s^rants. It dboidd'be 
inetttioned, that the S6uth*countary JacoMteaitisUl . 
by Kenmure, Wint<ran, aiid Catiiwiitfai wnik-llh 
eluded in this computation, they baring joined Mr 
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Fonter in England, some time before the xeaoln* 
tion to march to Keho was adopted. 

The aoeoeeding day was ^nt ia ^propriate 
leligioas exercises^ without the least admixti»e o£ 
aeccdar or military business. The troops were or- 
dsied out in the morning by Visooont Kenmwe^ 
who commanded when in Scotland ; and, at the 
proper honr, they were marched to attend servioe 
in the magnificent abbey oi Dand the First, thea 
redoced to the condition of a Presbyterian parish 
diorch. The congrsgation was composed of Ca- 
thoUcSy Episcopalians, and Ftesbytenans ; but, as 
there were no mimsters to be had, except of the 
aocon d of these denominations, the English mode 
of service was necessarily made to serve for all* 
Mr Boston, who has been alre^y mentioned, read 
prayers ; altker which Mr Patten, chiqiJain to Mr 
Forster, preached a sermon frpm Deuteronomy, 
zxi. 17, " The right of the first-bom is his. " In 
the afternoon, an old Scottish EpiscqMlian dergy- 
nan of the nanM of Irrine, who acted as chap- 
lain to the Earl of Camwath, delivered a disconise, 
fall of serious exhortations to his heaiers^to be 
steady in the cause of their kgitiaoate soveieigft^; 
which discourse, by his own information to Mr 
Forster, he had preached, nearly thirty years be- 
fore, to Lord Dundee and his army in the High- 
lands. It was remarked by a person present, that 
the Highlanders, on this occasion, behaved with 
the. utmost decency wh3e in church, uttering the 
icspoBses according to the rubric with a degree •of 
readiness, and also of solemn feelmg, which might 
hava ashamed many who pretended to- higher in« 
lelligenee and better breeding. 

T.2 
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' Next day, M&ndMf, October S4th, tbe wImH 
army was drawn up in the ehnrchyard, and ttienee 
inarched to the market-crofls, with colom flyingv 
drums beatiog» and bagpipes playing. Al the croee 
^ whole were formed into a cirde> in the e&mttm 
of which stood the chiefis and Mcen. Silenoe 
being then enjoined, and a trumpet sounded, Mr 
Seton of Barnes, claimant of the vacant earldom 
Of Dunfermline, read out the proclamation of Kmg 
James the Eighth. After that was conchided, Iw 
read the Earl of Mar's Manifesto, (as printed in 
the third section of this narratiTe) ; at the end of 
wfiich, the people shouted, ** No Union! No Malt* 
tax ! No Salt-tax ! " and the insurgents subseqiUB^ 
ly dispersed peaceably to their quarters. 

They remained in Kelso three days^ during 
which they seized some pieces of cannon which Sir 
IVilliam Bennet had brought from Hume CasUe ; 
cannon which, in former times had been employed 
on the walls of that ancient fortress, to annoy the 
-English armies in their incursions into ScoUandL 
'At Kelso, as at Dunse and other places, Maela* 
tosh appropriated all the public revenues to the 
:il8e of the army. His Highlanders were, in ge* 
neral, civil to the country people ; but they plun- 
dered the houses of several loyal gentlemen in the 
- neighbourhood, in particular the mansions of Sir 
John Pringle of Stitchel, and Mr BailKe of Jewia- 
wood. li^ey destroyed all the com they could 
find upon the estates of these gentlemen, and, 
among other things, carried away a prodigious load 
of pewter dishes, to be melted down into bnlletk ' 

There were now two plans for the ftirther eon- 
tinct of the army. Ooab was to march direedy in* 
to England, and give bMde to General CarpeiMir» 
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#kd, tiwy learned, wm eomiag towards t&em&rat 
Neweastle^ with about nine hundred regular, but 
▼ery raw troops. This was advocated chiefly by 
the English portion of the army. The second 
■eheme was to follow out the design with whidi 
Mar had sent the Highlanders across the Forth, 
1^ proceeding ctirectly upon Stirling, to break up 
ibe Duke of Argyle's camp, or at least to make m 
detour by thewest, reduce the towns of Dumfries 
and Glasgow, join the insurgent clans of the West 
Highlands, and then attack the King's army. £i* 
tfaer scheme was good. By beating General Carpen** 
tor, which they were almost ime to do from the 
paucity, rawness, and fatigue of his troops, they 
would have given their cause the lustre of a vic- 
tory, and drawn many accessions to their force. By 
breiaking up the Duke of Argyle's camp, whi(^ 
they were almost as sure to do, especially if acted 
up to by a co-operative movement on the part of 
the Earl of Mar^ they would have removed what 
had hitherto been the only bar to the progress of 
the Chevaliers arms, and given him at least the 
Widisputed possession of Scotland. 

Unfortunately, the two various portions of the 
army split irreconcileably upon these two projects ; 
so that their Generals found it impossible to adopt 
either course. As a sort of equivocal measure, it 
was determined to march along the B^nrder to» 
awards the south-west, thus neither offending the 
Highlanders by an advance upon England, nor the 
English by a direct march into Scotland. They 
decamped from Kelso, on Thursday the 27th of 
Oetober, taking the high road to Jedhorgh. Th« 
movcEiient waa.an nnfoftnnate one ; for Carpenter, 
aeiA day falling into their track from the neigh* 
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Iworhood of Yetholm, whefe he liad CMKoned all 
night, immediately gave them the appearance of a 
fogitiye anny. Nor can it be concealed, that they 
really did feel strangely alanned at the idea oif 
%hting the wretched handful of troops which 
thns parsning them. 

The reader will perhaps find some difficulty i 
helienng the anecdote up<m which this assertkiD 
IS made. In marching to Jedburgh, the horse, it 
must be observed, did not go with the foot ; they 
marched on a-head at their own pace, without ap- 
parently thinking that the pedestrians required theur 
protection : and, accordingly, they arrived at Jed- 
burgh in one body, while their humbler companiooa 
were still two miles behind. The infantry thus 
exposed, were suddenly alarmed by the appearance 
of a body of their own men on the uplands to the 
right ; mistaking which for the army of General 
Carpenter, although he was expected to advance 
from a directly opposite quarter, they sent an ex- 
press forward to the horse, requesting them te 
come to their assistance. The messi^e was deH- 
▼ered to Lord Kenmure, Brigadier Maclatoshy 
and other principal officers, as they were standing 
together upon the High Street of Jedhmgh ; Im^ 
being uttered in haste and not very coh^vantlyy it 
was mistaken by a gentleman present for an an* 
nouncement that the Highlanders ware, attacked 
by Lord Lumley, who had lately raised a body of 
light horse in Northumberland, aad got a commia- 
sion to pursue and endeavour to suppress the in- 
surgents. Accordingly, this person, whose im- 
agination at once supplied him with the whole 
facts of a most alarming case, galloped away 
through the streets, crying aloud to all the partiea 
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hi^ tnMf, ^ Mount, genttemen, mount ! Moimt for 
God's sake ! Lumley is upon the foot, cuttings them 
ht pieces I " An announcement so terribley. acting 
upon the minds of men previously excited by xm* 
Hotts apprehensions, and who could not correct 
their surmises by the least certain intelligence^ pro* 
duced, it may be supposed, no little constematioB» 
Some of those who stood beside the general, tona 
off the white cockades from their hats, to mako 
themselves appear guiltless in the eyes of those by 
whom they expected to be immediately takes. 
Otiiers sought places of concealment throughout 
the town. The greater part eventually mounted 
tbeir horses and marched out to join the foot ; btct 
^t'so strong was the impriession that they were 
devoted to destruction, that many of even thiiB 
more resolute band were observed weeping Uhe 
Mldren. 

It may be remarked, in paMiation of tins con^ 
duet, that men should not be judged from their be** 
hanour under too trying circumstances. It would 
seem to be absolutely necessary, or to be ao more 
than fair play to soldiers of any kind, lliat their 
commanders should be perfectly confident in their 
intelligence of the disposition and numbers of the 
enemy, and that there should be a complete gene* 
rai assurance throughout the army of a resolution 
to support each' other. The same meawho be- 
haved in so cowardly a manner at Jedburgh, aft«P- 
^ards, when better assured of each otheri acted 
with creditable resolution at Preston. 

The insnrgents remained at Jedburgh two days, 
during whidb' a subsidy of oatmeal was raised 
among th6 inhabitants. It being soon found that 
iSbey were nearer England than General Carpentef , _ 



9SS BRIGADISa MACINTOSH. 

Mod Blight get the start of him in nmrcltiiig iafO 
that €0«iiiiy, a proposal was agitated in eevne^-tf 
strike orerthe hills into North Tynedale ; wbidl 
seheme seemed so leasable in the eyes of the Bag* 
luAk aivaliers, that they took it upon i^iem to f^ 
patdb a peraon thither, ^ to provide qnartersfottlM 
army. >Bat, the Highlanders being still resolute 
in dieir sTersion to such a mo?ement, they wev& 
•ventoally obliged to march towards Hawick, ^ 
town ten miles farther to the sotfth*west, nloag die 
Seottish side of the Border. 
' Here the disputes between the Low-ooontrymeft 
and Highlanders became almost an open rvptore; 
Brigadier Macintosh had been all along sin mA<^ 
▼ocate for fighting Gena:Bl Carpenter. At Jed* 
boi|^h, when requested to persuade bis men ti> 
BUH^ch into England, he had struck his pike into 
the ground, and told the Northumbrian gentry that 
he would not stir a step himself, nor permit his 
men to stir either, till he had fought the enemy. 
He was sure, he said, to beat the Carpenter ; bnt^ 
if he wus to be defeated, he would rather be do* 
feated in his own country, where he could make b 
much better shift with his bad fortune than in 
Engkmd.^ His men^ now probably inspired with the 
same sentiment, came to a halt on Hawick Mxdtv 
and arowed their steady resolution to maroh b* 
tether in their present route. The English horsey 
exasperated at their pervers^iess, threatened to sar'*> 
roirad them,' and force them to march. But they cock* 
ed their pistols, and deliberately told ^etr associates, 
that if they were to he mode a sacfifice> they were 
determiBed it should be in thmr own country 
After many high words, they at length agreed to 
ksep by the English insn^nts so long as they v»» 
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aoMiwd in Seotknd, but tworey il asf muf9mmi$ 

ilelf leave tbeai. 

On Sudajr, the SOth of Oetober» the ivMe 
avmy^inaiched from Hawick to Laii§^iol»9 in i a p" 
leiilly under a reedbtion to attack Diim£ne8» wUck 
ibe Soots r^resented to the English as likely lo 
he an excellent lallying pcMatfw their firiendsy and 
as a capital pert fmr receimg snppliea bodi from 
abMadaad from the Earl of Mar ; the sea on the 
west side of the island being far freer of Englisk 
waiwYessels than the German Ocean* On their 
raaeh^^ Langholm, a gentleman who had lingerod 
behind for intelligenoe» came np to acqaaint them 
tbtt he had that morning se^ Carpenter s troopa 
entor Jedburgh, and that they were so oztreMoly 
jaded as to seem almost incapable of. resistamBO* 
Yet> lon the Viscoant Kenmnre representing thia 
to a eomoil of war^ it was not fonnd possible to 
come to any resolntimi to take advantage of it» 
Hie tamer measore of falliag upon Dumfries waa 
lii0 utmost which the Scots could get the.Englkk 
to consent to. 

Early in the mommg of the 31st of October, a 
party of lour hmidred hoiae was sent fwward to 
keep Dumfries in check till the maia body should 
auveh up to attack it ; and this body proceeded att 
the way tofi^ket-ridge, while the remainder were 
just peeing to quit Laaghohn. They were mot 
ait Blacket-ridge by an ezprsss from their ftienda 
at Dumfries,. hiforming them of an immense body 
of vs^witeers wko had assembled in the town for 
its protectum, and beseeclmig them'not to try their 
4oeth OB so obdumte a mcrnmL <^ As thoy lost^^no 
time in sendii^ back tUa imeUigence to the gene* 
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fal, il WW eoMBiiioicftladi to the main body oi Am 
umy oa Ji mair three . aules west of Luigliola% 
whither they had proceeded on their maich tm 
Dqanfriea. ImmediaSely, the former diMewriwi 
araae between the EngJirfi juid Scots; the fint 
i^egti^ that, since jthey oeold hare no hopes of 
Dumfries, they shonld now determine for RnglMMf^ 
attd the Highlanders as obstinately holdmg to tbeir 
er^^Ml design of co^operatiDg with the Bail of 
iHt, A halt was called^ and, the case being <ie>* 
liberated vpon by all the officers, exc^t the Enii 
of Wintonn and Brigadier Macintosh, who w«Ba 
at some distanoei it was lesolyed that they should 
iafade the west of England, proyided only ikey 
eoiild obtain the consent of the two ofhcm net 
pieaanty who hadalways hitherto taken the lead in 
epipottng such a measmw. A gentleman was in- 
^antly despatched, to ascertain if Wintonn .and 
Maclntesh wonld agree to j^ir project. He 
lonnd the Brigadier in the middle of the nwet 
Esk,^ in the act of 8tq>ping aboot three hnndred of 
his men, who, already aware of the design of tak* 
ing them into England, had commenced a retreat 
towards the Highlsnds. Borlnm was now less 
indisposed to the counsels of the Ei^lish than 
formerly. On the gentleman delivering his me»> 
ssge, he cried, '' Why the Devil not into England^ 
wfaeie. there is both meati^men, and money ? '* It 
wonld appear that thb veteran, who, with all ins 
military merit, was loudly accused of a meoa de* 
sire of personal profit Inom his enterprise, had 
been gained ever by the prospects held out te 
htas by the English gentleman, of .the exeeUest 
ipiffffHPP he. would have in the land of the Snathpon. 
Ue acoordiBgly exerted himself on the present oo- 
'^•oion to prevail upon his men to obey the wishes 
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«£»the cmiQciL > In the cad, fa# raeoeMled with liy» 
&r tfae«greater put ; bat yet there were about Bw 
hundred, iHio» resbtingall hiBargmnents, nmrcbed 
•ff to the Nenb, with their arms ; beiiig, they flaid, 
mooe mlling to trust to the mercy ef their eemnry 
IB8D» than to haeard the invasion of a coQaHy, 
where, la ^e ereat of a defeat, they wonkl be eat 
in pieces or sold as shiTes. It is probable that th0 
fraraof the Htghlaoders, on this score, arose chiefly* 
inom a reooUeetion of the cmel fate awarded to 
tfaek £»thers, by the English R^mblic, after their 
dbfeat at Worcester. 

The Earl of Wintoon was also eo decidedly ad« 
remt to the plan now adopted, that he went a 
eoosiderahle way towards the north, with a smatt 
party over which he had inflaenoe. Being ovet* 
taken by the emissary of the council, and ratreaft* 
ed.to accede to their wishes, he stood for seme 
time pensive and silent, apparently pondering the 
Tarions chances of the two measures presented to 
his choice. At length, he broke out with an ex-> 
clamation, which was certainly characteristic of his 
romantic and somewhat extravagant mind. *' It 
shall never, *' he saidi " be said in history, to after 
generations, that the Earl of Wintoun deserted 
King James's interest and his country's good. " 
Then, taking himself by the two ears, he added^ 
*^ You, or any man, shall have liberty to cut these 
out of my head, if we do not all repent it. '* It 
was afterwards remarked by all sorts of men, as a 
rery strange thing, that this nobleman, the sanity 
of whose understanding lay under strong suspi- 
cions, had a £u* clearer view of what should, and 
what ehonld not hare been done on the present 

u 
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occaMOP, thM any of hk nwamnn m compeen, mett 
who could in general acqnil themadTes a great 
deal more like men of this world than he. 

It remains only to be told at this place, that the 
whole army, exdnaive of the fife hundred Hlf^ 
landen who aeceded, entered England that night» 
home np by the expectation of copions reinforoa* 
menta in the western conntiee throngh which they 
designed to march. The retiring Highlanden wvne 
ahnost all seized by the country people about the 
head of Clydesdale, and committed to priaen. 
When General Carpenter learned at Jedburgh that 
the insurgents were gone into England, he made a 
hasty march over the hills into Nordrnmberland, 
and, throwing himself upon Newcastle, pepaied 
to defend that town against the attack which he 
now expected they would make upon it. They» 
however, did not make the least inclination to the 
east side of die island* 
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CHAPTER V, 

THE BATTLE OF gHEBIFFMUIlC. 

T1iiere*8 some say tbat we wan, 
Some say that tbey wan. 
And some say tliat Dane wui ava, man ; 
There's but ae &in^, Tbi sare^ 
That, aft Shirramoir, 
A battle there was, that I saw, man. 
And we ran, and tliey nn, 
And they ran, and we ran, 
* And we ran, and they raaawa, man. 

Jaccbite S<mg» 

It is aecesiary) before prosecuting the adventare* 
of the English party any further, to bring up tho 
lastory of the army under the Eail of Mar to the 
•ame point* 

Mar, for many reasons which to him appeared 
onerous, was still lingering at Perth. He had at 
length (about the 20tb of October) been honour- 
ad by a commission of lieutenancy from the 'Che- 
iralier. For some weeks he exerted himself with 
great yigour to lay the country under contribution ; 
an assessment of twenty shillings on every hun- 
dred pounds of Scots valued rent being imposed 
«pon all landed proprietors who attended his 
standard, while a tax of double that amount waa 
avforoed on those who did not do so ; and tho 
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^penalty of non-payment was military execution* 
With the money thus raised, and the sums which 
he received occasionally from France, he maintain - 
tained his troops at the allowance of t^ree-penc^ 
a day to each man, with three loaves, or a <|aan« 
tity of oatmeal equivalent. ' 

One of his chief reasons for making so lon^ a 
delay at Perth, was his expectation of a co-opera* 
tive attack being immediately made upon the south 
coast of England, by the Duke of Ormond or the 
Duke of Ber«vrick ; for that such an expedition 
was prepared, he had been repeatedly assured by 
his friends abroad. A miserable attempt at an 
invasion was really made by the Duke of Ormond ; 
but, on landing near Plymouth, he found the Eng- 
lish Jacobites so paralyzed by the vigorous mea- 
sures of the government, that he could procure no 
countenance : he could not get so much as a night's 
lodging, in a country where he had expected to 
assume the command of an army. To avoid . the 
observation of the local authorities, he was oh? 
liged to return immediately to France. He after* 
mrds renewed his attempt^ with some troops; 
but, fortunately perhaps for himself^ *was driven 
back on the French coast by a storm. 

It seems to have been one of the grand ocroxa of 
the leading Jacobites in 1715, that they depended 
too ifiuch upon supplies and corresponding operatioBS 
from France, and too little upon the vigour joi the 
native troops. The assistance which the Chevaiier 
had prepared for them was no doubt immense; 
and perhaps the English cavaliers were not to be 
brought out by any other means. But the bofie 
of conquering. Britain by such uncertain and de- 
tached efforts, was, after all, little better than to seek 
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to rfldvee a fortrefls by shooting arrows at the loop* 
holes. Purtly by the exertions of the Eaglish fleet, 
partly by the interferences of the British consuls- 
at d^erent ports, and partly by the storms inci- 
dental to the season, a rery small portion of these 
sopf^ies ever reached their destination. What did 
arrive was not enough to compensate the tenth 
part of the injury done to the cause by delay. It 
k every diing but certain, on the oth^ hand, 
that, if a vigorous dash had been made at the seat 
of government, by the home forces collected in 
the be^ning of October — bad a course been 
taken somewhat similar to what was afterwards 
pursued in 1745, the event, considering the con- 
dition of the country, could scarcely have failed 
10 be favourable to the insurgents. 

To have done so would have required a com- 
mander like the Viscount of Dundee, or the Duke 
of Berwick, or Prince Charles Stuart ; and such 
a commander was not John Earl of Mar. This 
general eeems to have always been more inclined 
to hope for better opportunities, then to take ad- 
vtntage of the present. 

There were still two districts in Scotland, from 
which he expected considerable accessions of men. 
In what is called tlie North Highlands — a district 
eomprehending the large counties of Ross and 
Sutherland — ^the Earl of Seaforth was exerting his 
great seignorial influence to raise the inhabitants* 
It was at first believed that this nobleman would 
^ring seven thousand men to Perth. He was on- 
ly, indeed, prevented from doing so, by the Earl 
4>f Stttheriand, who, putting himself at the head 
of the Rosses, the Monroes, and other Whig 

u2 
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tribes, tbreatened to destroy ibe ooantry of Se»- 
forth's men, wheneyer their backs should be tam- 
ed. On this account, the nnmber brought from 
the North Highlands was much smaller than wfatt 
was originally expected, and, what was perhaps a 
btill greater evil, they were a good while later iti 
reaching the camp. 

The other district from which the Earl expect- 
ed great assistance was the West Highlands ; wiii<^ 
comprises Argyleshire and the western part of In- 
▼emess-shire. From die former of these counties. 
Mar expected to draw the MacLeans, the Mac- 
Neils, the MacDougals, the Appin Stuarts, and 
the Jacobite portion of the Campbells ; from In- 
▼emess-shire, he expected to have the Camerons 
of Lochiel, and the MacDonalds of Keppoch, 
Clanranald, and Glengarry. Here, however, as in 
the North Highlands, the disaffected were apt to 
be kept at home by the threats of the loyal. The 
Duke of Argyle had caused a large parcel of Ins 
retainers to make up a garrison in iis house of 
Inrerary, for the purpose of checking the Ca- 
valier clans on their march ; and it was scsre^ 
to be hoped that any would leave the country till 
tfai^ annoyance was extirpated. In the same way. 
Fort William was a grievous restraint -upon the 
Camerons and MacDonalds. At the beginning of 
the campaign, Mar had expressed a wiflii to these 
clans, that they should destroy the garrison of Fort 
William as they passed to his camp. They made 
the attempt, as already mentioned, but without sue- 
tees. He afterwards urged them to come, without 
troubling themselves any fnore about ^wt obdurate 
fitronghold ; but, like the soldier in the well-kftown 
proverbial story, they were now obliged to con- 
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fei0, somewhat awkwardly,, that it would not lel 
them. 

In the end, some of these obstacles were in ^ 
great measure got over, though not till much ralu- 
able time was lost. Lord Seaforth, leaving two 
Ihousand of his men to face the Earl of Suther- 
land, marched to Perth with three thousand foot, 
and six hundred horse, about the beginning of 
Norember. Nearly about the same time, Greneral 
Gordon, who had gone to protect the western 
clans in their rising, retired from a feint attack on 
Inverary, drawing with him a considerable portion 
of the forces formerly kept in check by that fort- 
ress, and by Fort William. Gordon's first desti- 
nation, as already mentioned, was to unite the 
large body under his command, to the clans of 
the West Highlands, and thence to invade the 
Lowlands by Glasgow, while Mar himself should 
make a contemporaneous inroad by Stirling Bridge. 
But the Genendissimo had now determined upon 
having the whole of the troops associated under his 
own immediate command, and had given orders to ^ 
Gordon to march ti>wards Doune in Menteith, so 
as to make a lateral junction with the main body, 
as it was proceeding upon Stirling. 

It was during the first week of November that 
Mar formed this resolution. His army being now 
increased to upwards of ten thousand men, while 
that of the Duke of Argyle numbered little above 
three thousand, he at length became confident of 
Jiis ability to force the Pass. His scheme was, by 
detaefaing three different bodies of a thousand eachi 
to difiexent places in the neighbourhood of Stir- 
ling, to amuse Ai^le and &e Castle, while he 
himself, with the main body of his troops, should 
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pass at a ford a little way farther up the atreun. 
The march was settled, at a council of war held 
on the 9th, to take place next day. 

Whatever Mar's own secret feelings might be 
during the seven weeks he spent in Pertfa^ it would 
appear that he had used every art to keep up the 
hopes of his men. He had given the utmost pab- 
Iscity to the reports which daily reached him, of 
the intentions of the Chevalier s friends abroad and 
in England. By means of a printing-press which 
he procured from Aberdeen, and which was wrought 
by Robert Freebairn of Edinburgh, (the friend of 
Rnddiman,) he circulated vast quantities of high* 
sounding paragraphs, which were eagerly believed 
by his friends, while they were laughed at by the 
rest of the world. To show how ignorant he waa 
of the real state of affairs south of the Forth, be 
tells Mr Forster, in a letter dated October 2 let, 
that he had had no certain intelligence of any thing 
that had been done for the last eight days. Among 
other expedients, he tried the force bf religion. 
He had with him a number of non-jurant Episco- 
pal clergy, who were constantly holding forth to 
the troops, on the grand subject of their duties to 
*^ King James the Eighth." Some of the texts 
which Mar selected for the eloquence of diese 
men, may be instanced as indicative of the spirit 
he wished to excite. One was the eleventh venae 
of the fifty-first chapter of Isuah : — ** Therefore^ 
the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come 
with singing unto Zion ; and everlasting joy shall 
be upon their head : they shall obtain gladness and 
joy ; and sorrow and mourning shall fiee away." 
Axiother was the eleventh verse of the fifty-fimt 
chapter of Jeremiah :— *< Make bright the arrows ; 



THB BATTLE OF SHJ&KIFFMUIR* f49 

^aiber the fthieldB : the Lohl hath rased up tfa4 
Bpiiit of the kings of the Miedes ; for his device 
ia a§^8t Bahyloo» to destroy it ; because it b the 
meogeanee of the Lord, the Fengeanee of his tem-t 
plet" [A Presbyterian dergyman^ being informed 
1»]r.a Jacobite lady of these two tei^ts, answered 
that, if Jibe puissant Earl was prejudiced in favour of 
ebvemth veraesy he would suggest to him, the ele* 
iFMith Terse of the seventeenth, diapter of Revelat 
ti«Qs i^^ And the beast that was, and is not| 
even he is the eighth^ and is of the «efe»,and gor, 
^th into perdition ;" — which, being a pun upon .the 
title of the pretending* sovereign and his .father^ 
inay be considered a tolerable piece of Whiggish 
wit*] The last text which Mar diose for a sep* 
Qion b^foie the battle^ was. the twenty-second vase 
of the twenty-second chapter oi Joshua :— *' The 
l4>rd God of gods» the Loid God of gods, he 
knoweth, and hrael.he shall know» if it be in re<^ 
bellion, or if in transgression against the Lordf 
eave us not this day/' ' 

The army left Perth on the moramg of Thurs- 
day the 10th of November* carrying with it the 
whole of its baggage, and provision for twelve 
days. A garrison was left in the town, under the 
command of Colonel Balfour, and there were still 
about three thousand men scattered in parties up 
and down Fife. On the night of the lOth, the 
greater part of the army was quartered at and a^ 
bout Auchterarder, where the Earl of Mar held 
a grand review. Here General Gordon joined him 
with the Western danSf Early in the morning of 
Satarday the 12th» the army marched forward to 
the Soman Camp at Ardoch, about five noules from 
Dunblane, which, in its turn, is six from Stir- 
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ling. Then the Earl of Mar commanded that 
the main body of the forces should remain on' pa* 
nde, while three thonasnd of the ekni, snpported 
by the Fife squadron and the squadrons of the 
Marquis of Huntly, should be led forward by Ge* 
aeral Gordon, Brigadier Ogilry, and the Master 
of Sinclair^ to take possession of Dunblane. The 
main body was to be in readiness to follow, on 
hearing three guns fired. He himself then made 
a detour to Drummond Castle, to hold a conference 
with the Earl of Breadalbane. 
' When the Duke of Argyle learned that Mar had 
quitted Perth with baggage and provisions, he at 
once apprehended, that a serious attempt was to 
be made upon the important pass he had so lon^ 
defended. Some weeks before, even when he had 
not half the number of men, such a motion on the 
part of the enemy would have been less alarmii^ 
than now. The river, which then formed his 
principal means of defence, was at present be- 
ginning to freeze ; consequently, his post being 
deprived of h» peculiar advantage, he was com- 
pelled to adopt the resolution of fighting with the 
insurgents. His army, by recent accessions jfroni 
Ireland, now amounted to exactly three thousand 
three hundred men, of whom twelve hundred were 
cavidry ; a force only about a third of that com- 
manded by Mar. Yet, inferior as he thus was in 
strength, Argyle expressed no hesitation to give 
battle to his enemy. 

He had early intelligence of the scheme which 
Mar had formed of approaching the Forth in four 
detachments ; and, as he saw it would be impos- 
sible to resist all at once, he determined upon the 
decisive step of advancing to the north nA of the 



riTWy and meeting tbe iainigei^ en lerel froinid*^ 
He had this grand additionid reason for doing m>» 
tbaty on each a field of battle, he would have a 
better opportunity than on any other, of giving fuU 
play to his horse, in which department of force lay^ 
kis chi^ strength. 

Accordingly, on the momii^ of the very day 
when the Earl of Mar advanced from Anchterar- 
4er, he quitted the parks of Stirling, and marched 
forward to Dunblane. He took possession of that 
town ; but, not choosing to permit his men to quar- 
ter in it for fear of surprise, he caused them to bi- 
Touack for the night on the heights, about two 
miles to the north-east, above the house of Kip- 
penross. Before permitting them to rest, he drew, 
them up in the exact order which he intended they 
abould assume next day before the enemy. Offi- 
cers and men were then ordered to lie down* each 
in his proper place upon the ground, and each with 
his arms ready beside him. No tlBUt was allowed 
to be pitched by either officer"^ or private septinel, 
under the severest penalties, although the air waa 
sharpened by a very keen frost. He himself took 
up his abode in a sheep-cote, near the bottom of a 
hUl to the right, where he sat upon a bunch oli 
straw all night. Before the morning, he caused a 
distribution of ammunition to be made among the 
men, increasing the twenty-four rounds of shot 
which they previously had to thirty. ^ 

General Gordon had not marched far on the 
way to Dunblane, as commanded by the Earl of 
Mar, when he learned that the town was prepos^ 
sessed by the Duke. Not having an order to fight» 
he was obliged to halt, till he should inform tbe 
Commander-in-chief of what had happened* Mar, 
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vho i»d nrtnriMd from Dnuooiond Gas^ Jb^fevft 
Gordon 8 express arrivedy immediately sent ordem 
that be should remun where he waa till the re^t o£ 
the anny came up. The three guns being tbea. 
fired» the main body was once more formed> And 
put into motion. It joined the adiranced party on 
the way to Kinbuck. The whole army bavuig 
then marched a little way further, a halt waa. called 
ftt a place called the Bridge of Kinbuck) where,' 
like the troops of the Duke of Argyle,. they wei^y 
ordered to lie down on the bare . ground for the 
sight, without tent or covering of any kind. Tlia 
Bridge of Kinbuck is about four miles from Diui^ 
blane, and somewhat less from the place where tha 
royal army was posted. 

The space which now lay betwixt, the hoatile 
armies waa occupied by the SherifTmuir, a waatot 
so called from its having formeiiy been the ren^ 
dezvona for the militia of the sherifiUom of Menp 
teitb. It is so uneven a piece of ground, that it 
almost deserves to be called a hill ; only, it does 
not rise into any very distinct prominences. To* 
wards the east, it joins the swell of the Ochil Hillsi 
on the west, it descends to the brink of the river 
Allan, near which it is skirted by the high road 
from Perth to Stirling. The Duke of Argyle had 
determined, before quitting Stirling, to meet the 
enemy, if possible, on this spot, which seemed fan 
vourable to the evolutions of his cavalry. .v 

On the morning of Sunday, the 13th [of No* 
Tember], both armies were roused and under arma 
a li^le after break of day. The Earl of Mar formr 
ed his army on the ground east from the road te 
Dunblane, having the broad swelling expanse of 
the Sherifimuir before him. His first line waa com^ 
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poMMl «f ten batt^om of (66% chiefiy Higlilttid- 
«r», nailer the diarge of ihe -Captiun of Clanranald, 
the chieftein of Glengany, the Laird of Glen- 
Imeket, Brigadier Ogilvy, Sir John MacLean, and 
the t#o brothers of Sir Donald MacDonald of 
Sleati but commanded in chief by General Gor- 
don* His second line, reckoned from right to lefty 
Comprehended three battalions of the Earl of Seo^ 
forth 8 foot, two battalionB of the Marquis of Hnnt- 
ly's, and the single battalions of the Earl of Pan- 
iBm'e, the Marquis of Tullibardine, the Yiscount of 
Strathallan, Dmmmond of Logie»Almond, an<| 
Robertson of Stman, The extremities of both 
lines were protected by horse; the Perthshire 
sqaadr<m on the left of the first line, and the An- 
gus squadron on the left of the second ; while, on 
tiie right of the first Hne were two squaidrons be- 
longing to the Marquis of Hnntly, and one called 
the Stirling squadron, which was composed entire- 
ly of gentlemen, and which bore the royal stand- 
aid, odled ** the Restoration ; " two squadrons, 
mder the Earl Marischal, being placed on the 
light of the second line. Besides this main body, 
wdbich may be stated firom good authority to have 
vnmbered eight thousand, there was a corps de re-. 
mrve of about eight hundred, which wa6 ordered 
to remain at a considerable distance behind. 

The Duke of Argyle, almost at the same time, 
was employed in rousing and marshalling his men 
•ear Kippenross. The order of his troops, as ar- 
langed the night before, was as follows. His first 
line of foot, under the coitimand of General Wight- 
9(ait, was composed of six battalions^ all old troops^ 
Vttt not timbering above eighteen hundred men. 
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To the right of that hody, he hsd h» tiiree beet 
squadrons of dragoons ; namely, Erarn', tiie Seote 
Greys, and the Earl of Stair's : these were iiad«r 
bis own command. To the leA;, there were oiher 
three sqttcidrons of dragoons, Carpenter's, Kerr's^ 
and a squadron of Stair's, under the eomrniuid of 
General Whitham. His Grace's second line was 
very small, consisting of only two battalioiM €i 
foot, with a squadron of dragoons to support emA 
extremity. A troop of volunteer noblemen aaid 

fmtlemen, about sixty in number, stood behind 
vans' dragoons in the right wing. 
Before ordering a march, Argyle jwlged it 6X« 
pedient to make a personal survey of the motfoae 
and apparent strength of the enemy. He thevei- 
fore rode forward, with his principal officers, to 
the top of a little hill above Dunblane, wh^e hb 
had placed his advanced guard. From tiiat poiiit 
he could easily perceive the daric cloud-Kfce massea 
of the clans, as they wheeled into oi'der at the dis- 
tance of about two miles. At first, their advano* 
ed guards were pointed in the direction of tbe 
highway to Dunblane, as if they designed to march 
thither ; but by and by he observed a large body 
move up the face of the moor; towards his riglit» 
as if to take his army in flank. Judging this troot» 
to be the principal body of the dans-— for tbehr 
right wing was entirely concealed from his view 
by a rising ground — he at once came to the con- 
elusion that they wished to gain the ascent of tbo 
hill, in order to descend in their usual impetaons 
manner upon the right wing of his army. * Them 
was an immense morass in that quarter, whtdi 
might have protected him from such an attadc; 
but it had been frozen over during the night, in « 



aimy as to nSatd a footing eren for bono. 
Ho thoreforo found himself obliged to make some 
•lleratioa in bis designs. 

< H»f in the first place, demanded the advice of 
bis o&cers* Pointing out to them the movement 
of the insnrgents, he asked if they thonght he 
wight resist them in his present positi<m, as well 
us 4m a piece of ground where he could meet 
them more directly in front. They in general^ 
thonght it wonld be better to meet the insurgents 
PA the h%fa grounds, face to face ; but most of 
them were of opinion, that the troops could scarce* 
Jy be te'ongbt forward, and formed anew, in time 
.to receive them with perfect coolness. So com- 
filotely, however^ was he convinced of the proprie- 
ty of advancing, that he determined to haseard this 
^asaUer danger.^ 

Retnming then at full gallop to the bivouack of 
•his troops, be caused the drums to beat the Gene-' 
rai^ whscb was a signal for them to start into fights 
iog order. Tbis was about eleven o'clock. 
, '. Before the Earl of Mar had completed the for- 
matioa of his army near the Bridge of Kinbuck, 
Jie observed the party of observation standing on 
the hiU above Danblane. Judging from that cir- 
4HimBtaa6e that a battle was intended, he called a 
-council of war in the front of his troops, to de- 
termine whether they should fight the Duke or 
sot. He first addressed them in a speech, paint- 
ing the wrongs of their sovereign and country, 
and congratulating them that it was at length in 
their power to revenge the injuries of both in open 
battle ; after which be a/dced, if they thought it 
expedieBt, under their present circumstances, to 
eoBie.to an action with the enemy. It was earn- 
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«flt almost by acclamatiaiiy that they •hooid d» #0^ 
Hnntly alone raised any deckled etjeetioneto -eiM 
gaging; and some lower voices were Imu«L 4* 
eoansel a return to Perth, and a postpoaeoMiit'ef 
active warfiure till next spring*. But every acsgi^ 
tive voice was drowned in a goiend shonfc ^ 
*^ Fight, %fat;** and, without waiting to make 41 
regular resolution on the subject, the greater put 
galloped off to their different posts* ^ 

The Eari of Mar tben s«it the £«rl of Mavna- 
ehal forward, with one of his own squadreoa mi 
cavalry, and Sir D(mald MaeDonaldls batSaltoii «f 
foot, to reconnoitre the party which diey observed 
OB the top of the hill. Immediately after, having 
caused the army to break inta four celumne^ hp 
led them up the ascent towards the merase eaet 4if 
Sheriffmuir. It was at this monaent that the Dulco 
of Aigyle letired to bring forward his men. 

It appears that the Duke was right in calcnla^ 
ing that his meu might be formed anew upon the 
height of Sherifiinair, before the advance el die 
enemy. But his men misarranged his caJealatioBay 
by taking longer time than they ought to bave 
done to get into motion. It was almost twelve^ 
an hour after his Grace's return from the hill, eiie 
they had begun to move. He thus found it im* 
possible, on arriving at the top of the hill, te ve^ 
form the lines with proper deliberation ; a difficuK 
ty to which the want of a suiicient number of 
general officers, as well as want of time^ contr»* 
buted. 

The right wing alone (which he had an4er bie 
own immediate command) was pri^erly Ibnaedal 
the moment when the insuigent array came for- 
ward. Lord Marischal having sent back intelU- 
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gtnee tim he saw that hody arranged on the 
■ovthera Bammit of tbe^ hill, the Eari of Mar or- 
dered his men to march with increased speed np 
llie ascent, and to get again into lines as qnickly 
as possible. They had done so a good while be- 
fore the main body and left wing of the royalist 
army, which the Dai&e had trailed obUquely be- 
hind the rest, came upon their gronnd. It was 
also Ibond at last, that the two armies, not having 
seen each other in marching up the different sides 
<tf the hill, were not rightly opposed. The Tight 
wings of both greatly out-flanked the correspond- 
ing portions of the enemy. 
. The £arl«of Mar, who had placed himself at 
the head of the clans, and thus stood opposite to 
tile left wing of Argyle's army, quickly perceired 
tin disadirmtage at which he might take the ene- 
my on this point ; and accordingly, having only 
iraited to order a corresponding attack in other 
quarters, he pulled off his ha^ waved it with a 
huzza, and advanced towards the battalions which 
were awkwardly forming opposite to him. 

The action, however, was commenced by a fire 
which the left wing of the insurgents poured with 
great effect upon the corps commanded by the 
Duke. Their second salvee, which they gave at 
pistol-shot distance, was still more effective than 
their first. It was gifen with a simultaneousnelas, 
and at the same time an accuracy of aim, which 
the most experienced officers under Argyle allow- 
ed they had never seen surpassed in any regular 
troops. The squadron of General Evans was ob- 
served to reel a little under this destructive fire. 
On the other hand, the insurgents were not ob- 

x2 
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Jerved to be in the least discomposed by tfce muff* 
ketry which the British regiments immediately be- 
gan to open up in their turn. 

But it was not by passive courage of this kind; 
that the battle of Sheriffmuir was to be either lost 
or won. The Duke, afraid of being out-flanked 
by the cavalry of the enemy, quickly determined 
upon making a charge with his own cavalry. Ac- 
cordingly, commanding Colonel Cathcart to lead 
a poweifal squadron circuitously through the firo- 
een morass, and to strike in upon the flank of 
Mar*s left wing, he watched the favourable mo- 
ment, and, at once attacking that part of the hoe* 
iile army in front and side, beat it back a consider- 
able way at the point of the sword, and confound- 
ed the two lines of which it consisted. 

The weight of the attack chiefly fell upon ibis 
Perthshire and Angus cavalier gentry; men in- 
spired with a high zeal in the cause, and wbo 
knew they had to maintain the reputation of gen- 
tlemen. The task which the Duke had under- 
taken, was therefore by no means an easy one. 
That the insurgent squadrons receded at all, was 
only because their small country horses were un- 
able to bear up against the weight of the animala 
which came against them. Every inch they gave 
back had first been well disputed. At ten difle- 
rent places, where they thought they had an ad- 
vantage of ground, they attempted to make a 
counter-charge in their turn. The retreat of three 
miles occupied as many hours ; and if the Duke 
at length succeeded in his object, it was only by 
having played off' his superior weight with inceK- 
sant exertion, and many riepeated assaults. 

There was one thing paiticulariy worthy of re- 
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ttuuk in. this Parthian contest. Many of the ott* 
cen cm the ▼wrious sides were acquainted with 
each other ; many had sat together in the senate 
of tbeir country ; many had caroused together ii 

f:ood men's feasts ; and some were even related, 
t may therefore be supposed that the feeling of 
the hour was not, as it might have been andelr 
other circumstances, one of uncompromising hos- 
tility. On the contrary, the hand which raised 
the sword or pistol against the bodies of the foe^ 
would in many cases have been more willingly 
extended to give the grasp of friendship. The 
Duke himself offered quarter to all he recognised^ 
and was even seen, on one occasion, to parry three 
fltookes which one of his dn^oons had aimed at A 
wounded gentleman. On seeing his troopers dadh 
lit upon a great huddled band of Lowland fodt> 
whom they cut down almost without resistance^ 
he could not help exclaiming, with the national 
feeling for a moment predominating over th6 poll* 
tical, and evmy ether, ** Oh, spare the poor Blue^ 
bonnets ! " 

At length, after an obstbate though very eon* 
fused fight of two or three hours, he succeeded in 
driving the enemy over the river Allan, about 
three miles from the field of battle. In the mean 
time, the fate of his left wing had been very dif* 
fiBrent. 

The fight, as already mentioned, had there com* 
menced before the royalist regiments were com- 
pleteiy formed or brought up to their ground. The 
dans, at the command of the Earl of Mar, i^ned 
Qp a fire, which served to increase the irregularity 
and embanrassment of the wheeling corps oppos^ 
to them* Neverthelees, the royalists fonnid a mo* 
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meiit to reply with a voUey of nHMketry^ by wkieh 
the Captaui of Clanranald was mortally wowided* 
This was Allan Muidartach, famed in the Higb- 
hnda to this day for roaintaining the character of 
A chief with almost princely 8tate> and for an ai- 
inoet Ossianic degree of heroism. He was led off 
the £eld, uttering expressums of encenragement 
to his men, and wishing success to the gloriaua 
cause they were engaged in. ^ They were damp* 
ed for a moment by seeing the man whom» of all 
their officers, they most reveredy thus taken froai 
them;. and perhaps the circumstance might have 
had a fatal effect on the whole band, if ihe royal 
infantry had then been able to chaiige them wssh 
the bayonet. Fortunately, the Chieftain of Gle»- 
ganj) head of the clan which stood to the right of 
the Clanrs^iald,. contrived to tuni the incidoit to 
ad?anti^. Starting from the ranks, and thtew* 
ing his bonnet into the air, this spirited Higl^» 
lander ei^claimed, in his native language, " Ke* 
venge I Revenge. I Revenge torday, and mourning 
to-morrow I " an appeal which no one could ro? 
sist. They instantly started forward to attadc the 
wavering bands of die enemy, swayed aside tbw 
bayonets with the target, and, striking deep into 
the ranks, soon spread death and terror in all di- 
rections* The three regimenta chiefly involved ia 
this assault, at once retired. Falling back upoa 
the squadrcps of horse behind, they commaaieated 
to them their own confusicm. Within the spaoa 
of seven minutes, the whole of this division of tba 
royal army was in full retreat. The horse which 
bad stood upon their left, under General Whithaa* 
only remained to make a feeble charge upon seme 
advancing squadrons of the enemy's cavalry^ be<* 



iMe'liklljf^ tfM Mtlrad ; being impmiBed; tioeoNHd^ 
t^'lMr ^omiBttldi^r'B report, with an idea thilt thfe 
rightr wing wim beat as well as tbeir own ; whiek 
Mwi iMdMi, tb^ oMveiity of tbie bill, and tbe liih 
^Miraiiiiliii of ibe eafeemy, prevented them from ha- 
filg di^pM^ved. 

> Tbere wai now presented tbe- strange spectade 
of tvMi armies, in each of vpbieh tbe right iHngINt 
mweetfsAil, and the left tfaie reverse: the dttna, 
imdor the Earl of Mar, ^ere now winning exact)^ 
ik% same ]partial vielory, miiicli Argyle bi6 hitetk 
deseribed as faafing woli at the other extreiBit^ olT 
ll» )ong-eztended battle. His Lordsbtp pnrsaed 
tke retiM^g regiments Ah* half a^ honi', kitltng 
gteat DiHiiben, iad' taki^ ihAny more pHiohers. 
Al kmgtb, wh^ be had driven them to Comiowii» 
fr litlle ^Tillage near Stirling, he receh^d bitblll- 
gmm of the disaster wMcfa hand befUleh Ms lirfk 
wing9 aad fomd it necessary t6 iretmti Id tbe field 
of batde. Having thrown his men ifeitb tomething 
like oiderv be marched back to the top of n^bat ib 
called the Slony Hill of Kip(>«ndafvie, WbM» bd 
t»dk op Us poritioii, widi tbe intebtilm of waiting 
liM'be sboald receive an accoant of Imr left wing. 

By tbii time thfee foot resiments, Which origi- 
nally formed die tight of the Duke of Afgyle'^a 
fimt line, and i^idh were not attacked by die 
HigManders, had marched northward to support 
Us Offaee B nqvadrons. If the cliins bad imtaie- 
^mUtHf gone in pnrsmt-of that body, it might have 
easily been cat off. Unfortunately, the Eari <^ 
MtaS "in his ignorance of the drcamstances whi^ 
had Mkeir ptece on his left, did not well knoilr 
what' to do. 'Bearing that some Strang^ arnhns* 
cade was laid for bis destruction, he remabed dn 



tte i0p of dM liill tin to«fifd» iimmwmmg t 

«l lioglh the Dnkft ^f AigyW made lu» appMWk 

•nee ob the high roed hy the hottom el die Ub 

akmg which he Mened to be pewing b«sk te 

DunUaiie^ The royaliat treoj^ ^en these oo»- 

mended by General Wightman, w^ye now mmsk 

^ttfaenrted. They were else lew then n belf of the 

jHimbers wfakh etiU eloftiHed anraiid Mar. OC 

eo««e, he might hare eaaily finiflhed hie Yvetrnj 

by deeeendmg upon them. Inetead of making aeqr 

•eck attempt* however, he quietly wailed till thef 

imA all d^beiately ewcfit sowid the bottom of tbe 

iMf and enteied Dimblane ; a mistake whieb Q^ 

Mml Wightmaii admowiedge^ imhia denmlch t« 

jSt Jmet'sy to have been the very salf«ti«i.of thi 

jroyal am^* A HigUaedert eti»iig with iiu%M* 

tba et the iapctintyof hie Generalt could Mt 

Mp exdaiinwgftthatmomepit, '' Ob, for aahm^r 

of Pnndee ! '* hie mind being prebeUy em i doyoj 

in oaneeifiBg the very differei^t line of {induct 

which the hero of KilUecmeky woold bare £aU«w# 

jod mftder sneb eiroBma^ancee* 

^ Tbe Dnke of Argyle wae a&ennurdc almoet aa 

miMd) Uamed aa Mar f or bis pondofa at SbiHriftyimi^ 

Jt waa saidof iiim, that be waa a better Cbrimiaa 

dma a G^meral, for he did qot let bia l#ft hand 

Imow what hit right waa doing. Bat ba aheiitd 

be >4idd e^culi^ted from tUa accnaatioa. Ha had 

in reidity made an attaqupt to M^rm hia left wiag 

of the ence^is of hia riglrt; bat the aide-da^camf 

bad fallen in paasing al<wg the line% faeiagmr 

volTed probably in the sangninary chai«e 4^ the 

Highlanders. It may be asked, why he. attachai 

hunself ezckuively to one division of bis army, 

and why ha conceived it necessary to enter pw* 
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^MftuSky into the boniest* But ^mmm who nab* 
MMlitdemuids «ho«Id recoiled, that die maaegef^ 
neAt'of armiee nms not tiwn redveed toevdi^ 
fljrsteni of eonoert aad «iiity as now, and also that 
in ft par^an warfare of this knd, bk Giaea mighl 
ihkik it neeemaiy to firflow the custom of the 
^oantiy by faeodio|^ the charge. He has alao bom 
Mamed for poshing the , enemy too far^ whea 
there was so much need for bis exertions elso* 
where. Bat it is represented in his fiiTonr, tbat» 
if he had slackened the pniaoit of the iaaas^enta 
for «i minute, they wodld hare setamed upen 
him withincmsed confidence, and be wonld Iwvo 
had the i^iole of his work to do ovet again* It 
was not till he had &irly beat them over the AUan» 
drowned a great number in the stream, md ceased 
BBNiBt of the Highlanders to run away in perfect 
despair, that he found it pMtMe to recruit the ve^ 
hemence of the pursuit. So soon as he had acbiev* 
ed all this, and was informed of the disaster of hia 
Mt mug, he did every thing that he could do u»» 
der the circumstances, to remedy the misfOTtune of 
the "day. He immediatoly daessed his own fimtigued 
iMOps, joined them in the iasymi of a iittie ac»y 
with General Wigbtman'e foot, and then. returned 
tHdi caution, but, at die same time^ with.nniai» 
paired «ssolutioB, to reconnoitre what yet remamod 
•f the enemy. Somebody happened to ohmne^^ft 
him, mi maroh, that he greatly feared they had nait 
won a complete victory ; the Duke only auswerM 
in the worcb of an old song, (one cafied '^the Boh 
of Dunblane," and whh^, thefefwe, • had » leeid 
application), << Why, 

If it was na veel bobbit, weel bobblt, weel bobbit, 
If it was na weel bobbit, well bob it again. ** - 



QmmoAog^ kofw»T«v ^^^ tb»-bottonii.of>tlMrlBll 
on which Mar had ^wn up the ckoiit, he aaiT^it 
im«ld he iMpoittUe to act oa the offenaiv^r^lie 
•ftemy having at oaee a strong poaitiott, aiMi lb 
gieatly iaperior force. He .oonceiYed it neceasnrjr 
for dc^nee, to drair his own neagie and exhtaiieied 
kittaliotts -behind some encl osu r es , wlncb he loarad 
in the neighbonrfaood of a farm-honse, near Am 
bottom of a hiU. He waited there for some ^ose^ 
cKpectiag the Highland legions to descend -npdn 
hfan every moment <; in- which case he had prepared 
two cannons to play upon them when ^y came 
near, the foot to fire over the walls when they came 
nearer, and kstly, as the gvns foei a second liaie^ 
the horse weie to dash into the breaeh, and main 
a despemte effinrt to repel the enemy. Bat Mar 
had fortonately mielakmi the natne of his prepam* 
tions, andy foariag some insidiotts design, iiad al* 
ready began to send away his rearmost- ranks da 
anotaer dire<dion. N\fhen, ^ Dake heard their 
bagpipes receding from the opposite aide $Crtha 
hiU, and tmr the men themseiveB giadually &a^ 
pear horn its brow, he wiliidiew toimds DoaUaaet 
^adta postpone the dedsicm af the omttest till 
next day, more especially aa the night waa near 
hei^aiag to set ia. Still, however^ appiahenscfia 
ef seme renewed attack from the enemy, he fonaad 
his troops aeveial times, at convenient plaees^ mi 
tlm way to Dtmblane, and held himself, for a ceiv 
tain space, in/ readiness to %lit. £ve» whan he 
at length readied the town, be dM not penuit hia 
aMn to take.faarters. He pitched than on the 
fielciB which lay betwixt the toam. and the Md el 
hitd«| and cansed them to rest . all nig^t ^n diesr 
arms. He was there rejomed, at five in the after- 
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mmOf bf tks ditoemlltdL part vi h» amy.nidsr 
GeMCid WhiUma. 

Mar had, in tbe meaiHiiiie, rolired to tbe RwHMti 
Cmb^ at Ank)di, wiieriB ha biniuaeked fw the 
fiigfat. Ab his {Matron was thaa modb fflHher 
ik«Mi the field of battle than that (tf the r&f%\ amf , 
it aawt be allowed that he permitted himaelf to be 
Httore disconcerted by tbe events of the day than 
Afgyle, and, by coasequenee, that he had the wonft 
•f the bottle. 

Ai^le made this matter still clearer next mom- 
ing, by leoppearmg on tbe field with his piquet* 
•g«ard so early as the break of day ; whereas, Mar 
■ever again looked near iu All the trophies of 
viotory, moreover, remained with the royalist Q«-> 
neml. He had taken three standards, oncliMfing 
the royal one called ** the Restoration ; " tinrteeii 
fMSfs of cotours, fonr pieces of casnon, seven wa(^ 
gons, and one silver trumpet. ^ Nearly the whole 
wntck of the battle fell into his hands, inehiding a 
fceat quantity of muskets, pkids, and hroadawotds» 
of which last many had sUvw cases for the hand. 
He had gidned every advantage but that of being 
oUe to foUow up the partial victory of the pfeead-* 
ing day, with a second attack or with a purantt. 
The numbers and condition of his nen were quite 
inadequate for any such movement; and, whie 
Mv feU back upon Perth, he judged it esfsdieBt 
to retire to Stirimg. 

'Hie losa anstaised by the two amies was per- 
-haps pretty equally bahmced, when their compara- 
tike Bum hi B rB were taken mto aooount* Tbe in^ 
BUrgenta are vaguely supposed to have had about 
Boron huadred riaiu^ inciuiing tbe Eail of Strath* 

. Y 8 
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niorey Ae Captsin of Claoriinldy sad odier pe^ 
BODS of diBtiiiclaon. Nearl^r two Imndrad won 
laade prbonen, and sent to Stirlii^ ; in whifih 
number there were Lord Stntfaallan, DnunaMmd 
of Logie-Drammondy Walkinehaw of 6an»field» 
nod eighty other gentlemen. The Dake of AjBgyln 
took a great many more pnaoners, in the coorae of 
hi8 engagement wi^ Mar's left wing ; bat» not fai- 
ring men to guard them in the rear, they aher^ 
wants rejoined their friends : thus, hoth the Etti 
of Panmure and Robertson of Stroan were, at one 
time, in the hands of the enemy, but aft«rwards 
rescued. The royal army had exactly two 1mb»- 
. dred and ninety men killed, a hmidred and eigb^- 
aeven wounded, and a hundred and thirty«^ree 
taken prisoners. ^ Among the slain was the .£ari 
of For^BT, a scion of the house of Douglas, and an 
experienced officer. He had led on Morison a regi- 
ment in the absence of its commander ; but, itji^ 
ing into the hands of the Highlanders, he impru- 
dently resisted them tUl he had got sixteen bi?oad- 
aword wounds, besides a pistol-shot in his knee ; 
of which he died some days after at Stirling. ■ 

Out of the various bodies of troops which con- 
posed the Earl of Mars army, the MacDonald 
regiments, on the right wing, behaved, by many 
degrees, the best. These men had unflertakeuy be- 
fore coming upon the field, to beat all diat should 
be opposed to them ; and they certainly did what 
they promised. Next to them, in point of beha^ 
▼iour, may be placed the gentlemen of. the iE^wtb- 
shire and Angus squadrons, who made so gijlant a 
resistance to the heavy repeated oh«;ge0 of the 
Duke of Argyle's horse. It cannot be said of any 
oAer portion of the army that it behaved very wM, 
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tut even with a modente degree of good con^iet* 
Tho Bsri of SeaforthV men all fled^ except those 
Who were natiTes of KintaO. The MacPhetaoofl 
stood heside the contest, without ever drawuig a 
0word or firing a gun. The CameronBy the Gor* 
dons, and the Stuarts of Appin, on seeing the hone 
beat hack hy the Duke of Argyle, broke away with- 
e«it making any effort whatever; wiiich was the 
reason diat General Wightman had three entiro 
regiments to lead up to the support of the Duke's 
horse. It must be mentioned, however, that in 
general it was only the canaille of these clans who 
misbehaved ; the gentlemen and officers mostly 
joining with courage in the active fight on one wing 
or other. The Eaii of Marischal's horse, and other 
squadrons at the right wing of the insurgent army, 
were blamed for not acting • with sufficient vigour 
against Whitham's horse, and for permitting that 
craven part of the royal army to retire with the 
principal standard as a trophy. 

The battle of Sberiffmuir caused the Earl of 
Mar to lose a great number of the clans. It had 
been said of them, that they would desert his camp 
in three cases : — If they were long without being 
brought to action, they would tire and go home ; 
if they fought and were victorious, they would 
plunder and go home; if they fought and were 
beaten, they would run away and go home. They 
now left him from a complication of all these rea- 
sons, and because they did not think that their 
Lowland allies had acted well in the late engage- 
ment. 

Among those who retired were the Camerons. 
Thb clan, usually so brave, went home, partly 
ashamed at their own indecisive conduct, and part- 
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\y dkgwited hj the gfvcval reiiill of the day. It 
ifl rriiitedy that, oa reaeliivg their ofttive eountry, 
the lf««Dg Chief of LoeUelt who bad led them oat 
OB thk ooeaaioa* endeaToured> for a long time, to 
ooaoeal the eveat of the day from bis father ; being 
aabamed to tell that old gray chieftain» who had 
fought for the houte of Stnart (r<»a the days of 
Cfomwell> and always maiataiaed the honour of hia 
name^ that the day had at last oeme, whea tlie 
Camerona did not acquit themaelTea like their fi»- 
dwra.' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

AFFAIR OF PRESTON, AND SUPPRESSION OF 
THE INSURRECTION IN ENGLAND. 



Let them come ; 



They come like sacrifices in their trim, 
And to the fire-eyed maid of smoky war. 
All hot, and bleeding, will we offer them. 

jr. Henry IF. Fart J. 

The southern part7 of insurgents were represented, 
at the end of the fourth chapter, as on the point of 
invading England by the western border, with the 
hope of raising the numerous Catholics and other 
Jacobites of Lancashire. It now remains to show 
the fortune which they met with in their enter- 
prise. ^ 

They entered England on the 1st of NovembeF, 
and quartered for the iii^t night at Brampton, a 
market- town in Cumberland, where they proclaim- 
ed the Chevalier, and raised the money which was 
collected for the excise on malt and ale. Hera 

2y 
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Mr Forster opened a commissioa vrhich he bad 
received, on the march, from the Eiurl of Mar, em- 
powering him to act as General in England. The 
whole army was, at this time, very much fatignad, 
in consequence of the forced msffches of the last 
five days, during which they had proceeded no leas 
than a hundred miles. 

As they advanced next day to Penrith, tfaey 
learned that the Posse ComUxxtus had been aasem- 
bled, to the number of twelve or fourteen thousaad 
men, with the design of meeting them on Penrith- 
Moor ; and this enormons force was headed by the 
Sheriff of the county, by Lord liOnsdale, and by the 
Bishop of Carlisle, Almost immediately after, they 
were informed that the poise had hr^ea up and 
dispersed ; the rustics who compoaed it being foimd 
totally incapable of braving a host, which thm s 
ginations had previously invested with all 
of dreadful attributes. The insni^ntSi who iiii»* 
mediately set themselves to pursue aad seise Ae 
fugitives, took a considerable quantity of amsiy 
horses, and other things useful to them, exclanve 
of a prodigious number of pitchlorka, whkh ika 
lower order of the men had thrown away in diek 
flight. ^Finding no use for their prisonan, they 
Boon gave them their liberty ; a kindness which the 
obliged party repiud by shouting, ** God save King 
James, and prosper his merciful army ! " ' At Pen- 
rith, where they arrived that nigh^ they found ft 
supper, which had been prepared for the Bishop and 
his followers, and which they probably thong^t the 
best part of the spoils of the day* 

Penrith was then a populous and wealthy town, 
flo that the insurgents, if so inclined, m^^ have 
* ^e it much injury. They were prevented efisc- 
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tnaUy from taking any measnres against it, by some 
of the more re^ctable inhabitants, who had pre^- 
▼iouBly made a resolution to treat them, from the 
fint, with civility. Some iadiTiduals — it is not 
recorded of what persuasion-— attempted to get 
Mr Forster 8 permission to bum or puU down a 
Presbyterian meeting-house ; but he firmly reject** 
ed their request, observing, that he intended to 
gain by demency, and not by cruelty. * Strange 
to say, the High Church mania had recently cau- 
Bed many such Tiolent proceedings in various towns 
tbronghout England. 

They mardied next day to Appleby, where they 
stayed two days to rest. The march had hitherte 
been, very severe upon the Highland foot, notwith- 
standing that the English horse had carried their 
uma most of the way. 

A elergymen of the name of Gwyn, who a^ 
Gompaoied the expedition,, is stated to have taken 
R very strange way of exhibiting his seal during 
the »arcL At every church which occurred <« 
the way, he carefully scratched out King George's 
name f^om the prayer-books, substituting that of 
the Chevalier in a nice hand, resembling print, so 
that the proprietors of the volumes could scarcely 
perceive the alteration. 

Having proclaimed the Chevalier at Appleby^ 
and also raised the public money, they marched, 
on the 5th, to Kendal, and from Kendal, next 
day, to Kirby Lonsdale. Though they had thns' 
travdrsed the two populous counties of Cumber- 
land and Westmorland, they had as yet been join- 
ed by only one or two of the twenty thousand Ciw 
iholics whom the -Northumbrian insurgents had ex- 
pected ; an accession which was more tbaa conn- 
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terbalanced b^ the defection of seventeen T*eviot- 
dale gentlemen at Penrith. Kow, however, tliey 
received a few of the Catholic gentlemen of Lan- 
cashire. They were also cheered for a moment, on 
next day*s march, by learning that the Chevalier 
had been proclaimed at Manchester, and that the 
gentry of the country in that direction seemed in 
general determined to join them. 

Their next remove was to Lancaster, where 
they released some of their friends from the coun- 
ty gaol ; in particular, Thomas Syddal, who had 
headed the Manchester mob, on a late occasion, 
when it pulled down a dissenting chapel. On Wed- 
nesday, the 9th of November, after having spent 
-two days at Lancaster, and received some acces- 
sions of force, they set out for Preston, designing 
to possess themselves of Warrington Bridge, and 
afierwards to fall in upon Liverpool. In anticipa- 
tion of their intentions, General Willis, who had 
received an order from the Government to draw 
some forces together, and proceed against the re- 
bels, rendezvoused at Warrington Bridge ; the ci- 
tizens of Liverpool at the same time making ac- 
tive preparations to defend themselves. It was 
unfortunate for the insurgents, that their West-of- 
England friends had raised so many local distur- 
bances during the past year, as the Government 
had been thereby induced to send more troops to 
this than to any other district of England. These 
troops were now lying scattered in the neighbour- 
ing towns of Manchester, Chester, Birmingham, 
Stafford, Wolverhampton, ready to be amassed in- 
to a little army for their destruction. 

General Carpenter was in the meantime appri- 
•'^d of the direction which the insurgents had ta- 
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l^en ; aad, ^ngh his troops were excessirely &<• 
tigued with their late long inarches, and he him* 
self indisposed, he lost no time in advancing from 
Newcastle, to renew the chase he had so unne- 
cessarily abandoned. Willes learned at NewcaatlBy 
on the 8th, that Carpenter was at Durham ; and 
he immediately sent an express to hasten and di^ 
rect his march. 

On Friday the 1 1th, just as the insurgents had 
taken possession of Preston, General Wiles left Man^ 
Chester for Wigan, taking with him four regimenta 
of dragoons and one of foot, the last being the corpa 
which has been already introduced to the noUce of 
the reader under the title of '' the Cameronians. " 
At Wigan, where he arrived that evening, he was 
joined by Pitt's regiment of dragoons, which had 
been there quartered, and also by Stanhope's, 
which, having been disposed at IVeston, had ne^ 
cessarOy retired to Wigan on the approach of the 
insurgents. Five of these six horse regiments, 
Wynne's, Honeywood's, Munden's, Dormer's, and 
Stanhope's had been raised within the year, to an^^ 
swer the emei^encies of Government. But, though 
the men were thus very raw, their officers were 
generally men of experience. 

Willes had intelligence at Wigan, that General 
Carpenter would advance to Preaton next day, 
and also that the bsurgenta were lingering there, 
with the intention, apparently, of sustaining hie 
attack. He therefore marched forward to Prea* 
ton next morning. 

The insurgents had been joined, at Preston, by 
almost all the Catholic gentry of the neighbour* 
hood, amountmg, with their tenants, to about twelve 
hundred. The mass of the recruits were indeed 
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nere rnstics, and rery imperfectly armed ; eeniey 
having swordB and no muskets, others B(iniA[^el9 
and no swords, while a great number hnd only 
pitchforks, or no weapons at all. Forster, who 
was perfectly ignorant of war and its necessities, 
thought that Willes would never he able to face 
him, since his force had been so much increased. 
But the more experienced Macintosh entertained 
a very different notion. '^ Are these the fellows 
that ye intend to fight Willes with ? ** he said, in 
derision to Forster, as he pointed through • a win- 
dow to a pack of louts who passed along the 
street. <' Gude faith, man, an ye had ten thoU'^ 
sand of them, I would engage to beat the whole 
with a squadron of Willes's dragoons. '* ^ 

On the evening of Friday the 1 llh, Forster was 
for the first time made aware of General Willes's 
intention, by a letter which a friend of the cause 
had sent to the Earl of Derwentwater. The in- 
telligence is said to have dispirited him very much, 
so as almost to unfit him for his command. He 
sent the letter to Lord Kenmure, the head of the 
Scottish portion of the army. Kenmure imme- 
diately gathered a few of his chief officers, with 
whom he repaired to Forster's lodgings, to hold a 
general council. To their great surprise, they 
found the General gone to bed, and that although 
it was sdll an early hour. However, a conndl 
being held, it was determined to send out an ad- 
vanced party of horse towards Wigan, to plant 
strong guards at Derrin and Ribble Bridges, and 
to get the whole army in readiness to fight at the 
shortest notice. ^ 

' It seems 'to be generally allowed, that, if the 
huurgents had contested the pass of Ribble Bridge 
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wMi Genonl WiUes, at the same tine that they 
xeadered two adjacent fords impassable by the or* 
diaary means, tbey might have easily stood thw 
gnnindy and even perhaps destroyed the royal 
antty. Forster was unfortanately inspired with 
an idea that *^ the body of the town was the seen* 
rity of the army, " and had already resolved te 
abandon all exterior defences. 

Next forenoon, when it was known that Willes' 
troops were advancing towards the bridge, Forster 
commanded the guard of a hundred Highlander!^ 
.which the conncil had placed there under Far- 
quharsoa of Invercanld,. to retire into the town* 
•He, at the same time, withdrew a company of gen* 
tlemen who had taken np a most adyantageoua 
.post in Sir Henry Haugfaton's house, near the ex- 
tremity of the town, corresponding with the bridge. 

Between the bridge and the town, a space of 
about half a mile, the road ran almig a deep way, 
betwixt two high banks, the tops of which were 
^amounted by strong hedges. Cromw^l, in mak- 
ing an advance to Freston, similar to what Willes 
.was about to make, had here experienced great 
difficulty ; the enemy throwing down large stones 
*upon his men from the tops of the banks, one of 
which stones would have destroyed himself, if he 
bad not forced his horse to leap into a quicksand. 
Willes, who was surprised to find the bridge un- 
defended, at once supposed that the insurgents 
bad preferred the opportunity of assailing his men 
by an ambuscade from behind these hedges ; and 
he took the greatest care, on approaching them, to 
ascertain if they were lined. On finding that they 
%wer^ not, he could only form the idea that the in- 
snrgimts had evacuated the town altogether, and 
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Mto lidifiiiiflng, hf foRsed iiiircfc«tt to. 
kadc into Scotkad. ^ a 

He W9m 8Mii iaftoreied «f the i»al eleto t»f ebe 
iseie ; which wes, uinply) ihet Fonter faedl Ammm 
eU'hifl mea into the eentro -<^ the toiniy and hanii. 
eeded the four |>riBcipal sireete. The En^liih 
Geiieml tbea rode £or«rard, and took e musvej of 
the defenoes. He fcwBd th$i the etreeca w«re net 
hatrieaded at the extremitieB towards the fielda, 
hat a good way ap, near the centre of the town; 
afilptwheosions having been appvently 
^lat he might orerpower them by sendieg hie 
through the nnmekvns lanes a4 those pafis of tiia 
street^ and thus coming in rear of their defeiioea. 
The H>eni he learned, were disposed sot- aaly on 
the barricades, but also in the bowses near then^ 
amd especially in all the^ houses which^ kom their 
forming the comers of lanes, presented two sides 
towaixk the expected assailaata. 

The disposition of the insurgents, it nwafe he nl* 
lowed^ was very judieioils, supposing that k>w«s 
^ite impassible to defend the bridge ovaer tfe 
Eibble* The gwitlemen vdunteen, both EagK a h 
and ScettiBhy were drawn ap in a body ia the 
ehurchyard, under the commaad of Kenmwi^ 
Nithiadale, Wmtonny and Derwmitwater ; the iaat 
ilripped to his shirt, and incessantly emphfed ia 
ahemag the men, both by praaaals of money aai 
avoids ol enco u r ag u mea ti It was to be tho:ohief 
4aty of thia gallant head to aappiHrt Brigadiwr 
Macintosh, who was posted at a banio; below the 
tcharch. Lord Charles Mmrray, third son. of the 
Pakeof Athole^ waa placed, with m party of Higb* 
iaDdeiSf-at the barrier of a ataeet which led oat to 
^ fields. The Maclntpdi clan was djapoaed en- 
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tirti#^ m wfhiiiwWl om Am io«d t» Tirtif>rtgir>. Awl 
the geBtleaiai of Tenotdale, BdrwickshiiVy antf 
NortlmnbwkMi, witbrnMne of tbe Barl of Stnilh* 
■rave'* ra^itmenty were ttalioiied, madtt the oeai- 
MnuMl of Major Mfller and Mr DoHglw, at ft boiw 
ffier OB the road towards LiverpooL 

To make die assault with more effect, Geimal 
WiUet deteriBioed to attack onlf two of these 
points of defsoce at once« Having, therefore, dt- 
Fided his troops into two parties, one under Bri- 
gadier Dormer, and the other nnder Brigadier 
Heneywood, and haring selected two particular 
bMrriOrs as those most proper to be assailed, he 
gftvo the order to fall on, i^nt elevai o'clock in 
dbe fbnmoon* 

. Ihefirst attack was made by Brigadier Honey- 
wood» upon the barrier dCfended by Old Borlom. 
Fire different companies of dismounted troopere^ 
one from each of five regiments, were kd on to 
this otmck, which they performed with great re- 
noKitionb Dashing into the street oommmided by 
the banicade, they made directly up to that de» 
fimoa, endettrooring to fire the houses as they ad* 
^•ncad, sad' discharging shot at every poiat when 
tksy tojM peioeive an enemy* "Die insurgents 
ptmnA a destraottve ^re upon them Irom the bar- 
rier, and also from the adjacent houses; bnl» 
ill o ugh a greait uBBriMr fell, they eontiiiued for n 
coBsideraUe time in the street. When every other 
aUtoaapt had failed to make a lodgement near tbe 
hmrJM, the GasieroBian regiment was led by its 
Meutenaat-ci^nel, Lord Fenest^, through a lane 
whieh ieboBdied upon the straet, dose to that 
poiot^ Lord Fofrester, n aiagBlaarly bravo aum, 

B 
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Wfts hinroelf the first to appear before ^ di^m J^ M i 
fortification. He rode into tbe empty street, witll 
his dravm sword in his hand ; deliberately ap- 
proached the barrier, to snrvey it ; and then ewAly 
retired, amidst a shower of balls, some of wiii^ 
grazed bis person. Having thns animated }m 
men, he bronght them np to the point of the bar- 
ricade, and gave them directions to fire upon thoee' 
who manned it. He at the same time sent a 
party across the street, to take possession of a 
very tall boose, from which he rightly believed 
that he should be able to annoy the enemy. Uns 
portion of Willes' forces succeeded during the af- 
ternoon, in making some other advanti^eons lodge- 
ments ; but its main body retired at last finr the 
night, having lost a considerable number of men, 
and produced upon the whole little impression on 
tbe enemy. 

The regiment under Brigadier Dormer was not 
more successfal. They marched up with great 
resolution, and bore for a long time the severe and ' 
well-aimed fire of the insurgents. But they wen 
at last obliged, like their companions, to retire 
with considerable loss. During the evening of 
Saturday, and all the subsequent night, WilW 
troops kept up an almost incessant platooning aft 
the posts of the besieged. 

Next morning, Sunday, November ISth, the 
same day on which the battle of Sherifiinuir was 
fought. General Carpenter arrived with his forces, 
and greatly brightened the prospects of the royalist 
party. Willes immediately proceeded to explain 
his dispositions to Carpenter, and then offered to 
reHign the chief command to him, as he was the 
superior officer. Carpenter, however, was so well 
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ptoaiirt! with what had heea done, that he refosed 
t# accept what Willes offered ; observing, that he 
ought to have the glory of finishing the task, since 
he had the merit of commencing it. With the in- 
ereaaed forces which Willes now had under his 
command, the town was immediately invested on 
every side, waA more formidable prepai'ations were 
made for a renewed assault. 

Forster, however, completdy lost heart, on see- 
ing Carpenter 8 troops added to those who former- 
ly threatened him ; and, about two o'clock that 
i^temoon, he sent out his principal adviser, Colonel 
Oxhm^, to ask terms of surrender. This step, 
it must. be observed, was taken without the ad- 
irice^.and even without the knowledge, of the lead- 
ing men in the anny : it was the result alone of 
ihe timidity of Forster himself. Lord Widdrington, 
Colonel Oxburgh, and some others. The High- 
landers, instead of entertaining any such notions 
at the moment, were agitating a proposal for break- 
ing through the King's troops, sword in hand, and 
Jthen endeavouring to regain their native country* 
They were indeed so adverse to the idea of a sur- 
jrender, that, according to the report of a person 
present with them that day, they would have un- 
questionably shot Colonel Oxburgh as he was 
passing out to the royalists, if they had been aware 
of his errand. 

t . When Oxburgh was first introduced to General 
Willes, he experienced a reception very different 
from what he had expected. Instead of finding 
the General eaffer to make a bargain, as circum- 
staacee had led him to hope, he himself was with 
difficulty permitted to make a proposal. Willes 
tokl him that he would not treat with rebels : they 
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InmI killed a greafe n«mber «# hb M^jwlyW wdbi 
jeeta, and they must expeet^to «iid«i|;e ti|» mmmm 
fate. Oxbargh oted many entraaitet, aad ob<opa« 
ed the General, as a maa of hoaear aad aa affieev^ 
to show merey to people that were williag to mah* 
BMt. Willis then coadesoeaded to say, thal» if 
they woald lay down their aFBoe, and wanrtokdew 
themselves prisoners at diseietiony he would ppe* 
▼ent the soldiers from cotting tlM»n ia pseoaa till 
far^r (urders. For the eoasideratioa of thia of* 
fer, he proposed to allow an hour. Oxbaigii iii|» 
mediately retoraed, and reported the resalt «f haa 
iqissioii. It is not known what effeet it psodsoed 
upon the minds of those who b^afd it* Bttt» ba* 
fore the hour was ^[pkad, Mr Dalziel, bnulier of 
the Earl of Carawath» was seat oat to ia^iHffa 
what terms Oeaeial Willes wmM allow ta kia 
eoontrjrmen in particular. Willes ansupered^ that 
ha would give no other terms than those alraady 
offered through Colonel Oxburgk Dalml :lheA 
requested that his oonstitneots might ba aUawad 
till seven o'clock next morning to consider the best 
method of delivering themselves up. The Qaa^ 
lal said that he might do so, aa cgaditiaii that 
they shoald give him si^tisi^ory hostages agaias^ 
tbmr throwing np new intrenchmeats, or saffiNrii^ 
aay of their auaiher to escape* Ddaisi bavia^ 
expressed no hesitati<m on this scoray Gaaeial WIU 
les sent Colonel Cotton back with kirn to towai 
to bring out the hostages* 

The Earl of Derweatwataiy aad Madatosk of 
Boriam, being selected for this sarviooy Caloael 
Cotton soon after retorned to his Geaaral^s tent» 
having previously received the parole of all the 
aaUemen aad gentlameBy that they waold absewa 
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X 

tlld proposed eofidilions. During that afternoon,' 
the most riolent dispntes raged amongst the vari- 
ous component parts of the insolvent force. The 
Highlanders, enraged to the last degree at the dis- 
honour aliOQt to be brought npon them, were in n 
tftate of absolute mutiny. Several individuals were 
killed, and a great many more wounded, in ther 
cAUrse 6f their disturbances. As for Mr Forster, 
if -he had appeared on the street, he would have 
been slain, though he had had a hundred lives.' 
An attempt was made upon his life, even in hiv 
own chamber. A Mr Murray, who had entered 
10 remonstrate against the surrender, was so en- 
raged as to fire a pistol at him, the ball of which' 
would certainly have pierced his body, had not Mi* 
Pifttten, his chapl&in, struck up the arm of the in- 
tending assassin, just at the moment of the dis- 
charge. 

Next morning, at seven, Forster sent a messen-' 
ger to General Willes, informing him that the gen- 
Icemen asseml>led in Preston were disposed to sub-- 
mit according to the tferms proposed. DrigtiLdier 
Macintosh, one of the two hostages, was in the 
tent when this message was- delivered, and codid 
aot help remarking, that he did not believe the 
Seots would yield on such terms. They were 
people, he said, of desperate fortunes ; and he, 
who had been a soldier himself, knew what it waa 
to he a prisoner at discretion. ** Then go back to 
your people again," exchiimed Willes; ** and I 
will attack your town, and not spare a man of 
yon. " Macintosh went into the town, as desir- 
ed ; but immediately came back with an assurance 
that Lord Kenmnre and the rest of the Scots 

02 
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would smrwider od the same temw vith the £^0» 

The EngUah army then entered Pk^eatoB in two 
detachments^ and meeting in the market-piae9» 
where the whole of the insurgents were maeok^ 
bled, took posseseion of their arms, and fatmaSly- 
made them prisoners. Among the captiyes wero 
seventy-five > English, and a bnndred and £oit]p->. 
three Scottish noblemen and g^tlemen, all of 
whom were disposed under guards in the priBcipdi 
inns. The common men* amounting in all to fonr- 
teen hundred, whereof a thousand were Scotch, 
were confined in the church. It might hare been 
csEpected, frpm the great accessions they had r^ 
ceived during the last few days* that theve wmd4 
baye been more prisoners ; but, probably, maay of 
the rustics hid iipiid# tb^ii" empe. duiJiig 4«t da^p 
of the blockade, or were not (Hstingnished by tbft 
soldiers at the surfvnder^ SeFemtoen of thfrir mvaf 
bar bad been killed in the defence ; whiles of ikm 
assaibmfs, them were between sixty aad eayua^ 
killed, and b» many mmre wounded* 
. Thus e^dedy wiUi a nuest Immiliajting sumndov 
006 gmui diyiai^ of the insuiiaatioB of 1715« ' . 
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CHAPTER VII. 

AHRITAL OP THE CHEVALIER IN SCOTLAND. 



And T sliall sing a ranting sang, 
ThtA day our Kittg oimes ow«r the water. 

JUtdy XeU,h*t LametU. 



Tmn- pMial Mm^ nf SheriAoinr, and ilie ab9o- 
IhIb mditKMi of I^eaton, were not the only inju* 
riee wUek tb^ Jtcobite caose snsteined st tbe fs« 
ttl pviui <if toe now un^r ?ie«r« Almost on the 
9mm 4Ry witb both erf these wibappy hieideiitSf 
Uie iii8iH|;eot ^^msonof loTerneas was reduced 
by the VVliiggish ckns, under Daneaa Forbes of 
Calledea and Lord Loval 9 the last of whoiub had 
feeendy seeu fit to appear on the gpovemment side* 
for the purpose of estahliahiii^ his somewhat qves- 
tMUsable title agauist the pretenstons of a lady 
whose hosbaiid bad joined the opposite interset* 
The loss ol InTomess was of grsat o(»aeqiieiiee 
to the iasiirgeiits ; for it cansed the Earl of Senk 
forth and the Marquis of Hnntly to leave the 
camp with most of their meiiy ia order to proteet 
their respective' conntries from the new garrison t 
and it supplied lh^ enemy with a sort of points f 
€qppiUj by which to annoy and check all the in- 
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•orrectionaiy movements from the North. Among 
other results which it produced, was the desertios 
of the greater part of the dan Eraser. These men 
had come in a considerable nnmber, nnder Mr 
Mackenzie of Fraserdale, (the husband of Sybilla 
Fraser, who claimed the title of LiOVBt), beings no 
doubt induced to do so, at once by their own in- 
clinations, and by supposing their conduct to be 
agreeable to the male representative of their fami- 
ly. But when they learned that that personage 
appeared in arms on the opposite score, they in- 
stantly left Mr Mackenzie's service, and entered^ 
that of Lord Lovat ; the clannish principle, as tke 
world remarked at the time, being thus approved 
as superior to every other in the mind of a High- 
lander. 

The Earl of Mar's umy seems to have been 
reduced about one half, in consequence of tlieae 
various disasters. At the same time, the Duke of 
Argyle was re-inforeed at Stirling by sevemltlkNi- 
sand Dutch troops, who had • landed hi Bnglttiid 
about the middle of November, and were imme- 
diately forwarded to him. 

It was indeed apparent, as the Whig writers rs^ 
mariced, that, whether the battle of SheriUbair 
was or was not a victory to the Duke of Ar^le, 
it was at least a victory to' Kh)g George. Mar 
might contend as he pleased for this honom* ; but; 
even allowing that he was the vielor, what Idml of 
a triunyph was it, whidi httd: caused half of hit 
tfoopB to desert, and obliged himself ^ to give up 
the ot^ect for which be had advanced, thit^f 
marching across the Forth ? It was ludii^oMly 
renarked, that one more such victory would ««• 
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AOliy imre him mtliewt a mgh wauki mA p0ilii|it 
makA biwaelf fl^ ifae kiiigdoBi. 

But, as tniiby Mar was bjr no meaas inteasibla 
to ^ cKsiidTaalagea anong. ^lun the fight : ba cnh 
ly thooght it necesBsry to boaat as much as poB* 
aibl% la onkr to sastaia the afmta ci his fiieads. 
Ha siill aatftffaipad hopas that the Duke of Or* 
mtBod . woald piodnce a gnmd diTersioa in EaglaiMit 
or At least that the landing of the Chavalief, whioh 
waa daily eapeetod, maaki bring, oai a loaUitnde 
who had not as yet dedared themselves* To keep 
Ua iotCB in heart till either of these eveatSj he eat 
daavaared, by all possible meaasy te impress the 
pnUie with ap idea Uiai he had gained the battle 
of flberiffmuir, uid that he was now in a jnoia 
flattrishing condition than erer. ' His boasts* ia 
raabty, ware lo«d» preeisdy in the rsiio' of his 
fassa; aad» stamga te say^ ait the very time whilst 
ha was issoiag eonfidsMt pithnlamatiiMM^ and iafii^ 
ted aeceantsof hie strength, he formed the^rese^ 
latieael mtrepiting liam Peeth whenaver Arg^la 
shonld march against it, and even began te nwdse 
overtnns ta the royalist general ior a capitnla- 
tiaa* 

It ii traa, that the dmni whe dssertad him weia 
duefly those who bid dietiagaished themselvaa 
kail at Sheriiinair, while the remainder con^ie- 
headed neaiiy the i^ole elaas^ and all the gaod 
effieeva. Nar waa tbcee any wiairt af eemi^ ar 
aasi in the army as thas vedaoad. Hie Highland 
ehiefcy wha all ■amainedj anaaimoBsly prassed for 
aseeead battle^ offiering to meka the iuatchaiga 
at the bead af their BEMis. Oofdon,Hamilt««,aBid 
Seelio» the tlwsa ^nae^ affieeia, were of the 
same BBind) and diiB|^yad an equal readiaeas to 



286 ABBivAL Of turn 

ex|MMie dian8»ly««. ** If we hmwe iMt yet gmmi 
« victoryy " said Geiiflral Hamilum, at m ebi^icil^f 
war held immediately after tbe bat4le» <' we onglit 
to fi^t Argyla once «»week till we make it 
one,"* 

Bat the brnveiy of tbeae mutk wm deetio^d to 
be utterly tlirown away upon tbeir genenly wlmn 
the issue of the battle of Sheriffinair had oonvm* 
ced more firmly than ever of the tnith of hie go* 
reming maxkn^ that he could not hofie for woeoeaa 
in battle without an enormoosly superior fovee. It 
is also to be observed, that, although a cevtain 
portion of his troops were thus eager for adm 
warfare, there was another which joined hka in 
advocating the expediency of delay. These weio 
even a considerable number at this junct&re^ whe^ 
conceiving that things were not favoutable to their 
enteiprise at present, and supping that they oouU 
easily renew it at a more ausfMcions time, prepo* 
eed in secret whispers that they should treat with 
the Duke of Aigyle for an amnesty with the go*' 
▼emment. 

We have the authority of a JooraaL puUidbod 
U(ith Mar's sanction in France, for stating that this 
last party was a numerous one, so eariyaa the 
time when they received intelligence of the roduo* 
tion of Preston. At that time, saya the jour^ 
aalist, *' some, who had been caballing ^irivatel^ 
before, began to speak openly of capitulating with 
the enemy, and found others more easily to joui 
with them." Early in December, according. t» 
the same au^rity, ^' those who were -for capittt<» 
lating with the enemy, pressed the Earl ^ Mar so 
hard to consent to.it, that, to prevent some. peepia 
hom making private. s^oiate treaties, which iia 
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found they were idwiit, " he was at last forced to 
9mm^ with them to a certain extent Through 
the Comtesa of Mnrray, who was amit to the 
Diriie of Argyle, ^ he hegged that noblemim to 
inform him if he had power to treat with the gen* 
tfemen then in arme at Perth. Argyle anawered, 
with great ciyilitf , that he had not power to treat 
Willi them in a body,' but that he would write to 
eooft to request an enkrgeraent of his oommissioit 
to that extent. The reply sent from the insurgent 
camp was, that, when he should let them know he 
possessed suffident power to enter into a treaty, 
they would make their propositions. 

The Duke of Argyle lost no time in sending 
hia commission to London for renewal ; hut, in- 
ale ari of proeurmg what he wanted, he was not 
even honoured by a return of his old commission. ^ 
The members of the Gorernment had probably 
been apprised before of the tenderness he showed 
to various individuals in the insurgent army on the 
Md of battle, and was now, without doubt, alarm- 
ed at the disposition he manifested to procure 
them a forgiveness of their oBFence. 

*It was while the afiairs of the Chevalier wore 
this grave aspect, while his army was reduced to 
a half of its former numbers, and its leader was 
contemplating an abandonment of the rest, that 
that personage at length resolved to gratify the 
wishes of his friends, by going to join them in 
Scotland. The insurgents had all along looked to 
such an event, as to one which should be next thing 
to ensuring their success ; and there really is great 
reason for supposing, that, if he had appeared im- 
mediately after they began to gather, and had theii 
acted with even a moderate degree of vigour, the 



S8ft AKBiVAL OS XMS 

•nUrprifle.waoM hard b«Nm. blwilf 
The enlhnsiMm pt the JaeobitM 
which reteied aknoet ex^hmr^ to the pwnon «f 
this youth. Distant ead alien ee he had elmifM 
bee% tbey eaterteined the Qtmeel reFenenea te 
him* In the want of his .own prascBoe aaaoof 
diem, they had heea in the habit of fsadiaif their 
affectiea Irith the slightest. meqMvials of h^ per» 
son; with trinkets containiBg^ lecks.of his hah', with 
niniatm^ of bis face, or even with cofHes of Us 
-autograph. The present writen hasaeena email 
^Hble .which formerly belonged to one of fheaa en^ 
thnsiasts ; and within the first bowd there atill i«« 
inained the vestiges of a furint of the Chevalier's 
head» i^hieh had apparently been put theie^ that 
the'aspiratiooa of Uie proprietor of- the Tolimia ae^ 
garding his political idid.nught mingley day,b|r4ay» 
with the worehip of the Divine Being hieseelfM.. 

«« Where, mixed with Ood*d, his blest Idea lies. '* 

It is evident that, to give a sentiment of thia pe- 
culiar kind its full scope and force, the presence 
of the object which inspired it was most expressly 
pecessary. The Whigs ^^whp did not fight for 
King (jeorge so much as for the abstract idea of 
liberty and protestantism— could not have been 
much animated by the eye of th^ir sovereign ; but 
the Jacobites required tms, perhaps, more than any 
thing else. 

At the first intelligence of the insurrection^ Jamea 
had gone from Lorraine to St Maloes, where he 
exerted himself for some time with great activity 
in shipping off supplies ; designing himself to go 
on bc^rd one of the last vessels, in order to sail 
for Scotland. His departure, on account of va- 
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ixfiio day fMf np^irttHii of a month, till at Imigtil 
hb f^kxM it ititpaMible to Mil from St Mftloes, 
#ttfiOiit tlie eertiddty of boing captured by this 
Btitisb moa^f^wafj which lay befdr^ the harbour; 
H^ tiiOii tiiiff^led aero«a tho country to Dunkirk^ 
and, atriTitl^ lhei« about tha ttiiddk» of Di»cembor, 
H« any pnhftt notieo had b^eu tekeu of hU mo^ 
^OnB, he iamuodiately wem on board a Amall re»^ 
ml df €fi^t g«M, under t#o htmdr^ tons burd«fi( 
vifhUsh happ^nod to be ]ySn^ iu the harbour. Hia 
nAofiB rMimie nt this ttiotlieiit consisted of sit peir^ 
aons. Whl^, like hlMself, were df^ised in the di«S6 
M Ftmth natal officers. Befot« leating the har^ 
hmttf he left direetionn for the mam body of hia 
aervanta, that they ahoald follow him at a little 
dfstaaee in two ot^er Tessefs, which should at the 
same fhne bring" sdme iitofes he detigned ftyr th^ 
attny at Perth, besides tome ingota of gohi^ being 
part of the loan he had procured fhim the King 
tt^ Spioas ' 

The Chetalter had been loudly accused of 
I^Waillice, at PMs, oii account of his long delay 
' 1^ embafking fbr Scotland. But, if he had not 
^ro^ed hia courage by the way be perfbrm- 
«d the duties of an aid-($s-camp to the French 
g^eneml at the battle of Malplaquet, he must have 
%eett ascertidiied to pOaseas that quality in at leaat 
a rei^>e<Btab]e degree, by the dangers which he 
lira?^ la h^ present royage. It must be recol- 
lected that the ^eas through which he had to pass, 
W^re ihwept in all directions by Bnglish war>yes- 
t«8dela, and also that he underwent no little dan- 
gef* flW>tn ilia own crew, the reward of a hundred 
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tboxmoid pounds for his mppahmiMm being - 
to foroignen at well n to mtive 'Btkone. 

After a ▼oyage of fire days, tbe iitdb 
in which he sailed was observed off die H«%irt 
of Montrose ; when, the concerted signals b9iag 
made on both sides» it was soon aseertaiBed en 
shore that ** the King *' was on board. Intelli- 
gence of his approach was immed&iitely despatched 
to the army, at Perth, where it occasioned a tn- 
pixAt of joy sttrpassmg all description* It wan not 
fotmd convenient, however, to land immedintnlyy 
or at Montrose. A sn8picious>looking Tennol, 
which appeared at a litl^e distnnoe, canned the 
rioop which conveyed the hope of the Jncobilpi 
to sheer off to the northward ; and it wna not till 
next morning, when he foond Umself near the 
little fishing-harbonr of Peterhead, a bncgh of 
barony belonging to bis friend the Earl Mansclial» 
that the Chevalier thought lie might safely ran 
his vessel towards the land. 

He accordingly debarked at Peteihead, on tfcn 
*22ad of December, being attended by no morn 
tfalin six persons, among whom were the Marqoi»of 
Tynemomb, son of the Duke of Berwick, and 
Lientenant Allan Cameron of LochieL The. last 
of these two gentlemen was immedinlely seat off 
express to Perth, with tfae^ news of the deharien- 
tion ; and in the meantime James and Ins- other 
fire friends, still in disguise, took np ■ their ab4>de 
for the night in one of the best houses in the 
town ; the vessel being instantly despatched back 
to France^ with intelligence of his safe amvnL 
Next day, he advanced towards the headrqnarten 
of his army, lodging the first night at Newbuigh, 
a seat of Earl Mariscbal, and next day paming 
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«lir<ni|^b' AberdeoB, withoat as yet idkdoeisg %h» 
Secret of bis rank. He then went to Fetteressoy 
"^e principal seat of the Earl Marischal. 
'' Mar, on being apprised of bis arrival by Liea* 
tenant Cameron, toc^ borse, with tbe Earl Maria* 
^bal, General Hamilton, and about thirty other 
gen^men, and rode fwward to meet him. Ar- 
itirii^ at Fetteresso on the 27th, they w^e intro* 
daced,-many of lliem for the fint time, to their 
pseudo-sovereign, who on this occasion threw a- 
aide bis disguise, and appeared in bis proper dress, 
permitting them all to kiss bis band. Immediately 
after tbe cerem<my of introduction, they proceed* 
ed to prodaim him before the door of the house. 

He was detained a few days at Fetteresso by 
«ai ague, but spent the time in receiving loyal ad« 
'dresses from tbe non-jarant clergy of the diocese 
of' Aberdeen, and from the magistracy of that 
fiurgb. ' Here he also conferred some new titles^ 
elevating the Earl of Mar» in particular, to a duke« 
ildm. On the 2nd of January, he moved forward 
to Brechin, on the Srd to Kinnaird, and on .the 
4th to Glammis Castle, the seat of the Earl of 
Stcathmore ; which last he declared to be the 
finest chateau be bad ever seen in any country. 
From Glammis^ Mar issued a lettOT descriptive of 
^ peffion and address of tbe Chevalier, which he 
caused to be printed and published, for the pur* 
pose of giving tbe people a favourable impression 
df him. It is well worthy of a perusal in these 
modem times, as a specimen of the policy of this 
crafty statesman. 

" GlameSyJan. 5, 1716. 
. *< I met the King at Fetteresso, on Tuesday 
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te'en^ibtr wW^ we staid till Fridftf; fnm thw^m 
we egme to Brechin^ then to Kimniird, and yeafar» 
da^ here. The King designed to have gome t^ 
Dundee to-day ; bnt there is snch a fall of aiiow 
that he is ft>r^d to pat it off till to-nioiT«»wr, if h 
be practicable then ; and from thence be 4engm 
to go to Scoon. There was no haste in bia beiiig 
there sooner, for nodiing can be done this Bei|«oii, 
else be had not been bo long by the way* Pnoplai 
everywhere, as we hare come alongi are exo0sair«» 
ly fond to see him, and express their duty na ib0f 
ought. Without any compltipent to Vm, und to 
do him nothiag bat justice, setting aside hie being 
a prince, he is ret^Uy the finest gentleman X ^ver 
knew. He has a ▼ery good presence, and resem*- 
bles Charles the Second a great deal. His preMBcn^ 
bowoFer, is not the best of him. He has fine pai$% 
and dispatches all his business himself wi^ tiie 
greatest exactness. I never saw any body write to 
finely. He is afiable to a great degree, witboot losing 
that majesty he ought to ha^, and has the sweataat 
temper in the world. In a wordy he is erf«ry way 
itted to make vs a happy people, ware bia ssb" 
jects worthy oF him. To have him peaceably se^ 
led on his throne, is what tbese kingdoms do not 
deserve ; but he deserves it so much, that I bopa 
there's a good fate attending him. I am sups tbm 
is nothing wanting to make the i^sst of his*sabjecta 
as fond of him as we are, but their knowing bias 
as we do ; and it would be odd if bis presenefi »« 
jp^JUkg ns, after his running so many hazards locaaih 
pass it, does not turn the hearts even of tba i|iost 
obdurate. It is not fit to tell the particulars ; but 
I assure yon he has left nothing undoae, that well 
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oonld -be, to gain e^ery body ; and I hope God 
will toncb their hearts. 

* *^ 1 hare reason to hope, we shall all quickly see 
a new &ee of affairs abroad, in the King s favour ; 
which is all I dare commit to paper. 

"Mar." 

The Chevalier moved, on the 5th, from Glammis 
to Dandee, which town he entered on honeback, 
the Earl of Mar riding on his right hand, and the 
Sari Mimchal on his left, while nearly three 
hnndred gentlemen came up behind. At the re- 
quest of the friends who attended him, he remain* 
^lor an hour at the cross of the burgh, to show 
hins^f to. the people. They hailed him with 
kmd and long- continued shouts ; and many indi« 
▼iduals were admitted to the honour of kissing his 
hand. In the evening, after having gratified the 
Bpiscopalian clergy, it is said, by imprisoning the 
Presbyterian, he retired to the house of Stewart 
of Graodtully,' in the neighbourhood, where he 
apent -the night. ^ Next day, Saturday, January 
7th, he proceeded along the Carse of Gowrie, and 
dined at Castle Lyon, (now Castle Huntly), an- 
other seat of the Earl of Strathmore ; in the 
•vemng he advanced to Fingask, the seat of Sir 
David Threipland, one of the most zealous of his 
adherents. On Sunday mommg, tffter having 
slept at Fingask, he went forward to Scoon ; which, 
being 009 of the royal palaces of Scotland, and 
only two miles from > the camp at Perth, he de- 
signed for his permanent residence. 
' The arrival of this personage at the camp was 
a matter of mutual disappointment. The men, 

2 a2 
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tbM^h ^sOnm^if gbd to tet eten hHRwK f 
morti6ed to the last degrm iut finding tJhffk hn 
Wougbl with him nether ipw nor ftoiiQat He, 
OR the other hfuid» coald not help estpresdipg div" 
Batis&ction when b« lewoed how 8«i|d| Ihey ir«P9 
in nnnbers. On coming to Perth next day, he 
desired to see " those little kings with their jur- 
miaiy '* as be wis pl^ised to entiUe the chiofe and 
the dans ; oad accordingly, one of tho best bodion 
WM tmmed out to display itself befoie bifnu Urn 
was highly pleased with the appearance of Uio 
warlike mountaineers^ and apprpvad of their anaii 
and noda of nsing them. But, on inquiring b<w 
many such droops were in iMvna for himp and }ema^ 
iBg their miserably diminished nnmbei^p be pm 
visible tokens that ho was snrpriaed» and d^nt Ut 
aurpriso was. not an jigrefaUo onot 1% voy bo 
aigiiod» from the circnmstanGo of tben»b«^mg boon 
no general reyiow on this ocoasion, that the fiwoef 
wioro too few to make a respectable appoiiiniioe» 

He was not preventedy however, ftom loaning i^ 
fcw edicts in bia assnmed royal character. Ijm 
ordered a fast and thanksgiTing over tbe kiagdow 
lor bis safe arrival, and cominanded aU rainiptiiBi 
to pray for bim by name in cfaorches. He pro- 
dauned » currenay to all foreign coin* appointed a 
day for o Convention of Estates in Scotlvad lo 
settle the nation, and ordered nil fenciblo man in 
the kingdom, between siytena nnd eixtf, toJie^ 
pair to bis standard* The sixth of his piodamof 
tions was for bia eoroiiadon> which he iippointdd 
to take place at Scoon on tbo 23d of Jannarf^ 
and for which the Jacobite todies of Pertfasbira 
immediately began to prepare, by snbsoiibing snmi 
for tbe pnrcbani of o temporary ooronot whcare- 
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wkfc t» tiinamwl bis In'ows, in tke nb^enee of thse 
dia4ett of his iwicestCffB at Edinburgh Costte. 

BiU tb^M ftHempts at sovereign Btate never went 
bof ond tbe pi^r on wbich tbey were at first set 
fqrtb. Before he had been three days at Pertb, 
llfi became completely aware^ to U9e a vemai^ular 
pfciUfe, that ha was in a scrape. He found him- 
aelf committed to what waa Uttle better than the 
ftaff of «fk army ; and that omall band was itself 
pn tbo point of being broken vff either by its own 
dispnteiy or by the focee of the enemy. Tbe dia- 
laat clans as yet displayed no disposition to rqoin 
Ihe Clasp, aUegiag the depth of the snow as a rea- 
f6m §w tboir not ondertaking the journey. The 
Maiqais of Hontly and the Earl of Seaforth wei^, 
bo nndeiatood^ acioally in terms with tbe foreror 
manl for a spibmisaion. At the samo time, thc( 
Dnka of Argyle was prtparmg his immensely sw- 
p^fi^ force to march against i*erth» so soon as the 
9noir dbaiM mek; and he had already tak^ Ai^ 
bonar part of Fife under hip anthmity, and thui^ 
cot off ail Biq>ply of coal from the insurgent camp» 
ft a ^me wb^n that commodity had become thf 
meat indispensable of all the necessaries of Ufe. 

It is not easy t/o im»fffw a more melancholy 
condition than that of the unfortunate representa* 
^o of the Stuarts on this occasion. It is evident^ 
§NW the lugubrious ton^ of a speech which he de- 
foevsd to his council soon after his ajrival^ that ho 
fo)t it to be so ; bi^ peiiiaps it could not be mor^ 
distinctly prored by any thing, than by the fBc^ 
whiob one of his adherents h§8 recorded of him, 
tinXf during the whole time of his stay at Perth, 
ho aeiBtr was once ob9«rved to smile. 

^ His pcffion, " says the Master of Sinclair, de-* 
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BCiibing him as he appeared at Perth, ^ iMwtelt 
and thin, seemiiig to incline to be lean nKfiher thate 
to fill as he grows in years. His coimtenaace was 
pale, but perhaps looked more so than nsttti, by 
reason he had three fits of an i^e, whicb *took 
him two days after his coming on shwd. Yet li» 
seems to be sanguine in his constitution; and there 
is something of a vivacity in his eye, dint p^haqM 
would have been more -visible, if he had not beoa 
under dejected circumstances, and surrounded with 
discouragement ; which, it must be ad^nowledg^ad* 
were sufficient to .alter the complexion even of Ina 
soul,' as well as of his body. - Hk speedi was 
grave, and not very clearly expressive of kki 
thoughts, nor overmuch to the purpose; but luft 
^ords were few, and his behaviour and tenipiHr 
seemed always composed. What he was in Mb 
diversions, we know not ; here was no room %fx 
such things. It vras no time for mirth. Neither 
can I say I ever saw him smile. Those who speak 
so positively of his being like King James YII., 
must excuse me for saying, that it seems to say 
they either never saw this person, or never saw 
King James VII. ; and yet I must not cmiceali 
that when we saw the man whom they called our 
king, we found ourselves not at all animated by 
his presence ; and, if he was disappointed in us, 
we were tenfold more so in him. We saw no* 
thing in him that looked like spirit. He never 
appeared with cheerfulness and vigour to animate 
us. Our men began to despise him ; some asked 
if he could speak. His countenance looked ex- 
tremely heavy. He cared not to come- abroad 
amongst us soldiers, or to see us handle our arttm 
' ^ our exercise. Some said the circumstances 
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he found qb in dejected him ; I am sure the figure 
li^ mttde dejected m ; and, had he sent ns bttt &fm 
lkm»amd men of good troope, and never himself 
cotne among vs, we had dmie other things than 
we haf« now done. 

^ At the a{^»raadi of that crisiB when he was 
to defend his pretensions) and either lose his life 
ar gain a crown, I think, as his 9&m were sitn- 
mtsdy no man can aaf,. tiiat his appearing grare and 
omnposed was a token of his want of thought, hnt 
ittthev of ft mgtiSmat wudetf, growdod wpon the 
proiqpeet of hn ineTitri^e rain, which he conld not 
be so Toid of seiise aa not to see plainly before 
Um, at least when be came to see how i^connst* 
eat hie measm^i wove, how unsteady the resolu* 
lions ef his giddes, and bow impossible it was te 
aMke then agree with one another. " ^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
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GOVCLUSIOK OF THS INSURRECTIOK^r i 



-JBnt we Ai|prl«» 'widi wnlditfa^cfKfty - • 

Lodged in Jiis (k^ i4trenchiDenta Ik^^ 
CoucKed like a lion in thy way, 
' He waits ta spring upon llis pr^ ; 
Wliale, ]ik» a Iun^ oif timoroup ioet, • 

lliy army shakes and pants with fear, 
Led by their douRhty genend's skil^ • . :.. 

FVom firth to firth, and hill to hill. 

Is thus thy haughty promise paid, 
That to th^ Oheraiier was made, 
When thou didst oaths and duty barter 
For dukedom, generalship, and garter? 
Three weeks thy Jemmy shall command,' 
With Highland sceptre in his haad„ 
Too good for his pretended birth- 
Then down shall rail the king of Perth ! 

Pasquil OH the Earl cf Mar, 

• 

Orders had now been transmitted from the Go* 
Ternment, commanding the Dnke of Argy}e to 
proceed against the inBorgents, and endeaToor to 
crash them while they were in their present wei^ 
condition. To assist him both in his councils and 
in the management of the army, he was joined in 
December by General Cad<^psn, an officer rank* 
ing next to Marlborongh in reputation, and whose 
loyalty and zeal were still less questionable. It 
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ymM apptsr thst ikb D«ke of Aigyle ww ao* 
hunself 90 anxioiis to giTo the insiwreGtioii :il» 
<leatb-blow, as night hare, been expected fron one 
in his titoation : he was evidently far more dispot* 
aad to let his unfortanate cgantrymen disperse-al; 
their own convenieoce, and without annoyance ; and 
there can be no donbt, that his chagrin at not re* 
cetving perarission to treat with them iwras excee* 
dve. It wodd be difficult to find a safficieifit.rea*: 
eon for his Grace's feelings and cmidnct at thia 
jtiBctaro. Perhaps, his tenderness proceeded en# 
tiiely from nattoiutl and benerdent feeling ; pec^ 
haps, that was ming^ with a care to preserve tha 
estates of some of the insurgent chie^ on whicb 
lie had sdgnoriid and other claims. It is. certain^ 
at kasty that he expressed boiii surprise and mor- 
tification at the very snccess he was soon to meet 
with ; and it is also certain^ that the Grpvemment 
was afterwards so* fally c<mvinced of -.his want of 
seal in their behalf^ as to deprive him of all his of* 
fioes, notwithstanding. that his firmness throoghont 
the earlier part of the campaign might be said, to 
have been their salvation. 
. His preparations for marching against Perth y^^te 
completed early in January, • when he found .hist- 
self in command of upwards of ton thousand iQeui 
and also in possession of a .field of avtiHerjr uum-* 
baring nearly thirty guns. The only obsti^cle .the^ 
remaikiing in his way* was the snow, whi^h. had 
feUen to agreat depth, and, from the obduracy. of 
the. iireaty i seemed likely to continue a good .while 
'onrthe ground. The distance frqm Stirling to 
Perth, was only between, thirty aad forty iiiiles» 
wl^chf in ; other ciiyumytances^ would haveJieen 
but twoiidays march. At the i^retwt^ however^ 



ipwi wippdiiiB thlit thi tonrft wM {mmmMb^ t li^ a 
iMnld bum \men A aeoMiitf of ipeiidiiig t«« 
fl^li Ml kifel, if iM« ihra^ by A» wmf. Tktk 
pMiptcl} at mtek « mmob, ifis 1101081 imtotenU^i 
iMr, M tlM iMMUfiiMii kfld Idtea cbvb td l^nrtl itt 
tlM TiSigM OM Ua road, there ww no otW nMMiii 
6i lodg^bg to b« expected by ih» me% than tiMtf 
of BlMpiii| m tbeir ek>«l» «peli the evffM of tlw 
floow. Tm Duke of Ai^le at iMt attempted t9 
deky the inarch on thb acitoaiit ; bht Cadogsfi, 
lAo pefhapB had imrthKstioiit to ovonnle nfi boafr* 
taihig^ measoteiy faitkted w^ omefa upon dio mtem* 
aity of obeying the GOtoHiaiida of dMdr coo«tatw> 
ettta» that hn Giate wm obliged^ on the 9Mi ef 
JaMHury, to put IJM comitry peofi^ to the taak of 
deariag iiiray the ttiow, preparatory to 11 naneii. 

Meanwhile, all was diatiacttoiir m the JaooMM 
eaaip^ The leading tamk^ though aware that they 
eould neter expeot to hold out agaiaat Afgyle^ 
liado an apparaot reeolottoo, at a oooneil 00 th« 
lOth <tf Janoaiy, te iartiiy the town. Tho iM% 
oeoandtogiy, wctfe iraipkiyed withoM huemitaiott 
from that cUiy, in making the neeeaeary diAnoea; 
$mAf if we am 10 b^to ooe of their mmiWr, 
aator w»t men atore cheerfiil in the ptoapeei of 
ooHung kite oolHiioA with aa enemy. The p^tt« 
dpal men did aU they oooid to eaeonn^ liria 
$fkAt ; BtUi hopbg, it woidd ^ypear, itmt ihtf 
i^ght be atreagthenod befoio tfm day of wW by 
the rotiam of the diatattt claaa, but at thi aaiai 
tiaao oeitaiD, that to ozpreia any fear, or a imoIii*^ 
tkm to retreat, wodM joat precipitato the tafai of 
their caaae» aod of Aem aeiye a * The eo«M» df 
tim army had been wio«giit iipv by motorf alid 
leag eoatintied e^ciloaaeMy to a ictithkai jMk ; 
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a|^..4ie i4ea of. ^wmg op the. enterprise W9»*imw 
soeutkely out of the cdci^tions •f tfae^conunoa 
i^jNij rediMsed thpagh they w«iib in nnmbw, that 
tfie* &mt hint of a different feeling from the Cheni- 
lier, ^ hi9 generals, would hare probably cansec^ 
% general mutiny, if not soma more viotont ex- 
fdiMioH* 

, InteUigenee was at length received at Perth,. 
JianQasy 2Sth, th^t the Duke of Argyle was nest 
day' to commence his march from Soling with 
bia whole army^ and that, as he had two thousand- 
iiu»n employed in clearing away the snow, he might 
be expei^ed very speedily to make his appearance 
heiore their camp*- There was immediately a grmt 
appearance iof joy in the mass of the Cavalier army.^ 
The officers and gentlemen volunteers emhraoed 
etasik <4h9r in mutual congratulation, and drank to 
^' the goodday " wjbich they thought at length eiir 
the point of arriving. The ootaamon soldiers and- 
the clansmen are described by one who saw them,, 
as having been rather like men prepartag for a 
mirths fete than for a mortal contest : their f^ers: 
played incessantly ; and they ^look kanda with 
each other, aa men da when called to^anv oceasiont 
of aociid jeonvimU^y« In the Privy Council of the 
Chevalier, there was a very diifereilt ^ddbition of 
f^hng, 

^ The question proposed for debate in that as*" 
semUywaa, whether the uniiy. abonld post itself 
in tl^ town and defend U9 <m^ march out and fight- 
in %hi^ Rj^n fieldsr The fiiat wbe ga^ve an <^]oa 
i|ll&%^r^f^ oipeert of great repute inUie army» 
ai^ who ipa.a skil6d engineer»^ He said, th«t, 
H the we^tdiM»r were j9p«e» wd anpposisg the eaen^ 
2» 9. . 
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able to lay a aiege in the proper fan, li wmM 
be impossible to hold o«t such an open place shmfm 
five days ; it would be bat a sacrifice of men's tiwa 
to attempt to defend it* As the case now staoc^ 
howeyer, he thoo^t they raig^t give a good oo* 
count of themselves if besieged. The season was 
such» as not only to prevent the royal forces from. 
digging trenches, and making the other necessmry 
preparationsy but would destroy them befoie they 
bad well planted themselves before the town* Iht 
river being then froasen over, so as to be passable 
for both horses and carriages, the camky migkt be 
poeted on the other side, in such a way as t# va^ 
ceive those who might be pushed by the enemyf 
or advance to improve any advantage they oaighft 
gain ; and there was one little ^ot of ground sear 
the town, (formerly the site oi a windi^l, and alift 
containing a house surrounded by a dry moat), 
where a small body of foot, with four pieeeaof 
cannon, night put it out of the enemy's pcwor ta 
attack the town tUl such time as it ^ould be dia» 
lodged. 

The ddMle continued dnmg the whole of tfaat 
night; a fiiet in ilielf sufficient to show that then 
was no general or c<HisiateBt sentiment araongths 
leaders of the army in favour of fightings The 
men next day caught alarm from their indedsioa^ 
and were unbounded in their expressions of rage 
and dtsappointmmit. A notion began to possess than 
that they were betrayed and ruined by the pol- 
troonery of their leadws. Under the infiuence «f 
ibat fading, they lost all regard to the rukse of 
military subordination. Some of then were so- 
bold as tomfle the principal offieen in the etrseli^ 
called them cowards, and told them they betnyod 
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tlie King instead of adTiMiig him* A friend of 
die Earl of Mar entered into aerions remonstrance 
•n this score with a party whidi he obserred in 
tamnltnoos conversation on the street. He asked, 
in some perplexity, what they would have their 
lyfficera to do. ** Do I " cried a Highlander; ^ what 
did yon call v» to take arms for ? Was it to mn 
away ? What did the King come hither for ? Was 
it<to see his people bntchered by -hangmen, and 
Boi strike a storoke for their lives ? Let ns die like 
Jtten, and not like dogs. '' A gentleman from the 
kfaea of AhardemMhire added, that the loyal clana 
alMiiild take the person of their monarch ont of the 
•hands of his present imbecile comeillors ; and then, 
if ' he was willing to die like a prince, he should 
&d there were tea thonsand gentUmea in Scot* 
land, who were not afraid to die with him. 

All this, however, was hat the fervour of iacoa- 
aideiBte bravery and high-toned party feeling, ex* 
aggerated a litUe, perh^s, by a reflecti<m mi what 
the officers had dene at Preston. The connseUom 
who were disposed to take a cool survey of their 
iwhole mcumstances, saw, that to hold out in Perth 
was but to lisk the very fate which had beftdlen 
ihat nnfoitnnate division of their friends. The case 
was put into its proper point of view by the Earl 
<af Mar, at a council held on the evening of the 
J29th. He had endeavoured, he said, ever since the 
haittle ni Sherifimuir, to keep the army together, 
and put it into as good a posture as possible, hav- 
ing two expectations on which, as they all knew, 
their enterprise depended ; the coming of the King, 
•and the invasion of England by the Duke of Or- 
mond. The first of these expectations had been 
happily raaliaad ; and they had also received many 
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rapplies of money, anns, ammunition, snd other 
ttorosy as well before as since his Majesty's arrira^ 
not <me vessel having fallen into the enemy's hand& 
The second of their expectattons, however, had 
been in the meantime disappointed. The Duke 
of Ormond, on landing in England, had found his 
scheme entirely disconcerted by the imprisonment 
ai most of those on whom he relied^ while it was 
impossible for those who remained to assemhle, 
without a foreign force to give them the protection 
they would at first require. The Scottish party, 
en whom the whole weight of the war had conse- 
quently feOen, instead of finding the support they 
^expected in the sister country, had <mly been in- 
jured by that part of the design ; for an immense 
porticm of their supplies, idiich might have been 
of great service here if sent in time, had been re- 
served for the Duke of Ormond, till it was now too 
kte. In the mean time, the army of the Elector 
of Brunswick had been strengthened by foreign as- 
mstance, so that it now greatly outnumbered their 
own forces. It therefore remuned for the council 
to decide, whether they should attempt to hold out 
in Perth with their inferior army, or retire to some 
point farther north, where they might haaard a 
battle under more advantageous circumstances. 

If we are to believe one retailer of secret intelli- 
gence, ' the Earl had some reasons for counselling 
an abandopment of the enterprise, which he could 
not well expose to the council. The Duke of 
Orleans had assured him, that in a little time he 
should be able to lend the design a much more 

Powerful assistance than at present, by getting the 
Wks to declare war against that grand ally of 
the reignbg King of Britain, the Emperor of Ger- 



THB INflURBBCTIOK. 305 

■oany* He had also been assared that, if the en- 
Verpnae were iatermitted for some time^ the dis- 
aster of the English Jacobites might be repaired^ 
and a new inyasion formed by the Dake of Or- 
inond. He further depended on getting a great 
many of his friends insinuated into the new parlia- 
ment which was about to be called. But the 
chief reason of all was, that a party of his officers 
and allies, among whom were the Earl of Seaforth 
and the Marquis of Huntly, in conspiring to make 
a treaty with the Government, had resolved upon 
fiurrendering the Chevalier's person to the Duke of 
Argyle, as a means of procuring good terms for 
themselves. 

Whether any of these reasons were founded in 
truth or not, it seems certain that the insurgent 
army could not remain in Perth without the dan- 
ger of utter destruction. It is true, that the 
weather was at present favourable to them, and 
unfavourable to the enemy ; that they were in pos- 
session of a great quantity of provisions for a siege ; 
and that the men were quite willing to undertake 
the hazard of such a step. The weather, however, 
might change in an hour, so as to deprive them of 
a great part of their defences. Their provisions 
would at length be exhausted ; when the Duke of 
Argyle, scouring the country in all directions, would 
prevent them from getting the least supply from 
without ; and it would be equally impossible for 
any foreign vessels to reach them by the Tay, so 
long as its banks were commanded by an enemy. 
They were already in great distress for want of 
coal ; and the idea of being utterly deprived of 
that article at such a season, was almost in itself 

2b2 
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enough to indnce them to abandon the town.* 
Finally* the spirits of the men eoold not be ex* 
pected to bear up long against the physical dis- 
tresses of a protracted siege. In eyery view of 
the case, it was more advisable to give op the im» 
dertaking altogether for the present, than either to 
hazard an nneqaal battle with the enemy in the 
folds, or to run the risk of being taken like their 
friends at Preston. It is vain to accuse the £ari 
^ Mar or his party of pusillanimity in resolving 
upon such a measure ; for it is plain, even throw- 
ing the comparison of hazards out of the qneetion, 
that, since a large portion of his host was already 
irresolute, and there was a chance of such a spirit 
soon spreading further, he could not prudently at- 
tempt to defend the town, even although his ovm 
wishes had run never so strongly in favour of audi 
a course. He had, besides, to consider the safety 
of the Chevaliers person, on which their interest 
so entirely depended. 

. The resolution to retreat was fully formed at 
the Privy Council on the evening of the 29th. 
But it was not till next day that it was promulgat- 
ed to the army. A council of all the officers, both 
of the army and of the household, was called on 
that day, at Scone, to hear the reasons which had 
induced the King and his cabinet to come to this 
determination. They were simply these. The 
means of resistance seemed to be taken away by 
the various accidents of affairs which liad been 
stated the night before ; it being equally impossi- 
ble to fight a battle with so small a force, and to 
stand a siege in a town so ill-defended, and so in- 
accessible to suf^lies. It was necessary to faU bade 
from Perth upon some post where tbey 9hould be 
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more able to defend themselves, and where they 
might keep open a communication with their more 
distant friends. If the succours they expected 
should arrive in time, they might be in a condition 
to advance again, before the enemy could settle in 
Perth ; if not, they might make their way to 
Aberdeen, and from thence by Strathspey into the 
Highlands. Though they were not able to fight 
the entire army of the enemy, they were yet too 
strong to be insulted by less than his whole force. 
Perhaps his army would be lessened as he came 
in pursuit, by his leaving garrisons behind him, or 
by fatigue and the severity of the season. In that 
case, and especially if he followed them to the hills, 
where his horse would be of no service, they might 
fiall upon him at such a disadvantage as to make 
victory certain. 

While this face was put upon matters for the 
satisfaction of the men, secret resolutions were 
taken to ship off the Chevalier and his principal 
officers at Montrose, as they should pass north- 
wards, and that the army should disperse itself in 
the Highlands so soon as circumstances would 
permit. Accordingly, a French officer and a 
clergymfin were sent forward to Dundee, to ordef 
three ships which had recently arrived there from 
France with supplies, to sail round the coast to 
Montrose, and there to wait a signal which should 
be made to them from a boat near the shore. As 
it was necessary to keep this afiair a profound se- 
cret, lest the men getting intelligence of it should 
be tempted into some dreadful manifestation of 
resentment, the crews of these vessels were not 
permitted to come ashore, but were commanded 
to sail immediately ; a report being at the time 
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B]Mrctd in the town, that they were goings to kol 
the remainder of their stores somewhere in Fife.'^ 

When the resolution to retreat was comaiiiiiii 
eated for certain to the men, they expressed tfa^ 
most violent rage and grief; and thongfa it was of' 
great importance to keep themselves as mach in a 
body as possible, about eight hundred of the High* 
landers went off that night in disgust, taking the 
way by Dunkeld towards the central Highlands, 
The intelligence, also, produced inexpressible con- 
sternation in the civilian friends of the cause, such 
as the cleigy, the merchants, and others at Perth, 
who had rendered themselves obnoxious to the 
government by aiding or countenancing the pro* 
oeedings of their armed friends, or by making 
public acknowledgment of the Chevalier as their 
sovereign. It was on the 30th of January that 
the resolution was promulgated ; and all remarked, 
that the day which had witnessed the murder of 
their prince s grandfather at the gate of his pa* 
lace, was now consecrated, forever as a fatal day 
to the House of Stuart, smce it had produced a 
second misfortune to that race scarcely less to be 
deplored. 

The morning of the 3 Ist of January being ap- 
pointed for the commencement of the march, 
James came on the evening of the 30th to Perth, 
where he supped in the house of Mr Hay, the 
Jacobite provost of the town. During that night 
none went to bed, except such as had nothing to 
remove : all the rest busied themselves in packing 
up for the march, or in teking a melancholy fare- 
well of the friends and mistresses they were to 
leave behind them. At an early hour in the mom- 
ingf they began to file off across the surfiace of the 
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Tayv which, though, a deep and rapid river, had 
been coTered so tlhaekly with ice, dnriag the late 
extraordinary frost, as to bear both harse and man* 
Before the sftemoon was far spent, the whole had 
got safely over, and were in full march along the 
Carse of Gowrie to Dundee. 

The royal army did not quit Stirling till the 
29th of January. Advancing that day to Auchter- 
arder, one of the villages which had been burnt 
by the insurgents, they slept all night upon the 
toow, without any other shelter than what was 
afforded to a few of their number by a range of 
blackened and roofless walls. Next morning, a party 
of two hundred dragoons and four hundred foot 
went forward in advance of the rest, to protect the 
country people who were clearing away the anow^ 
and to beat up the Castle of TuUibardine, which 
was an outpost of the insurgent army. The gar* 
riaon which had been left in the h9U8e being too 
small to resist, it capitulated with the royalist party ; 
and a lodging was thus afforded for the officers of 
the jurmy at the close of their second day's march. 
The Duke of Argyle had himself advanced in the 
evening to TuUibardine, intending to make it his 
abode for the night ; but being informed when he 
arrived that the enemy had retreated that forenoon 
from Perth, he took four hundred dragoons and a 
thousand foot, under his command, and advanced 
by the light of the snow to their evacuated post, 
where he arrived at two o'clock next moramg, 
only twelve hours after the last of the insui^ents 
had left it. 

When the main body of the army got to Perth 
next day, they were found so ninch injured by the 
fatigue of their march and the coldness of their 
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two li|8t night's qnarten, as to be a&aUe t» fbUoir 
up the pursuit any farther with the necessary ^iiit* 
It is even supposed that, if the Chevalier had them 
turned hack and ^Eillen upon them, they woold ItavB 
been an easier prey to his sword than he hmd. pre- 
viously feared he would be to theiis. It was not 
till after one whole day of rest, that the* Dnke 
could make up a select party of six squadiroBs of 
dragoons, three battalions of footi and ^gbt h«a- 
dred of his own Highlanders, to advance frqm 
Perth with himself, in order to harass the rear 
of the retreating army. That party mareked t0 
Errol on the 2d of February, and acKt day «o 
Dundee, where the mass of his army, arrived on 
the 4th. On this march, it was remarked wicb 
jealousy by the regular portion of his troops that 
he gave his vassab the preference of going before 
the rest to pillage the country, while the etbera 
were forbidden to take the value of a farthing an- 
der the pain of death. ^ 

The insuiigeni army, who had the ^tart of tb«i 
pursuers by two entire days, arrived at Montrose 
on the 3d. The men, who had previon^y wondsf* 
ed to find their march directed towards the coast 
instead of the centre of Angfis, were now seriously 
alarmed at seeing two or three French vessels ly- 
ing in the roads at a little distance from the shore* 
A rumour began to circulate amongst them* that 
the principal officers had advised the ChevaBer to 
embark here for France ; and immedii^ly the lage 
which they expressed at Perth on account of tiie 
resolution to retreat, was renewed with even a 
keener flame. The leaders were perplexed to the 
last degree by the suj^icions of the men ^ ImW to 
aUay ihenx as much as |>o8sible^ i^ ipaidi ,waa er* 
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d£¥6d that night instead of next morning, and, 
while the Chevalier's guard was ordered to parade 
befbre his lodgings, as was customary before he 
mounted, hb baggage was sent forward with the 
main body of the army, as if he intended to follow. 
In possession of this pledge for his continuance 
with them, they proceeded with reassured minds ; 
but they were next day informed, with mortifica- 
tion and horror, that he had broken his insufficient 
liail, and realized all their worst fears. 

It was not but with the greatest reluctance, nor 
without many anxious remonstrances against the 
opinions of his counsellors, that the unfortunate son 
of James the Second consented to take this step. 
Even at the very last, he pleaded fervently to re- 
main to share the fate of his friends. Every hard- 
ship, he said, every danger, he was willing to en- 
dure with the men who had sacrificed their all 
with so much zeal and alacrity for his service. It 
appears that the only argument by which they 
could finally prevail upon him to embark, was, 
that ft would be far more easy for the wreck of 
the army to procure terms from the Government 
without him than with him. 

He employed the last hours he was to spend in 
Scotland, in drawing up a commission by which 
General Gordon was appointed commander-in- 
chief, with powers to treat with the enemy for an 
armistice. Reserring only a small sum of money 
for himself and suite, he left all that he had be- 
sides to General Gordon for the subsistence of the 
troops. It is also gratifying to think that, in this 
his own dark hour of .sorrow, his mind adverted 
with tender solicitude to the miseries which he had 
ittttooeiitly brofo§^t upon others. He accomoanied 
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the DKMiey by a letter to General Gordon, direct- 
ing that the remainder, whatever it was, should be 
left to compensate the losses of the inhabitants of 
the villages which he had caused to be bomt. 

That he left such a letter, was first stated in a 
journal of proceedings published with the sanction 
of the £^l of Mar in France ; but the Whig his- 
torians, who exclaim with senseless rancour about 
his cruelty in burning the villages, have always 
hitherto doubted that he did so« The present 
writer is fortunately able to vindicate his charac- 
ter on this interesting point, by presenting not 
only the letter he left with General Gordon, but 
also one which he wrote upon the same subject 
and in connexion with the other, to the Duke of 
Argyle. The following copies are taken accn* 
rately and directly from the originals, which have 
been preserved in the venerable cavalier family oi 
Fingask ; and it is anticipated, that few will per- 
use the first of the series, without sympathizing 
warmly with the feelings of the ill-fated writer, or 
being sensibly struck with the singularity of hia 
situation, in thus addressing the man i^o had 
diiven him from the kingdom, 

*^ FOR TH1B DUKE OF ARGIL. 

<< Monrossy 4^ FAruary 1716. 
" It was the view of delivering this my ancient 
kingdom from the hardship it lay under, and re* 
storing it to its former happiness and independ- 
ency, that brought me into this country; and aU 
hopes of effectuating that at ^this time being taken 
from me, I have been reduced, much against my 
«"4^1ination, but by a cruel necessity, to leave the 



THB IH&URRECTIO!?. SIS 

loin,. with M'Oiaiiy of wy faithful saljeets as 
ware desiroua to follow me, or I able to carry with 
me, that ao at least I might secure them from the 
«tter ikatractioa that threatens them, since that 
was the only way left me to shew them the re-> 
gard I had fori and the sense I had of, their an<* 
pei»Ueled loyalty^ 

**. Among the manifold mortifications I have. 
had in this unfortunat expedition, that of being 
forced to hum several villages, &c. as the only ex- 
pedient left me fw the publick security, was not 
the aoiallest. It was indeed forced npon me by 
the violence with which my rebellious subjects 
acted i^gainst.me, and what they, as the first au- 
thors of it, must be answerable for, not I ; how- 
ever, as I cannot think of leaving this country 
without making some provision to repair that loss, 

I have therefore consigned to the Magistrats of 

the sum of , desiring and requiring of you, 

if not as an obedient subject, at least as a lover of 
your country, to take care that it be eraployd to 
the designd use, that I may at least have the sa- 
.^isfaction of having been the destruction and ruin 
of none, at a time I came to free all. Whether 
you have yet received my letter, or what effect it 
hath had upon you, I am as yet ignorant of ; but 
what will become of these unhappy nations is but 
too plaine* I have neglected nothing to render 
them a free and prosperous people ; and I fear 
they will feel yet more than I the smart of prefer- 
ring a foreign yoak to that obedience they owd 
me: and what must those who have so obsti- 
natly resisted both my right and my clemency, 
have to answer for ? But, however things turn^ 

2 c 
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or Aondenee is {^eMed to dispose of lae, I ^kaHL 
never abandon my jnst rights nor the pmBiiite of 
it, bat with my life ; and beseech God so to turn 
at last the hearts of my sabjects, as that they may 
enjoy peace and happiness, by submitting to what 
their int^est and duty equally require of tbeai. 
As for your own particular, you might, if you liad 
pleasd, joined interest and greatness in your own 
person ; but, though you have refused to do tbec^ 
I must earnestly request of you to do at leart att 
in your power to save your country from nUer 
ruin, and to be just at least to them, since yatkjun 
it not to me, ^ 

** I thought to write this in my own band, but 
had not time* 

« James R. *• 

** General Gordon is hereby empowered, as 
soon as he has no other further occasion for the 
money left in his hands for the subsiBtence of the 
troops, to forward, if he thinks fitt, the enclosed 
letter to the Duke of Argil, and to fill up the 
blanks of my letter with the name of the town 
where he shall leave the money, and the summ he 
shall leave. 

" James R. " 

At nine o'clock of the evening of the 4th, the 
unfortunate Chevalier went from his lodgings on 
foot, attended by only one of his domestics, to 
tbe lodgings of the Earl of Mar, and from thence, 
by a private way to the water-side, where he went 
on board a small boat, along with his Geneiafis^ 
simo. A few hours before, on James naming the 
Earl as one of those whom he wished to acooBH 
pany him in bis flighty his Lordship had ejqpressed 
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I »'fttrmig desire ' to < remain Iwhiiid whh tbe army. 
I But the Chevalier bad represented to him that 
f 4bere was nearly the same reason for his going, as 
^ ^^ere was for his own departure ; that the army 
I woaki be able to make better terms, or to dis« 
I perse more easily, without him than with him. 
I AboYtt a quarter of an hour after, two other boats, 
I contatning some of tbe principal personages of the 
j ChevaKer's suite, with a few more gentlemen who 
were peculiu'ly obnoxious to tbe Government, 
. went also out *to tbe little vessel in waiting for 
[ them; after wliidi it immediately stood out to 
•ea. He landed safely, seven days after, at Wal* 
•dam, near.GraveHnes, betwixt Dunkirk and Calais. 
The intelligence of this transacticm caused a great 
number of tbe insurgents to break off and seek ns- 
fuge in the neighbouring recesses of the Gram-* 
plans ; so that little more than a thousand accom- 
panied General Gordon in a body to Aberdeen. 
.On amving at that plaee> Gordon qvened a paper 
of instructions which his master bad committed to 
]|is hands, and found himself requested to inform 
bis followers, that tbe disappointments their sove- 
mgn bad met with, especially from abroad, had 
ob^ged him, much against bis will, to leave the 
country; that be thanked them for their hearty 
•and liathful services ; wished them to advise with 
•General Gordon as to whether they should be 
•afest in a body or dispersed ; and assured them 
Ibflt he «would continue to watch over their inte- 
Msts, under whatever circumstances he or they 
wigbt be i^ced in future. Gordon at tbe sfcrne 
time iatenied them, thai benceforwanl they sfao«2d 
reeeive no regobr pay. 

They quitted Abordeen on tbe 7tb, and next 
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day the advanced party of the Duke of Ai^le 
took possession of the same town. Their main 
body proceeded westwards through the prorinee 
of Moray, pursued at a little dtstance, bat nerer 
overtaken, by the royal aamy. As they went, 
they gradually diminished in number. One party 
of about a hundred gentlemen procured shipping 
at Peteriiead and Fraserburgh, and thus made a 
direct escape to France. The small host which 
remained, retired up ikke vale of Strathspey to- 
wards the wilds of Badenoch and Lochaber, where 
at length they were left unannoyed by an enemy 
which could not follow them ftunher. Such was 
the extreme care with which they managed their 
march, that, out of the whole of their broken host, 
scarcely a hundred Were any where seized by die 
royalists betwixt Perth and Strathspey. 

Some time after, when all the Low CooBtries 
were completely possessed by the King's forces, a 
party of about a hnndred and sixSy gentlenwB, 
including Lord Dnflfos, Sir George Sindair, Geh 
neral Ecclin, and Sir David Threipland of Fia- 
gask, descended with singular daring throngfa the 
plains of Mofay, and taking boat at Bnrgb-4ead, 
sailed across the Moray Firth to Caithness; This 
gallant little band afterwards got over to the Qrk* 
ney Islands, and procured the means of esci^ m 
some Frendi ships, which had been stationed for 
them on diose lonely seas. As no man of any 
distinction was seized by the royal troops, and 
the common people were too obscure to be worthy 
of the vengeance of the Oovemment, a few moatiM 
sitw Scotland in'almost ^ same cdndtiton: as iStm 
in which it had been before the insurrection. 



NOTES 



TO TttK 
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CHAP. I.— Imtaoducvoet. 

1 IMertB humaniores^ human or classical learning, in 
dtftljiiclion from UtertB dipinioreSf the phrase used to ex- 
press theological or divine literature. 

2 Dalrymple's Memoirs, vol. i. Part II. p. 46.— Con- 
tinuation of Collier's Supplement to Morery's Great His- 
torical Dictionary, London, 1705.— -Memoirs of Viscount 
Dundee, London, 1711. — Wood's Peerage, voce Graham, 
Viscount of Dundee. 

3 Daliymple's Mem. 11, 2, 46. 

4 Now consecrated to immortal history by the name of 
•♦ the Scots Greys. *' 

5 There is another portrait of ClaTerliouse at Lee Honse 
in Lanarkshire— a bust, representing him with a somewhat 
different cast of countenance. I derive the circumstance 
about his ringlets from a recent topographical publication 
connected with the north of Scotland, of which I have 
forgot the dtle, but where I remember it was mentioned 
*s « fact taken firom tradition at only two removee of evi- 
denee. 

2c2 
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CHAP. IL^Thx RsTOLunoir. 

1 Crichton's Memoirs. 

2 Crichton. 

3 Family Memoir quoted in Wood's Peerage, 11, 169. 
4f Repotted from tradition by Sir John Dalrymple. 

5 Memoirs of Great Britain, 1771. 

6 Cricbton's Memoirs. Life of Viscount Dundee. 

7 Balcarres*s Memoirs. 

8 Minutes of the Convention, MS. Adyocate*s Li- 
brary. 

9 Minutes of the Conventioii. 

CHAP. III. CoMMXNCEiaVT OW DuNDKX's 

Insubsbction^ 

I MS. in the posnewiriop of the Author. 

8 Mackay's Memoirs, MS. 

3 Life of Dundee, in Continuation of Collier** Sup- 
plement to Morery*s Grreat Historical Dictionary. Folio, 
1706. 

CHAP. IV.— Makchxs avd CoumaLMUAmcams^ 

1 Dundee's Memoirs. Dalrymple's Memoirs of Great 
Britain. 

2 Macpherson's Original Papers, 1,362. 

CHAP, v.— Tai Battlk or Kuxiicbaskt. 

1 The Water of Banovy, near Blair Castla 

2 Balcarres's Memoirs. General Stewart^s Highland 
Regiments. 

3 Bakarres's Memoirs. 

4 Tradition in Athole. 

5 ** Life of Donald M*Bane," a sword-player, who 
was in his army. 

6 Highland tradition says nineteen hundred HighlaiMU 
ers and three hundred Irish, which is amazingly near the 
usual historical accounts. 

7 Dalrymple's Memoirs, vol. i. Part 11; p. 56. 

8 Ibid. 

9 Highland Poem. 
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10 M*Bane*s Life. 

11 General Stewart's Highland Regiments, yoL i. p. 60. 

12 Macpherson's Original Papers, 1, 369. 

13 An epithet of contempt. 
H Mackay*s Memoirs, MS. 

CHAP. VI. — Anxcootes op xax Batilk of 

KlLUXCRAVKT. 

1 ** SkR : It has pleased God to give your forces a great 
' victory over the rebels, in which three-fourths of them are 
fallen under the wei^t of our swords. I might say much 
of the action, if I had not the honour to command in it ; 
but of 5000 men, which was the best computation I could 
make of the rebels, it is certain there have not escaped 
above 1200. We have not lost full out 900. This abso- 
' lute victory made us masters of the field and enemy's 
baggage ; which I gave to the soldiers ; who, to do them 
all right, botii officers and common men, Highlands, Low- 
lands, and Irish, behaved themselves with equal gallantry 
to what ever I saw in the hottest battles fought abroad by 
(Hsciplined armies ; and this M*Kay's old soldiers felt on 
tfiia occasion. I cannot now. Sir, be more particular; 
but take leave to assure your Bfajesty, the kingdom is ge- 
nerally disposed to your service, and impatiently wait for 
your coming ; and this succesit will bring in the rest of 
the nobility and gentry, having had all tiieir assurances 
Ibr it, except the notorious rebels. Therefore^ Sir, ibr 
God*8 sake» assist us, though it be with such another de- 
tachment as you sent us before, especially of horse and 
dragoons ; and you will crown our beginnings with a oom^ 
plete success, and yourself with an entire possession of 
your ancient hereditary kingdom of Scodand. My wounds 
Ibrbtd me to enlarge to your Majesty at this time, though 
they tell me they are not mortal* However, 1 beseech 
your Majesty to believe, whether I live or die, I am en* 
tirely your»— Dvivnu. 

2 Balcarres's Memoirs. Life of Dundee in Supplement 
to Colliei^s Dictionary. 

Highland tradition gives a somewhat diffinvnt account 
of I>undee*s death, which may be presented here in the 
unpretending Ibrm of a note. 

Clavers, says the venerable authority I am quoting, had 
been told by his nurse of some water or river, taking its 
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nanM from the word goote or geeie, that would cbance to 
pvovo fatal to him. He bad also, when a child, got hold 
of a toad, which he ate half up before he was discovered. 
When his nune heard what he had done, and that the nause- 
ous creature had been token from him and thrown away, 
she remarked, *< Then you have marred my child in the 
midst of his glory." On bis coming into Athole to fight 
with Mackay, he inquired, very particularly, if there were 
any river or stream of any kind, which bore the name of 
the Goose ; and, on being assur^ that there was not, he is 
said to have appeared pleased. 

Mark, howeVer, the unerring certainty of fate. The 
house of Rinipry or Urrard, stood exactly in the centre of 
the field of battle. There was a considerable stand made, 
under favour of its enclosures, by Mackay's soldiers ; but 
as the battle swept away into the vale, many of these thought 
it advisable to take refuge in the houses In a little while, 
every recess, throughout its various apttftments, was filled 
with frightened and wounded soldiers ; some beneath beds, 
some behind chests, and others in presses and closets. 
Many died where they lay of fright or wounds, and were 
not discovered till their bodies began to putrify. One un- 
fortunate soldier was found, some jrears afterwards, in a 
deserted garret Among the rest, was Captain Alexander 
Campbell of Finab, (a gentlemen of the district, who had 
joined the Revolution party). 

Dundee had occasion, in directing the evolutions of his 
m^n, to ride past Urrard House. As he passed it, he saw 
his friend and ally, the gallant Laird of Fitcur. lying se- 
verely wounded on ^e ground. He stopped a moment, to 
inquire regarding the Laird's condition ; and in speaking 
to tiie ui|fortunate gentleman, he leant over the dioulder 
of his horse. Captain Campbell spied him in that attitude 
from his place of refuge in tibe house ; and taking aim over 
the sill of a window which is still shown by the natives, 
shot him with a bullet in the small of the back, exactly bo- 
low the edge of his mail. Strange to say, the spot where 
1m was standing at the time, was called the Goose-Dub^ be- 
ing simply the puddle in which the Laird of Urrard's gee9e 
were wont to recreate themselves ! 

The wound at first was not thought mortal, nor did it 
oecasion him much inconvenience. He continued^ for 
some time afterwards, to give directions, and to receive his 
pfltoersy on a little knoll near the jplaee ; which, for that 
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rtaatm, hai been called Tomn Cleabhtt^ the hillock of Cla- 
verhouse. 

There are Tarious other traditionary theories regarding 
!Dundee*8 death. One represents him as haring been 
alain by a West-country Whig, whose family he had ruined 
*i-who had consequently entered into his service as a vale^ 
to He in wait for an opportunity of assassinating him — and 
who, finally, found that opportunity in the confusion of 
the battle, when he shot him with a silver button ; it being 
a superstition of this sect that lead had no power to pene- 
trate his body. It is commonly affirmed, that the shot took 
effect at the moment he was pointing the pursuit with his 
sword ; in support of which theory, Sir Walter Scott in- 
forms us, in die notes to his Minstrelsy of the Scottish 
Border, diat the buff-coat he wore at the battle, (which is 
tiow preserved at Pennycuik House), is penetrated at the 
armpit But I am rather inclined to think, after a careful 
consultation of the best authoritiesy that he was wounded 
in the lower part of the body. 

A Lowland Cavalier story, which has never hitherto 
been noticed in print, ascribes the fate of the hero to a paa- 
aioo which William, third Viscount of Kilsyth, (not then 
come to the peerage^ entertained for his lady ; and Lady 
Dundee herself, is said to have been so thoroughly convinced 
of this, that, on the New'Tear*t morning which succeeded* 
•he sent the supposed assassin a white nightcap, a pair of 
white gloves, and a rope, being a sort of suit of canonicals 
for the gallows, either to signify that she esteemed him 
worthy of that fate, or that she thought the state of his 
mind might be such as to make him fit to hang himself. 
After all, as the story proceeds to say. Lady Dundee, like 
Queen Mary, consented to marry the suspected muiderar 
of her husband. The old Lady Claverbouse, mother to 
Lord Dundee, was much shocked at the match, which oi^ 
fended her moral sense in much the same way as the 
union of Hamlet's mother and uncle disgusted that most 
philosophical of princes. It is said, that when she re- 
ceived an account of the nuptials, she knelt down and fer- 
Tently prayed to God, that, should he see fit to permit 
the unworthy couple to go out of the world without some 
▼iaible token of his indignation, he would be pleased to 
make her some especial revelation, to prevent her from 
utterly disbelieving in his providence and justice ; one of 
the most emphatic prayers, perhaps, ever uttered. Her 
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daring request was stniDgely fulfilVed. The Vii 
Kilsyth, eventually engaging in the insurrection of 171S^ 
was obliged to seek refuge in Holland. Thither be also 
took his lady. On landing at the Haguet it was found 
impossible to procure a lodging, on account of the to«a 
being accidentally crowded by some public festivaL They 
found a lodging in the country. They were there resid- 
ing, when, one night, the house fell above them, killing 
the faithless relict of Claverhouse, her child, and a asiw 
vant, while Lord Kilsyth himself was caught by the leg 
between some falling joists, and was compelled to Jiesr 
the dying agonies of his wife and child, without being able 
to attempt their relief. 

Lady Kilsyth and her child were embalmed, brought 
home to Scotland, and both laid in the sepulchral ymuk 
of the Kilsyth family at Kilsyth, where they were dis- 
covered in a state of perfect preservation, so lately as tin 
year 1792. 

3 It wauld be doing injustice to Dundee's naemcnry to 
omit the beautifully classical elegy which Dr Pitcaira in- 
scribed to bis memory. 

Ultime Scqtorum, potuit, quo sospite solo, 

Libertas patriae salva fuisse tuae : 
Te moriente, novos accepit Scotia cives, 

Accepitque novos, te moriente, Peoa. 
lUa nequit superesse tibi, tu non potes illi» 

Ergo Caledoniae nomen inane, vale : 
Tuque vale, gentis priscae fortissime ductor, 

Ultime Scotorum, ac ultime Grainey vale. 

Translation by Darnur. 

Ob, last and best of Scots ! who didst maintaia 
Thy country's freedom from a foreign reign ; 
New people fill the land, now thou art eone. 
New gods the temples, and new kings me throne. 
Scotland and thou did in each other live ; 
Nor would'st thou her, nor could she thee survive. 
Farewell, who dying didst support the state. 
And could not fall but with thy country's fate ! 

^ Mr Alexander Stewart, residing at Pitclochrie. 

5 The action commenced with the MacDonella. 

6 It is impossible to say how many Highhnders fell in 
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tiM aetioD* Duttd^i in his own letter, says 900 ; but that 
is probably a misprint for ninety. » 

7 Many anecdotes are told in Athole of the great 
atvengtli and determined character of Robert Stewart, the 
ptjest Bang once present at a meeting, where some of 
the parties quarrelled, he seized two men, and thrusting 
th«r heads under his hams, forcibl}^ held them in that 
awkward situation ; then, taking hold of other two with 
his hands, he cried to his friends, ** Come, Sirs, exert your- 
selres : I cannot fight for you, but I will at least keep some 
of your enemies from engaging.'* 

CHAP. VIl. — Skirmishzsof Dunkeld ▲kx> Cbohj)alx.. 

1 The following candid character of Mackay is given 
in a work entitled, *< A Short Account of Scotland,** [Lon- 
don, 1702,] which appears to have been drawn up by one 
of the officers of his army : 

**" He was certainly an hotaest gentleman, a zealous 
Presbyterian, and brave enough, as appeared at Oilli-cran- 
ky, where, though his conduct was blamed, his courage 
was not, though the flight of his men forced him to give 
way. He was a good soldier, with sufGcient qualifications 
to be s Colonel ; but for a General oflScer, it seemed to 
be a preferment above his capacity. His ill conduct show- 
ed itself divers ways : First, His neglect of ammunition, 
when he marched into the Blair of Athol, the soldiers hav. 
ing a very slender provision of powder aud ball. Then 
his going 'w^ith so weak a force against a formidable enem^?, 
who liad many advantages in that place, and not only the 
mountains, but the people to favour 'em. His often 
inarching tiie horse till it was dark flight, when they were 
to encamp and forage, appeared very strange, when no 
reason could be offered for it ; but, on the contrary, 'turns 
, extremely dangerous, as well as inconvenient, to be mov- 
ing at such an hour. His tiavelling up and down the 
country with great bodies of horsey witiiout doing anything, 
and, for ought we could discover, without design to do : 
This looked as if he affected a Cavalcade, or Progress^ 
jnore than a IFar, and had a mind to ruine the troops in- 
stead of subduing the country. Which, and the like in- 
stances, tiiougfa frequently remonstrated against by the 
^stffihh officers, yet made no impression ; but he went on 



324 NOTB«^ 

hb way, th«t it might not N said be wanted those hifllpF, 
in the art of war, or that they knew 'em better than he** 

Mackay must have been a man considerably advanced 
in life and experience at the time of the Battle of KilUe- 
cranky, as he informs us in his Memoirs, that he had been 
einployed thirty years out of his native country, before re- 
turning to Britain with King William. 

2 Mackay's MS. Macphenon*s Original Papers. 

3 Balcarres's Memoirs. 

4> Accounts of the engagement embodied in << The Life, 
and Dairy of Colonel Blackader." Edinburgh, 1824. 

5 Cannan was not perhaps a bad officer ; but be was 
unacquainted with the disposition of the Highlanders, and 
unable to manage so various and capricious a body oF ir- 
regular troops. He is taxed by the Earl of Balcarres with 
the ludicrous oversight of having bad more cannon at the 
skirmish of Dunkeld than he had ball, which probably 
arose from some disorder aunong his Celtic store-keepers. 
He lived £or some months afterwards in the Highlan<U,in 
mat disgrace with the natives ; and if we are to believe a 
Whig work of the time, his retinue at last became so snoaU. 
that he was one morning robbed of all his monev (less than 
a hundred guineas) and most of his clothes, and Uien fair- 
ly left to find his way out of the country as he best might 
He escaped to the Iidand of Mull, where he got protec t ion 
from the Chief of Maclean till next year, when being join- 
ed by King James, in a commission with Migor. General 
Bucfaan, be returned to the mainland, and foiigfat in the 
campaign of 1690. 

6 it fairly appears, from the history of this infamous 
transaction, that, when the usual systems of place and 
privilege are disorganized by a revolution, men of cank 
and education are fiable to temptations of these sorta, ex« 
actly In the same way as the meaner orders of men are on- 
able to abstain from seizing and helping themselves in the 
case of a shipwreck or fire. It was the only most violent of all 
the Presbyterian revolutionists who sold themselves on this 
occasion to King James. On the other hand, it is shock- 
ing to observe the cool duplicity of James's ministers. As 
the ofiTering party had no views, but such as wei*e pur^y 
selfish, so the party to whom the offer was preferred, noade 
no scruple to give it a perfectly Jesuitical acceptance. 
They agreed to grant all that was demanded, with the ut- 
most show of good will ; but, in reality, determined to 
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kMp very Httle faith wi^ them when the time of remune- 
iBtion should arrive. It should be at the same time dis- 
tinctly stated— and this is a matter which many historians 
pass over too carelessly-— that the great bulk of the P^esbjrte- 
rians, oTf indeed, the whole body, were no more concerned 
in the plot than was King William himself. It was the 
project of only a few of their leaden or representatives, or 
rather of men who, for selfish reasons, had made them- 
selves conspicuous by acting in their behalf. 

7 Mackay's Memoirs, MS. 

8 Hogg's Jacobite Relics, i. SOIk 

9 The Earl of Breadalbane was intrusted by King Wil. 
liam with twenty thousand pounds, to be distributed a- 
mong the clans. But he is supposed to have only spent a 
small portion of that sum, and to have retained all the 
rest, as the payment of his commissioiu Out of the faith* 
lessness and the feudal prejudices of this nobleman arose 
the famous massacre of Glenco. It is related, that when 
he was afterwasds called to accoupt by a statesman for a 
particular statement of his disbursements to the clans, he 
said, ** Why, my Lord, the money is spent, the Hieh- 
lands are quiet, and that is the only way of accounting 
among friends ! *' 

CHAP. yilLi^-AnvBiiTuiiBS or Dumsks's Owtlcmma nr 

Fkamcb. 

1 Dalnrmple's Memdn.— -Account of Dundee's Offi- 
cers, 1711. 

2 It is hoped that no offence will be taken on the other 
side of the Channel with this innocent anecdote. The 
Irish present at the siege of Roses were no doubt equally 
brave with the Scots. On the present occasion, in all pro. 
bability, they were requested by their companions to re- 
main inactive. 

3 See bis Memoirs. 
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CHAP* L— .iNT&oouoroftT. 

1 It is strange to observe^ that many believe the present 
royal family to be now possessed of the hereditary, as well 
as the parliamentary, title to the throne. It is the jnost 
Improbable thing in the world that they ever will. Be^ 
sides the innumerable descendants of Charles the First, 
there exist many descendants of the elder branches of the 
family of Elizabeth of Bohemia—- the two elder Roman 
Catholic brothers of Sophia^-who would require to die out 
before such an event.' 

2 The Princess Sophia had died scarcely two months 
before the decease of Queen Anne. Her death was sup- 
posed to have been occasioned by a letter from the Q^een, 
rejecting her proposal to have Prince George (afterwards 
George II.) established in England, and brought into 
Parliament as a British Peer, which had long been one of 
her favourite projects. 

3 History of the Principal States of Kiirope from the 
^•«oe of Utrecht London^ 1826. 
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4 Bolin|^iroke*« X<etter to Sir William Wyndliam. 

5 History of Barope, ii. 10. 

6 Memoires de Berwick. 



CHAP. IL— CoMMsircBKiHT or ths Iksuaaiotzow* 

1 The Master of Sinclair, whoM MS. memoin are in 
the posBesBioii of the Earl of Resslin. 

2 Journal of the Earl of Mar's Prooeedinjps, published 
in France by his own authority. History of Europe, from 
the Peace of Utrecht 

3 Patten's Hi8tory,<^ the Rebellion of 1715^ Part II. 
pwelO. 

4 Collection of Original Letters and Authentic Piqpers* 
relating to the Rebellion of 171d, p. 19i 

5 Original Letters from the Earl of Mar, in the posses- 
sion of the Earl of Kinnoul. 

CHAP. IIL — ^Mak's Discnrr utow vri Lowumns, Am 

CoMlfXWCKMVlIT OF THX IvsUBaiOTIOK IK EmOLAVA. 

1 Annals of the Second Year of George L p. 41.. 

2 Original Iietters in possession of the Earl of Kin- 
noul. 

3 OriglnM Letters, tie tunra. 

4 Ibid. 

' 5 Gollectiott of Original Letters, &c p. 90. 

CHAP. IV. — EzriDirioiT of Bugadixr MAclvrosir. 

1 Peter Rae, author of the Bumfriea History of the 
Hebellion of 2715. 

2 A small village which stood on the spot now occu- 
pied by the Register Rouse, Edinburgh. 

3 Letter printed in the Appendix to Patten's History 
of the Rebellion. 

4 The Master of Sinclair, writer of the manuscript 
formerly quoted as being now in the possession of the 
JCarl of Rosslin. 

5 Rae's History of the Rebellion, 269. 

6 The man selected for this duty was a Captain Hun- 
ter,^ a noted horse- stealer, who, like many other Borderers 
of irregular life, had joined the insurgents purely for the 
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more conTeiiient ezerdse of his caUiog. When it 
toM that Hunter had qnaitered his troop near CaFpenia^ 
camp, a gentleman who knew his ch a ract er well, ooald 
not help exclaiming, <* Then, by God, we'll hear no wun 
of Carpenter's dragoons ; Honter will not leave t fc cm a 
horse to mount on ! " 

7 Annals of the Second Year of King George L 1S8. 

8 No town in Scotland distingnishcd itsdf so nmcii m 
Dumfries by its loyalty daring &e i n surrection of 1715. 
In facti if we were to take oor impressions from a « Hb- 
tory of the Rebellion *' written by a native of tfais toira 
(Mr Peter Rae), we would suppose that Dumfiies was 
the centre of the whole transaction, and that all that wm 
done at Perth and Stirling and Edinburgh and Preston, 
was a mere episode* The mustcrings and the mardiei^ 
the beating of dninis and the sounding of trampeta, the 
throwing up of new trenches and the kooAi^ dovna of 
old walls, performed by this town, would amuse the read* 
er very much. Among other loyal services which they 
rendered to goyemment, it was not one of the least, per- 
haps, that they seized the person of Lord John Johnston, 
(brother to the Marquis of Annandale), a gentleman who 
had been one of King James's officers tn Ireland, and 
who would unquestionably have raised his brother'a re- 
tainers on this occasion ii\ favour of the Ch«vaUer, if he 
had not been imprisoned. But there were two reasons for 
their seizure of Lord Jobm. It • was partly done aft the 
command of his brother the Marquis, who^ although bat 
an equivocal loyalist during the reign of King Willian^ 
had ever since continued faithful to the existing govern- 
ment, and who now could ^ink of no other plan for aavu 
ing his less prudent brother, than that of dapping luni 
into the tolbooth of Dumfries. It is the tradition of Ijotd 
John's family, that, after the insurrection was completely 
suppressed, the magbtrates wuted upon him at the prison, 
conducted him out in procession, and expressed a hope^ 
as they -parted with him, that he found no occaann to 
blame them for what they had done. It is not reeoeded 
how his Lordship replied to their compliments at that 
time ; but, fifteen years after, on their waiting upon him 
again at his bouse, to compliment him on bis birth-day, he 
sent them the following ironical letter, accompanied by a 
present of the pictures of King William and Queen Bfary^ 
which still remain hi the town-hall of DumfKes. 
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*< The great civiKttes the good town of Dumfrm 
has been pleased to show my brother and his family, maket 
me earnestly wish for an opportunity to show ^em my 
sense of the obligation this lays npon both of ns. King 
William and Queen Mary is so well, that I have chosen 
to send their pictures as a present to the corporation ; and 
I hope,' as I ralue those great deliverers, on public as well 
as private considerations, they will recdve them as a pledge 
of my disposition to do all the good in my power to this 
eoanty and burgh ; and b^ you would take the trouble to 
make these and my compliments acceptable to the corpo- 
ration, which tie me to be still more^ 

•• Snt,- 
** Tour most humble servant, 

** Jasat JmnrsrovB. 
•* IhmfHeg, SOtk Jugutt, 1730. 

** P. S. — I propose retumine the civilities the town was 
so good as to show me in waiting on me on my birth-day, 
if I knew the day that will be convenient. " 

CommunictUed by John Henry Gaodinge^ E$g,^ 
r^reientative tf Lord John JohnUonef and 
cUdMant of the Annandale peerage* 

CHAP, v.— The Batxzji of SHKurmuiB. 

1 Letters and Fkoclamations, p. 51. 

% Wodrow Letters, MSL, Advocated Library, vol* 10. 

3 Rae*s History, 308; 

4 Wodrow Letters. MS., Advocates' Library, voL lOl 

5 The Master of Sinclahr's MS., apud Jjoird John Rus^ 
sell's History of Europe. Official Jacobite Account of the 
Battle of Sheriffmuh-. 

6 Enumeration of the Clans, at tbe end of Patten's 
History of the Rebellion. 

7 Wodrow Letters, MS., Advocates' Libraiy. 

8 Rolls of the Muster-master General, November 90. 
t Patten's History, 9a 

CHAP. Vf. — Aftate of Psestoh, akd Suppeessiok of 
THE IirsuaaccTioN iw England. 

1 Letter about the OecntMooes on the way to, and at 
Pjieston. By an eye»witii«W| p. 4b 
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2 Patten's History. 

.3 Anoals of King George, 11, 136. .^ 

4 letter about the Occurrence on the way to^ ui^ 
Freston. By an eye-witness. 
6 FaUen*8 History, 10& i 

6 General WiUes*s evidence at the trial of the £ad| 
Wintoun. State Trials. 

7 The better order of the Preston prisoners were sp 
yeyed to London» while the conunon men were conliai 
in various gaols near the place where they were takea^ I 
may be proper here to relate the proceedings which 4l 
Government instituted for the punishment of these noi^ 
tunate persons. 

** In the beginning of January, MrLechmere," (aleii 
ing speaker of the House of Commons), «-after a spe&k 
of some length, moved to impeach Lords Derwentwato; 
IViddrington, Nithisdale, Wintoun, Camwath, Kennum 
and Nairn, of high treason. The same nigbl^ the eiticki 
of impeachment were carried up to the Ix>rdsy and on (hi 
next day the accused were brou^t to the bar of the Hoott 
They all pleaded guilty, except the Earl of Wintoun, who 
had further time idlowed him. On the 9lfa of Febniaiyt 
the impeached Lords were again brought to the bar, wfae^ 
after the articles of impeachment and their antwen hai 
been read. Lord Cowper, who acted as Lord High Stewaid, 
pronounced the sentence of the law, according to its an- 
cient and barbarous form. 

** Great interest was made by their relations on bdaV 
of the condemned Lords ; and the House of Peers e?eB 
carried up an address to the King, praying that he wouM 
reprieve such of them as should deserve his mercy* Hie 
King replied, that he would do what he thought moat con- 
sistent with the dignity of his crown, and the aafety of bis 
people. This resolute answer put an end to the hopes of 
the Jacobites. Lord Nottingham, who had supported the 
petitions in favour of the condemned Lords in the House 
of Peers, was a few days afterwards, together with X«oni 
Aylesford, bis brother, and Lord Finch, his son, removed 
from all his offices. Notwithstanding, however, this tone 
of severity. Lord Widdrington, Lord Camwath, and Lord 
Nairn, were reprieved ; the other three were ordered for 
execution; but Lord Nithisdale found means to escape 
from the Tower in disguise, the very night befove the el- 
ocution. The King, upon being toJd next morning^- «aid» 
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Tt was the best thing a man in bis condition could have 
lone. * 

*' The Earl of Derwentvrater and Lord Kenmure were 
beheaded on Towerhill, on the 24th of February. Liord 
Derwentwater, before he died, asked permission to read a 
paper ; which was readily granted to him. In this paper, 
tae declared that he now repented of having pleaded guilty 
at bis trial ; < that he never owned any other but King 
ifames the Third, for his rightful and lawful sovereign, 
whom he had an inclination to serve from his infancy ; 
and that he hoped his death might contribute to the ser- 
rice of his King and country, and the re-establishment 
of the ancient fundamental constitution of these kingdoms.* 
After reading the paper, he looked at the block, and find- 
inj^ a rough place in it, desired the executioner to chip it 
offl Upon a signal given, his head was taken off at one 
Mow. Lord Keimure was executed immediately after; 
he made no speech, and delivered no paper ; but, shortly 
after his death, a letter was published, in which he main- 
tained the title €ff the person called the Pretender, whom 
be believed to be the true son of James the Second. ' 

** Lord Wintoun, after a ttisA of some length, was like- 
wise condemned to death ; but afterwards made his escape 
from the Tower. 

<* In the beginniiig of April, a commission for trying 
the rebels met in the Court of Comitoon Pleas, when bilb 
of high treason were found against Mr Forster, Macintosh^ 
and twenty of their oenfederates. Forster escaped from 
Newgate, and reached the Continent in safety ; some time 
afterwards, Macintosh, and several other prisoners, like- 
twise broke from prison, after having mastered the keeper 
and turiikey, uad disavmed the sentinel; some were re- 
taken, but Macintosh and seven others escaped. The court 
proceeded with the trial of those who remained ;--a great 
number weje fbund guilty, and four or five were banged, 
drawn and quartered, at Tyburn. In Lancashire, two- 
and-twenty prisoners were executed; above a thousand 
submitted to the King's mercy, and prayed for transpor- 
tation.- 

*< In 1717, an act of grace was passed by the King and 
two Houses of Parliament, by virtue of which, the Earl 
of Camwath, Lords Widdrington and Nairn, were delivered 
from the Tower; seventeen other persons confined in New- 
gate ; the prisoners in the Castles of Lancaster and Car* 
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lisle, and those in the Castles of Edintwrgfa and Sdriiii^ 
including the Viscount of Strathallan and Lord RoUo, 
were likewise set free. 

<* Such was the treatment of the persons found in anns 
in this Rebellion. If we consider the object of the rebels, 
the blood which they spilt in their enterprise, and the ne- 
cessity of securing the kingdom by some examples of se- 
Terity from further disturbance, we shall probably be of 
opinion, that as much mercy was shown as was consist- 
ent with the safety of the established government* and the 
▼indication of the rights of the people. '* — Lard John But' 
ielTt History of the Principal States rf Europct /fwm ikt 
Feace of Utrechtt vol. iL p. 46. 

See also the Sun Fire-office Register for 171^ a woii 
published for the subscribers to that institution, and which 
contuns many curious memorials of the times. 

CHAP* VII. — A&aivAL of the Chsvaluk im 

Scotland. 

1 Journal of the Earl of MiMr*s Proceedings, published 
by his authority in France. 

5 True Account of the Proceedings at Perth, by « Re- 
be), 12. 

3 Sinclair's MS. apud History of Europe, vol ii. p. 4a 

4 Journal of the Earl of Mar's Ptrooeedings, published 
by his authority in France, 24w 

6 A True Account of the Proceedings at Perth, by s 
Rebel, [the Master of Sinclair.] London, 1716. 

CHAP. VI I L-— Conclusion of tus Insurkxctiok. 

1 The Master of Sinclair. 

8 It is stated, moreorer, in the Journal of Mar'a Ph>- 
oeedings, that they had not at this critical time above three 
hiindrMl pounds weight of powder. 

3 Tnie Account of the Proceedings at Perth, by a 
Rebel 

4 CoxcTs Marlborough, iiL 61S. 

5 The above is written in the hand ef a secretary. What 
follows, and also the order to General Gordon, are io 
James's holograph. 
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